Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



3 3433 07493824 6 






^^'*^"*-*-^" ^ > - ■■■■ ^' 






» » \- 



^ "'*. -;^v^'^ 'f '■•' "--' ^^'- ■, ■ ■ ' >-;5. •' .'-■ 









,v 



^^•^ •. 



^;V-i' 



f 



X-' 




\ 










.;^^:-rB- 



:-*r 



'•^:-4' 






t 



■MA. 



,«.;■ 






IN TWO VOLUMES. 



I ■ 

AtTTHOE 07 << CLA&ENTINb/* « TRAITS OF NATU&Sf' 

&0. &C* 



A spirit that» with noble pride* 
When injured or oiBfended* nei«r tried 
Its dignity by veng«ai4k to maintauiy 
But by magnanimous disdain. 
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- To Mrs, #*#######^ 

Madam, 

Whilst deliberating upon the publication of this Iktle work, 
and even long before it was prepared for the press, the permis- 
sion of dedicating it to you was my greatest ambition. ' But so 
well was I aware of the retired delicacy of your character — so 
firmly was I convinced that you would shrink, dismayed, from 
the idea of beholding your name in j^rint, that I repressed ^e 
eame A^ wish I had secretly indul^d, or soliciting, for my youthful 
Geraldine, the honour and credit of your avowed countenance. 
Yet, as a gp'atification to my own feelings, I Venture, thus anony- 
mously, to address you. Perhaps, Madam, if ever you deign to 
cast your eyes over these lines, my forbearance will obtun the 
meed to which it most anxiously aspires — ^you will understand 
what I have only dared to insinuate ; and accept, as a ti^bute of 
heartfelt gratitude and respect, the humble offering I so guard- 
^4dly proner to your indulgence. 

~' U I have succeeded, without ascribing to my unpretending 
lermne those rare and splendid endowments so difficult of attain- 
^ment^ and so incredible of belief— to delineate the sort of cha- 
racter, you, dear Madam, will approve and love, I shall be amply 
satisfied : sinc^ it is one of the first objects I have invariably had in 
view* Geraldine has no brilliant qualities — she struggles through 
no tremendous difficulties— combats against no inordinate pas- 
sions'—but presents, in a probable situation, the calm virtues of 
domestic life ; those virtues you. Madam, most highly estimate, 
and the only ones which are of daily utility and advantage. To a 
youthful female, blessed with protectors, and exposed, neither by 
penury nor unkindnesr, to distress and sorrow, the path of pro* 
priety is smooth and obvious, and by few, perhaps, is it entirely 
forsaken ; but it may, at pleasure, be strewn with roses, or per* 
plexed witii briars. To point out how, in the early stages of life, 
prosperity ought to be borne, has been my humble aim — ^that 
species of prosperity attendant upon elegant affluence, indulgent 
friends, and the highly-valued attribute of distinguished beauty. 
These— not uncommon — advantages, have, alas ! spoilt numbers ; 
but let me fondly hope you. Madam, will be of opinion I have 
bestowed them i^pon one who bears her '* faculties so meekly,** 
tiut» however insipid the want of romantic adyentttres may render 
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her itonTy th^ ctn^d reader will be diiposed to inriih well to a 
being y/nio niade the hapfuneu of ail around her the principal 
itudy of her existence. 

I have forborne introducing anjr atrocious character ; and yoa, 
I knowt who shudder at vice and malevolence, whether real or 
fictitious, inll approve the omission i it haviujp ever been yeur 
aim to forbear casting a gloom over your hours of rdazation by the 
perusal of deeds of guilt— 4he unnecessary and afiic&ng picture 
of harassed innocencCf and plotting villany. 
I have the honour to be, 
H Madara» 
Wtk tJie truest veneration, gratitude^ m^ 

THSAXTTHOR. 
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GEBALBINE FATJCOXBEBG. 



LETTER I. 

FREDEBIC AfiCHER, ESQ. TO MRS. LBSMOBE. 

Highgrove Parky Aug. 9, 180— . 
My dear M^dam, 

I AM happy to find that your long-talked-of visit to 
^is place is, at length, resolved upon. You cannot do 
LV niece and myself a greater pleasure than to set out 
[Immediately, with a determination of continuing with 
the remainder of the summer. 
Your daughter, JuNa, writes to her sister, Mrs. Da- 
renant, to inform her of the safe arrival here, last night, 
»f her children, and their attendants. They have 
true the fatigue of so long a journey perfectly well, 
re in excellent spirits, and lost no time in striking up 
intimacy with us aQ. I hope, when their mother 
tmes, she will find our air has agreed with them so 
rell, she will be in no haste to remove them. 

I shall say but little, my dear. madam, upon the sub- 
ject of oiir favourite plan. Our young people will now 
\ve a fair opportunity of judging each otiier. Should 
leir indinations correspond with our views, no alliance 
the kingdom could be more gratifj^ng to my wishe% 
lan one which would connect me so nearly with your 
imily. But their own feelings roust ultimately decide 
|tiie mauer; and I entreat that Ae silence which ha& 
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hitherto been observed to Geraldine on the subject, 
may still be as strictly maintained as ever.— -To be sin- 
cere, I have often wished ihat the same caution had 
been practised with regard to your son ; for I have sel- 
dom found that the knowledge to young people (espe- 
cially young men) of the matrimonial projects for them 
of their family, did any thmg but render them secure, 
indiiFerent, and often averse. The mischief, however 
*— if such it proves— is already done. Let us avoid 
^ increasing it by any officiousness in showing them off 
to each other. Geraldine has accomplishments of mind, 
and graces of person, which, highly as I think of your 
son, are fully equal to the advantages he cap boast* 

/ Let them gradually become acquainted with the merits 
they respectively possess ; and rest assured, my dear 
madam, that should Lesmore even betray at first any 
reluctailte to forward our designs— a circumstance 
which, ^ from all I have observed of his independent 
spirit, I cannot help thinking extremely probable— I 
shall be in no haste to change my views. Though dif- 
ficult to please, yet he has a heart which cannot always 
remain insensible to the attaching qualities of my hap- 
pily-endowed Geraldine. Were she even divested of 
those personal attractions which so eminently distin- 
guish her; were shie devoid of every talent which can 
compel admiration, still the most cynical observer could 
not long inhabit the same house with her, without feel- 
. - ing himself irresistibly impelled to confer upon her 
the meed of affectionate approbation to which her tern* 
per and disposition so justly entitle her. From infancy, 
her great merit has been the singular and total exemp- 
tion frpm every species of selfishness, which has inva- 

_ — ^ jriably mso'ked her character. There is no sacrifice she 
would not make to friendship or to duty : and this libe- 
rality of mind is accompanied in her, more than in any 
beine I ever knew, with what Sterne so admirably de- 
nominates ^^ festivity of temper." I might justly addy 
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^^ihc words of the same author, "it supplies all defects 
^^«i*Aer looks are a constant resource in all difficulties or 
distresses."— My Geraldine is,- indeed, in the fullest 
sense of the expression, ^^ a complexional philosopher.'' 
jShe feels, but she never repines ; she is benevolent, but 
9he never parades. Simple in her manners, ingenuous 
and affectionate, she seems to understand, in its highest 
j^rfection, the rare and happy art of diffusing content- 
ment and cheerfulness throughout a domestic circle. 
. Can such an attaching creature become thoroughly 
l^nown to your son, and not be loved I Impossible. I 
have almost from their childhood thought their hearts 
were formed for contributing to the felicity of each ^ 
other. Lesmore, however high-spirited, is neither 
rash nor arrogant i he is open to conviction : and even 
*^when going wrong, if temperately dealt with, U capable 
of the most generous contrition. He is a fervent ad- 
-^ mirer of whatever adorns and dignifies society ; genius 
V and talents of every description he reveres ; an honour- 
able or liberal action never failed to awaken his enthu- 
siasm ; and to all that is artful or mean-spirited, his 
jf^ature is nobly abhorrent. The very coldness he be- 
trays respecting the match with my niece, manifests a 
.carelessness of this world's paltry pelf, that can only 
||r6ceed from a magnanimous and disinterested temper. 
Few would be the men, whether young or old, who, 
l^om the conception of some vague prejudices against 
her, would incur the danger of losing so wealthy an ^' 
neiress. May the danger and the prejudices be all 
happily dispelled, is the fervent wish of, 

Dear Madam, 
Your devoted friend and humble servant, 
tf - Fr£D£Ric Archer. 

P. S. Geraldine, apprised of my intention of writing 
to you, desires me to insert her thanks for the favour of 
Miss Lesmore's company ; and her hope, that what- 
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ever may be the length of your own visif, you will not 
abridge that of her youiig friend, whose society, she 
says, you promised her for three months. 



LETTER IL 

MISS LESMORB TO HER SISTER, MRS. LUMLET. 

Higher one Parky Aug. 18. 

They have met, my dear Augusta : and I hasten to 
give you the particulars of an interview so interesting 
to us all. I know not very well why, but Mr. Archer 
seemed persuaded the party would pot be here till even- 
ing. They drove up to the door, however, yesterday, a 
full hpur before dinner, and had been in the house above 
twenty minutes, before either Geraldine or I knew they 
were arrived.— Where do you think we were, and how 
do you imagine we were employed ? Why, having 
been^out on horspback the greatest part of the morning, 
and returning home heated and fatigued, we went up 
to take off our riding-habits, and afterwards established 
ourselves, each with a book in her hand, upon the sofa 
in Geraldine's dressing-room. Just as we had turned 
to the right page, and were beginning to read, we heard 
something fall down in the room over head, (which has 
been converted into a nursery for our sister Davenant's 
children whilst they remain here,) and the moment after^ 
were frightened by the sound of a shrill scream. Per- 
suaded that one of the poor little creatures had fallen, 
and sustained some hurt, we started from our seats, and 
flew up stairs. The mischief, however, j)roved but 
slight : the youngest boy, it is true, had snpped down 
in running across the floor ; but the scream did not 
proceed from him, nor was it even occasioned by the 
alarm his accident excited ; it was simply and solely a 
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lnounifal efFusioo of regret, issuing from the melodious 
t%ro^t of the nursery-maid, at sight of the overthrow 
of a boatful of delicate pap, prepared for the baby, 
which, when falling himself, poor litde Edward bad 
knocked down. We rejpiced that the evil was no 
greater ; and then, being seized captives by the three 
children, always eager for a romp, were inveigled into 
tihieir service for a game of blindmaaVbuff. I first 
consented to wear the iflrwirflp^m / and, after some time, 
having secured the persoti of Geraldine, assisted in 
blinding her. The nursery maid joined in the sport ; 
every body was iii motion except Mrs. Nurse, who, 
with the infant on her lap, maintained her dignity, and 
sat aloof, near one of the windows. The noise we all 
made, I believe, was no trifle ! — -However that may be, 
we were at the very height of our gambols, when the 
door opened, and the heads of my mother and our Ca- 
roline appeared at it, peeping over each other. The 
former, seeing who was performing the part of blind" 
man^ put her finger up to her lips, to enjoin silence, and, 
with my sister, crept softly forward, followed by Ferdi- 
nand. They all three stood motionless near the door ; 
and the children, longing to fly to Caroline, yet intimi- 
dated by the sign their grandmother had made, remained 
staring and wondering, forgetful of their game, and im- 
patient to know what was to follow. Meanwhile, poor 
Geraldine, unconscious of the presence of so many 
witnesses, her hair dishevelled, her arms extended, and 
her eyes still impenetrably covered, wandered about for 
some time, hoping every minute to secure a successor 
to an employment of which she began to be heartily 
weary ; but, faiiling of success, and surprised at the ge- 
neral silence, she, at last, murmured to herself— 

" I am sure I heard the door open — perhaps they 
have all left the room." She was then preparing to pull 
down the handkerchief bound across her eyes ; but my 
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mother uttering a faint ^^ hem !" she mistook the voice 
for mine, and, guided by its sound, directed her steps 
towards the spot where stood the intruding group, and 
caught fast hold of Ferdinand. 

" Why Julia," cried she, feeling the sleeve of his 
coat, "have you slipped on your habit again ^'* Re- 
ceiving no answer, but still maintaining her hold, she 
slid her hand from his shoulder up to his face, and be- 
coming sensible, I suppose, of some unaccountable dif- 
ferepce between his chin and mine, she grasped him 
firmly by the arm, and saying, with a laugh-^ 

" O, it is my uncle !" drew down the handkerchief, 
which had hitherto concealed from her our treachery. 
Judge of her surprise and confusion, when she disco- 
vered her situation-*-standing close to a young stranger, 
of whom she had fast hold, and whom she had been so 
, unceremoniously touching— an object of attention to 
every body else in the room, and the obvious exciter of 
a general smile. Poor Geraldine ! I really pitied her, 
though, at first, I was cruel enough to simper a little 
myself: buf she looked sojunaffectedly distressed, and 
shame died her lovely face with so deep a bl^sh, that I 
hastily called out— 

" My dearest Geraldine, do not be so concerned ! It 
is only my brother, and he has been a partaker in many 
a game of blindman^s-bu£F himself !'' 
■* ' She recovered a little on hearing who Ferdinand 
was, and, making a slight courtsey to him, held out her 
^' hands to my mother and Caroline, saying, in a tone of 
gentle reproach^ 

" How could you thus surprise me ? Were I less 
glad to see you both, I should be half tempted to quar- 
rel with you." 

^^ No,, my sweet girl, do not quarrd with us," cried 
my mother, fondly ^mbracino; her ; " ours was no pre- 
meditated intrusion : for, till we opened the door, we 
knew not that you and Julia were here*'' 







^*And if we had," said CaroliDe, sitting down and 
collecting her children round her, *'*' would it have been 
inexcusable in the mother of these ii^iocent little crea- 
tures, to have felt eager to witness your good-natured 
participation in their pastimes i My dearest girl, you 

^ must not only forgive us, and banish all causeless em- 
barrassment, but accept my most sincere acknowledge- 
ments for the notice you have condescended to bestow 
vipon yoixT happy young inmates." 

' Geraldine, much revived by this grateful and well- 
bred speech, was now emboldened to Took up, and per- 
ceived, probably not without secret satisfaction, that 
Ferdinand had quietly withdrawn himself. Mr. Arch- 
er and Madame de St. Hermine had by this time joined 

* us, and we M remained in the nursery, amusing our- 
selves with the children, till dispersed to our several 
chambers by the sound of the dressing: bell. 

During the short time Ferdinand had continued with 
tia, I could not but observe with some degree of dis- 
pleasure, the almost unmoved, and chilliYig expression 
of his countenance. You know, with-^all his advan- 
tages of (afit^ and person, what a solemn,* I had nearly 
said, forbidding look he can sometinies wear. To- 
wards us, his fine daik eyes generally beam affection 
and indulgence ; but we. have often seen that he can 
appear more dry and reserved than any old stoic upon 
record. Such, or almost such, did he appear upon the 
present occasion- Instead of surveying the dear girl 
with encouraging good- humour,'he eyed her with mor- 
tifying indiflference ; stood erect and formal while she 
held his arm ; and, as soon as she discovered her mis- 
take, made a grave bow, and, without addressing to her 
a single word, stalked frigidly away ! My dear sister, 
does he never remind you of the fastidious personage 
whose character entertained us so much, when we read 
it together in some French author i ' 
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^^ Enparlant a une personne qu^il aime^ il a Pair vif 
et gat ; tris-frotdavec le$ Strangers ; il traite durement 
ceux qu^il me prise ; rCa rien a dire d ceux qui lui sont 
tndijferens^ et devient tout-afait imbectlle quand on 
Pennuie*.^^ 

In the evenhig I will conclude my account of their 
further proceedings with regard to each other, during 
the short lime they have been under the same roof: I 
am now called away to join a party upon the water. 



Well, my dear Augusta, I now proceed with my 
relation. When we were all assembled in the drawing- 
room, just before dinner, Geraldine and my brother 
were introduced to each other in due form. At table, 
afterwards, he was placed next to her, and appointed 
her assistanr-carver, an office of which he acquitted 
himself dexterously and politely. But his politeness 
was general ; no conversation passed between them be- 
yond the comtnon place questions and answers usual at 
every meal : and the entrance of my sister's- two eldest 
children at dessert, afford us all a welcome relief from 
the dulness and taciturnity which seemed creeping upon 
us. Ferdinand is, as you well know, particularly fond 
of children, especially of Caroline's eldest boy, Charles. 
This lovely little creature he took upon his knee, sup- 
plied with fruit, and caressed and attended to with un- 
wearied assiduity during the whole time we remained 
in the dining-parlour. We sat but a little while ; and, 
on our retiring into the drawing-room, my mother, fa- 
tigued by her journey, threw herself upon a sofa, and, 

* ** In speaking to a person he loves, his air is animated and 
"gay; he is very cold towards strangers; treats harshly those 
** whom he despises ; has nothing to say to those who are indiffer. 
« ent to him, and becomes a complete idiot when annoyed by 
*• folly or presumptioo/'—— Madame Riccoboni. 
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I^believe, fell asleep* Madame de St. Hermine dre^ 
an arm-chair to the window, and took a book, whilst 
^ Geraldine, Caroline, and I, strolled out into the garden* 
i The evening was calm and hot ; and, after sauntering 
about for some time, we all three seated ourselves upon 
a betich near the river which runs through the pleasure- 
grounds, and enjoyed a long and comfortable confabula- 
uon. At length Mr* Archer and Lesmore joined us: 
and then we gave up our seat, and, escorted by them, 
resumed bur, walk. Presently, Mrs* Nurse, havmg 
put her little' charges to bed, and left them, I suppose, 
fo the care of her depuQ^, appeared in sight, taking her 
evening stroll. ^ . 

, ** That nurse of yours, Caroline," observed Lesmore^ 
•• is a very handsome woman." 

^^I think," said I, addressing hini in a low voice, 
** there is a sort of sympathy between ybu." 

** Ridiculous ! What can you mean i'^ 

** Why, she condemns and despises childish recrea* 
tiions as much as you do* She lobked on while Geral« 
dine and I played at blindman's-buff in the nursery, 
with all the discouraging austerity I afterwards observ- 
ed in your stately countenance." 

f * Pooh ! I did not show any austerity or stateliness !" 

** Indeed you did." 

•' Why, my dear Julia^ what could you expect me to 
say or do ? There is certainly nothing censurable iQ.> 
playiifg at blindman's-buff, neither is there anything 
very meritorious in it* I. could not be in ecstacy at sucn 
a sight! It is a very common one: it calls forth no 
graces of person, nor ingenuity of mind* What, then, 
let me repeat, could you reasonably expect me to say 
upon so insignificant an occasion f" 

*•' I pretend not to prescribe to you what you might 
have said : but allow me just to observe, that your man- 
ner was more serious, and implied more contempt, than, 
all things considered, I think you were warranted in 
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showing. You are prejudiced against Mi3S Faucon- 
berg. Had you surprised any other young woman in 
a similar predicament, you would have manifested more 
gallantry and good nature." 

To this he made no direct answer ; and, after saun- 
tering on some minutes in silence, I attempted to renew 
the conversation. 

" Do you think Miss Fauconberg handsome ?*' 

*' Yes ; the most inveterate prejudice could not deny 
her that praise.'* 

Here finally ended our little dialogue. I remained 
somewhat disturbed and discomfited, and secretly de- 
termined scrupulously to forbear ever making Geral- 
dine the subject of any future discourse with my brother. 

After tea, our two gentlemeq amused themselves 
with turning over some new pamphlets Mr. Archer has 
lately received from town. Geraldine, who usually 
draws in the evenings chose, however, on the present 
occasion, to become a member of the work-table. We 
all displayed great notability, both of fingers and tongue^ 
for a considerable time : but, at last^ Caroline starting 
up, and declaring she had half blinded Jierself over her 
tambour-frame, went to the piano-forte, and began 
playing the symphony of a duet, calling upon Geraldine 
to sing it with her. The perverse little soul, quietly, 
but steadily declined it. My mother and Caroline both 
urged her in vain ; and, therefore, the good people were 
forced to be content with nie as her feeble substitute. 
I was vexed that Geraldine would not let my brother 
hear her full-toned, flexible, and touching voice i I am 
sure he would have admired it, for hers is precisely the 
style of singing he always professes to delight in : but 
Madame de St. Hermine, though she did not speak, 
evidently approved her pupil's refusal; and, indeed, 
has systematically appeared, from the moment Lesmore 
entered the house, to avoid drawing Geraldine into con- 
yersation or notice. She may have good reasons for 
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8Qch a plan of conduct : but I own it is painful to me 
txt see a person I so affectionately love, encouraged in 
bplding back from observation an understanding the 
most cultivated, and talents so well calculated to excite 
applause. She sits like a cipher : a pretty one, we must 
allow, but perfectly insignificant : it she is spoken to, 
she answers in so low a voice, it is difficuilt to understand. 
her : she avoids every chance of encountering Ferdi- 
nand's eye, and moves about the room, when he is pre- 
sent, as if she were fearful of being chidden for doing 
something wrong ! All this grieves me : it must lead 
him to conclude she is weak, that her manners are un- 
formed, and that her timidity, the result of conscious 
inferiority, is rather to be rejoiced at than lamented. 
That this, or any thing like this, should be thought of 
Geraldine.Fauconberg, Wounds me to the soul. 

This morning the gentlemen were out on horseback, 
from breakfast almost tQ dinner-time. Soon after they 
returned, our good-humoured brother in-law, Dave- 
nant, arrived, and will stay here with Caroline, and their 
two eldest children, a week longer. My mother leaves 
us to-morrow, for a few days, to pay a visit to her old 
friend. Lady Rachel Sinclair : but she is so good as to 
disj>ense with my accompanying her. \ ^ 

In my next (if I can find time) I will send you the 
Uttle history of Madame de St. Hermine, which I pro- 
misedi to obtain from Mr. Archer. He related it to me 
m greater detail than I could have expected, during a 
ranible I persuaded him to take with me a day or two 
ago : and I should have made it the principal subject of 
this very let(er; had not the singular, or, more properly 
speaking, untoward circumstances attending ^he first 
interview of Geraldine and Lesmore, driven ev6irf 
thing else out of my thoughts. 

Adieu, my dearest Augusta, believe me, ever, most 
affectionately yours^ 

Julia Lesmore^ 
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LETTER III. 

fBRDINAND UB8MOBB, RSa TO THE BBV. ABCHIBALD 
/ NBWENDBN. 

My dear Sir, Highgrove Park^Aug. 20. 

I AM afraid that the eotiscioudness of doing right 
does not always mitigate the uneasy sensations that at-, 
tend the perforptiance of what is disagreeable. It was 
right, you told me« that I should comply with my mo- 
ther's pressing solicitations, and consent to visit. the 
ladVf'^whom, for so many years, she has wished me to 
consider as my destined partner. The situadon of my 
own heart considered, I much doubted whether indeed 
this was a proper measure : I made known to. you my 
scruples, and described to you my reluctance : you still 
persevered in advising the step; and what weighed 
with me more ^ even than ypur utmost eloquence, mv 
honoured friend, was the consolatory sehtence with 
which you concluded your exhortation : 

^^ You do Miss Fauconberg no injury, my dear Les- 
^^ more, if, after a candid and impartial investigation of 
*^ her character, you resign all pretention to her hand* 
*^ She knows northat you have been encouraged to as- 
^* pire to it ; and, should you finally renounce it, need 
** never receive the mortifying information." 

flow do these words, the longer I reflectupon them, 
and the longer I am acquainted with Miss Fauconberg, 
comfort and reassure me \ My dear friend, she never 
can become my wife. Whether impelled by the per- 
verseness of human nature to consider her with distaste, 
precisely because I have been urged to regard her with 
partiality, I will not determine : but certainit is^ she 
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:e8 upon me no Impressions but such as are unplea- 
It, and. such as I would gladly shalie oiF, by declining 
Imt mercebary alliance for even From the moment I 
diought myself of an age to consider what species of 
urife I shobld prefer^ I conceived an aversion to the idea 
marrying a mere romping, pretty girl : one whose 
liiners and dispoatition were unformed ; whose tastes 
^irere childish, and wJios^ turn of mind, as yet dormant 
Hf^ unfixed, might, when free scope is given to its 
display, prove itself capricious, arrogant, or unfeeling* 
I may be singular in my notions : but 1 protest to you, 
dear sir, I had rather unite myself to a woman some 
'fears my seniqr, whose opinions and habits appeared 
consistent, than contract an alliance with any raw girl, 
unacquainted with the world, and, as yet^ a stranger 
even to her own propensities. These very young 
Misses, who have been brought up like eastern slaves, 
destined for a Harem, to attend only, in their impene- 
irable sechisibn, to the cultivation oif their exterior ac* 
cemplishments, and the preservation of their beauty, 
)iave no real character, but take the bent of those witlv 
whom they first chance to associate on emerging from 
retirement. During a short period, perhaps, the pretty 
puppet would allow: her husband to guide her in the 
choice of her pursuits, an4 the selection of her compa- 
nions: but, ina very .little while, she would grow sick 
of such submission ; and, to say- the truth, were I the 
happy husband, I should not care how soon she strug- 
gled to release herself from thraldom. I loathe the 
thought of h|iving a full-grown baby to direct ana 
watch : if f found that her capacity was slender, I 
should despise her ; if she was obstinate,. I should hate 
her ; and if she was too tame and complying, perhaps 
I might be brute enough to become her tyrant. By a 
marriage with Miss FauConberg, I incur all these risks. . 
Though, from the age of nine years, she has spent three 
or four months in London every spring, yet she is as new. 
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to the world as if she had been born yesterday. She was 
too young to go into company, and therefore derived no 
other a^antages from her abode in town than such as 
sm easy access to masters of every description could 
confer. Since her return into the country this year, 
she has been at two or three provincial balls, at a race, 
and at a few dinners in the neighbourhood. How Well 
these schools of manners have fitted her to appear upoa 
the great theatre of life, to judge the characters of 
others, and become acquainted witb her own, I leave 
you to decide. ' This much is incontrovertible, that, 
with an extraordinary degree of beauty, and a counte- 
nance that might become highly interesting were it illu- 
nnned by an intelligent soul, she appears to me, at pre- 
sent, a complete prototype of insipidity. I have been 
told much of her various talents, but have yet had no 
specimen of any. I feel not impatient, however, to be 
gratified on this head. Few girls of eighteen, even 
with such opportunities as Miss Fauconberg has had, 
ever acquit themselves so perfectly in any thing they 
undertake, as to convey unmixed pleasure to the mind : 
and what task can be more annoying than that of appear- 
ing to attend with admiration tor what can only give 
qualified delight, and calls for candid allowances ? 

Address to me one of your admonitory epistles, for 
such I expect your next will be, at this place. I am 
under an engagement to remain here a month : when I 
depart, your vicarage, my dear father-confessor, will be 
the first spot to which I ^hall hasten, if indeed you can 
eonseiit to admit so untractable, but grateful, a pupil, 
friend, and devoted servant, as your 

Ferdinand Leshorx. 
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t LETTER IV. 

MISS LESMORE TO MRS. LUM^EY. 
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•^?^f^ Jply dear Augusta, Highgrove Park^ Aug. 20. 

y^\ HAVE been internally moralizing the whole morn* 
l^g u{ion the folly of making needless promises ; and, 
ft> give you a specimen of sententious powers, will now 
tell you, that I am decidedly of opinion, no n\^n is 
wiser than he who determines never to fetter the free* 
dom of his will, by engaging to perform to-morrow 
Hfhat he Is repugnant to accomplish to-day ! I taught 
you, when last I wrote, to expect such particulars con* 
^erning Madame de St. Hermine as I had been enabled 
IQ gather ; and now^ haunted by the remennbrance of 
my own rash officiousness, I can, though unusually dis- 
ii^Hiii^d to write, turn with comfort to no other occupa- 
ld0n» I might, indeed, yet longer ^ut off the utfder* 
taking; but lam too intimately acquainted, by reiterated 
experience, with the never-failing effects of procrasti- 
nation;, to^ allow mystclf so dang;er<Hto an indulgfinc^e. ^ 
r Madame de St. Hermine certainly deserves a more 
ivJUing biographer ; and, perhaps, as I advance in her- 
«tory, the indolent sensations wnich withheld me from 
beginning it with alacrity,, will wear away, and my love 
lilid admiration for her incite me to proceed with spirit 
and pleasure. - 

Vou already are informed that ?he has now resided 
with Geraldine Fauconberg, and h^d th^ superintend aiice 
of her education nearly tea years. She was originally of 
one of the highest families in France, smd was brought up 
in affluence and splendour, yet with an attention to th6 
cultivation of her mind, even superior to that bestow e4 
on the improvement of her talents* She was (an un- 
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usual circumstsmce at that time in Prance) educated at 
home, under the vigilant inspection of an elegant and 
sensible mother, and the care of a highly-principled and 
accomplished English governess. Her marriage, at ah 
early period of her life, to Monsieur de St» Herminc, 
con>pleted what the well-directed efforts of her first 
guides had begun. He was a man who, by a frequent 
residence in foreign courts, as minister, had acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the world, to which the stadious 
disrposition of his mind had induced him to add a very 
unusual degree of learning, both ancient and modem* 
His character was firm, honourable, and liberal ; and 
his attachment to his wife such as to constitute the fell* 
city of both their lives. She had not the same infor- 
mation he possessed : but in matters of taste they rarely 
differe4 ; in principles, never. 

The union of this admirable pair, the most exemplary 
that was, perhaps, ever witnessed at the dissipated court 
of a dissipated kingdom^ was further blessed by the 
birth of two sons, neither of whom they had the conso- 
latidh of seeing grown up, before the Revolution broke 
out. Whil&t both were yet mere boys, they emigrated, 
with their father, into Germany, where he had once 
^ Tesided" ay -aan b g s aad o r. Thch" mother deemed it of 
advantage to their interest, at least for a time, to remain 
at Paris. Her principal object for so doing, that of 
saving something from the wreck of their property, she 
effected with a good fortune exceeding her hopes ; and 
even found means to convey the greatest part of what 
she bad thus, at the hazard of her life, preserved, to 
the^dear fugitives^ it was now her sole ambition to fol- 
low. But the difficulties attending an emigration into 
Germany, were, by this time, become so formidable, 
that she was conipelled to steer her course towards 
England ; and though reduced, by the sums she had 
remitted to Vienna, to a very scanty pittance for herself, 
she was brought, at last, to consider as a very extraor- 
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blessing, the being eoi^d to reach this counlay 
safety* 

London was no new scene to her* In her more 
perous days, she had already, accompanied by her 
band, mad^ the journey as a mere matter of cari- 
ty and amusement, aiid had been caressed 2XiAj€te4 
inany of th^ firs^ families in the country* To a few of 
f ; H^'e, with Whom shehad then been on Ae most intimate 
ting, she now made herself k^iown. Ereiy mark of 
pect, and every expression of interest and kindness, 
iras lavished upon her* But these, though consolatory 
Ipd highly gratifying, were not all that her circum- 
Iftances required, since what she had brought Qv«r w^s 
scarcely sufficient, with the strictest economy, to pro- 
xhise her an adequate maintenance for a few months* 
"With the courage, good sense, ^d resignation that so 
peculiarly distinguish her, she foi:med the resolution of 
|;iving up, for the moment, her independence, and of 
. utidertaking, in some well-born and well-bred family, 
^e post she still so honourably holds in that of Mr* 
^rther* To this gentleman she was ihtroduced, arid 
most zealously recommended, soon after it was known 
he had determined to give his orphan ward a private 
fdcication. The appearance of the elegant candidate 
filled him with surprise and admiration, and her conver-' 
jKitron aiid manners confirmed the favourable impression 
^at appearance was so well calculated to excite*. She 
was then, though turned of thirty, in the full meridian 
bf her beauty, which, to judge by its present remains, 
imust, at that period, have been exquisite*^ She was 
animated, high-bred, and dignified ; ^^ and, in short, my 
(' dear Julia," added Mr. Archer, when giving me these 
details, **she was exactly the sort of woman whom, 
had I been twenty yeartf younger, I would not have in- 
vitefd into my house!** Relying, however, upon the 
security these twenty years were to afford him, he 
speedily Qoncluded his arrangements with her^ brought 
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W down to Hi^grove Park, and here, except during 
the annual excursion they niake to town, she has resided, 
revered and beloved, ever since. 

What remains to be told concerning her hu^and is 
short, but melancholy. All his efforts to rejoin Ma- 
dame de St. Hermine proved fruitless. He religious^ 
forbore eiigaging with foreigners in the war that was 
waged against his country ; but obtained some trifling 
civil employment at Vienna, and there remained till, 
after a lingering illness, a period was put to his life 
and his misfortunes. The eldest son, when left to his 
own guidance, was induced to enter the Austrian ser- 
vice, and perished in his first engagement. His bro- 
ther, with incredible danger and trouble, at length suc- 
ceeded in reaching this country. . My brother knows 
him well. He is now in London ; gay and sanguine, 
and supporting his decadence with fortitude and spirit. 

Thus, my dear Augusta, have I fulfilled my promise, 
and given you a summary account of the charming fo- 
reigner you have so often heard me mention, though 
you have so rarely had any opportunity of conversing 
with her. Till within these few days, my mother her- 
self knew not the particulars of her history, notwith- 
standing the continual intercotlrse we havci long been 
accustomed to have with her. But what seems more 
extraordinary, though in a great measure the effect of 
accident,ls, that Ferdinand never till now was five mi- 
nutes in company with Geraldine since she was ten 
years old. it is true, she neither paid nor received 
visits, and did not dine at her uncle's table in London 
when he had any guests. But Lesmore so frequently 
called upon Mr. Archer in the morning, he was in such 
favour with Madame de St. Hermine, and So intimate 
at the house, that it is really marvellous he should never 
have had a glimpse of his destined bride. I sometime9 
fear,, from his present behaviour, that he suspects her 
'being held back 'so ^studiously was a concerted family 
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k^asure, the object of wtijcb wss, to keq> dii^e hb cu- 
tosity and suspense concerning^ her, tiU she was of an 
^llge to be presented to him, so resplendent in beauty, 
'^^lod SQ exaked in accomplisfaments,^ha^ it would be ut- 
'i ^pdy impossible any penetrable human heart could resist 
^ .;^^ influence of her attractions. 

^i:,i^ 'Adieu, however, for the present, my dear sister ; t 

l'^'^ sift not only tired of writing, but I have put myself out 

^ ;^ humour by recurring to Lesmore's vexatious con- 

^Suct. How you would wonder at, and condemn him, 

could you transport yourself hither for a few hours ! 

Yours, ever affectionately, 

JUJLliL LfiSMORB^ 



tETTER V. 

IQBBIHNANO LSSMOKE. ESQ. TO THE KEY. ARCIOBALlft 

NEWBNDEN. 

My dear Sir, Highgrove Park. 

Your letter f-eached n^e this morning, and I am al- 
ready seated at my writing-table to relieve the anxiety 
it so Icindly expresses* The sentence you allude to in 
my last is not of such terri^c import as you conceive* 
Though I hinted at the situation of my hearty I am not 
in love, I give you my honour. I feel a preference for, 
a sort of attraction, when in her society, towards a very 
lovely Woman : but I am in foil possession of my rea- 
son ; I can even descry her faults ; I spend whole days 
without recollecting she is in existence; and when I 
quitted her, I might, with as great truth as at any period 
of my life, have boasted, in the words of Petrarca, be* 
fore he beheld lus beauteous (•aur% 



' i i^ y 



so 

Lagrimii mcor non ml bagnava U pettd, 
. Ke rompea il sonno : e ^uel che'n me non era. 
Mi pareva un miracolo in altrui*. 

This ideal enemy of my repose is* Mrs. Neville, 
widow of the Hon. George Neville, who was killed two 
years ago by a fall from his horse in hunting. He was 
a tioted sportsman— -a booby— -and^ when intoxicated 
(which was not seldom the case), a brute. She was 
married very young, and is now only in the twenty- 
fourth year of her age. I became acquainted with her 
last Autumn, at Brighton, and afterwards spent a fort- 
night in the same house with her at her brother- in-law% 
Lord M— — 's. Her figure is strikingly elegant ; her% 
manners are easy, fashionable, and gay ; and her coun- 
tenance the most variable and animated I have ever,be- 
held. She has two sparkling black eyes^ with which it 
is her boast that, when she pleases, she ^^ can do any 
thing." Her faculties are.qui^k, but her judgment is 
defective ; she has a retentive memory, and a consider- 
able degree of cultivation, but no steadiness in her pur- 
suits, or depth in her attainments. Her mind is gene-* 
rous even to a fault ; she reyeres intellectual abilitieg| 
and professes a contempt for upstarts, or mere monied- 
people, but too apparent, whenever an occasion presents 
itself for displaying it. The careless disdain which 
she avows of the opinion and censures of the world, is 
so daring ; her conduct testifies so determined a dispo- 
sition to please herselfv indiiFerent to the qu'en dira" 
fon ? that her principles are questioned by the scrupu- 
lous; and her acquaintance is avoided by the timid. Yet 
I firmly believe her to be of irreproachable purity ; her 
heart appears compassionate and benevolent ; her tem- . 
per, though warm, is placable and easy, and the eccen* 
4ricities of her character, though dangerous, have 

• Ko tear then bathed my bosom* nor sorrow broke my rest— 
and what in myself I felt not, appeared to me miraculous |n others* 
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pp^berto been harmless, and such only as to heighten the 
llli^ms of her conversation. , 

^Hovfj^ my dear sir, after giving you such a dedcrip- 
iibil of this lady, I leave you^ fairly to estimate the good 
^ :i|id the bad, and the^ to decide whether I am in immi- 
l^il^^t -peril from her attractions. Love and habit, were 
^::'i^ht often thrown in her way, might perhaps soften 
p' wwn the harshness of my censure, and throw a veil 
^er her imperfections; Init at present, unbliiided by 
^Eission, they stare me fully in the face, and frighten me 
'^m the most distant idea of indulging for her a serious 
Attachment. I own that she interests^ amuses, and has, 
• BOW and then, absolutely enchanted me ; but whether 
r that open defiance of the herdy to use one of her own 
.expressions, would adways accommodate the unfortu- 
nate nicety of my fecdilQgs,.you, who know me, perhaps, 
better than I know myself, can best determine. I con- 
sider you as entitled to ^y utmost sincerity, and have 
made no scrujde of speaking upon this subject with en* 
tireunreserve. What I have written will, I doubt not, 
laiiftply reassure you. Let me add, that at this moment 
. I am ignorant in what part of England Mrs. Neville is 
yestding. ^ 

- We go o|Ei here very monotonotisly. Davenant, my 
^ter Caroline's husband, is with us, but adds little to 
Qur party. I remember how apgry you once were at 
tny calling him, in Dryden's words, ^^the fool of na- 
^re." I have long since revoked that offensive appel- 
lation in its full force ; but still obstinately insist, that 
he is shallow and weak. Yet there is some good about 
him ; for, though not wise, he is never captious ; though 
nineteen out of twenty of his nottons are wrong, he is 
not stubborn ; and he sometimes blunders upon an ori^ 
ginal and entertaining remark. 'He is, moreover, a 
most affectionate father, and a perfectly accommodating 
husband ! He and Caroline leave us next week, and I 
find some amusement during their stay, in sketching 
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the nkeness of their eldest boy, Charles. This littla 
creature^ were he mine, would compensate to me, I' 
think, for almost every other privation. I often won- 
der at the strength of my own attachment to him ; yet, 
when I consider the frank affection he always manifests 
for me— the manly, fearless, and intelligent nature he. 
displays, I cease to accuse myself of folly, and only wish 
I was the father of such a child. 

Farewel, my kind monitor ! believe me, with equal 
respect and gratitude, 

Yours ever, 

Fkrdinand Lbsmore. r. 
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LETTER VL 

MISS LESMOBE TO MRS. LUMLET. 

Highgrore Park^ Aug* Vt. 

OerALBine has, at length, tny dear Augusta, reco« 
i^end from the specie^ of paniq that seii&ed her on my 
br( therms first artival, and is, as I tell her, ^^ Herself 
again !'' We had i^ very v;inioi]s conversation two days 
ago, which,, as well as I caia remembier, I will icepeat to 
you. 

Caroline, she, and I, had been taking a long walk ber 
fore dinner, escorted by Mr. Davenant. During this 
ramble, which was confined to retired fields and lanejs^ 
she had been in more play fqil spirits than 1 almost ever 
saw her; had laughed, isung, dnd talked with the ut* 
most animation, and practised against our good-hu- 
Jtipured brother-in-Uw a thousand tricks. I was not 
backward in seconding her ; and though our matronly 
companion took no active part in our espiegkrtes^ she 
enjoyed them heartily, sind was even the first, slUy to 
instigate us to fresh mischief. As we <kew near the 
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lIMise, bn our return home, Madame de St. Hermine, 
leaning dpon my brother's arm, appeared in sights, 
^^jae^mingly io grave conversation. An ahnost inst^ta* 
^ oebus revolution^perated itself in Geraldine on behold- 
ing them. She drew her bat forwarder, composed her 
j>retty inouth, placed herself between Caroline and me, 
: wad' scarcely spoke another word whxht we were out* 
M^ame de St. Hermine stopped when she came up to 
lis ; hoped we had had a pleasant walk, and inquired 
where we had been. Davenant^ in a moment, poured 
forth a torrent of ludicrous complaints against us, and 
declared he had beeti so baited and ill-used the whole 
morning, especially by Miss Fauconberg^ that he would 
never trust himself out with us again. These accusa- 
tions accorded so very oddly with the sedate look Ge- 
raldine had now assumed, that I saw Ferdinand was 
struck by the incongruity ; aitd a sort of supercTilious 
expression played about his mouth, for which I could 
willingly have beaten him, and which, I am certain^ 
escaped not the observation qf Geraldine. Madame 
de St. Hermine affected great compassion for the op- 
pressed plaintiff, and then walked on with her imperti- 
nent attendant. We proceeded to the house, andy parting 
with Caroline and her husband at the foot of the stairs, 
Geraldine and I went together into the dressing room. 
There, silently taking off her walking things, and 
then sittings down near the window, with a look that 
showed her internally much vexed, she fixed her eyes 
upon some distant object in the park, and appeared to 
forget that any one was near her. I was determined 
not to speak first ; I wished so much to know exactly 
what was passing in her mind, that 1 hoped, if no turn 
was given to her thoughts by chance interrogations, the 
first word she uttered would betray the secret subject of 
her ncieditations. 

At last, endeavouring to speak with cheerfulness, 
*« My dear Julia,*' s^d m9^ " I have behaved very like 
a fool this morning !" 
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I laughed, and answered, ^^ You know best your owd 
title to such a charge ; but the epithet is a little strongs 
and some of its odium, I fear, reflects upon me, who 
have behaved quite as ill." ^ 

*^ O, you entirely mistake me* I am not quarrelling 
with myself for -having teased your brother-in-law ; he 
forgives it, I am very certain, and my conscience per* 
fectly acquits me of all intention seriously to annoy him* 
But what I blame and hate myself for, is the little prind} 
demure look I put on, when Mr. Lesmore came in 
sight. I know not what possesses me, but I feel afraid 
of him ; I am always acting a part in his presence, and, 
conscious of appearing to disadvantage, I disgrace my- 
self by a sort of schoolgirl awkwardness, an imbecile 
shamefacedness, that would only be pardonable in a 
damsel suddenly transplanted from the dairy to the 
drawing-room.** 

*^ I perfectly understand all you mean« my dear Ge- 
raldine,'^ said I ; ^^ and can easily account for the un- 
pleasant feelings ypu mention. Ferdinand appears to 
you a stately censor ; and I will not answer for it that 
he is not reaUy become so ; it used to be otherwise : but 
let that pass. Pray, of what consequence is it to you 
whether he regards you with approbation or not i Why 
do you take the trouble of prescribing to yourself any 
system of conduct on his account i I cannot bear to 
see you repressing your spirits, banishing every smile^ 
and sitting like a snubbed baby in his company. For- 
get, or try to become careless, whether he is in the room, 
or a hundred miles off ; and exert your utmost endea- 
vours to be exacdy what you were before he came to 
the house.*' 

^^ Thank you, dear Julia, for this encouraging advice ; 
I will compel myself scrupulously to follow it. But let 
ine explain to you, as well as I am able, the origin of my 
strange fears. I have been spoiled by the indulgent 
partiality of my uncle and Madame de St. Hermine ; 
they scarcely ever looked unkindly at me in their lives* 
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it^tHe'I have been '^o8t i^i^stb^^ to a»doiate 
liilAf^cifeh, fdr instaildb/ as your mother, your sister, 
Mid yourself, have all regarded and treated itie with the; 
same lenity. Now, your brother, who ou^t, perhsTps, 
fibber the most courteous among them—*' 
'>^« He ought to have his ungracious visage flapped!* 
ifilRTupted I, angrily. 

^^^^^^^Not on my account,**' resumed she, with a smile ; 
^^Bhpptng would make his general manners moro 
cbncithttidg, I should not be very sorry to hear he had 
undergone the operation, though I should certainly be 
ctoremrely uiiwilling he should suffer it in my cause : 
but^Iet me conclude what I had to say. Your brother 
if the first person who ever cast -upon me a forbidding 
glance. Unlike the rest of hisi kind family, he seems 
eompletely ^dkdain me ; aild, to say the truth, had he 
been of any other race, I should have endeavoured, 
ftoln the moment I perceited it, equally to disdain him ; 
but the relation of so^many dear friefids, I could not 
itbMediately consider with such total indifference ; and 
I h^ve been^^ accustomed to hear him so highly spoken 
of, that I was aihbitious^ letlne own it, to obtain hi^ 
giiod opinidn* But all that is now over ; we have both 
reetivcd stich unfavourable impressions, that I know 
liHC whethef Time even, all-powerful as he is, will ever 
be lAle to efiace theni. However that may be^ rest as- 
sut^^ niy dear Julia, that, from this ihstant, it shall be 
•niy incessaiit dtudy to rise superior to the weak embar-' 
fftsltnient he caused me !" 

^ She protiounced this last semence with aa air of calm, 
btit Wounded dignity, that infinitely struck me. I 
highly applauded the determination she had adopted, 
and we mutually agreed to banish Ferdinand entirely 
from our convet^tibn, and as much a^ possible from 
dor thoughts. 

* During dinner, at v^Mch were piNMent, in addition to 
our own party, a neigbboorin^'i family G^4:be name of 
VOL. I. C • 
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Everley, remarkably sensible, pleaaifig people, Geral*^ 
dine appeared restored to all her accustomed ease and 
presence of mind. Mr. Everley, who occupied the 
seat next to her at the head of the table, which Ferdi- 
nand in general so ungraciously fills, held her in almost 
constant conversation. She was by no means negligent, 
however, of the rest of the company, but did the ho^ 
nours of her place with grace and politeness; and never, 
I thought, appeared to greater advantage. I know 
not whether Lesmore observed the change in her de- 
meanour. He sat next to Mrs. Everley, and was en" 
gaged in discourse with her almost all dinner-time : but 
that Madame de St. Hermine, Mr« Archer, and Caro- 
line perceived it, was vtry evident, as was likewise the 
pride and pleasure which the revolution gave them. 

Before the gentlemen left the dintng-parMur to rejoin 
us at tea, my mother, whom we had been expecting the 
whole day, drove up to the door. The sound of the 
carriage drew every body out into the hall, where she 
bad some reason to be surprised at finding so large- a 
party assembled to receive her. But in the countty, 
the rattle of wheels, you know, is an event. Compli- 
ments, inquiries, and an introduction to the two visit- 
ors, Mr. and Mrs. Everley, having passed, tea and 
coffee were ordered) and we dispersed ourselves over 
the drawing-room in detached parties. . I belonged to 
one, consisting of Geraldine, Mr. Everley, and Caro- 
line ; but yet I was placed in such a direction, that, 
v^hen I chose to listen, I could distinctly hear what was 
talked of in the next groupe, composed of my mother, 
Madame de St* Hermine, and Ferdinand. One of the 
first speeches that caught my attention was the fellow* 
ing, made by my mother : 

^^ I have seen at Lady Rachel Sinclair's, an acquaint- 
ance of yours, Ferdinand, who did you the honour to 
make many polite inquiries after you." 
. ** A lady, I presume ; pray, who was she V^ 
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Vc^ Mrs* Neville. She is nieoe to Lady Rachel, and 
«ow on a visit to her." . 

.** Mrs. Neviile!" repeated my brother, in a tone of 
eurpHse ^ ^^ and how long has she been in this part of 
^ world r 

' ^^I cannot exactly tell yoa : but when she leaves her 

«unt, which I believe will be soon, she is coming very 

near Mr. Archer's, to^ house callled Westhill, which 

"•he has lately purchased, and is now fitting up." 

• You it ill wonder,«my dear Augusta, why I should 

repeat to you this apparently insignificant dialogue : but 

. the fact is, I know something of Mrs. Neville myself, 

and felt truly provoked when I heard she was comiag 

4nto this neighbourhood. Last year, whilst I was ac 

Brighton, with the Davenwdts and Ferdinand, we used 

to see her every day. She was the belle of the place ; 

a very fashionable, gay, young widow : and Lesmore 

obtaining an introduction to her, soon became one of. 

her most assiduous courtiers. They danced together, 

walked together, were of the same parties upon the 

.water, and, in short, flirted most abominably ! I dread 

the idea of their meeting again, and heartily hope she 

Will not tdke possession of her new house till my bro- 

Act is gone. 

^ Cards having been proposed, and declined by evdry 
body, except my mother, Mr* Archer, Davenant, and 
^Madame de St. Hermine, some of the rest of the party 
Applied toGeraldine for a little music. She still tound 
some platfcible pretence to decline singing, but consent- 
ed to play without hesitation, and acquitted herself with 
' even more than her usual excellence. This was the 
"firtt time die had ever been induced to sit down to the 
instrument when Ferdinand was in the room : but, in 
pursuance of her good resolutions of the morning, I 
saw she was determined no longer to let him have any 
influence over her conduct. His surprise on hearing 
her {>erform_in so superior a manner, was very percep- 
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ttible^ and^ to me, ve^ graufyiog. She remained UQ<>» 

conscious of it, however ; for, during the whole eveu- 
,ing, her eyea, 1 Relieve, never rested upon hioi a mo- 
ment, 

Wbeh they would allow her to rise from the piano- 
forte, Mr. Kverley asked her whether she had made 
any addition, when last in town, to her cqllection of 
coins and medals ? - 

" Very few,'* answered she j " but my uncle bpught 
me an exceeding good set of sulphurs/' 

Mr. Everlcy begged to see them j and she left the 
room to fetch the boxes in which they were contained* 
•As they were more, however, than she could conveni- 
ently carry, I hastened after her to assist in bringing 
them down. ' , 

*' You played delightfully, my dear Geraldinp,'* sai4 
I, when I joined her, '* and your looks and manners are 
just what they used to be." 

*' Thank you, Julia, for supporting me against thji^ 
formidable brother of yours. I rejoice to find in my- 
self courage to feel and appear at ease la his society.*' 

^^ He ha£f been so disagreeable since he came here,,'' 
resumed I, *' that I really do not love him at, this mo- 
ment half so well as I used to do." 

^^ O, Julia ! can any thing make one cease to love a 
brother ?" 

I kissed her for this affectionate sentiment, and s6<hi 
after we returned with our burthens into the drawing- 
room. V f 

You will blame me, Augusta, for censuring Lesmore 
so unsparingly to our friend. I believe, however, 
though I did.it in sincerity of indignation, it would be 
no bad plan to do it frpm policy. Magnifying the 
faults of any one who has o^ended a aeiierous nature^ 
only calls forth extenuations, ajpd sets tn^: fancy at work 
to find out ingenious apologies for the delinquent. You 
perceive that Geraldine will not let me profess any dir 
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ll^miScm of Regard fat my brother : bat Would, were I 
tb be too severe, rise up in his defence* 

The stilQhu)^) ^ little cabinet of coins, and sbm» 
prints in port-folios, filled up our time during the re- 
mainder of the evening. Mr. and Mrs. Everley ap* 
|iear to have a taste for all these sort of things, and 
departed apparently much pleased with their vi3it. 

I shall have more to say to you of this agreeable cou- 
^e in a future letter ; at present, I will confine myself 
to the relation of a little incident, which, as it was com^ 
municated to us yesterday morning by Geraldine, must, 
I think, have made a favourable impression upon our 
philosophical brother— h^ who so much despises exag- 
gerated and puerile female terrors; 

Whilst we were all, except Ferdinand, who was tak- 
ing an early ride, assembled round the breakfast-table, 
Geraldine asked us whether We chose toiiear a frightful 
story ? •* One,** she added, **^4hat relates to something, 
ytfy like"a nocturnal Vision, which appeared to me last 
night." 

*^To you!** we all exclaimed. " Oh, pray tell us 
the whole history." 

*• Why, then, resumed she, solemnly, " it was about 
tw6 o'clock this morning when I was suddenly awaken- 
ed by hearing a slight libise in piy room. The night 
being hot, I had di^wn up both the window curtains, 
aikt left part of the window shutters open, so that the 
haidon, who is always an active agent on these sort of 
occasions, poured a long line of radiance into the apart- 
ment. Just in this line stood a light, slim figure, re- 
flecting from its white habiliments the bright beams that 
pl^yfed upon it ? I started from my pillow** 

Here she was interrupted by the entrance (an unwel- 
cofiie onlB to us aH at that moment) of Ferdinand, apo- 
logizing foff not having returned sooner, and bringing 
xj^ back to all tfre common forms of common life. As 
soon ^as he wis Heated j helped to tea, and cream, and 
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i»gftr« waAx^9 ^^ gtve him a terrific aceoiuil q€ the 
slim ghost, and besought Ceraldiae to conclude its ad^ 
ventures* A little of l\er but-lately-banished timidity 
assaildl her, ^nd she wished, for that tim^ to wave ths 
subject; but every body was so anxious to hear the 
sequel of the tale, that, ms^Liog a'. noble effort to coa^ 
quer her reluctance, yet blushing^ and at first looking 
down, she thus went on : 

^^ With breathless alarm, I gazed at the inexplicable 
ai^rition, but had not courage to speak* It presently 
began to mf>v€, and, muttering to itself in indistinct ac- 
cents, went to my dressing-table, and threw away the 
faded flowers I had worn ; then flitted to thtx chest of 
drawers, and drew one or two of them open: but all 
this time appeared to have no design to molest me, or . 
even to approach the same end of the room. At last, 
as it again stood still in the lightest part of the cham- 
ber, I thought I knew its face ; and had a mouoiain beea 
removed from my chest, the relief could not have beea 
greater to my oppressed respiration J" 
. *^ Who was it ?" we eagieily demanded* 

*^ Jane, my neW maid, who was walking in her sleep, 
and dreaming, I suppose, poor girl, of her mistress's 
caps and gowns, which she fancied herself, perhaps, ar- 
iranging in the nicest order." ■■ , - 

" What did you do when you ma4e this discovery F^'v 

^^ Why, bless her from the bottom of my heart, for 
being neither a spectre nor a thief I-^-^nd, mpreoarert 
rise up, throw on a dressing-gown, take her gently by 
the hand, and conduct her to her owaro^m*" / 

** Did she wake then ?" . 

*^ No ; I led her to the bed-side, and contrived to 
make her sit down ; but how to induce her to get into 
the bed 1 knew not, without startling her out of her 
sleep, and causing her, when sbe^saw me, and beipame 
conscious of the strsmge vagaries she had played, as 
nauch cpostemation as I had s^fferec} xvyiielf. I (bere- 
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immwmfft b^r Mp aa weU as I cmikli kft the nxmif nd 
ii^paired to that of cme of the other maids, who slept 
«^ar her, aod whom I recommended to go <}uietly to 
hen Aad thus ends my msffvellous adventure." 
^^It is an. adventure, my darlings girl," said Mr* 
Archer, *^ which, in all its circumstances^ reflects upon 
ypu great credit. But there/' added he, looking 
Ht Madame de St« Hermine, /^ there we must make 
our acknowledgements. To the incomparable coun* 
sels and example of that admirable friend, you owe 
the calm and considerate presence of mind which ena- 
bkd you, on this oocasion, to act so properly." 

*^ Dear uncle," said Geraldine, rising and looking 
abashed, ^^ how much too seriously do you exalt the 
merit of this little transaction !*' 

All who were present, however, evei» Ferdinand, 
joined with her uncle in apphuidtng her ; but, ashamed 
of having drawn upon herself' such encomiums, she 
took me by the hand, and we left the room together. 

I protested to her, when we were alone, that I could 
not have acted so-cootty in such circumstances ; adding, 

f* The moment the phantom appeared, I should have 
begun a shrink, which would have lasted till somebody 
came to my asi^istance ; »id, I do assure you, now I 
know there is one of the Somrmmiuies in the house, I, 
shall takei especial care to lock myself up every night.'' 

^* You need not, my dear Julia,^' said she, laughing, 
^ for I intend to order Jane's door to be fastened as 
sofo as she goes to bed ; and I even purpose to have 
bars put to her windows: for I have heard that these 
poor creatures sometimes meet with frightful accidents^ 
by trying, if they find themselves locked up, to get out 
through thb windows !'^ / 

.We > then went to. die dressing-room, where we 
uaually mte^ry morning, and where Geraldine, whp i» 
painting amimature of little Charles, sent for him to 
gimJier; tk. scorns. , It is my pcoviace, by readings sm 
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telHng htm ftmiiaing stories, to keep him quiet during 
the half hour he is detained ; and when his iitiprison* 
ment is over, ^e load him with so many little rewards 
for having been good, that he is hy no means unwilling 
to come to us. The picture is not yet much advanced^ 
but promises to be extremely like. Caroline, for whom 
it is intended, has offered to stay some days longer than 
she originally intended, to give the fiiir paintress time 
to finish it. The proposal has been gratefully accepted. 
Adieu, my dearest Augusta. 

Yours, ever affectionately, 

JtTtiA Leskore^ 



LETTER VIL 

MISS ISSHAOBB TO TW SAME. 

Highgrove Eark^ Aug* 29* 

YoirR kind letter, my dear Augiista^ has just been 
delivered to me. Indeed you are much too grateful 
ibr those I have written since Ferdinand's arrivaL 
Independent of the conviction I feel of the interest 
you must take in all that is now passing at Highgrove 
Park, I derive^reat ^amusement and pleasure from 
communicating to you my thou ^s and observations 
upon the conduct, at this criticdl juncture, of two p^r-^ 
sons we all so affectionately love. Your approbation of 
my voluntary labours will encourage me not to relax in 
industry. 

Yesterday morning, on our return from one of our 
accustomed rambles, CaroKne, <>evaldine, and I Went 
into the library^ where Madame de St^ Hermine was 
sitting with my mother and the three gentlemen. Pre« 
sently, little Chaiies ran past^e-wiadew, and Fi^rdi- 
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\ umil^ B^mriing from Us 4;hair, threw up ihe Bathnwd 
1:^4 the child to him* t 

»; ^> Qiarles," said he^ ^ yan are a young truant ! I havfK 
wailted you the^whole moraiiig*" . 

^^ liave you^ uncle V^ said tbit! boy, rather pUuntively, 
^* aod imist I opme to you now ^" 

^vli^t if you are,i^ry unwilling ;, hut you know I 
should not ke^p y^u long." . 

-.^^ O, I doD-t mind how long you keep me, uncle, if I 
may but run about, and talk, and look as I like ! But 
I am so tired of those nasty pictures ! And I have 
been very good about them once this morning already*'' 

*^ Why, my dear fellow, this is the first time I hav)e 
seen you to-day !" 

^^ O, but I have been /riclt<rffi{f for all that ! HavVt 
I, Miss Fauconberg?'' 

^' Yes, my dear C^arles^ and you were aji^ery patient 
little boy 4 but I am sorry to have tired you so mu<& 
^ 4hat you will not ;aoff go to yout uiicle«" . . ^ 

^^ Ferdinand,'' said I, ^^ if you will riiow us the por« 
^ait yoju' have been so snuf^y taking of this child, I 
ifrill^ in rc^cMsn, lend you my assistance during tlie sit* 
loyag^irandezeriiiiyself to amuse him, as Z^have^hitherte 
4o9e, whilst he has ^ee^ with Geraldine." » 

, , ^l A very gQiievoius proposal, and I accept iu condi* 
Ip^ns ; buiy cQukl • y^u noit prevail upon Sfiss Faucon^ 
berg to let Ais have a sight of the picture fhe has begun V^ 

^^ % fidl means^^ cried Mr. An:her^ *Uet uslook at 
ithe two perforn^mcea together/' 

G^raldine, on aceount of hers being in so unfinished 
a^tnte^ inade some remonsttmnces^ but /they were over^ 
ruled by her uncle's eamestnesSf and, with her^accusp 
^tooled gQod-hamour, she ran up stairs to fetch it* Fer- 
dinand Uitwise went ia'Search of his, and when they 
both returnMU it was entertatntng to observe the eager- 
ness with which ead^ soM|^ io examine the othei^js 
perlbrmance* • In their different styles, we found it 
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in^essible to decide which was the best done, the most 
beautiful, Or the strongest likeness. Lesmore's is only 
a drawing in water*colours, for he has no (Qaterials here 
for painting in oils ; but it is exquisitely graceful, more 
highly finished than his drawings usually im«, and de- 
signed with an ease and freedom truly masterly. The 
miniature of Geraldine, like herself, is inimitalily deli* 
cate ; the cc^uring is glowing, and yet natural : and 
the outline, I believe, might bear the strictest exs^mina-^ 
tion. Ferdinand appeared delighted with it, and Ge- 
raldine was no less struck with bis drawing* I was 
enchanted that accident had thus made eacb acquainted ' 
with a talent in the other, of which they are mutually so 
well qualified to judge. . 

We dined an hour earlier than usual, my mother and 
Madame de St. Hermine wishing to take an evening 
drive to N , our nearest town, on some shopping 
business. Caroliiie chose to accompany them^ but Ge^ 
yddine and X declined being of die parqr f and as sodH 
^s they wtre gone, ordering a table and gardeti-cbairs 
to be placed mr us in the shade, on the banks of the 
river, we went and took possession of our rural seats, 
with our books and work. The wea^r was delicious ^ 
#ur minds were calm and ha^y ; every thing around 
us looked serenely-beautiful ; and never in my life, I 
think, did I more qomptetdy and gratefully enjoy the 
consciousness of existence. 

Fearless of dew or of cold, we watched, in almost 
total silence, the gradual advance^ of the shades of 
evening, the rise of the moon, and the general diffusion 
of that sort of mistiness which spreads itself through 
the air at the close of a glowing summer*day. At 
length, Geraldine, who had for some Hme been employ- 
ed in making memorandums in heriaUets,breike silence, 
and, in a voice soft and sootfaing^as the sev^e we were 
contemDlating^ recited the fbUowiog ^ ^ ^^ 
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V SONKETj 

Thjf sobe^%ht, O Evening f let me hail. 
Catch thy soft badness, and thy crfm repoic t 

At thy approa^'let mourners tsease to waiH 
And OQ-thy bosom bush their throbbing woei. 

l*hy balmy power has oft Been felt by thdse 
Who, thro' the day, were troubled or oppressed t 

Fi-om grief and tcnl the haggard bondman owea 
To tnee his dear-bought> temporary rest 

The happy bless the advances of the mora^ 
'^ £xpe<stiii|^pleasurea they but seUk^ find } 

But thou, mild £vening 1 art to the forlorn 
A precious harbinger of peace of mind : 
Who seeks not joys to thee will be a friend. 
And wiUi thy 8ti&ieS»4iu» owxr seittrirr blend* 

Scarcely had she concluded the tast line of this little 
peosive effijsioii^ jwben we beardy a|t no great distancei 
4fa^ voices of the |;eDdemeQ, and presepfly were joined 
Jby theim Tbey drew a bench near us and sat down, 
|ifr. Archer saying, as he took his place, ^ 

t *^ This is ail hour and a scene to awaken poetical 
id^as ; have they produced no such effect upon eithe,r 
erf youy my fair friends ?" 

Geraldine pressed my hand to engage me. not to be- 
trays her, and Mr. Archer« looking tip, presently added, 

^^ Wlu> amongst our English poets has succeeded 
best in describing the jpieauties of a clear, mild^ and Iran* 
quil evening like the present i" 

^^It has been<a fovourite subject,'* answered Les- 
more^ >^ with sa oaaoy wri^rs, that it were hard to de« 
cide by which k has been most successfully treated. 
None^ however, who have expressly chosen, not merely 
kiQiden^aUy introdiiced it, baa been moft universally 
admired tbfui the eathvisiastic and animated Collins*" 

^^ His Ode to Evening," s^d Mn Archer, ^^ I knoir, 
is much celebn^ andagi^ovedt bv^ I confess, it is. 
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to long since I read it, that I scarcdy retain any recol- 
lection of its peculiar beauties^^ When we return to 
the house we will loot at it." 

" O, no," cried ly *' the house would spoil it. .This is 
the moment, and this the spot, to hear it to -advantage ; 
and Geraldine can repeat it." 

" Well, theji,*' said Mr. Archer, ** let us hay^ k." 
Geraldine, thuB* called upon, sumasoned.all her cou- 
rage, and, after a short pause, began : ; 

'* If aught pf oaten stop or pastoral song/' &c. 

Mr;. Archer was extremely pleased, hat only with the 
poem, but with her ready compliance ; he particularly 
approved the twelve concluding lines ; praised her intel- 
ligent and llnaiK^cre^ mode of delivery, ahd exhorted 
her never to neglect the cultivation of so correct and 
enviable a memory. * 

After this, the conversation turned upori the subject 
of modem poetry in general ; and some of our party 
could not forbear animadverting, rather severely, upon 
the frippery taste, the rage for epiriiets, t^e unmeailing 
, and insipid sentimentality that nas abounded in many 
hot-pressed recent productions, embellished i/^ith ele- 
gant engravings. 

. » We laughed in former days," said Mr. Archer, 
^at the plausible galimatias of the Well-knoWn love 
song, 

" IFluttering spread thy purple pinl<m8«, 
«• GenUe Cupid !" 8m;. 

but it seems to me as i£. the same sort of nonsense was 
now written in sober sadness, and gravely mistaken for 
refinement and delicacy." 

. ^* I scarcely know may poet 6f nsodem date," smd 
Lesmore, ^^ whose productions have afforded me more 
genuiiiepleasure than^Btims* Many of hircotnposi- 
tions are extremely melaacholyi and some are even 
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tilled with bitterness and asperity ; but they are s6 
l^al, the feeling they express is so wholly divested 

of affectation^ such indications of a warm and generous 
l^^^iirt, such manly strength of thought, aijd, from time 

1^ time, such vivid flashes of genius break forth, that 
he not only excites, but rivets our attention, and insensi- 
bly awakens for himself our most partial interest and 

-tfegard." 
"^>* You speak enthusiastically, my dear tesmore." 
;^ I speak with the admiration I always experience 
when I ^ake up a volume*of his poems.*' 

T >I must make myself better acquainted with this 

favourite bard of yours. Geraldine, have you got his 

Works in your litde library ?'' 

[ *' Yes, my dear Uncle.*' 

^ ^^ And are^you as zealous an advocate for him as 
Lesmore?" - 

She professed exactly the same sentiments, and spe- 

^cified some erf the poems whiclv she most admired. 

^Xhis led to a request from Ferdinand, that, if ^he could 
remember, she would -recite' one of them. 

1. , After a moment's consideration, she selected atid re- 
lated the stanzas entitled, from their plaintive burthen, 

**^ Man was made to mourn.*' 
. I wjsh, my dear Augusta^ you could have shared in 
the pleasing, though melancholy sensations with which 
we heard her. So grateful to the ear was the well- 
regulated tone of her voice ; so impressive the lines 
themselves, and so affecting, yet so natural, the expres- 
sion with which she uttered them, that, as I listened to 
her, as I surveyed her light and graceful form, and saw 
her fine eyes cast upwards, and glittering in the moon- 
beams " with undropt tears,*' I thought it impossible to 
Ibeboid a more interesting representative of beauty, in- 
tiocence, and sensibili^. 
: I know not how Ferdbaifed looked, for his face was 
overshadowed by the boughs of 'a luxuriant shrub 
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growing near him ; but I have reason to believe he was 
penetrated and softened, for when she ceased, he- ex- 
pressively said— 

^^ To hear, in such a scene, poetry I so much love, 
repeated in such accents, is greater luxuiy than I ever 
experienced!" # 

Geraldine hastily turned her head, as if to convince 
herself that words so flattering indeed proceeded from 
the lips of my brother ! I myself alinost doubted whe- 
ther I had heard aright, till Davenant, with a laugh, 
cried out, 

*^ Why,Leyunore,i^e shall have^dw tlutiingsonneteer, 
for the mere pleasure orhearing Miss Fauconberg re- 
hearse your effusions !" 

•'Are you siire," said I, **that Miss Fauconberg^ 
would think them worth committing to memory ?" 

•' I doii't know how that might be with regard to her ; 
but I have heard other ladies repeat Lesmbre's verses." 

^^ InJIeed ! and who were those ladies ?" inquired 
I, little dreaming of the indiscretion I was leading poor 
Davenant to commit. ^ 

^* Why, all last season, at Brighton, Mrs* Neville was 
sin^ng airs to which he had composed words ; and 
even recited in company, short poems of his,' which he 
had addressed toiler." 

" Pooh, pooh !" cried I, " they were none of his own 
composition, I dsu'e say." And then risirig^ to put an 
end to the conversation, I asked Geraldine to go back 
with me to the house. 

A few moments after we had entered the drawing- 
room, the three ladies returned from N . ■■■ , and no- 
thing more was said of Mrs. Neville tfaatnig^ 

But this morning, an old maiden lady, Mrs. Sibylla 
Milbanke^ who lives about fou| miles from hence^ and 

Jays a formal half-yearly visit at Highgrove Park, about 
lichaelmas and Lady-day, called, and obtiged Geral- 
dine and mysdf, who were very busy ia the dre8sing«> 
room, to go down and receive her. ' 
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^^. 4% We soon found that she had brought with her a 

^Ipvidget of news, whiqh she was eager to impart ; for 

f ^scarcely had we been five minutes in the room, before 

||^4hus, in a little cracked nasal voice, began—- 

?fci 'fWell, Miss Fauconberg, I hear you ve soon to 

^ve a mighty gay neighbour at Westhill. I give you 

• ,4^y ; for her house, I am told, will be the resort of every 

' '/^j^png that is £»shiooable in the county---I am speaking 

of the brilliant widow NeviUe : you know her^ I think, 

, ^3s Lesmore ?" » 

, >^ I never ^as introduced to her, madam/* 

^ ** Well, but, at least, your brother knoi^s her ?" add- 

r^ she, with a facetious nod, ^^ I had a friend last year at 

Brighton, who wrote me word" u > 

* . "My -brother, madam," interrupted I (Ferdinand 

was not present during this notable conversation), " has 

v^been acquainted with^Lord M , Mrs. Neville's 

relation and particular friend, several years ; and you 

y^obMy heard die was in the house with his lordship, 

:4M^whQlQ time ^he staid at Brighton*" . , 

/ "Very true, very true, my dear. But, as I was tell- 

^^Sy^r this dashing widow is to take possession of 

«-lier new house next week; and I have bien assured 

^that nothing can exceed the elegance with which she is 

fitting it up. She had a large fortune when she mar- 

^iedy most of which vras settled upon herself; and 

«.«ow, having no little ones, I suppose she finds that, 

^without inconvenience, she can gratify her taste for 

magnificence. I am mighty curious to see the house, 

,1 must own: for I am informed she has had every 

'^thing down new from London, upon the most fashion* 

able, I^arisian models. In all the hest apartments, the 

Heunains and hangings are silk, richly fringed." — 

,^; In short, for I tire of writing her minute gossip, 

iirom curtains she proceeded to chairs, tables, beds, 

sofas, carpets, and spared us no iota of detail respecting 

any one article of ornament or furniture throughout the 
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house ; the different colours of the silk hangings, the' 
size, height, and breadth of the mirrors ; the form of 
the chimney clocks, and the pattern of the bell ropes ! 
We listened with due complacency ; and, at the expira- 
tion of three quarters of an hour, which she might 
boast to have spent by no means idly, she rung for her 
little rhubarb-coloured chariot, and ambled away. 

When Geraldine and I were once more established 
in the dressing-room, she said, 

" I shall like; very much to be acquainted with this 
Mrs. Neville when she comes to Westhill. I am cu- 
rious to see t\}e sort of woman Mr. Lesmore admires." 

" My dear Geraldine," said I, " you are not aware 
how common a thing it is at all sea-bathing, or public 
places, to set up some fashionable woman as a tempora- 
ry idol, a rally ing-point, round which all the idle young 
men of to?i flutter and flirt for the season, and then never 
think of again." 

She confessed her ignorance of such subjects, and 
began talking of something else. 

We are going to be very gay. Two invitations have 
arrived to-day, both of which are accepted : one is to a. 
dinner af Mr. and Mrs. Everley's ; the otherjto a splen- 
did ball, given by a baronet in this neighbourhood. Sir 
James Charltrbiiry, in honour of our late public success- 
es. The. ladies are all to be dressed in uniform, with 
emblematical ornaments allusive to the occasiojp. My 
mother, Geraldine, and I, have already'written up to 
town for our paraphernalia. Madame de St. Hermine 
and Carpline, though included in the invitation, have 
declined it. The latttr, indeed, will be gone from 
hence before the ball takes place. Geraldine calculates 
that her miniature of the little boy will be in such a 
state of forwardness by Monday as not to require any 
more sittings. , Ferdinand finished his drawing of him 
this morning. On Tuesday, therefore, I fear we shall . 
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my sister, who is impatiieiit to rejoia the rest of. her 

^^ le family. 

^f We have just hearjd that the E verleys are amongst 
'€t>mpahy invited to Sir JsitatshfSte ; and I should 
^)^i^ be at all surprised if my mother wa^ to consign 
C^^aldine and me to their care for the evening. She 
Isiems half to repent having accepted the invitation"; 
fUdlLS of the distance, the bad roads, the late hour at 
iiHiich we shall return ; and give^ me a strong suspicicm 
^^oft, before to-morrow, she will write to countermand . 
w the things ordered from town* 

'Good night, my dear Augusta. 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

^- August 31. 

^ If Lesmbre does not, at last, do justice to the merits 
dF our inestimable Geraldine, let us all disown any con- 
fi^^ipn with him ! 

> A few days ago, Mr, Archer, having heard some of 
dilr party express a wish to practice shooting with bows 
ap4 arrows, had ^a target put up near the housi», and 
every moiiiing since, jDavenant, Geraldine, and I, have 
gone out as soon^as breakfast was over, and spent near 
ian hour in trying pur skill with these new playthings. 

Yesterday, when we sallied forth, as usual, on this 
wise errand, my brother chose to accompany us, and 
tiake part in the amusement. Madame de St. Hermine 
and Mr. Archer likewise attended us, and stood as 
spectators and umpires of our dexterity. Ferdinand 
proved to be an admirable marksman, and shamed even 
duf original instructor, Davenant ; who once,* I ^now 
not by what misconduct or mismanagement, shot his 
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arrow so completely out of its intended direction, that 
it as nearly as possible struck against my brother's 
shoulder, as he stood on one side, talking with Madame 
de St. Hermine. Geraldine, who either saw it coming, 
or guessed, from Davenant's awkward manner of hold- 
ing it, what was likely to happen, precipitately drtw 
Ferdinand back, and saved him the pain of a pretty se- 
vere bruise. At first, unconscious of her motive for 
making such a seizure, he looked at her with amaze- 
ment ; but, on hearing the business explained, his sur- 
Erise gave way to feelings of obligation, and he thanked 
er in the most animated terms. She laughed at his' 
gratitude ; disclaimed the least title to it, and declared 
she hardly knew who it was ihe drew away, but, at the 
moment, acted entirely from a mechanical impulse. I 
do not think Lesmore much liked this interpretation of 
her conduct. It appeared to me as if he had rather 
have been allowed to suppose he owed his escape to her 
vigilant anxiety for his preservation. All these saucy 
men are prodigiously disposed to imagine themselves 
of great consequence ; and Very apt to be affronted and 
sullen when they find themselves mistaken. 

The next person who was to take arm happened un- 
fortunately to be me. At the moment I was pulling 
the string of the bow, poor little Charles, perfectly un- 
suspicious of the danger he was incurring, came sud- 
denly from behind some trees, and, seeing Ferdinand^ 
ran towards him, atross the ground that was between 
me and the target, and, before a^y bodjf could save him, 
was thrown down by the force with which the blunt, 
but rapid and heavy arrow 'struck against his arm ! 

Oh, Augusta ! had any one, at that moment, taken 
the same weapon and aimed against me, I believe I 
should have been thankful. ^ Unconsciously, I was fly- 
ing towards the house, without aim or project, when 
Geraldine, preserving that admirable prestnee of mind 
with which she is so peculiarly blessed, called me back, 
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i| besought me notto carry the alarm within doors, 

terrify Mrs. Davenant and my mother with any 

n information of what had happened. Then 

pHl^ng, herself on the ground, and gently< raisings and 

porting the little sufierer, she asked Madame de St* 

lanine whether it woiild not be right immediately to 

l^ici^ open the sleeve of his nankeen dress ? 

^ Yes, certainly." > 

** Then," resumed she^ *' whilst I do that, let some<* 
p: l>^y go for our apothecary; he is very skilful as a 
f*iWB^^^i s^nd may be here in less than half an hour.*' 

:iDavenant, on hearing this, said he would ride and 
tfetch him himsclt Madame de St. Hermine directed:^^ 
Mm which road to take, and he instantly left us to run 
^towards the stables. 

Meanwhile, Geraldine, having borrowed a knife, was 

ISbpening, with a light, but steady hand,, the sleeve of 

i;;^harle8*s coat. Ferdinand knelt by her, and held the 

^^5*child's arm, who, aware of their intended kindness, 

^lliaade ^no resistance, but, on the contrary, appeared 

^^«rateful for their care. The measure oiir young friend 

|r^had suggested, proved the wisest that could have been 

i ; -]pla[rsued ; for, in a very short time, the little tender limb 

.> r-iiy^ifed so considerably, that it would have been equally 

L >54lficul,t and painful to have attempted getting it re- 

t* -leased. When this first relief was effected, Lesmore 

?i?V^ittipk him in his arms and carried him to the nursery. 

.|^H§6arcely had the infant hero shed a tear from the mo- 

tp^tit he received the hurt : but encouraged by his un- 

^icle's commetidations of liis manliness and spirit, and 

^^Ifearftil of grieving his kind attendant, Miss Faucon- 

bfrg^.he repressed all complaints, and displayed the ..* 

nqio&t extraordinary self-command. 

' Madame de St. Hermine now besoujght Geraldine to 

ta^e upon herself the task of announcing the accident 

t^ to Caroline, and went in person to my mother to cxe- 

cute the same unthankful office. 
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Shocked, humbled, and dejected, I was leaving them, 
to bend my melancholy steps towards the nursery, wlieil 
* Geraldine, detiaining me a moment, and affectionately 
embracing me, said : 

'* My dearest Julia, reproach not yourself for an ac- 
cident so wholly unintentional. No lasting ill effetts 
will result from it, I am persuaded ; and you wiU grieve 
us all if you suffer your kind heart to be thus dis- 
tressed." " 

Ferdinand, who had by this time rejoined lis, united 
with her in endeavouring to console me; and then, 
whilst Geraldine went up to my sister, returned again 
to the nursery with me. 

The child was lying upon his bed, and, to judge ^d^ 
the flush in his cheeks, seemed to be in great pain : biit 
forbore all murmurs, and even looked up at us with a 
faint smile. His arm, however, was frightfully disco- 
loured, and the swelling seemed increased. My appris- 
hensions exceeded all bounds ! I besought the house-^ 
kcjeper, who how entered the room, to prepare some 
application for the part ; to attempt, at least, giving him 
some relief ; and when Caroline appeared, so guilty 
and so fearful did I feel, that, unable to look at hel*, I 
sunk upon my knees by the bed-side, and buried my 
face in the quilt. Her voice, addressing me in accents 
of kindness, first gave me courage to raise my head ; I 
transferred it from the bed to her lap, and there, press- 
ing,her two hands between miile, as she sat by her boy*8 
pillow, I wept like a child. Ferdinand was concerned 
to behold my useless sorrow, and endeavoured to draw 
me out of the room : but I refused to leave it till the- 
surgeon arrived, and he desisted from the attempt. 

After an interval that appeared to me, that appeared 
to us all, of incalculable duration, the medical man was 
at length announced. His report gave unexpected 
comfort to the whole family. He ordered what he 
thought necessary, recomnvended us to keep the child 
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vj^l* Uie rest of the 4ayr ^^j promising to call 
Jb the evening, went away, having me in a state 
imparative blessedness. 

(^ |hanks and praises that were bestowed upon Ge- 

fcM* her rational, yet active services, were innu- 

lie. She shrunS from them with blushes, and the 

-bi^ffected modesty ; apd, except frpni Madame 

• Hermine, whose judicious commendations, never 

jsd uppn trifles, always appear to exalt her in her 

.^y^s, showed a. sincere wish to escape hearing any 

nipre on the su^jec> 

infinitely to the credit is it of both pupil and 
ctre^g^ th%t she w^o has the oftenest and the^most 
i&xpress^a Jjjlame, should likewise be the person 
ig^ghose lips praise is the most gratifying ! Ger?il- 
' iftfn says, that the slightest testimony of approba- 
Jrpm Madame de St. Hermine, gives her more 
rTelt content than would the most elaborate pro- 
of admiration from any other lips. " I am so 
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at, she added, ** of her scrupulous sincerity, 
pie is to me lite a second conscience ; and, till I 
$6r opinion of any action, I scarcely dare trust to 
Ip, Others, without her frankness, might have " 
sr affection and benevolence.'' 
thei evening, poor Charles showed synoptoms of 
^ipent. . Some one of the family sat watching by 
the wiiole day : jeven Lesmore was very frequently 
1^ rpcWt sTnd evinced an anxiety concerning him, 
^4idjbimgre^| honour in the tender mother's eyes, 
.^tday^^^^a toadd,,our dear litde patient 

^ij^^cierlulfy1)etter J and X have now reason to flatter , 
^^Bmplf my dreadful cluiii^iness will produce no future 

llijts^ief. ,\ , 

>^|f the progress of his recx)very keeps pace with our 
}i^s^ we all dine to-morrow at Mrs. Everley's. I 
pi^omised you «ome further accoun^t of that lady. Have 
patience, Augusta ; in due time, I will honourably fulfil 
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my engagement : perhaps, to-oiorrow morning. Mean 

while, adieu. , v ; 






LETTER IX. ,,. 

MISS LBSM0:RE— -IN CONTINUATIQN. J 

SeJ)tember Ist.^* 

They ^re reading a dry dull book in. the libi;ary4 
Geraldine is busy practising in her dressing-room ; ,44 
gentlemen are out shoptingy an<Ji I am come up tpccmi* 
^lunicate to you the little history of Mrs. Everley. || 

was relatied to raiV by OTadaine de St..JJerxpjne, w^<!i 
probably, learnt it from the lips of its feir heroine. . 
: Though young, handsome, and formed, by her mgii^ 
ners and conversation, to be the ornament and delij^ 
of society, Mrs. Everley, duriiig the early pcriod':j_ 
her marriage, was almost totally debarred from hpld^ 
hitercpurse even with the nearest of her neigUx>i|lf» 
Her htj|sband, considerably pl^er than herself, and a^ 
cdstomed to indulge in recluse, and sedentary habi% 
admitted no visitors into his house but men of his gifn 
age, his long-tried and intimate, friends. To the^ 
Mrs. Everley started no objectioi^ ; on the contrai^, 
her mind was sufficiently cultivated to enable her, at 
times,^to derive infinite entertainmept frpm the variant 
subjects of their conversation, however ; serious tl^ 
might be : but there were other moments, when, recol- 
lecting the gay and animated scenes she had witnessed 
and borne a part in ^Vilst under her fathprV roof, her 
spirits failed her, and she. sighed. to think she had re- 
nounced for ever, amusements and society so congenial 
to her character and time of life, for the gravity, the 
the rigid exclusion of all novelty, and the clock-work 
precision of ^ her present home. The daughter of st 
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remctable coimtry getittemao, <vi^ was possessed <^^ a 
8i]^cient income to bring Aip a lar|;e family with esne 
and elegance, she had never, till hei: marriage , expe^ 
rienced a lonely 4>r mdancholy hour. Surrounded by 
broth^s tad sisters, all affectionately attached to her 
and taeach other ; eherkhed by parents whose happi- 
ness was wrapped "up in that of their childi^en ; loved 
for her tetnper, and admired for h^r acconipH^iiienta^ 
she was tu:it only regarded by others as one of the most 
enviable favourites of nature and fortune, but felt a 
gi|ll»efblcon^ciousnesrher8d£ ofthe blessings she pos<- 

*'Froiki tfaisM^aieof rare, but true domestic felicity, 
ihe was ^firsl^ withdrawn 4>y the influence JMn Everley 
obtained over^her** At the time he first became known 
to her, he was by no medns, in regard to external ap^ . 
iieiarance^ an ipeltgibl<^f>retender to her favour. His 

"^Ibi^sbn and dep^yftm'ent were completely those of H gen*> 
Wiwem^i his coujatena^ce denoted understanding ; and, 

' liiyil^Jllie advantages of fine teeth and good eyes, he was 
lidt^Whblly undeserving the denomination of Kandsome» 
iWaddttion to this. Ins intellectualendownients were so 
1^1^^ superior lo those of the generality of men she had # 

^v'ilfl^erBedwYdiv that the attenticm wi^ which, at a very 
,iii(%»l period of their acqtiliintanpe, he distinguished 

\;1N^^I»l^li»s^fla^redrher vanity, than the apparent equa- 
}jl^^l|l^of hiis telnp^ benevolence of his dispou^ 

V^4|^^terested her hfeart. She prided herself upon the 

:^v4l^tati0n for sense and discernment, «^hich. a choice, 

)^|pi4^»#Ai«ii%^ maturity of judgment, wotild secure 
IHildn* ; "iittd fsmcied,^ that, in becoming the wife^ of a 

^^hiatf a man whof& character as-aconnoisseur in lite- 
fatii^f aiid 1^ (matron of leahilng, stood So high, «he enti- 
#1^ herself to some sWe- in ^ honours tfa^ were paid 
^tQhhim;'^-:.*'f^f^ 

*- ActoatcNi fbjjF^tives "silth as these, she sanctioned 
Mr. Everl^WappHcsoloik to ksr fimhet'i before it waa 
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suspected, Ir^ a single itidividusd of her family, that the 
assiduities of which she had been the object/ had made 
any serious impression upon her mind* How to dis- 
countenance such a proposal, appeared difficult ; yet 
father, mother, all who were of^an age to give an opinion 
upon the affair, felt a repugnance to consenting to ^o 
disproportioned a match, which not any of its advan- 
tages id respect to pecuniary considerations^ could, in 
their eyes, obviate or counterbalance. The fated bride, 
however, appeared irrevocably determined to abide 
her sapient choice : the hut too probable regrets 
which sk^ was condemning. herself, were represented j|i>| 
her in vain : opposition, for the first time in her Bis/ ? 
had the effect of rendering her invincibly self-wille^t J 
and though, at first, her acquiescence had resulted^otoj 
a foolish idea of acquiring consequence by such a unicpi !* 
parental admonitions soon gave to her motives a cologiT'* 
ing of romance^ and she,atla8t, very seriously imagined: i^ 
herself impelled to the deed, by a passjbn as ardent sgpi^: 
unconquerable, as it was, the object cotistdered, lauda- 
ble and rational. >- ; 

The marriage consequently was, in the end, acceded 
to ; and, from that moment to the hour of its c-elebra^ 
tion, showers of odes, sonnets, ly ricaP^^feastoral eom* 
positions, poured from the -fertile pen pi xhe inspired 
lover, and werey by turns, addressed to his fascinated 
fair one, to her mother, her five sisters, her canary bird, ; 
her gold fishes, atfd her Dutch pug. These little pro* 
Auctions, insipid as their subjects frequently were, pos- 
sessed, notwithstanding, the merit of being coined with 
facility and taste: they enraptured the young bride- 
electv; and the well^chosen nuptial presents with which 
they were generally accompanied, still more enraptured 
her less poetically-enthusiastic siisters* 

The marriage-ceremony ov«r^ Mrs. Ererley and her 
newly-wedded lord set out immediately for the usual 
residence of the latter in this comixy. The regret wiUi 
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;h her friends saw her depart, was aggravated hf 
!e ill-boding silence observed by Mr, Everley, upon 
subject of the future intercourse of the two femilies. 
He invited^none of her relatiotis to visit him, nor even 
pped the slightest hiht of any intention speedily to 
iring'her to see them. This omission, however, his 
Iride, affectionately attached as she was to her natural 
friends, scarcely seemed to remark. In Mr. Everley, 
^i^ imaglbed herself secure of a companion, who would 
p ^^inply compensate to her for every other privation : he 
#as to address Parnassus iaU to her, all day long ; to 
>€i!berr to her mind the stores of knowledge with which 
. his own was so richly fraught ; to make of her a philo- 
sopher, a botanist, an astronomer, a mathematician, and 
% chemist 3 to clear to her, by patient definition, aU the 
^mysteries of science ; to stimulate her by encourage* 
^^jMent, and to reward her by tenderness. ^ - ? 

"' These flattering, but illusive expectations retained 
Itt^ir hold a few weeks, and then gradually^ but for 
"^^tveTj vanished ! Mr. Everley, long accustomed, to a 
solitary mode of lealned occupation, found himself, in 
a short time, most wofuUy incommoded by die associa- 
tion to which his blooming partner aspired. She was 
Indefattigably attentive, had ready powers of comprehen- 
lidn, and showed the most exemplary docility; but, 
^^ontpared to biili) she was as ignorant as an infant. To 
-^tdbiandon, therefore, sdl his favourite pursuits, in order, 
''tiy slow degrees, to impart the very rudidnents of know- 
ledge to oiie totally unacquainted even with the com- 
fiibn terms of art ; a stranger to every language but her 
dwn and the French ; a grammarian more by ear than 
'■ ptinciple ; a calculator it^structed only in the first four 
rule$ of arithmetio— to wade through the drudgery of 
communicating learned ideas to one so unprovided with. 
«fVery species of fundamental information, appeared to 
lum a task no less wearisome than unprofitable. He 
married hir, to obtain, in his houn^ of leisure, a gentle,- 
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gdbd-humotired, cDlivetung compaoion ; one who could, 
when he felt inclined to unbend his mind from severer 
studies, participate with him in the pleasures to be de- 
rived from works of imagination ; from historical or 
moral compositions ; or from the lighter effusions of 
his own fancy': but to find, or to make of her a Ma- 
dame Dacier, would have surpsttsed at once his expec*' 
tation and his wishes* 

The discovery of these discouraging sentimmis in her 
undissbmbling help'-mate, speedily terminated all Mrs* 
Everley's high-soaring flights into the regions, of sci- 
ence : and scarcely knowing whether to be glad or sorry, 
that for the close application, and laborious efforts she 
had so heroically plapned, no call would ever be made, 
she had recourse once again to her fornieir more huo^ 
ble occupations— her drawing, her embroidery^ and her 
piano-forte ; varying these employments, as inclination 
prompted, by visits to the green^house, ran^bles through 
tier husband's grounds, w^ilks to the neighbouring cot- 
tages, and occasional examinationsof^e. contents of 
the library. Here, however, scarcdy more than one 
book out of twen^ met her Bight, the language or the 
subject of which she could understand* This was some- 
what a melancholy circumstance ; and as winter came 
on, and she found herself debarred from her accustomed 
walks, and confined wholly to her own or her husblind's 
equally silent fire*side, the deprivation became al- 
most intolerable. Mf* Everley, wrapped in ia long 
dressing-gown, and seated at a writing^able, his feet in 
slippers, ^* his hose ungartered," his mind abstracted, 
and his conversation restricted to a few brief sentences, 
such as— ^^ Pray, my dear, snuff the candles ;" or, 
*^ Pray, my dear, stir the fire," was no object either to 
enliven her spirits or amuse her iancy^ Of the poet, 
the man of genius, and the communicative scholar she 
had so much admired, nothing now appeared but h|s 
former facili^ in making rerses* These, ai occasions 
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oiFere^i were poured upon her with as great profusion 
as ever :- she accepted thein graciously ; read them 
<nice ; thought some of them pretty ; threw them down, 
atid, without f eflection or remorse, lighted her taper 
With the first that happened afterwards to fall in her 
way. 

From this depressing state of vegetation she was 
rescued by the friendly interference of our excellent 
Mf . Archer* He saw her at her own house, doing the 
honours of her table to a party of gentlemen ; looking 
half-animated^ appearing crushed beneath a weight of 
gloom and ennui; no relation near her r no acquaint- 
iince in the county ;-— in short, co^veyiqg to him, by her 
dejected, but. mild aspect, the idea of a captive bird 
pining for its native groves, its early companions, and 
its lost liberty. 

He proposed, not.to her, but to her husband, making 
her acquainted with his. niece ; and, construing that 
gentleman's silent bow into a free assent, he delayed no 
further than till the next morning carrying Geraldine te 
pay them her first visit. He speedily after directed his 
young ward to write to the poor prisoner, and ask her 
to dinner ; rode over in person with the note to Qakley 
liOdge, ddivered it into Mr» Everley's own haitds, and 
accompanied it with a cordial invitation to himself^ 

His frank and friendly solicitations were not to be 
resisted.' The long-secluded couple came ; they epcpe- 
rienced the most flattering reception ; were introduced 
to Madame de St. Hermine ; courted and attended to 
witll the highest good-breeding ; and from that time to 
the present moment (a period of above twelve months) 
have lived upon the most intimate footing with every 
inhabitant of Highgrove Park. Mr. Kverley Jhas in- 
spired Geraldine with a taste for botany; ^iven her 
some knowledge of fossils and minerals ; he addresses 
verses to her perpetually ; he adtnires and loves her j 
and, to her solicitation, there is scarcely any thing he 
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would deajf. He permits her to introduce his wife to 
whom she pleases; allows her to wrange with Mrs* 
Everley the parties he is to have at bis own house ; and 
h^s even half promised to spend two months in town 
next spring. What a blessed metamorphosis is this for 
his poor wife* She feels no jealousy of the influence. 
Geraldine has acquired, but manifests for ber, on all 
occasions, the affection of a sister^ Madame de St. 
Hermine encourajes their intimacy, and stacnds ex- 
tremely high herself in Mr. Everley^s good graces. 

Adieu— •! must hasten to dress for dinner. Charley 
continues recovering. 

Yours ever, 

Julia Lesxosju 



LETTER X. 

irOTHB SAIMEE. 

September 2. . 

Our visit yesterday, my dear Augusta, was remark- 
ably pleasant. Mr. Everley is throwing aside, as fast 
as he can, all his old batchelor habits and disagreeable 

whims. His wife is restored to all her natural cheer- 

»-■ - 

fulness ; and they now appear a perfectly contented 
couple. 

Their house is beautifully situated, and the grounds 
are richly wooded in almost every direction ; but such 
pumbersome, unwieldy, and antiquated furniture as the 
apartments are disfigured with, I never saw in any other 
place. Mrs. Everley'i dressing-room is the only part 
of the house that contains a chair fit for a woman to lift. 
Yet even that retreat is rendered gloomy and dark by 
high casement windows, overshadowed with huge tree« 
growing so close %p theni that neither light nor air can 
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penetrate through their thick branches. In this very 
r^om, however, we saw an object with which we were 
singularly delighted«^^a portrait of Mrs. Everley's eld- 
est brother, Colonel Ceurtville^ painted by one of bur 
ablest artists when the colonel was only a yofuth of fifteen 
or sixteen. Hejs represented in a Spanish habit, and 
weatnig die be^ll^ing hat and feather peculiar to that 
nation. Mrs. ^erley has but lately obtained posses- 
sion of this tre^ure, and- values it most highly; for, 
independent of the resemblance it possibly beafs to her 
brother, such a painting is to be prized for its own in- 
triflsic ncierit. The features, expression,^ttitude of the 
head, all are exquisite. I will not say that the couilte- 
laanc^ looks very wise 5^ biitfew perfectly regular faces 
do : at all events, it denotes great sweetness and good- 
nature. I told Geraldine she ought to paint a minia- 
ture from k, and Mrs. Everley^has promised to lend it 
to her fot that purpose whenever she chooses to send 
for it. 

A great deal of conversation passed^ during din- 
ner, and afterwards, upon the subject of Sir James 
Charleburg's approaching ball. My mother asked Mr. 
and Mrs. Everley whether they did not both intend to 
go? ' • 

**Let Mr^. Everley,*' replied he, ** answer for herself. 
There," looking 8rt Geraldine, ** sits the person who 
must decide the matter for me. Do I go, Miss Fau- 
conberg, or not ?^ 

** Why, I rather think not," answered she, laughing ; 
** you ivoiild not dance, I am afraid, and therefore you 
may ad weH atix^vd home and plan a poetical description 
ofthef^te." . 

"Thank you iForthis tepmvtt I have been in hourly 
dread of your award upon this subject ever since the 
invitation arrived," ' 

** You must admit itie, I believe,** said my mother, 

^^ to participate in your poetical lucubrations that even^ 
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ing ; for I have, to the full, as great a horror of th^ 
thoughts of this ball as yourself*" 

^' Cannot the young ladies go under the protection qt 
Mrs. E verley and the gentlemen of your party i^ 

" Perfecdy well," cried Mr. Archer, " Lesmore and 
I both mean to attend them." 

^^ And . however unsuitable a part^pK,'' interrupted 
Ferdinand) ** I may be for one of the h|||es, yet, I hope 
the other," directing his eyes towards Geraldine, ^^ will 
do mcL^tbe honour of considering herself as engaged to 
me." , 

Geraldine looked a little suiprised, but bowed her 
assent ; and it was agreed that we should call for Mrs. 
£ verley, whose house is in the direct road to Sir Jsunes's, 
and place ourselves under her care for the night. 

The ball is on Wednesday* Magnificent prepara- 
tions are making for it ; the whole county is idvited, 
and the highest expectations are entertained by every 
body. Geraldine is in great spirits upon the occasion. 
She has yet never been to any thing so splendid as it is 
supposed this will prove. ( have been practising all 
my best steps ; mean to dance a great deal, and be very 
miich admired ! 

Caroline leaves us on Tuesday. Her boy runs -and 
plays about again as usual— 4ind, besides, the journey 
wiU be very easy ; Davenant's house being, a« you may 
recollect, only thirty mQes from this place. She and I 
have agreed, that as your good man is the ovly franking 
CQltvenieneeinoxxthvoSXy^ I sludl continue to address 
most of my letters to you. Those that you think worth 
her seeing, you are ^ forward to Caroline as soon as 
you have read them. 

.* Geraldine has completely finished her- picture of 
Charles, procured for it a case, and delivered it to his 
mother, who iis enchanted with the gift and the giver. 

You must not expect to hear from me again till the 
iMill^over* Fare wel, my dear sister* 

J. L. 
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LETTER XL 

» AQSS LESMOBE TO MBS. LUBfLET. 

September 6* 

Oh this odious ball! How I hate to think of it! 
Nothing did it bring to me but chagrin and regret* 
Poor Geraidine ! Hear what a disappointment I was 
the occasion of her suffering, and then judge what plea- 
sure I could myself enjoy during any part of the even- 
ing. 

Our dancing-dressesji which we expected from town 
on Tuesday night, or, at latest, early the next morning, 
were not arrived when we sat down yesterday to dinner. 
We looked very blank at this delay, I must own ^ for 
we^ had neither of us any equipment, which, as to co- 
lour, suited the description of the uniform we were 
expected to wear, nor any ornaments araropriate to the 
occasion. We were to call for Mrs, Everley, ready 
dressed, at half past eight. Nine o'clock struck, how- 
ever, before the box coYitaining our apparel arrived* It 
luid been delayed by some accident which we staid not 
to hear .explained : but following Madame de St. Her« 
mine's adyice, who thought Mrs. Everley would be 
uneasy till our tardiness was accounted for, we jumped 
into Mr. Archer's carriage, and drove directly to Oak- 
ley Lodge, where it was determined we should dress* 
Mailame de St. Hermine chose to accompany us to see 
us a^ired ; and we were attended by Geraldine's maid* 
The two gentlemen agreed to follow us, in a short time, 
in i;ivy mother's coach. 

On our arrival at Mrs. Everley 's, whom we found 
ready^ and much surprised at our being so late, we ran, 
with her permission, ap into her apartment, followed 
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by Jaae, and the almost-despaired-of box. We both 
began undressing, whilst the anxious girl was busily 
dragging forth the finery to light, and spreading it, with 
great admiration, upon the chaiiis : but conceive oui^ 
dismay, when she suddenly and shrilly exclaimed— - 

" Oh, my good gracioui ! Here's a pre|ty job! They 
have sent but one dress, as sure as I am alive !^ 

Scarcely crediting such'an assertion, we hastily turn- 
ed round, repeating, at the' same instant, 

** But one dress, Jane ! Is it possible?" 

" Oh, it's as sure as I stand here, ladies ! The nasty 
toads must 4iaVe tnistak^ii the ordiers ; of ^Ise. when 
'Mrs. l*esmbre wrote to forbid her own things^ they 
thought she meant to forbid Miss Julia's also. I turn- 
ed and turned evety thing over fifty ways before I would 
speak : but I might as well have saved myself the trou* 
ble J for not another tliread but what you see cail I 
find." 

Then shutting down the lid of the box to examine 
the direclipti— ; ( 

"Aye, aye, they are all foryou,ma'ann, sure enough]'* 
aiS^ed she, addressing Geraldine, " Well, come, tlwit is 
some comfort too: but, poor Miss Lesmore T I de*- 
clare, I am quite Borry for her.*' ' ' 

" You have not the least occasion, Jane,'* feaid Geral- 
dine, quietly putting on again the gOwn she i^tne in r 
"my things will fit Miss Lesmore, and I desire that 
you wiH immediately help her to get ready.*' 

"No, noP cried I, drawing b^ck, " I would not 
wear them for the World !'' 

"Indeed, my dear Julia, you mtist. I have as com- 
pletely made qp my mind about the matter as if I had 
known what was to hapjien. It will be no grievance to 
me, be assured. I am quite determined you shall' go, 
and therefore be good, and maje no fu6s, and let Jane 
assist you directly." 
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I Still rejected the proposal with the utmost vehe* 
mence ; and, at that moment, Madame de St. Hermine, 
expecting^ to find us half dressed, entered the room* 

I flew to her— told her the unpleasant discovery that 
had b^en made, and besoqght her to exert her influence 
over Geraldine, in order to dissuade her from making 
the sacrifice she meditated. 

«^ Dissuade my beloved girl from doing what is 
right, hospitable, and kind ? No, never ! You are her 
guest, and her friend, and, as such, amply entitled to 
the little resignation I rejoice to hear she is so ready to 
make." 

** Ah ! Madame de St. Hermine,*' cried I, ** you 
think only of what reflects credit upon Geraldine, and 
quite disregard thp pain her r(psolution gives me !'' 

^^ Why should it pain you^ n^y dear Julia? Would 
you not, in similar circumstances, do exactly the same 
for her?'' 

"Very likely not," cried I ; " such an offer might 
never have entered my head !" 

^^ You wrong yourself, Julia. But we have no time 
for discussion. Come, submit with a good grace, ^as a 
penance for the unjust imputation you have cast upon 
your own character." 

It was vain to make any longer resistance ; I saw they 
were both determined ; and, though with a reluctance 
ivholly unfeigned, I suffered them to dispose of me as 
they pleased. I believe they made me very fine ; but 
1- had little inclination to survey myself, and still less 
time} Mrs. Everley, whose conc^n on hearing what 
had happened equalled mine, growing quite impatient to 
set out. Mr. Archer and Ferdinand had not yet joined 
us : we waited ten minutes for them after I went down 
stairs ; but then the lady of the house, fearing her going 
so late would be construed into a saucy air, rung the 
bell for her carriage, declaring she would delay her de- 
parture no longer. 
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As 1 left the T6om, 1 »aid to Geraldiae^ ** ?ray, when 
your uncle and your intended partner see nne in my 
borrowed trappings, how am I to have courage to look 
them in the face ?" 

"As for my uncle,'^ answered she, "tell him the 
truth ; and as for Mr. Lesmore^say something very 
civil to him in my name ; entreat him to call up all his 
philosophy, and endeavour to bear his disappointment 
like a man !*' 

" Are you so unjust, then, as to think he will not -be 
very truly concerned at your absence ?" 

" How is it possible I should think otherwise 2" ^ 

She uttered this with a look of mock gravity, «nd s^ 
^ir of expostulation so irresistibly comic, that I could 
have laughed hesutily had it been^said of any body but 
Lesmore. She gave m^ no leisui^e, however, to re- 
fiionstrate with her, but hurrying me to Mrs. Everley'a 
carriage, wished usiioth good night, stepped into her 
lekncle's, and, with Madame ^e St. Hen^ine and the dis- 
appointed Jsine, drove home. 

During their short ride, as I wds told this morning; 
a coach passed them on the road^ which they condudeu 
was. my mother's ; and they both rejoiced that Aetwo 
genttemen would arrive at Sir James's so nearly at the 
same time with our party. 

Everything at Mr. Archer's door was perfectly quiet 
when they stopped at it; and alighting without asking 
any quiestions, they proceeded to the drawing-room* It 
was empty, my mother having already retired to her 
own chamber : but as it was stilt early, they both felt 
disinclined to followed her example; Madame de St. 
Hermine, therefore, took up a book, and Geraldine 
placed herself at the piano-forte. 

She was^singing, with •newly-restored powers, having 
but lately recovered from a severe coldt -a favourite air 
of Madame de St. Hermine's, which drew off all that 
lady's attention from the book she held, when, to their 
inexpressible surprise, my brother entered the room. 
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^ Mn Lesmore P' exclaimed Madame de St. Her- 
ininej "why, how does.thia happen ^ We thought 
yow We» OD-youT ro^d to Sir J^ines Charleburg's \^ 

^^BelieMe met" answered he, " my^ppearance cannot 
more astoatsh you.^ than Mrias Fauconberg'a does me ! 
I thought she wa9 4U Sir Jamea Charlebvi^rg's !" 

"But how comes it/' resumed Madam^^de St. Her- 
mioe, "that you ^e not gone ?' Where ie Mr. 
Archer?" 

*^ Jost awaking froo^ a spund nap wj^ich seized him 
soon after you wQiit-to Qi^ley Lodge^and which^ rcK:(^- 
l^ctirig h^ bad been out, shooting, the. Wthole mornipg, j 

h^d not the resolnti^ to shorten or disturV' 

" That ^as c^^sider^ sind kind V- solfdy observed 
Geraldine. / 

, *« Butnow^" added Learmorc, ** teU me, why is it I 
find Miss Fwcopberg here ?" 

Before this inquiry ^ coidd 1^ answePfK], Mr* Archer 
made his appearance. 

^^ Am I still dreamiogt" cried he, rubbing his eyes, 

^^^ or tire you really my ni^ce Gcraldipe? What is the 

maitt^, child ? Whyaveyou iH>t dsiDci^g a^ flirtiBg 

aft the ball i Do you think you shaU gP Wth m§ in that 

^txtuiipery, every-4iiy 8^W9 ?" 

" She has nothing else £pr it," s^id Madame de St* 
Hermine ; " unli^ss, indeed, she goes^stupidly tiQ bed/' 

■ She then, simply and briefly t>related what had passedf 

M4g. Afcher was enchanted* Hfi kissed the cbe^k of 
his pleased and grat^ul niece ; told her that the most 
brilliant birdi-day suit would never render her half so 
handsome in his eyes as such an act of cheerful good- 
iiature ; aod prognosticated to her th^pteasantestdreamil 
she had ever had in her life* 

Ferdinand, though lesa avowedly, wa$, Madsune de 
St. Hemune assures me, e<{ually charmed* He gazed^ 
she said, atKjoenddine with an expression of new-born 
req>ect, and heart*felt admirtfion; and whea Mr* 
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Archer ceased speaking, acknowledged her|;oodness tm 
me in the warmeiBt terms ; adding, 

^' I cannot, however, but lament, even after the ex- 
ample of self-denial you have set me, that I am thus, 
Miss Fauconberg, to be deprived of my partner ! May 
I, for this loss, claim a compensation ?" 

" Pray what is it to be ?" 

" I have never yet," resumed he, " except as I enter- 
ed the room a few minutes since, bad the pleasure of 
hearing you sing. This may seem an odd time to soli- 
cit such a favour : but Mr. Archer, I know, is in no 
haste to be gone; nor now, to say the truth, am I. 
Will you, then, * without kt or hindrance,' allow me to 
hear the whole of th6 ak* of wbich I only indistincdy 
i^ught a part ?" 

^ ^^ You have admirably,'' answered she, laugfaingy 
^* proportioned the recompenser to the loss !" 

Sa34ng this, she resumed her seat at the instrument, 
and, without hesitation, or the slightest confusion, com- 
plied with his request* Do you know, Augusta, this 
total exemption from all that embarrassment she but 
ipec^ntly experienced in Ferdinaiid's presenee, appears 
to me a sign 4e mauvaise augtire P It looks as if, now 
her apprehensions of him are dissipated by the habit of 
daily intercourse, no other impression had taken their 
place in her mind ; as if she felt towards him nothing 
iiut the most tranquil and determined indilFerence.— 
Ah ! if such-is the case, how severely will Lesmore's 
ill-founded prejudiiies against her be punished ! 

We have often observed the happy effect which sing- 
ing always produces upon the countenance of this dear 
girl. Lovely as nhe is, yet never does she look so beau- 
tiful as when thus employed ; her mouth, particularly, 
is embellished by it to a wonderful degree : tio grima- 
ces, no affectation, disfigure the symmetry of her fea- 
tures ; but her whole aspect is lighted up by an air of 
j;enuine sensibility, a sort of supplicating softness, that 
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ih$B^ more than onc^, Mtetcd memearly as much air her 
etquisite sweetness of voice, and'Wily teiHan taste. ' 
v My bixnher^ Madame de Su flermme told me, stood 
leaniag against the piano'-forte in such a direction, that 
>^Iite><X)ulddi8cerii'every variation of her expressive f^l^e. 
She is sure he experienced the^trongest emotion. ^^ He 
looked,^' she added, ^^ as if » 
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<' 'Possessfd beyond t^e Muse^a piuiiting-- 
*• By turns he felt the glo\viiig> mind 
•< Bistupb'd, delighted, fais'd, refin'd.'* 
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•* And this,*' she contimied, ^^'i* not a mere poetical 
flighty a vz^Me/a^onde patiefs I serionsl]^ assure you, 
that no countenance ever n^ore viisibly portrayed a mind 
^ wrapt,' enchanted, touched !— ^Ah ! my dear Julia, let 
I jisd}Vtonce sudce^ in undefmining the rash systeth% 
the youthful asfSerities, the r6mantic fastidiousness of 
Ins too highly-Wrought imagination, atid we shall 'have 
this proud, but noble-feeling, and getierous Lesmore, at 
our Geraldine^s feet!- They will vhesiave their own nets, 
if< we 'abstain from interference ;^axid csltch and i>ind 
^eadb c^her more secure!]^ than atiy arts or insinuations 
iolimvLTs could ^ffeft.** ^ ^ 

^^ But, madam^ has not Geraldine imbibed sentiments 
of iaverstbn, at least of coot^nnpoiicemed apathy, res- 
jpfefcting him, yet more hopeless and unpromising I" 

>*That is* all fair, ^ my dear cWld," answered she, 
emiling. ; ' ^^ He has treated her with suth marked negli« 
gence, sAch unconcealed disregard, that shd could not 
^aoreid learning either to hate, or to grow utterly indif- 
i!»rent about him; Of the firfl, her nature is incapable ; 
aoailrat the second I am by no means alarmed. AH her 
s0iiy: Zfd provokingly unembarrassed civility to him, 
will, ere longv vanish ; ^nd w'e shaD seib her, sooner^ 
nerhaps, than you are aware, looking as much like a 
Mmpleton, as shy, and as uncomfortable as heart could 

WtSrl. ~ ' ^ 
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When the song was over, Ma^me de St* Hetmine, 
looking at her watch^ warned both Mr* Archer, and 
Lesmore to departs / . 

*^ I wished your brother," said she,^^ togo whilst the 
impression Geraldine had made was fresh upon his 
mind, whilst the tones of her soul-subduing voice still 
vibrated in his ean ^ He was evidently Extremely reluc* 
tant to leave us ; but I insisted upon it, and the carriage 
was ordered rcMind. Now, my dear Julia, let me hear 
what passed at the bsdl. Did he there say any thing to 
you concerning your friend ?" 

I told her, that when he entered I was dancing with a 
gentleman Mist Charlebu)Eg had introduced to me ; but 
as soon as my engagement ended, I went up to him with 
Mrs. Everley. 

^ ^^ Ferdinand)" ^id I, ^^ I,am ashamed of being here ; 
ashamed of having consented to avail myself of the 
kindness that was almost forced upon me.'V 

^^ You are not the. only onei my dear Julia^ who has 
reason to be ashamed whenever the recollection of Miss 
Fattconberg rises to mind P . 

He said this with a sort of serious half-smilei more 
expressive than the words themselvaa; but, presently 
assuming a less conscious look, he added, 

** I believe she is of a disposition to which the pcr^ 
formance of every good ia^ so essentially necessary for 
the gratification of her own. feelin'gs, that it is superflu- 
ous ever to be concerned at her doing too much !*^ 

" Who is this tremendously perfect creature i'' said 
a voice just behind us. We hastily turned our heads, 
and beheld Mrs. Neville.. 

Ferdinand coloured with surprise ; perhaps, with 
pleasure also. I started with vexation ; for this lady is, 
I own, of all others, the one I least wished to ineet in 
the vicinity of Highgrove Park., 

Their mutual greetings were frank, animated, and 
cordial. Mrs. NeviUe, ill-disposed as I am towards 
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Iter,' I eannot but allew^ looked beauiilul ; yet, in less 
'ii^m live minutes, I beard hef'beginiiiiig to abuse her 
.^ &mi appearance, and that of every one present, with the 
/*#EOsft unmerciful severity; - , 
-f ** Were you ever," said she to myteGdier,"at a n^iore 
,t^pid, unmeaning, tasteless raree-shoiv, than the oQe 
^ we have^ttow the honour -to make a part of? Look at 
4iiKl£the women in company, myself included, disguised 
and disfiguied by colours iis unsuitable to their faces, as 
if they had been maliciously chosen for that very pur- 
^ pose : look at the other, exulting and ^mpering at the 
' TOrtunate conformit}'>to^hfeir sallow skina of the odipus 
livery we have been forced to assume* Observe the 
"'wearisome uniformity of the coup d'^ceil ; the great un- 
broken m^ss of inelegant sameness, which strikes and 
fatigues the beholder! : From the moment I entered 
the room, I have b^en making comparisons in my own 
mind, between the endless continuity of hue and deco- 
jratio^ here dismayed, find the immense, level, uTfinter- 
TUpted^ green plain, in which Madame ^deGenlis con- 
demns a fickle coquette, in one of her tales*, to pace for 
^thirty years, with slmv and liieasured solemtnity of ,^tep, 
^as a, cure for' her volatility. And a very infallible one 
. it might prove,- to judge by the soporific effect this un- 
..^iified and unimeresting scene, the very counterpart of 
*Aat she describes, has produced upon me," 
.^^-w You have less- reason for complaint," said Ferdi- 
nand^ laughing, " thmi most of those who are preseut ; 
ifhice the fertility of yOur own fancy can alwayf supply 
*^;f <m wijth abilndant sources of amusementi^ n ; ^ 
'^ " No; this spot deadens ati fancy. I can thii\k of 
^flothing but the monotonousrgreen plain, and the yawn- 
*%g flirt who was sentenc^dtq linger out upon^it so many 
ifrt'ecieus years of her existence. ^Besides,. how cruel to 
./make us hate the resemblance of the heroes of our 
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* * ♦ Les Veill^ do Cbateau, Tome III, p. 344. 
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country!^ A^i) y^t, such isjhe case.. The cbntiw;^ 
repetition here^exl^biteci, in lockets, brpaches, fatis^j^^ 
medallions, of the weather-beaten faces of thdso galjiiiu 
conquerors Tn whose. hoi^our this hrilliantyir^^ris intepadk' 
ed, makes mp apprehensive I shall have th^m glaii^ 
before my cyesj at all hours of th^,day, for a moi^li ^> 
cpme ! Ev^ry thing I look at will seeqa to me the jbead 
of an ugly admiral y and I stiall so cpn^pletely losje thf 
faculty of discrimination, that all colours \iyll appear .]Lo 
me alike!** 

These sarcastic, but not wholly unjust observation^^ 
drew from me an involuntary smile, which esf aped nol 
the notice of the fair critic. ^> 

" Mr. Lesmore," said she, quitting the air and tonf 
of ridicule she had hitherto worn, and giving to Ker 
countenance an expression of graCiousness and gpod? 
breeding j " I must beg tQ> be intrddjQced to your sister j 
for such \ should be sure^ wher^ever I met her, tUn^ 
young lady must be, by the very striking resemblance I 
perceive between you." , 

This was no clumsy douceur ; she could not but sup-^ 
pose I should be flattered by a cpipparison tp^a nian uiiji« 
versally acknowledged to be so handsome. Up we very^ 
the compliment caniefrPm her, it g^ve m^ little pleasure j 
and I went through the ceremony of presentation with 
a tepid, a merely acquiescent civility, that seemed |o 
disappoint and durprise her,. She very soon left my 
neighbourhood ; and /^^^/^^^ about for the rest of th$ 
evening, attended by Lesmclre, without agahi addressr 
ing me. She wholly declined dancing; . centei^ting heiv- 
self withlooking oi\, an4 making charitable remarks on 
those who di&. . ;i >, 

These " gibing jBpirits,** as our Shakspeare calls theg^,. 
always excite my dislike, unless I know they have real 
worth sufficient to compensate, in some measure, for so. 
reprehensible a turn of inind. I will not assert that I 
never laugh at their biUng jests ; but laughter is no in-. 
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jUlible criterion of ap^obation. Mrs. Neville's ant- 
^^iKidversioiiis^^a w fc»<er v' w rci c id o general to deserve se- 
•^^^^ censure ; and I'wiU be candid enough to confess, 
n^t, had they fallen from any other lips, I might, par- 
JteiipsV have recordesd thi&m as apt and well-deserved, 
^^ut, to my*" Jaundiced eye,*' all she Says arnd does- 
*iecnis tinctured with mischief. 

;^^ Mr. Archer, in thecoiirse of the ev^iiing, stepped up 
^4baBk me if I knew who she was ? 
■ I told him her name, and he immediately exclaimed, 
' " Oh, ho ! It is the reeent purchaser of Westhill, is 
% ? Upon my faith, she'll cut a dash amongst us ! I 
ll^ver saw a finer woman. Geraldtne shaQ go and visit 
her the moment we heai; she has taken possession of 
fc^r new house." 

I wals prepared for this resolution, add perfecHy aware 
that it would be weak and imprudent to endeavour to 
oppose it: ^ Gerddlne, I know, wishes extremely to see 
Mrs. Neville ; and thie acquaintance, I plainly perceive, 
i^tisr take place. ' 

I shall not' trouble you with any further account of 
what passed at the ball, the niost uninterestiag one, to 
nieV at which I ever remeniber to have been present. I 
^Etoced a great deal, but with partners wholly unknown 
tb* >he ; harmless, good sort of gentlemen, who were 
s^ircessively introduced to me by different menibers of 
ilie'Charieburg family, and whose fates, were I to meet 
thetn again, T should hardly recollect. We supped 
flA>6ut two o'clbck, and at half past three Mrs. Everley 
s^d I declared ourselves ready to depart, and begged 
tfce'gentlemefi would order the carriage. Mrs. Neville 
tirent away a few minutes before us, but only made a 
lijent and passing courtesy to me as she left the room. 
X have given her amplb cause to dislike me, and cannot 
liohder at the <^ect my own repulsive manners have 
produced. 
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We set Mrs. Eyerky dbiYoather own liouse, and 
reached Higbgrore Pavjc b«£ore ^veV^lock. 

In the way to my own roomv Ihadtopa^s tliatof Ge- 
raldine. I waa tempted, I ImoW not why^^ to take a 
peep at her; and format pu:rp08e,/geiftlv of^ening the 
d^pr, stole cautiotisly to th^ bed sifde* Tm crim repose 
she was emoymg, the healthy glow upon her cheeks, the 
sober, hafl^excluded Kght in the apartment^ and^e per^ 
feet stiilness that retted around her, contrasted, so 
forcibly, not only with my own aching head and haggard 
looks, as I bth^d theiQ TefleiCted ffom an opposite mir- 
ror, but with the scene of glare said busde in which I 
bad so recently been^ngaged, tl^it^ felt disgusted yith 
iny self, and hastened to throw off the unseasonable or-7 
naments and cumbersome trappings, which^ I thought,^ 
gave me the air of a harassed stroUing" player. 

It was he]ar one o'clock before I went down to break-^ 
fast, and tlie whole party was dispersed. Just as I had 
ended my solitary meal, however, Gersddine teturned 
ixQVfi a long walk she had 'been taking with Madanie de 
St. Heri^ine,iookihg'so enviably gay, fresh, atid bloom- 
ing, that I cried put, on seeing her— 1 

'^ Bring none of your pro v^ing,anin<ated airs hete, 
to reproach ray poor beating temples, and hollow eyes!*' 

" O, my poor Julia ! are you paying so high a price 
for your evening's amusement ? Come, put on a hat, 
and step out with me into ihe^gsHfden : we win sit sotne- 
where in the shade, and the ^ir will revive you." 

I followed her advic^ ; and as we slowly proceeded 
to one of our favourite benches, she said-— 

" r hear Mrs. Neville was at the biiU* When doei 
she cometo Westhill?'.' - 

^' I really do not know. Perhaps she is established 
there already* It seems hardly credible that she should 
come all the way from Lady Rachel Sinclair's to assist 
at Sir James's fete.'* 

*^ VVc^e you intitiduced to her ?'* 
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,^^'!W4i^y.a8 wallas I usually do lliat of people who set 
li^pAsii wttB ;. I'listeneci and Isuighed a Ume in despite of 
#lj)l9iEtf, and thefet felt tempted to find fault with eveiy 
iiiprtt she had uttfcrcd/^^ 

''^im&Rr this brief acGdunt,!'^ dianged the subject i 
^^^(i^ibed to hei^ ise ^ell as iVould/ the partnens I had 
dm^cied wi^; tb^ decorations of the ^artments; the 

• jpfievaUing fashions amodg the ladies, &c.atide0inpletety 
pi^vented smy furthi^r imiiimes coaceiNung Mrs. Ne* 
vffic. - /^ • 

*^This evening we are told by Mr. Archer, that she is 
actually setdtd in her new abode^ and that several fami- 
li^ in this'district have already been to visit her^ He b^s, 
therefore^ determined that Geraktine shall foUbw their 

* example without delay J arid to-morrow she goes, ac- 
conipanied by my mo^et*, On this curious expedition. 

Btow Mr. Archer obtained his information, I am 
i#ik>rariti not -from Ferdinand we may rest assured : 
tSough I make no doubt he could hwe given it all from 
t^e test authority.' - 

-. ;:^Adicu, my dearest Augusta. 
s^ ; Yours; most affcdSonatefy, 
^^ - Julia L£83(OR£. 



<i. 



%:■• 



lett:er XII. 



mmXHAnn UB9MCffiB. ESQ. TO THB RBY/ABCHIBALB 

NEWBNDEN. 

]^y dear Sir, - Highgrove Park^ Sept. 7. 

^¥ou: eo»|ilatn of my silence at a time when, you sayi 
aB my thoughts and feelings are peculiariy interesting to 
you. I can only thank you foir an iuterest sd friendly ; 
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assure j'oul.,anL^irdL^-And_reiift» made 

on first cominghitBeirT^Fpaying you a visit as soon as 
the period of my engagement to Mr, Archer is elapsed. 
For the rest— I can say nothing : my thoughts and feel- 
ings will not admit of clear definition : I scarcely c6m« 
prehend them myself. One only distinct perception ia 
left me/the nature of v^hich is harassing and painfiiL 
When we meet, I will endeavour to be more intelligi- 
ble ; perhaps, by that time, I may have learnt 1to under- 
staiid myself. 

Farewell my most dear and respected friend* 

' FerdInand Lesmo^e.^ > 



% 
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LlETTEE Xill. 

mSS LBSMOBE to MHS. XtJ^MLBY. : 

Septembei* fi*' > 

The visit to Mrs. Neville, my dear Augusta, iV 
over, and I ^as compelled to be one of the party which 
drove, yesterday morning, in an open carriage, to -her 
house. The approach tc^ it, the grounds,^the elegant 
simplicity of the mansion itself, would, any one of them, 
have charmed me, had I been in a humour to be charm- 
ed by any thing. But I went a contra canir; and 
merely because tiny mother, hearing I had been intro- 
duced to Mrs. Neville at Sir James €harieburg's, in- 
sisted upon it^ add the whole way we drove, I thought 
every thing looked ugly, except dte plapcid, yet open iind 
intelligent, countenance of Geraldine. 

Wbethei* struck by her appearance, or merely flatter- 
ed by the promptness of her visit; I know not ; but the 
reception Mrs. NeviHe gave to her was distinguishiigly 
polite. I thought they regarded each other with mutual 
interest ohd mutu^ curiosity i and they both appeared 
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ed after the short and guarded ^(^amiiiiation had 
Tow^rd^ me, tHe behaviour of ^Ira. Neville 
^^ji|t|^cold as I had reason to expeist*. Mv mother she 
Ippfi^d iii^uch better ; apd Mr. Archer, yf no accompa- 
9j|^,j;i6, was smiled uppn most courteously* 
" {^«j^ has two t^, lashionable. girls with her. Lady 
^^liauibeth and llacly Catherine Neville, daughters of 
^Pl^s^l of M-^---, her brother- in-lii^* They survey- 
^ us with silent dignity during the whole, visit; ap- 
peared very proud and dull; and, I will venture to 
assic^, are extremely ill suited to their gay hostesi^* 
She bestowed upon them very litde notice; and they 
stored on, forgotten and unm^ked. 

After some general obseirvations on the situation of 
fter house, the neighbourhood she had quitted, and that 
to which she was come, OMti$. Neville asked Geraldtne 
why she was not at Sir James Ch^leburg's ball i 

^1 was prevented,'^ answered she, ^fhy an awkward 
mialsake of the people who were employed to make our 
j(|^sses«'' X 

^^X longed to tell the truth, but knew not 1;iow the unos- 
t^^fipus Geraldine would like it ; and besides^ before 
ss^piaBy stranger?, had hardly courage. 

,!* Canany thing on eartb,^' cried Mr9« Neville, ** be 
9QK^^c:hiiQsy than the plan of gpvang an entertainment 
ifp'm which the guests you most wish to see may be ex» 
4iided by the blunders of a mantua-maker ? You^d 
l^ Miss Fauconberg, wiU never send forth invitations 
cltpgged with such restrictions,." 

^fONo,'* ^aid Geraldine ; " for I could never forgive 
^mantua-maker whose blunders might deprive me of 

th^ pleasure of seeing youv' 

:*^ Thank, you; this gracious assurance makes me 
Cfiger^ to t;iperiencis the realization qf your promised 
goordness. What say you to encouraging, Mr. Archer, 
if your niece, these favourable disppsitions, towards a 
new-comer? Let her, give us a ball, for the double 
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purpose of teaching Sir James how to give bis next, and 
of proving the sincerity of her own professions." 

"I have had some project of this nature in contem- 
plation," said Mr* Archer, "which, la bring to matu- 
rity, wanted nothing but so irresistible an application.— 
(>oine and look at our hduse, madam, and tell us how it 
is calculated for such ^n undertaking.^' 

*> I will do an^ thing which you, most docile s^fid 
tractable of all ancles, desire ! I have not met with so 
reasonjtble a creature these hundred years !" 

The solemn sisters simpered a little on hearing of the 
probability of what is^ perhaps, the first joy of theic 
lives, a ball ; and looked as if they were not without 
hopes of being included amongst the number of those 
who were to be invited. They seem very proper sort, 
of persons for such a meeting : I can imagine that they 
perform their steps to perfection ; know how to brow- 
beat all competitors for the highest place in a country- 
dance ; dress well, and make no scruple of flattering 
the men they wish to have for partners. 

Mrs. Neville, after this, ask^d us to look at her green- 
' house ; described the alterations she intended making 
in the flower-garden ; showed us a plan T)f her own de- 
vising for a rustic seat i conducted us to a mount cpni- 
manding ah extensive and admirable prospect ; loaded 
ijp with a quantity of rafre and beautiful carnations; 
and sent us all away, even me, highly gratified "by 6ur 
visit, and most favourably disposed towards her. 

Ferdinand, who had spent the morning in the fields, 
shooting, and Wifs but just returned when \ve drove up 
to Mr. Archer*s door, handed us from the carriage, 
and, as we descended, said, — 

" Well, did you fitid Mrs. Neville at home V'^ 

" Yes," replied my mothier ; " and we sat with her 
above an hour." 

Lesmore looked at Geraldine, as if he wished to read 
in her face the opinion she had conceived of the lady m 
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on J , but she. Seemed not ^srare of bis intention, 
^as, passing on wit]|iput S4>e^king, when he stopped 
^to^ admite the variety m^d fragrance of her carna- 



I^JVJra. Neville/' said she» " haslreep profuse in her 
^^^^^^ionsio me. Will you l^ve one ?*' ' 
.;^*5^e thanked her, accepted U^e flower^die-held out to 

■^^** Is Mrs. Neville as fond as you are of a, garden ?" . 
V«* i believe she is,'* 

^:5.^JPpor .Ferdinand could find nothing further to say, 

t^^gh he betrayed an evident desire of still dietaining 

^rf and she, who did nota[^iar to haye the least sus- 

l^onpf his deslgf^/went quietly up stairs. 

^i The persuasion this dear girl seems to have im- 

,^bed of the unfavourable opinion my brother entertains 

j^^her is so deeply rooted, that the prospect of ever 

l^u>g her as well disposed towards him a$ we could 

ipi^, isi at pi:es£^t, equally unpromising and remote* 

1|be harbours against him no re^ntme^t; indulges no 

^l^e pf retaliation. ^ but appears decidedly ,.^d calm- 

gardless of all his prooeedings ; unconcerned at his 

ence, almost junconscious of his presence. How 

QJllffii a proud and susceptible spirit like hisbe^galled 

^^K^^Qvmdtd by this, utter indifference ! His own in- 

Jjiliious disdain and fastidious folly incurred it. , Geral- 

.jj^e^erits no blame, ^ev«Ki ^rom those who may most 

Samefit the unfortunate turn affairs have taken. Could 

^^lUscem m her the slightest indication of pique, of 

llirking anger or premeditated reserve, I should retain 

gl^ater hopes ; but her whole behaviour, her loqks, her 

voice, .are equally easy, cheerful, and naturaL She 

never adidresses to him an indirect reproach ; niakes.no 

.fusions, in his bearing, to, the past ; treats him, when- 

cverlie tlirows himself in her way, with perfect good 

manners^ and is wholly uppreoccupied, and unaffect- 

edCly serene. The only apparent difference in her con- 
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duct towards hun, and towards the rest of the family, ia 
this :i--.with us, she is paressing and familiar ; she con^ 
suits our tastes and opinioiis^ and is attentive to aU oiur 
wishes* Lesmoresheaever speaks to, unless he^ first 
addresses her; but cool, quiet, negligent, she seems so 
completely tp forget his>^stence, that I have known it 
happen, when he has been drawing in the evening at a 
table dose to her, and has accidentaUy foa^iipme for some 
time toioin in our conversation, she has literally started 
dp first hearing again the sound of his voice ! 

Yesterday evening, Madame de St» Hermine was 
speaking of some book whith Geraldine had promised 
to bring down to her when she came to tea^-^ 

^^ Have you remembered it, my love V\ inqiured she*^ 
^^ I lopked for it before I left the dressing^room^'^ an* 
awered Geraldine, ^^ but could no where find it*' ^ T<^ 
morrow I will renew the search/' 

V^ Isit not the same my brother borrowed of you last 
week i'' inquired I. ,/ - - 

. ^ Yes, exactly ; I will ask him what he has done w|tH 
it when he comes in**' . ^ 

Now^ at.that very moment, Lesm<^ was sitdne 
within two yards of her, (somewhat In s}>ade, I own^ 
and had even, just before, stretchedouthis hand to help 
himself- to- scream from the tea-board, immediately op* ' 
p03ite to her ! Sa palpable an instance of her inatten* 
tion to him surprised us all, -aihI ecea6^on«d a general 
smile. Yet, I co^ld perceive^ my brother was hurt and 
disconcerted, although he attempted to disguise it, and 
accepted the excuses which, blushing, and looking really^ 
shocked, she addressed to him, y^itH apparent good- 
humour* I have given you this littje anecdote as an 
instance, in.point, of his thorough no^Ai/tf/t^^^ in her 
estimation* 

^ These are ilMioding symptpms^ and grieve me most 
sincerely* During a long ramble FerdinandUnduced 
me to take with him this morning, I insensibly led to 
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the subject, and firaakfy vfokt mjr #puitoii ^ipon tt.*«^ 
itMoiqtit other thuigB^I tnid^ ^ GersddiM i^oiild ^Ncvft 
imsk incapable, without pfovoeittioii, ot utt^mg 'yom 
iHlfa^so Uttle coandera^cm: imt^MreeMrmg that' you 
cane to tht house dssidedlyprejadiced against her?s 
jprepared to consider her as a weak, insignificant girl, 
she felt the injustice ; cooquered the timMlity and re* 
itraint the discovery first occa»oned her; and,resum* 
fMlgher>iiativedigmty8Midooa^posure, seeaMbiorregard 
.3KHir^>(irobatiQn otvyour woam with equal uno9Boa»»f' 

He heard me ▼eiyipatiently $ aad^ when I- jpause4, 
^Msained silent seme mimKes, and ibsn said*^ 

'^** There is ao«ie$hkig in dier traoc^il, iadependeift 
pride she manifests, disdaining to courtattention where 
Muce it has been rudely wkhhndd, which I cannot but 
admire. Yet I lament having ^vcn birth to it ; and ?I 
um fully sensible, of the rash arrogantje df th« judg^ 
ment I formed of her.'-.^Uid she shown me those slights 
iflhietum for assiduity and poliieness, I should despise 
Bi^elf for regretting them ; hut tbsy origtuate, I wdl 
4|Aaw, with myself ^^and^therefore I fednoseriiple in 
iktermining to bear them, and to s^udy, by patient sub- 
nsiasion, to obUten^e from her mind die reaiembrance 
^ what she first knew me.'^ 

I was much pleased wt<h these sentiments ; y^ nfter 
-attf Ican^scarcely tell why : lor they are ^rribly rational 
,ipd ttispasaionatej Not a shadow of love peeps (or$h 
from amidss their sentmitsous gravity. Perhaps he was 
i|QO p^nd to coitfess all the regret he experiences ; or, 
p^haps, he looks forward, in Mrs. Neville, taa eom- 
ficMl^n ftHTthemensibility of Misa Faueonberg* I 
Jmow not^caetly what to thkik< He certainly observes 
Geraldme with great interest ; addressesher.withasort 
of hesitation amoontii^ almoai to diffidence ; deUgltts 
In hes* talents ; pays invariable deference to her Opinion ; 
mod IS amdoua to suffer ndd^iolluidty of obliging her 
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toetcspehift^gihuice* JB«i time adrances alx| oiu- 
tio«» and gradual, and sucltasi I finnty bdkve^^Aeliaft 
hitherto entirely overlooked. 

Heaven knowa bow it will all end ! I own tha^ ai: 
^eaenty my f(MiraaFe atronger than my hopes. 



Sept. 11« 

For Bftore dian a ,wee|c past, Geraldine and I have 
risen every morning at seven o^dock, androde out be- 
flbre breakfast.— -Last night, Lesmore, who had heard 
of these excursions, asked our permission^ to attend us. 
Tbt reciuest was granted ; and to-day we took our first 
ride thus escorted. 

Nothing could be more delightful than this little ex>- 
peditiah. There is sdmediing in the appeaiance wd 
feel of early day so peculiarly gay md- invigorating, 
that whenever I have had resolution, in fine weadu^^ 
toshake off the drowsiness too apt to weigh heavy upon 
my eye*lids, I have fcNtimd ^e noblest designs of ha- 
bitual activi% and vowed, inusmally, ^^ To meet ^ 
sun upon the upland lawn,'- every succeeding mmnis^ 
of nty life* I have not always maintained these excel- 
lent determmations ; a fbggjT) or a bleak and sulkn at- 
mosphere, pu^ them all u> flight $ and the next time I 
force myself from iny^downy pillow, itis with a pang, 
as if body and soul were tearing asunder ! However, 
we have lately had a glorious succession of fine morn- 
ings, which I have enjoyed widiout a singte relapse into 
indolence. 

Genuine spoke but little during our ride, and Les- 
more seemed disposed to follow her exMn^e f but I 
would not suffer him. I said, that^ as he had chosen to 
attach himself to our party, the least be could do was, 
to render himself woithy of such a distinction, by ea-" 
deavouring to be agreeaUe ; and, at last, I aicceeded 
ifii making him veiy conversable and entertaining. 



Af we werer^iralag^-hoiiie, we pstseed'a sniMiJMrm*^ 
hoQae^'OGCOpied. by people who, not being, likeneariy 
all the other inhabitants of ^tbi^ distriot, 4eamt8 o€ M^* 
Archer's, are wholly unknewn to his nieoe* ^wo or 
three very ^e cluldrien raato the road«std^ to look at 
us ; and before we had gone two yards beyond thedoor, 
a female, apparently prettyr-^-cettainly young— jiiat show- 
ed herself- in the por^h, curt'sied, and seemed, I thought^ 
to regard Lesmore with the air of an old aequaintance* 
He perceived, 1 imagine, some ^mploms oliiiiriesity 
or surprise in my coiinteimnce, and smiledj but entered 
iipon noexplaoation'of the eirGumstance^ and, in the 
pres^iee^ of GfMrsddinei I deemed it wiser to forbear all 
direct inquiries* 

-In the course erf the morning Mrs* NeviUe drove 

hersetf here in a curricle^ with one of the young ladies 

.we saw at WesthiU* We w^re all strolling upon the 

«.lawii in front of the house, when her^ekgant Ittde equi- 

|Rige appeared in : sight. Lesmore imniediately knew 

die Ihmy of ^ two sei^sMiits who atisiended it,, and, 

goii^ to die h^H^dooi% stood upon the steps m rendi- 

^8s to. hafidfaor from i^ carriage*/ 

- .^/io h^ way.to4b#dcawing-4rooin, wUtberwe; were by 

ihis tiii^returfied,>Iiieard^er say, ^ 

J^ I studl be muehdkiqppoin^d iC^ou uo nol eqnalty 
admire my vehicle and my driving* Like all new play- 
^Bga^ it is in higk^fanpiHir with me ; and^ 1 ejq>ect you 
to be very ^oquent upon it*'' 

-' ^ We have Qot^s^en the park lookao gayisi^e I have 
been ^ here," answered Ferdinand. ^^ Your vehicle is 
perfection; and as^lo,y our drivings since you do^very 
thing else- well, 1 am very ready to believe youacqiMt 
yonrse^lfdesteroiislyki that art also*" 

She now entered the drawing-room, and was received 
by GeraUUne with a'^raee and good-breeding equal to 
bervOWQ* When A'bulaaie de St* Hermine had been 
introduced to her, aod we had all taken our seat% she 
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^I have not forgotten, Mr. Archer, -iheattdiori^yoii' 
dekgs^d la me oY decidhig upon tht eapai^Hdeik of 
your hojise, for giving a balU To judge by what I 
liave seen» of It, nodii^ can be better adapted to the 
l^rpo^. In this very roooiv five and twenty couple 
might stand up with ease\;«««^he% ^erefore, shall you 
send out fo&r invitations V 

*♦ I now give you,*' answered he, ** in jny niece's 
nfuae wd my own, yoors^ my de«r madam, for the 24th' 
of thismiiQnth." 

^^ Are you in earnest, dear uncle ?'^ cried Geraidkie* 

>^ 1 do not advise him," said iVf rs« Neville^ laogfaTng, 
^^ to be otherwise, after what he has just declared T He 
might depend upon semi^me here en themght 6f the 
34th, with a band of fiddlers, and half^the couis^ nhwf^ 
tr»n, r^idy to dance to the ^misic I had^provided, add' 
detenmiied to make a coosuahptita of dbe whole toiiii^ 
tents of his larder and cellar V* 

^^ Do $iotsuqpectme,'V resumed he, ^^ of anf design 
to rett^ct ; bm though I dispense vrith your taking upon^ 
yourself the trouble of-fumisbing die fiddta^s, yet I 
itfost < readily sane^Mi alt« your evertlKms to enttst beaux 
into the service* I f^^ar they are « specks of antmal of 
which a wofid dewrdi wiU be fouiid in diis n^ighboilr- 
hood* - • ^ 

^^ Be assured of fsy most active eo-operadon. T 
know that the commodity in question^ of fare attain^ 
ment in every county ; but I never yet was at a ball 
where there were not more light-heeled, and light*^ 
witted coxcombs^ than could ^have beets tolerated atiy^ 
where else."' ' • 

Her young companion, who seemed much interested 
by this conversatipn, now said, 

*^ We know of two gentlemen wbo are coming down^ 
into this neighbourhood ne?tt weeky and who ai^ both 
very good dancers." 



V* 
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*^ Yom^btodMri leMdtide, kone^^' said Mn« Ne* 
Mile 9 ^ bi3ft «4i» islhe odier t'' 

ifp ^ Colond CourtvUle, Don't you remember hearing 
liif^ sister,- Mrs. £f¥erley, say, that she was m hourly 
otpeetatUm of seeing him at Oakley Lodge ?^' 
-rrf* No, realty; I oeither retain names nor circum- 
a^mces so ADcuffately, when an entire smmger fatlK>8€ 
whom the circumstances concern, and |be names belong 

. ^^ColonelCourtvUle ia^not an entire strangei" to me," 
resumed Lady Elizabeth, a little piqued ; ^^ I have met 
him at sever^ houses in town*" 

, ^* And is he agreeable ?" 

'^ I don't know ; X never conversed with him*" 

/^ Is he nol^ however, vemarksMy handsome ?" in* 
quired my mother, glad to have, at last, thought of any 
^iog t^ 9^ to our unkiteresting visitor ; ^^ Mrs. Ever* 
ley has a {»cture of him which gives that idea very 
atrongly." 

^lYes," riBpUed Lady Elisabeth ; <<he is extremely 
liandsome." 

j This awent, unsapp(Hted by any subsequent observa<^ 
tion^^ teriiiinated the link dial(^e my mother had so 
m^y begun. A new sukgect, she found, was to he. 
st9^ed i and she was loo indolent to seek for one. 

Mrs. NeviUe, now taking up a book from amongst 
several others that were scaUered upon a small table 
near h^r, carelessly-jopaoed it, saying, ^* This must be a 
little French volume, by its bright ^vak cover ! O, my 
old favourite, Adek de Senange/'^DesiT Miss Faucon- 
ber^g, why dayou not have it bound ?" 

^^ It does not belong to me," said Geraldine ; *^ I bor» 
rQwed it yesterday of a lady in Uie neighbourhood." . 

" Have you never read it?" 

>^ I have nev^ even opened it !" 

^VTb^n, believe me^ you have a very great pleasure 

to come. It is elegantly writt^, and extremely inte-^ 
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rening tiirdia^oQt ; bat there is ifli it one t>a«88ge so 

fjeculiarly sweet, so ihnocetitljr tender, thativery fc^ 
tig heart fhust be aflfected i>y it. I will ttot tctt you 
what the sentence itvo which I allude ; biit, when ytnik 
read the book, I lim sure ymi? will be arriick byil«^ - 

^^ And should I, do you think/* said PerdkiAiKl', sttiiU 
ing, *^ be equally suceessfel in discoveiniig lis merits ?^ ' 

" I don*t kno^ j look- at it, however. You men, wise 
as you would be thought, are not above b<eguiling the 
tedious hours With a little setititnentat nsnsense. I liave 
%een many of you read the sitiiest, die most insipid 
tales, with as much gravity and attention a# would have 
served to solve a prd>lem.'' 

" I assure y6u/* cried my mother, 'Hhat is nof^e 
case with Ferdinand, wlro, generally speiiking, dislikes 
novels." 

" The truth is,'* said he, ** the heroines cifroaaMmce 
are described as beings so bewitii^hingly amtable, that 
they put me out of humour with women in peal life ; 
and the heroes are so perfect^ that they fiU me with a 
mortifying sense of my own inferiority." 
' ** I differ ftotti you entirely,** cried Mrs. Neville. 
^ One of the strongest dbjections that m1^ be urged 
against novels is, the^ passionate, impatient, and cver^ 
bearing character asrigned to most of the lovers^ The 
authors tell you a prodigious desd of their generosity, 
eourage, and enthusiastic sensibility ; but many of them 
'are so quarrelsome, have so little sdf^conrnnuid, or are 
so blindly and furiously jealbus, that^^me might live as 
securely and as peaceably with a halMntoxicated savage ! 
The perfect heroes you describe were formerly^ I allow^ 
in fashion ; but you read of no Sir Charles Grandisons 
now : the present tm amoi^g that class of imaginary 
persons, particularly in foreigyf publications, is rashness, 
selfishness, and a sort of mad irritability,1brwthich any 
actually •existing creature would deserve to be shut up 
in a dark room, and fed upon bread and water !*^ 



^lilftNlftedr Str iiefiiifiie^^ dnit good teibper, one 6f thefir^ 
fi^iiiskevio hsq^ptiieas in social ltfe,yand fortitude to en-^ 
idiire evil» one of the noblest virtues of the human mind, 
ieiefikto be t^ClEi% put out of the question^ in the enume- 
taliioii of * hert>V merits J' 

f^ What has most provoked me,'* cried Geral(Hne, 
^ in die very littiited number of these sqrt of books 
%hich I have been permitted to read is, the intuitive 
and supernatural genius, for all kinds of accomplish^ 
nieiits^ attributed to the heroines* Brought up, many 
of^^them, in profound retirement, often poor and depend- 
ent, they acquire, nobody knows how, a skill in lan- 
fuages^ inmusTc, in dancing and drawing, such as we 
ave often found, to our sorrow^ th^ most assiduous 
application, under the direction of the best musters, will 
^ notenatAe us to attain* And these self*educated ladies 
are always described as out-soaring tvery girl of real 
fashion, who vimtures to vie with them in talent and 
ddtivattott." 

^^ I hold these vulgar exaggerations in such profound 
contempt," cried Mrs. Neville, ^^ that, were the innate 
endowments they record credible, I would rather for- 
feit die chance of ever hearinganother note of music, 
"^eir of ever agaijrbelKdding another picture^ than be con- 
denmed to listen to, or look at, the effects produced by 
themt— But, *' something too mutch of this*." Sup- 
pbse, now, we go and look at your conservatory, Mr. 
Archer ; I hear it is a dclightfol one." 
• We all attended her to die garden, from whence we 
led her to thct'side of the river; showed hertheplea- 
' sure-boat; pointed out to her some of our favourite 
aeats ; invited her to try her skilVin shooting at our tar- 
get ^ and then accoQ^anied her back to the house, 
where, after taking some refreshment, she rung for her 
carriage, saying, 

* *HM&Ket. V 
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^ My poor Utd^ ^^8 oiiist g^ foil th%,|i;^t^ I 
have been enjoying ; I shall pnake them trot home with 
their best speed, fer I expect company, and slia)l sqirce* 
ly have time to dress for dinner." 

As Lesmore walked with her to the door, whither we 
likewise escorted her to look at her greys and her curri- 
, de, she said to him, «. 

^^ I hope next week to have the pleasure of seeing you 
to dinner, Mr. Lesmore ; J shall then have a geademan 
at my house, the brother of Lady Elizabeth, who may 
relieve you from the fear of encountering a mere party 
of females.'* ^r- 

^^ He IS used to that,'* cried Madame de St. Hermine. 
<^ We have him in such good training that you need Joat 
apprehend his proving refractory.'' 

(t But you will allow me to suppose^ my dear madam^ 
his good behaviour in such society d[epends a Uttle upon 
the attractions he may find in it. . 

* She then mounted her light and airy ca^. Lady £Up 
zabeth stepped in after her, and they drove out of sight 
with almost alarming rapidity. 

The first sentence which, in tde warmth of her heart, 
Geraldine uttered, as we turned from the door^ was, . 

*^ She is a most delightful creature !" 

" She is, indeed,*' cried Mr. Archer. ** I was charpi* 
ed with her the moment I sa>y her at Sir James Charier 
burg's. She unites to an appearance of high fashion, a 
very beautiful face and figure ; and to the most unsif* 
fected vivacity, a great deal of good sense and abserva'-^ 
tion. How long have you known her, Lesmore I and 
how, in the d-— -I's name ! have you escaped falling in 
love with her?** , , \ 

This trying question, whatever might be its effects 
upon the cheeks of I^erdinand, made mine tingle ^o sen- 
sibly, that I turned away to avoid being observed* The 
countenance of Geraldine, however, caught my eye, an. 
instant, as I passed her : a smile so arch played about 



hep liifOutll^ mud iS^Tt \ir^ io ^Hch meaning hi hei" 
dfowncast face, that had I been compelled to ini^rpret t<l^ 
hcn^^Ricte^U it eicpresais^, vieiy few doubts woidd have 
remained to him of Lesmore's sensibility to the attrac-' 
tionstrf Mr8.Neviffc. 

I heatd but indistinctly the answer he made to the 
plain interrogatory that had been addressed to him ; by 
the tone of his voice, howevfer, I discovered it to be 
uttered in raillery ; and Mr. Archer, laughing, quitted 
him, and went into his study* 

I must now "tlose this long letter, my dear Augusta, 
or it will be too bulky for a frank. Let me only add, 
that the ball, solicited by Mrs. Neville, is really deter- 
mined upon ; and that, though Mr. Archer pertnits 
that lady to imagine it is granted at her request, Ma-^- 
dame'de 3f; Hermine tells me he had it in contempla* 
ttonfrMo^the^tniQfmetit he learnt th^ disinterested renunci-^ 
ation made'foy di«r Geraldkie in my favour bo the nighi 
she Was to haivegone to Sir James Gharleburg's. Fer- 
dinand, you may believe, is invited to prolong his staj?^ 
here on this occasion* My mother, however^ leaves u^ 
in aifeVdays to establiilh herself for the rest of they e^ 
at' I^kton Castle ; but consents to my remaining with 
my friend till October. I hope, at that period, my dear' 
8?«ter, you' will pay us your promised visit ; nay mothei* 
herself, though extremely impatient to see both you and 
your little gir), is so good as not to wish for your anivdl 
tilH am at home. Ferdinand will be with her part of 
die time I shall be absent; smd, during the remainder, 
she will amuse herself with superintending the progress 
•f her new dairy. 

' We have sometimes been praised for our accommo** 
dating and easy tempers. Do you not think, with me, 
that whatever merit may be imputed to us on that ac« 
count, we dieJriv^, by inheritance, from our ftiild and 
indulgent mother ? Who could be captious or unrea-^ 
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soBatde ^t bad b«en brought up mtAet the ejre of dudi 
a parent! .» ^ 

Adieu, my dear Augusta. Yours, wWi true a0BC<- 
tibn, 

Jt7LiA Lesmokb* 



LETTER XIV. 

IBBS LESMORE TO THE SAME. 

> 

September 14* 

AlIs our line weather, my dear Augusta, has forsak* 
en us ; and for these last two days we have been con* 
fined to the house by almost incessant rains, without 
seeing a single creature. Do not, however, suppose I 
mean to complain of dulness. We seem all to be pro- 
v'^ded with spirits more than sufficient to counteract ^le 
beuumbing influence of gloomy weather. Mjadametde 
St. Hermine arranges and classes the botanical f^anti 
she has employed the summer in dr^ng and collecting. 
My mother toils like another Penelope at her ciross^ 
stitch ; Mr. Archer avaib himself of die involuntary 
seprievp he is obliged to give the partridges, in order to 
fxami^d some old accounts his stewa^ti has vainly 
pklgued him to look at this mouth past. Geraldine 
paints whilst I practise the harp, or plays andsingsher* 
self^ whilst I, with the vrorst nsemory in^e worlds puz* 
zle myself over an Italian verb. Ferdinand spends 
two or three hours in his own apartment^fter breakfipst^ 
and draws or reads. But at two o'clock the scene 
changes ; we aU become sociable, and meet in the librae 
ry, to eat fruit and^ brown bread ; inquire after each 
other's proceedings of the morning i comment upoa 
the weddings, or stories of murder, in die newspaper, 
and romp with the dogs ; then, while Mr. Archer and 




mybpoAtr go to^i^yffiard-Tobiati, Geraldbe vkI I re» 
mar to tiie 1^11, and j^ay at battledore and shutdecock. 
^e exdamation 6&^ O, dear, I^bh it wouM be fine !" 
does not proceed from any of our lips of tener than once 
in feiir-and-twenty hours. " ' 

I had nearly, however, by my own flippancy, de- 
prived myself of the resoCirce which battledoi'e and 
shuttlecock aflbrd. Yesterday, whilst Geraldinie'iiiall 
t were engaged at this fs^ourite game, Lesmore, wh(> 
was waiting to begin playing at billiards, tiU a man 
went away who had just called up6n Mr* Archer on 
business, stood looking at us in the hall nearly a quar- 
ter of an hour* In the evening, happening to pass the 
Iktle table at which he usually sits and draws, I took a 

{leep over his shoulder at what he wi^ doing, and be- 
bre he cookl be aware of my vicinity, beheld a very 
graceful female figure^ which, though but slightly 
sketched in chadks, represented the exact attitude, dressy 
amd form of Geraldtne, such as he had seen her in the 
BK>mingy whilst observing her in the lialL I lewit 
^ntly forward, and said, m a low voice, 

>^ Give i»tf that drawing, Ferdinand; I shall value it 
much more-than you will." 

He started on finding me so near him, but answdredf 
with jperfect good'-humourf ^^ You possess already ait 
«m{de risare of the original's fisivour* I have nothing 
bat this inanimate resemblttice of her : letsne, at least) 
in^tain that^^' 

- ^ I was pleased with this reply, and, patting his shout- 
^r, returned to my seat* 

^ But when we w^dt up forthe sight, I could not for- 
bear telUng Gerddiae what I had seen* She laughed, 
coloured a little, said it w)in^very flattering to her to 
find Mr. Lesmore thought her figure worth designing a 
and wkhiiig^me good mg^, went to heir own room* , 

Tlnia far aft was verj^wdtt : bat this mornmg, when, 
ait the usod h«mr^ she ask«d bi€ i^pua to pby, I perdy 
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Mcmgh rallied her upon the subject orth«4i«nniig^ and 
told her she waated to furnish attitudes for an^er* • 

^^O, Julia! what an opinioii you floiiiet liaise of 4fii^ 
vanity ! You make me almost determine never lo-pbqr 
again." ' 

Saying thby die actuiiU]!^ passed me, with the intent 
tion, I believe, of going back to the dfessing-»M»ii ; bu^ 
I flew after her, and, partly by intreatito, partly l^ le* 
/monstrances, prevailed upon her to return. FercUnand 
iOever approaoied us, and our game was disturbed hf 
no intruding observeia* 

The French novel Mrs. Neville sp strongly reema* 
mended to our perusal, haa been a great^resouvce 4o Us 
•these last two evenings. Madaaae de St. liennkM?, 
who reads her native hnguage so admirably, and Ge* 
raldine, who, from the long habit of associatiiig with 
her, performs that difficult task equally well, take it b^ 
turns to be our pubtic lecturers. We bU in a litde 
groupe near the fire, (for Mmoc these rains we have firea 
in the evening,) fnd . ^< 



«* forget all time. 
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All seMoliBf and their cnange 
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Mymokhet and Mr. Areher, at a separate table, play a 
4uiet game at pu{uet;^ but, now and then, Uatanlxi what 
is gjoing fbrward, make some little observatioB, and take 
na inconsideraUe deg^«e of itttffireatm ^ story. 

We proceeded du^ugh several letters, whieh, how* 
ever^atertmning and well written, appealed iK>t to con- 
tain any passage worthy the big^ praise we had hdurd 
fiiom Jibs. N^rille, iHbien Goraldkies who had theboofc 
jniiarfaMid, and, dunngiantnte]snipti«NSr»Eade fay Mr. 
Archer, had MdEsredher ey» to gkmce icHrward, haalaljr 
.«iied out, 

^^ O, thb must be diepart Mva^ J^itviUe «Hnded to !" 

. .She Aen 4irent od readiiK; aaaceaiuKt of the aeoidental 

iliaoovfiiyiof 9i9a^^mimmAm((ku^ Aq^fae 
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for aa«.^8viiig rere^led MGtser^r f^Mji^^k^ 
^nam mHire ib^m mtrt car^dtnu ; Hous^urm^ 
^ll^partagf v&ire i&fme aetion*^^ — •" Ne me r^reehez. 

IcSr^i^^^: -v>, „.. ,:. ., , ._,•- ■. .^ -;■■?., .^ 

of this last speech^ drew irom^^ety mouilr anex*. 
of ^itg^t.; 

/3»/VH0W b tbe maalo be eaviedy' cried F^dinand^ 
.li^jNkb iivpi^tl^ ^^ to whoi:xi itords^ilitle^s^ iiaplpQg s«€h 
i|(Kiroted|^ffectk>ii^coukl<be4iddr«^ ' > 

jl ¥ Biit^wfaili^ deliciops i^sotivelmi? dc^p^^goodl'^aaKl 
l^raldk^e* . ^^ Of ^ hamao incU^men^, tb?ti^{^iiig 
l^iBiaaure to tihose ^e lov^^^^Mrins to s^ the bigtieitt P^ 
>^^etaiti,.aitdever cherish iWsQcm^nd d&s^ 
^iQtitQent ! ' ' cried Madame de^ St. Hermiiic^ re^^rd&pg: 
1^. with the J4ode8t,ap]Nrot)jAtioii^;. ^ I love to discover 
*ysx%y Geraldines feelinjgs^o generous and §o friendly !'* 
^1*9^ I sto^e a side-long glance at Lesinore during this 
^)^«eb, andi ^ say the iruthvpboervi^ thatW«etniai 
liybve her>i|ai|e as wi^i I jLi^ningiFi^tfin one arm, hia 
pKl^coi^CNI upended over f bis dra and his dark 

crjTfia riyet^ upon the.aiMmated f ountensa»ce of Goral^ 
d|||#» W -appeared to contemplate her with affection, 
ai^faieiSt and complaconcj^^. Since^l^ has been here,. J^ 
)^^ never seen ^is^ liberal and feeling mind shine forth^ 
H^kh jcioka ao sti^ongfy ! ' How mitch I wished, at that 
miiiieiit, tp baffS; pcmessj^d the power , of dire^hg^ ta- 
i|||fdft him tbQ attepti^si of the lovely 4^ject of his 
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f$:1*rToa4»i|§^t^''iM^. she, *<to^h«veadrtiiiled:m.iiito^yoiiroon* 
^^lM|(t; we ^^ tvave sbiui«d4n your ^aribbie. j^%|.V-»^ Do 
apt reproiu;]^ ma ^1^^ %y 8ilehce.^<-lt it embarrassing Xom^9ik.,(]i. 
li^liUte g6iP5e^lttay d^.*^-^Why^^r> dfetnahScl^e, wi* 
vivacity^ ** I would do good expressfy* to tell yoa of ii l'^ 
TOtf I. H 
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dttaiiQBa ! But she dream^noi of liarag aUvact^jUi- 
notice; never turoed berimes towiurdsthe.pkM^^/iHiiW 
he ant I and« in.a few mumtes, again resum^^ her b^olNi 
Ah, Ferdinand! how continually, when I TeAa0 
up^n the Csurdy i^iatoge in your opinion of tbia mflfi 
amiable g^rl* do theae words of Shakapeare Giccttf.A 
ipy recollection, -r.. ^^ 

•* What our cohtempts d&t>ften hurl from iM, ^ '^ 

*» Wc wish it ours agiin .''-^»— Airr. & Clbof^ - ^il ♦ 

-. ' " - Sept* 15i-'.i^^ 

Mt m6dier left\iB this moriitng, more Warmly f^ 
possessed than' ever In favour of our dear Ger^< 
whose attention to her, doring her wholoiriitt, has 
unreinitting and afFectionate. 

The sun ag^in pM^eps forth ;^'our walks, though notHlli 
such a distance from home, have been resumed V^hi 
•bughter of the poor partridges, by our tv^o gendem^ 
has again commenced ; visitors once more find thalr 
way to the house ; and the day after to-morrow Mrsi 
Neville dioes here, with a large party of £veriey8 aii!ft 
Chaiieburgs. ^ ^^ 

t,^ I ^AVS again.seen the y<Ming wpman of whom I mpi{^ 
tioned having had a glimpse at the farm-bouse we pi^ 
ed during our last early ride. She was at charch ; t||| 
morning, in compsny^ with an elderly n(ian, wfaip, f 
imagine^ is h^r father* In walking to pw pew, ^qb^ 
^tilb impediment obliged us to stop for^ moment, apijl 
my eyes accidentally rested upon this girl. She is, 98 
I sagaciously suapei^d, eiitreniely pretty « and hsis/js 
lo^ ^ perfect modesty ; but I did not instantly, rei^ 
lect her, and peihaps^mi|^ not have done sp at aH, Jbad 
not a bright blush^ ai4 a half*pleasedt M^-^bi^ul 
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^Pflldfih^^ii^ e^ towards f^diomd, wh^ was 

i|to#ib^ so terfB^^^ v^y f^ttteiAtmifice. The changi^ 
i|pb|^y6u^ ivoii(iBit% e0umieiia[ii€'e escafied not, I fisar, 
:j$H^tify^tv^\cm of Grtfii^al^ii^ whof as wtit as myself^ 
JiiMil4ait>: thdft moi&cnt regarding; htr^- Shemored for<^ 
ti|itx^ however, 2» soon a» tjie path- Way wa».cieare4^ 
;ilMi0Ut turning her head ? but I could not forbear look^ 
lag^^uod at nay br^c^her, up^a whose laee I perceived 
^^ ^ces of a recent and very friendly sftviie* ]|fhat 
iM be the citcuin^nces attending his knowledge of 
^Ir'girl^ Why does she bli^h on seeing htHv \ And 
Uph^V^A^b Uiar ihaiii^hQh^ki'hery^lias h^^ thimgh evi- 
pmdy aware of ^ nry ^rip^ity concerning her, observed 
iP- tottd^ a ^sybneeiapQ» the subject? . Time, ^lerbaps, 
may explain all this mystery ; jinean^hile, I have only 
f» wish^Geraldtne ]>ad notivtinessed the sort of inteUi- 
gijice thafi^ems ta^u^srist between them. She has 
'pidroothmgto^ii^, however, in relation to the business, 
iiNl' perhaps has already forgotten^it* 

■ 1^^* '•■ - . "Sept, 18. ■', 

'^^OtrR eompaiiy staid late yesterday, and^ wJheath*^^ 
fj^feni^ Ewas too sleepy and tired to take up the pen. 

f^fe^ altd Mrs. Everley brought ^ifh them, by prfrt» 
j^p|f|i^tnl^^ mbrning, thef brotlMf dT 

W^W^riCbXb^ He is how quartered at 

;1)tit spends rtiuclf of his tinie at Oaklfey L6dge. 




i^ by no m^li% so handsome at eight-and-t wenty 
fl*^i^, as his'pict\irc represents him to have been at 
I, h^ lt^S{ etHtwehtly distinguished for per^t>nal 
:e : but he is a' thorough coiconiib, and rather 
^ i^lidiioned i^iflioca; In his looksvand voice 
•6 if'tf^dRed sentimi^btalfty^^^ dyingsoftriess, that 
Itti it' 0A^ eihhaitassiiirg lo Encounter hi^ 

feye. He seemsmaking love to e very hdy headdress- 




r- 









m 



"■rci 



es ; andv I suspect, is by no means backwiurd ifC«l|g||:. 
bating ta tbe irre^Utibl^ Iprce of hia^ 4>wii^itfti^i|Wil^ , 
ibe confusion his languishing glances qfteo occasiflii^^*^, 
, The other individuals of our party wore /Hi^ Im^. 
ville, her two guf^^t^s, JUady Klis&abeth^i^^JUadyCnrHiii 
rine NevjUf, Sir JaoiefrCbarlebury, md bis son tap 
daughter* The three latter are^ ia jdl resp^ts^ hyflKlf^ 
tlie most disagreeable people I have become 4icquaint^. 
svith in thta ,^$ughbourhood. Sir Jai^es. obtained i^Q 
pre^t title and estate, as heir-at-law to the laat posscasjv, 
sor, u> whom he was pqrsoDallyvaa utter strsm^ger. WJbilk 
lus habit^and pursuits might he previous to tbi^ elev%^t 
tion,^ 1. will not pretend to detefroMne f theceui^ evf^. 
reason, however, to cojjiclude, by his, very ^videAt ^ti||. 
of education, and the prodigioiis.CQnsequence.he m^! 
assumes,. that th^y were not s^^h as he would,, at ^^iiii 
time, be proud to acknowlefdge* v i .jt^ 

V The son is a pedantic, awl^ward, college studeAl^^ 
yocirerpus, presuming, and,. to me, itvtplerj^le* Mitm 
Charkbury, with a pretty figure, bu^ an unmeaning^ asdir 
low, plain, countenance, affects the coquettish airs of A; 
lieauty y practises a thousand hackneyed tricks to obtaip 
notjce ; and conveys, in her manners towards womeoi 
mWh of the forward familiarity wi^h^wbiQl^ she sed^ 
;to gain Attention from the meji. She has received ai^ 
expensive education ; dances well, but affectedly ; siiip^ 
)l|af s the pis^no-fprte, and, ^s her father took care to mn^. 
lorm^ us, the lute,, the lyre, the Spanish guitar, and tl»^ ^ 
pedal harp ! She chose always to address Madame de 
St. Hermine in French, though thait lady speaks £ng« 
lish with the greatest facility, and with less fpreign ac« 
cent than ^ny of her countrywomen I ever h^sird- Mist 
Charlebury likewise found opportunity to acquaint^ us 
with her niSoficiency in the Italian ianguage ; talked 
fluently of Ta$^o, Petrarfehi and Dante ; said she vsa^ 
now studying Spanish and German ; and, in short, did 
every thing that 10.091? visit cguld be done towards in- 
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iiigjgig U9 with b^mfiatess vencfi^tion for ^br imn|ense 







ti1fi(i8^1ioWe*cr^ It #Ss1i^f fether's Wn tp 
lifai iriip^^ii^B; 7ih £ ^^ acarcefjr veiled 
>ihe fcmatest' fe^<^ of delicacy or good Wan- 
tf^jollsidb peq)et^^(^ the inerhs 

I^Wn a»a Mr. Arcfier's"^^ ; sipped an& tasted 
^iie with tfelittrack Sf ACbnndiiseuy r asked hour 
Mt. Archer had- hM ftt what vintage it V^s of ? 
he remt^mbercid the port, claret, or Madeira he 
A wheiclast at CharlebXiry Hall ? told what 
pipe cofet him 5 repfesited the favourable observa- 
. dJKb ilpdn it otkixddry lords and balrbhets ; informed^ 
I liJ^Wr^the aifer^ of liis pine-apple& h^d been 

^^jg^tast tw^b sekson^ host a 

t## meth&d G^t^^ his hot-House^ aicknowleiiging 

If #i8lexpeh««¥e, btft pompously adding, \ 
>i^£v^ thing me£^^ be expensive if you se^k for per-^ 
0h#bti i "^li^d^ Ifalfiy corifess that it always puts me but 
dWfedtftotrt^^t^ see*at my own table a merely Moderate 
t»li% of driyfedi -* Fruit, for instance, whldl I myself 
BfiUbm touch, I am so particularly nice abobt, that I 
dli^S gathW it with my owfa han^^ Pray, Mrs. Ne- 
vBpf send tib' that dish Bf grapes ; they appeaf to me 
t^k^1^dMi^6Ti!hi9^^tm soft I lately s^nt, as a present, . 
t#%iy^ toM4 — — *. ' He tasted them at Charlebuw' 
i^^^^Siit iletlared they were thfe finest he eyer rtCT', 
Wflifcoiasiderably better than ani^ he had git1fei£hlrf 6f ^ 
li#ie^ %>i -risi^ht hini a handsome basket of thtiir, 
aaW Afab^ll^ ^otf a polite note, pccompanied with the 
^; w^tds and music of a Spanish song, which niy lor^ 
hfiPd^hf^i^ sing to 'her^ guitar, and which, we thought^ 
i^^t^e ^tceptaHe lb i£idy Georgian^, his daugKte^^^ 
^Affeejr'Ws, he estatftined the grapes with profound 
I grSv!t^; liyh butich; aitM ended with candidly ac- 

" lfi|i that though thesbVere certainly very fiiie, 
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he had acaroeiy any bu( what w^re itWfhu ^i^ri^fS^^ 
larger fruit. • r \ 

" But there i»,^' coQti&ued he^ by w«y*of 
*^ a great deal of luck' in aU theae things* v t 
have one of the very beat gardeaers in £iigl 
aspect of my hot-house is perfection ; I apare>Jl£lifi||l. 
to have every thing as good as wthe climate wittld|i||# 
sind, someh6w or other, I ain-«o fortima|e>aa tawii||»iiii . 
beyond' even my own nftoataanguine expectatifKiv'^^^^^ 

Mr. Archer bore all this parade of. superiorly jjMll^ 
exemplary composure and indifference. Mrs. Nepp^- 
talked to her two neighbours, Mr. £v^ley 9Xi&^4^i 
brother ; Colonel Courtville, in a low voice,vaddYi^ia4^' 
to me a great deal of insigni(icaiitsmaUrtalk f btaai^i|iQr 
looked weary; the Lady Nevilles surveyed thebdla|ii. 
ing baronet with grave contempt ; Geraldine,, su]^iii|Hl| 
ingasmile, atole, now and then, an expr^siv^ kM^lpt: 
the half*yawiting Madame de St. Hermine; Mr#<>b|p|i^ 
bury occasionally chimed in with his insuiFerabl&'&dMiii 
and his sister entered inta a voluble detail, jnt<aidi^|bl 
the joint edification of the Cokiqel and i^yseU^ j0^^|i^ 
immense grouble she took, when in town last yea^^lp 
procure a pit-box at the opera, the only "part qf^meL 
house, she added^ in which her friend, L»dy ;X«« Jflp 
was to be partner with her in the 8ub6criptio% ^w^gm^- 

At length this repast, which, to me, proved ^ j^i|l^ 
est, and appeared by far the longest I ever mad^fiil^ 
Highgrove Park, concluded* Geraldine retired^/i^k 
the ladies, and left Mr. Archer to the enjoyment <£^m 
Sif James's selfcsatisfied grandeur. 

At was now too late and dusky to propose a.gaiiHEil 
atroU m the garden, although the air was mild and^es^ 
rene. Mrs. Neville, however, scrupled not to encoi;^^ 
ter the dews of cvenmg, and asked Mrs. Evetley if 
ane :jvould venture to accompimy her. She readiiy 
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\tmi»d4 9^\im d&^ii ijcufi^d.^ party s ^9Bdf tteroir- 
biu'sfaswb, we sallied Ibith. ?» ; 

;jiiOB«6iit sbe^oiig^ h^mtU fairly out of iiefUT' 
Oh^eaveaai'^ eaiclaimedJiCrs. Neville, ^^ whi^ 
(stiiig torrenM^f ^Hrrogaiit ioipertiaence ace we at 
released from ! lio not be angry with me^ Miss 
lore^^ Isiit IvshaU.dietif I do-not giTei^vent to some 
> hi^^ spitQ^agednst that odious Sir James. !" 
^% .5* O, {H'ay^ said" I^lmil^ng,^^ make nb strantger of 
Jl0Bd.rl have not th^ least desire to become his cham- 




^f^ No, youeannot have s& bad a taste : but I thought 
^j^jdu might mtemally accuse me of ftippancy and indis- 
ici^tion for avowing my bpinioo of mm so openly^ I 
ppUl tell you a secret, my dear Miss Lesmore: I am 
half afraid pf you f and as theysensation is by no means 
j[dea8ant, it has sometimes been accompaaied by a detef-. 
mination to dislike you* Before I finally resolve upon 
^fl^' desperate sm expedient, tell me whether it. is quitfe 
^possible tQ* soften your hearty and gain bumble ad^ 
^ttance into some one. of its little unoccupied re- 



:?$-^? The irresistible frankness and good«humour of this 
^leech^iuite disarmed me, and thawed all the frostiness 
isil^my ^position to w^ds her* I drew her arm with* 
^in my^own, and holding her hand as we pursued our 
«i|^^, satd^>^.No, dear Mrs*^^N hot threaten to 

jiii^e me, since the oftener I see you, and the more I 
^isHl^^you^ the worse I cduld: endure the fulfilment of 
iiadi' a menace.'' > 

*^ Shall we then sign a trcaly of amity \ You know 
•IM the prifle and pleasure it wo^d give me to be in 
#irour with the cmMen friend of Genddine Faucon- 
.4prg*".- ^ ■;• - 

'.f .^v;Wiio6Q»ld iaiV cried I, "being in the highest 
pQ^iM«iavour.with.me, ndio does justice to the-merit 
•I one I so affeaionately love ^'^ 
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*^ I wonder not at yoar attachment to ter* SheUtn* 
deed a sM^tt creature. Mrs. Evefky can tbtt^j^ii^r^ 
enthusiaiiticaK)^ I spoke of her after the very ml^'km^ 
view ; and every succeeding one confirms niy|}j 
In her aspect, ftiafinerSf-^voiee^ there is somef^^^ 
witchingly attrae^e; her countenance, yoiil:hfut^ai6t> 
• gendo: as it isfhas yet an air St high breeding, ^ifgMilt 
it unusual dignity ; vSl she says is accompanied^tb^iitf^ 
easy prd^ety, a sort .of temperated animatitm^ l^atl 
gives value and interest to the slightest ^^pn^si<Q>tti^ 
Were I in sorrow, I thrnk nothing would soothe ill#^ 
more than to hear her ^peak to^ and se^ her regard vt^*' 
with pity ; and yet 1 am not feddof pity, I assure yenir^' 
from half the world it comes in > Sueh a qtoiestidniMfe? 
shape,' it might be mistaken for insult." ''^^A 

Praise so just,' and so cordisdty ddivered, of thy bes^ 
loved Geraldine, filled my eyes with tears of gratitttdiEF^ 
add pleasure. I pressed Mrs. Neville^s hand as it still 
refted upon my arm^ and said— -•* * ^ v ^ t: 

*^ Geraldine ah-eady admired you with the^ame Hbe*^' 
ral-spirit'yon^e:8^ol her ; «ad henceforward I shall h&^ 
truly ambitious to cultivate the friendad^ip ydu are wdf^ 
g4bd as to offer me." - ' ^* 

** You are, I believe, a very amiable and warm^*'*^ 
hearted girl," cried she, apparently much ^easedj^ 
*'.and if you promise to cast upon me no more petrify* ' 
ing and frigid looks; I Very readily promise' to love jro^^ 
with the sincere^t affection." ' 

Then addressing Mrs. Everley, ^* Tell me, my dear^^ • 
madam, why do all the good people in this neighbour* 
hood submit to be annoyed by the vulgar osteiltation of 
those mushroom Chiwleburys ?"- ^ 

** I am quite unable to ans wer.such a question. They • 
»were established iu the county before I came to it, and " 
are probably end\jhred on acicoum of theii^ wealth and ' 
their good dinners.- 
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I Qondrtlifliiiersif ^wliat dinbers couUi be 
mtre poi^nedr |y bareiaced imolenee^ coiarai 

^%Ali^i8 i» very toe," aaid Mrs. Elrerle}^^ la^^lnf^ ' 
assured, that if even siiieli a mn as M^. Arcb- 
te^ed q£ afflo^aoee and imtependenc^, as well as 

[vlaste 10 disdaiQ such society^ ^ipks it Wotth.whHe; 

>^i|tUe occasioBalxiviliity, to avoid makiog an enemy 

^i^powerlul neighbour, others woald find it but a dan« 
gerous experiment to sulopt a system of over-refined 
^^caey. Sir Jaaaes, when offended, is extremely liti- 
gpoa&^andlQveterate ; «rid would readily expend upon a 
law-suit, to distress and molest an enemy^ as much aa 
he woidd tipon^ow and pa»de, U> mortify or outvie a 
competitor.*'^ ^ ,, - 

•f Hateful wretch! Yet evety county, every city^ 
every village, contains an evil geniusy a scourge of thia . 
maligaantdea^l^^dn I Nay, toooften,in private fami- 
lic8| you find indiyiduds wbose tormenting tempers;^ 
af!id overb«;aring a^ro^ance, make life a burthen to all 
who are placed wit^ their reach. / have never 
Iqo^qpm the; happii;ie«B which fili^ or sisterly affection 
Vfm^, impart ^ But I have observed, that even that may 
be imbittered by the pestilential vapours of selfishness, 
aiidthe perverse discontems of caprice." 

iThe sound of music at a distance h^re intemapted 
^ ouf conversation. We lislehed widi aitentionf and I 
sopil distinguished the clear, mellow, and grateful voice 
of Greraldine, af^companied by the.drawing-room piano- 
forte. : The upper part of the sashes weredrawn down^ 
plough th^ Foom 1^ ndwlightedupi and the ni^tt 
was so perfectly calm and still, that we scarcely lost a sm- 
gle nqtev . Gradiially and quietly we i^mroacbed nearer 
to the house, and stopping within a few paces. of the 
windows, wUch'are fahnost tevel with the lawn, we 
stood, lost in shadow, listening to the conclusion of the 







icmg; and l«okiDg at tlie 'company withim Thie _ 
men w^re noryet cooi^ oiA m the'dhiirig-pafli:^ i'^tH 
Mar tl^ itHltriiinettt sac Mi$s Cfaariebuiy, noddlttg^tiar 
head to mark the time* In separate'pacts of tht't^:^^ 
leaning back in^'ai^-cbairs, and stretching forth^thdt 
long Unfbs mtbeif iienii^t extent, ^t theladfes^tsi^^ 
beth Slid Catharine Neville, api^i^Hog^^hdfljr unMti^ 
rested in what was going fbrwaixli drbwsy atfd yacmi^' 
Madatne'de St. Hermine had, for a tilne, leftthe^^rbott^ 
probably wearied of a trio which poor Gcratdinewlk 
under the necessity of endeavburing to entertain. 

As soon as her air concluded, she arose, and resigned 
her (dace to M^s Chartebury, saying, ** I am now^«^ 
tiiorized to ask for the pleasure of hearing you, sifite 
your dedaratton that you wouldnot be the first to' stti^j 
I hope, implied that you would not refuse to be the it- 
Gpnd.'* ■ ■ -^-- --': • '" • ;-^^ 

^''O, pray do n6t urge me just iiow! My Voli^ 
would sound shookingly so soon after yours ! Let pie 
only jrfay to you at present." 

'* You shall <lo exactly as you pleaise ;*' said Gerd- 

dine, "but tell me #hat music I shall look out for you.*^" 

-" The conceited animal," said'MlrS. Neville, in a low 

* voice, ** defers tSnging till *he can have an audiience^ 

men to adifiirc her P* ^ ^^ 

^'^ I have myself heafti hef perforin," observed Mi^ 
Everley, ** and^m greatly mistaken if she wins applause 
from any of the gentlemen it 'may be her aim to enchant 
to-night.'*^ - '\ 

During these i'efmarks, the accomplished Arabella 
waa turning over^ making difficulties, and finding a va- 
ri^of obiectioiM against evety composition the patient} 
and good-iiumdured Geraldine put before her ; and, at 
laist^ ir became sb evident that she Was determined to^ 
avoid playing at all during the ab^ence^of the male pail: 
^f the company, that tJie point was given up ; and, soon 
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P^#ii it was 4i^t Mis«.tibarlebtt^^^ tpm^^4 !^ witi^ 
. j^llQt^b^ 4ej(ail. I l^fpre meQtioaedHC>l herpwn mar^ 
velldu^ instructioh and iodefatigable afiplics^jlpik .Mi^^ 
^veflLey aad I Irie4 ta lian^ii i^itbi aa l^uch civiUty as 
QeiildiD^ J bwl;, JJIrai. NeyiUe^ia^d^ pot: ^ven Uie i^ 
t^mpt; : she seated Jiers^lf iipart^ upop ^Ipw sofa, drew 
1|i^W9rd%bei a 81X1^1 table aod a Ugbt^ ^xxd^ widi perfect 
fPl^pqsurerbegW reading a i^w revjew* 
"On the re-appearance of Madame de St* Herminei 
w^ ordered, apd^ very so9P after, M^. Archer imd 
guests qame.ijtu. . ,. ^ 

Ferdinand enter^ }ast^ a^ A|rs* NeviUet singUi^ 
hioi oul, ^Q^ered^him a pla^e, pe?^t; her. , Gc4pjcm^^Coi|^<<> 
y0Ie,di'^W;a chair between Geraldine ainl^ei sayings ^ 
he seated bim^lf, ^^ I i^oughty not Iqi^ since, diat t 
h|^d th^.Aound, of music, stfalUig ^ 

**; ' —«^'er m^ eftr like the swecit south ^ - > 
That brelOhes upon a buyrctf vi^ts. 

H Who was the fair harmcmist I and why havebm? syrf i| . 
i^ins so speedily ceased ?" - \. ; J 

/j^Ckrakj^b^te smUed^ aaid quie^answered^ ^^Iwas 9ii%« 
Ipg, in faiapes the example woi|)d be fqUQWed by Mjsi^ 
^$r|dl>^ i but I have no^yet succeeded in prevaiUa|f 
istpoA her tp let me hear faer«^ , , v - /^ > 

.^<^0, tha^s very bad, Arabella,^' cried Sir Jmieai 
eatciiing the sound of ^his daughters name, said there>v 
%id%.li^fni|)g to the sequel of the speechf ^^-ijhat's veiy 
bi^ incfeedl Tou must give us a songi I'll- take iu> 
4^«8dr ypu positively QUist sing, and.|day lu a^sonata, 

^r 

*^ Wn^ p^m^ whe^ we hav« done tesi, if you desire 
^IwiU,''^^ 

, ^VThat^i rights tliat'a rights I have no Aotion of let- 
ting pec^ hide th^ talrats in a napkiiw You hav 
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particular reason, child, to rejoice that nature has govern 
you auch powers ; for if she had been a niggard td jfou 
of those, it is not all the expense I have lavished upon 
masters that would have enable you to accomplish what 
you now do." ; 

Several remonstrances in a similar strain, addr^pssed 
to his daughter, but intended to impress upon pur minds 
a due respect for her abilities and his magnificent spirit, 
passed during tea ; and as soon as it was over, die now 
tractable aitid obliging young lady was led to the instru* 
ment. - 

My expectations were not high,^and, in some respects, 
she iar surpassed them* She appears to be a pretty 
good musician, and her execution is brilliant, but her 
voice is harsh. and vuIgar*toned; her expression exag- 
gerated, and her bravura passages shrill and desperate. 

This first specimen of her savoir-faire was crowned 
with sufficient applause to induce her, without hesita- 
tion, to proceed to an instrumental piece ; and, with in- 
credible rapidity, she dashed and rattled through an 
extremely difficult concerto, to the joy and exultation of 
her father, and the amazement and distraction of every 
body else! 
» .These two successive performances would have amply 
satisfied the company ; fut we were not to be let off on 
such easy terms* As soon as the poor piano-forte had 
received its final ihump^ot she really struck it wi|^ 
the strong hand of a faioxer—- her father called upon her 
to play something on the harp. .1 trembled for my be<^ 
. loved instrument^ but concealed my fears, and suffered 
Colonel CoiirtviUe to bring it ftov^ the little quiet re- 
cess where it had hitherto been^ secured from molesta- 
tion. V 

After tunmg a few notes, and actually placing her 
hands upon the strings, Mifl^ Charlebury seemed sud- 
denly to recollect herself, and called out^ '^ Papa, do you 
now Miss Lesmpre plays the harp ? And, I ^are say, 
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n vast ded better than I do: I with she would take 
lily place." 

"^^ Doies she, my deSr," said JSir James, coolly.—* 
"Well, I am sure, we shall all be very glad to hear her i 
Btit do, child, give us first the favourite air 'and varia- 
f^ons Lord »■ so much admires. You can remember 
it, 1 have no doubt.** ^ ^ 

The fair Arabella irtade no further opj^sitloh ; and 
probably, had Iftr lute, her lyre, and her Spanish guitar 
Been stttainable, would, with equal readiness, when the' 
aiir and variations ended, have treated us with sampled 
of her skill upon each. Luckily, however, this was not 
practicable ; and no one pressing her to renew her ex- 
ertions upon either of the instruments she had already 
tried ; she was most civilly thanked for the entertain- 
ment she had afforded, and a cessation at length ensu- 
ed ; for, tired of the very idea of music^ neither Geral* 
dine nor I would take the place she resigned. Sir James 
condescendingly said, he hoped I would, on some futurb 
occasion, allow him the pleasure of hearing me : and 
added, " Young ladies aref apt to take fright On hearing 
sinother perform a very difficult composition ; but I 
dare say. Miss Lesmore, you had no reason for doing 
so. Besides, I assure you, Arabella by no means play- 
ed her best to-night : she is not at all in good practice ; 
for, what with our ball, what with visits we have been 
making, and company we have had at home, she has 
fdutid little or no time for her musical studies. By the 
way, Mr. Archer, you are going to give a ball, it seems. 
Faith, I am glad my example takes so well ? And now 
I think of it, your having a thing of this kind just now, 
may enable me to be of some little use to you. I had 
all ifiy coloured lamps, and various other decorations, 
from town : they are not yet sent back, nor, indeed, to 
say the truth, do I think it will be worth my whire to 
return them at all; If /make no future use of them, 
my iriends may; their cost is a matter of no cons^- 

▼Ql. I. I' 



quence to me : ^andif they can be of any U8^ to yod, 
they are much at your service.** 

** Thank you, Sir James/'«aid Mr. Archer ; " if wc 
want them we will apidy to you : but I don't diink my 
niece is very fond of coloured Ismips ; and liiis is to be 

** They are ^he most odious things in the world !** 
cried Mrs. Neville. *^ I always diink, when I see them, 
of a lion and a unicorn, a shapeless crown, and a vulgar 
transparency^ on a 4>irth-night, over a shoemaker'^ 
shop!" 

^^ And did they bring all these things to your re- 
membrance, madam," said Sir James, much piqued, 
^ the evening you honoured my house with your pre- 
sence?" 

^^ I really do not recollect ; I never was so stupid at 
a ball in my life." 

Sir James seemed to be considering what answer, at 
once decently civil and comfortably spiteful,. he should 
, make to this speech. Time, however, was not allowed 
him to setde the point ; for Geraldioe, to give a differ- 
ent direction to his thoughts, proposed a pool of com* 
roerce, to which most of the party present consented. 

The Charleburys were the first who departed, their 
• house being the most distant, and the road to it so bad, 
part of the way, that the horses are obliged to proceed 
upon it at a mere foot-pace. 

The short time spent with us afterwards by the rest 
of the company was extremely pleasant. Mrs; Neville 
inquired whether we had read Adele de Sinange^ and 
discovered her favourite passage \ She was much gra- 
tified to find we coincided in opinion with her so well ; 
showed the utmost kindness and attention to Geraidine ; 
improved her acquaintance with the elegant Madame 
de St. Hermine ; and, as the m<Hnent drew near for 
ordering her carris^e, said, ^* Before I go, my dear 
JMUss Fauconberg^ will you consent to give me one Uttlc 
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simple air ; a Venetian balladyfer instance, or any thing 
eWe you like better, by way of sweetening my mouthy 
after the nausea occasioned by the loud and coarse 
screaming of the accomf^hed Arabella T' 

We all joined in this request, and Geraldine, laugh- 
ing at the strange manner in which it was made, com- 
plied without difficulty* She sung one of Miiiico's 
well-known canzonets with such taste and feeling, that 
Mrs. Neville, quite enchanted, kissed her cheek ^when 
she arose, and,.in the following quotation i^rom an ele- 
gant Italian poet, at once applauded and thanked her:-*- 

** N^ decider lieve fia 

** Alia debil menle mia 

** Se facesse in roe piii incanto 

" 11 tuo Yolto, od il tuo canto.'' 

Geraldine could not be insensible to praise so flatter- 
ing, proceeding from the lips of a woman she so greatly 
admires* Ferdinand's eyes sparkled with undissem- 
bled pleasure ; and Mr. Everley seizing the opportunity 
for a poetical tnpromptu^ the idea of which, however, 
was furnished by the Italian author, addressed the fair 
musician in these Hnes— - 

Judgment suspended holds our choice. 

Where nature's partial bounty show'rs 
Such gifls of beauty, charms of voice, 
» As Degg«r our diescripf&^e pow'rs :^ 

If love the pref 'rence gives to gracet 
Taste claims for song the noblest place ! 

. This little exteiaporary production met with all the 
^"^plause its unstudied readiness deserved. Mrs. Ne* 
' ville appointed its author po^t in ordinary to the female 
part of the company present ; desmd, very speedily, to 
see some composition addressed to herself; and then, 
perceiving that Mrs. Everley was preparing to depart, 
took the hint, and rung for her own carriage. 

Thus, my dear Augusta, by means of an immoder- 
ately long letter, baYe I brought you to the conclusion 
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of pur cHj;u}er*p9ii7« VfMy y^ in reading it, experi- 
ence less weariless than, during some portion oi the 
day^ I eadured myself. Adieu. 

Ever aifectionately yours, 

Julia LEsifoiiB. 



LETTER XV. 

FERDINAND LESMOBE. ESQ. TO THE REV. ARCHIBALB 

NEW&NDEN. 

My dear Sir, Highgrove Pcark^ Sept. 19« 

The day approaches which I had fixed upon foi* be- 
ginning my journey from hence to your house. Instead 
of your expected pupil, however, you will receive this 
letter ; and, I flatter myself, experience some disap* 
pQintment at the substitution* A request from Mr« 
Archer, to prolong my stay, on an occasion I could not 
easily decline, must account to you for this change in 
my plansi^ Cut how shall I account for my late silence^ 
or for the concise and unsatisfactory tenour of my last 
letter? Believe me, it has been my wi^h to confide in 
you as unreservedly as at any period of my life \ but a 
weak and unworthy sentioient of false shame ; reluc* 
tance to acknowledge a past errors these have been the 
hitherto insurmountable obstacles to my accustomed 
sificerity« I have, at l«igth, de^rmined to conquer 
such irrational pride, and to open to you my whole 
heart. 

What a change has that wayward heart under^ne, 
since, with «udii unfounded prejudice and asperity, I 
declaimed against the alliance projected £or me by my 
family ! Let me frankly own it, my respected friend ; 
in the character and manners ef the lady who was des- 
tined for me, ^I have discovered, too late, perhaps, for 
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Biy happiiiessi aH that in the most visionary and roman- 
ce moments of my Ufe, I ever pictured to my imagina- 
tion of goad, generous, feeling, and sincere !•— 4in un- 
derstanding refined, but not enervated, by cultivation ; 
a sagacity tempered ivith indulgence ; a strength of 
mind blended with softness and modesty ; an ingenu- 
ousness the most bewitching, and a temper of such 
cheerful equanimity, such conciliating gentleness, that 
where she did not find content, she would produce it ! 
-^To the period when I presumptuously slighted such 
a creature, I now look back with the profoundest 
amazement, almost with. incredulity ! 

To a panegyric so earnest, yet so just, all I have to 
add will give you pain* It will grieve you to hear that 
1 have rendered myself to this most amiable girl an ob- 
ject, if not of dislike, at least of fixed and total indif- 
ference. At first, my own repulsive manners discon- 
certed, and, I am ashamed to add, intimidated her ; 
but from the moment she overcame sensations so ar<» 
rogantly excited, and resumed her wonted ease and 
composure, she ceased entirely to think of me. I have 
nothing to*complain of, though so much to lament; 
since, on no Occasion, did she ever cast upon me an un- 
gracious look, or address to me a mortifying expres* 
sion. The fact is, she does not address me at iLl ! If 
I am near her, she endures it patiently ; for whilst I 
am silent, she seems not aware of the vicinity. If I 
speak to her, she answers with mildness and courtesy ; 
but scrupulott^y avoids saying more than is indispensa^ 
bly necessary, or ever being the first to begin a conver- 
sation. I purposely devise pretences for soliciting lit- 
tle acts of civility from her; such as the loan of a book, 
the gift of a pencil, and many other trifles, which, in re- 
ality, I only wish for or value because they have once 
been in her possession. These she is ever ready to 
grant with equal politeness and alacrity ; but the boon 
once bestowed, she is gone before I have even time la 
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thank hor! Humbled and depress^ by a conduct so 
dignified, so consistent, yet so nncQQimpn, I lose aS 
courage to attempt engagmg her attention ; without de^ 
signing it, she subdues and dispirits me* Every hour, 
some unsuspected talent, some new proof of the kind- 
ness of her affectionate heart, some new- grace, rivets 
the chain by which she so unconsciously binds me* 
Yet still to her I appear but as a s(tem and arrogant 
censor. What a light to be considered in by a lovely 
young woman, herself all vivacity and animation ; in 
the full tide of health and jocund spirits ; caressed an4 
adored by all who approach her; and reared in the 
very sun-shine of approving indulgence ! Is it matter 
of wonder, the contrast so striking between what she 
considers me, and what she has ever been accustomed 
to behold in those who surround her, that she should 
conceive of iny temper and disposition an opinion the 
most prejudicial to my future interests i 

That pny dear, misjudging mother had but forbom 
communicating to me the favourite project of her heart ! 
Seeing Miss Fauconberg for the first time, merely as a 
distant relation, as the friend of my three sisters, and 
the eleve of Madame de St. Hermine, I«m certain I 
should have been enchanted by her ; but urged, perse- 
cuted for many months past to visit this spot, for the 
sole purpose of beholding the long-cried-up idol of all 
their hearts ; of teaching myself to fall in love with her ; 
of making advances towards a connexion which was at 
once to unite two estates formerly in the possession of 
the same proprietor, and two people scarcely less thap 
total strangers to each other ; I own that my compli- 
ance was attended with a degree of repugnance amount- 
ing almost to disgust ; and sickened of the veiy men- 
tion of female accomplishments, detesting the idea of a 
mere marriage of interest, I came hither prepared to 
view the wealthy heiress with disapproving eyes, and 



very tittle solicitous to render myself to her any other 
than an object of reciprocal antipathy. 

I must acknowledge, likewise, that at the time I am 
speaking of, Mrs. Neville held a very high place, if not 
in my heart, at least in my imagination. Indeed, I still 
think her one of the most agreeable women I know : 
but the period is passed when, wishing only that some 
trsuts in her chai^cter were softened, I might, as to a I 
blesring, aspire to the honour of her good opinion. No ^ 
change in Mrs. Neville could now make me happy in 
the prospect of a union with her: the change in myself 
has eradicated all former impressions, and thrown into 
the hands of Geraldine Fauconberg the sole power of* 
rendering me fortunate or wretched* 

I am now come to the conclusion of my penitential 
confession. You are the first, my dear ghostly father, 
to whom pride of heart has permitted me to make it. 
While Miss Fauconbere continues to manifest towards 
me an indifference so mortifying, I cannot prevail upon 
myself to acknowledge my sentiments for her, even to 
my sister Julia. Madame de St. Hermine, unreserved 
upon most other topics, has imiformly preserved the 
strictest silence, when conversing with me, concerning 
her beautiful pupil. You will not wonder that this 
should have been still more scrupulousj^y the case with 
Mr. Archer. \, 

Here let me terminate this letter ; assuring you, that 
my purposed visit, though deferred, is not relinquished. 
I will write again as soon as I can fix a day for setting 
out. ('"', 

Believe me, my dear and honoured friend, your "^ 
grateful axyl affectionate i 

FfiRDINANB LE3M0RE. 
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LETTER XIV, 

MISS LESMORK TO MRS. LUMLET.: 

iJighgroroe Park^ SepU 22# 
My dear Augusta, 

Ferdinand dined yesterday at Mrs. Neville's, to 
meet Lord Litchmere, the brother of her two guests, 
with whom he was already well acquainted, and who, 
this morning, rode over here with one of his sisters, and 
was introduced to all our party. He appears a very 
sensible young man ; is perfectly well bred, but some- 
what formal and reserved. His stay at Westhill will 
be short, as he is only come to fetch his sisters, who, 
during their father's absence from home, were permit- 
ted to put themselves under the protection of their 
youthful aunt. The earl is now at his own mansion 
again ; and his daughters only defer their return to him 
till the ball at this house is over. 

Mrs. Neville, the day before my brother dined 
there, apologized for not including the whole family in 
her invitation, but gave no reason for the omission. 

Preparations are niaking here for our fete, and much 
pleasant bustle is going forward. Sir James Charle- 
bury's coloured lamps have not been applied for : our 
chief decorations will consist of flowers and green- 
house plants. Geraldine and I are already deeply en- 
gaged: several ofiScers of colonel Courtville's regi- 
ment, men of family and fashion, are invited ; and we 
anticipate the gaities of the evening with great delight. 

* 

Sept. 23. 
At the distance of about seven miles from hence 
there is a fine stately old mansion,, belonging to a qo»* 



bkman now absent on a tour to the lakes. It contains 
an excellent collection of pictures ; and a party, con- 
sisting of Mrs. Neville and her three guests, Mrs. 
Eyerley, Colonel Courtville, and ourselves^ was formed 
this morning to go and see it. Various were the con- 
veyances by which we chose to transport ourselves thith- < 
er. Mr. Archer and Madame de St. Hermine pre- 
ferred being rowed down the river in the pleasure-boat, 
the house to which we were going being situated within 
a quarter of a mi)e of its banks; and Lady Catherine 
Neville, as well as Mrs. Everley, begged to accompany 
them. Colonel Courtville drove Lord Litchmere in 
his curricle, and Mrs. Neville took Lady Elizabeth 
into hers. Geraldine^ Lesmore, and I went ma horse- 
back. 

Those who were upon terra Jirma kept tog^thor as 
much as possible. We were all in excellent spirits, tl^ 
day was beautiful, and nothing could be more pictu- 
resque than some parts of the road we bad to pass. Men, 
women, and children ran to their cottage doors to sef 
the gay cavalcade.; and many of tKe company liberally 
distributed the contents of their purses amongst'tlie 
neediest looking of these humble spectators. 

At length we reached the spot appointed for our 
place of general rendezvous ; a shady part of the road^ 
on the edge of the river. Here w& alighted to wait for 
our friends in the boat, ordering the servants to go 
forward to Lord B ■ ■ ^ s house with the carnages and 
horses : and here, as we were laughing, talking, and 
sauntering under the trees, a feeble, but heart*-rending 
moan, suddenly struck our ears. We started— -all be- 
came silent-^and with one conseat stopped, and cast 
our inquiring eyes around. In vain, however ; we saw 
nothing but the river on one side the road, the hedge 
and trees on the other. 

" What could that be ?" Mrs. Keville, at length, 
ventured to say. 



** Some unhappy creature in distress," answered Ge- 
nJdine, in an accent of commiseration. 

The mdims were at that instant distinctly heard again; 
and every body now declared that they proceeded from 
the field on the- other side of the hedge." 

^' Let us call back one of the servants to go and Sjee 
what it is," said Lady Elizabeth. „ 

" Let us go ourselves !" cried the active and humane 
Geraldine. 

Saying this, she flew to a gate, some way higher tip 
the lane, which opened into the field, and, with the as- 
sistance of Ferdinand, who was the first to hasten after 
her, turning it on its crazy and half-demolished hinges^ 
forced her slender figure through it, and was out of 
sight in a moment : Lesmore, to save time, let it fall 
back when she had passed, sprung over it, and disap- 
peared in his turn. Animated by their example, we all 
proceeded to the same spot ; our two remaining gentfcrJ- 
men contrived to fasten the gate securely back,^nd we 
advanced, in a body, along the side of the hedge towards 
the place where we saw Geraldine and my brother 
vtanding; 

When we joined them, how deplorable a spectacle 
presented itself to our eyes ! Stretched upon the earthJ 
at their feet, lay an emaciated, bruised, and half-naked 
negro, apparently bereft of sense, and in the last faint 
convulsions of expiring misery ! , , 

A low, but general exclamation of pity and horrlt!?, 
was heard from every mouth. 

'* Unfortunate creature P' cried Mrs. Neville,'** is he 
dead?" • 

" No ;" answered Geraldine, who, during this time, 
had takeb one of his hands, and tried to discover whe- 
ther any pulse remained, "he still breathes; he may 
yet, perhaps, recover. There is a basket of refresh- 
ments in one of the curricles ; if we had it here, a little 
wine might revive him.'* 
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F^rdiaand took the hint, anddartedi back into the 
lane m pursuit-of ^hcAenranis and the basket. No one 
VjTjis i»x>vided with a smelling-bottle to boldtoihe poor 
wretch : but Geraldine, kneeling beside him, regardlesf 
d his squalid and loathsome appearance, alternately 
chafed his temples and rubbed his hands ; and before 
my brother re-appeared, the languid sufferer half open- 
ed his glazed and heavy eyes, and made an ineffec* 
tual effort to speak. The joy tbat shone upon the coun- 
tenance of Geraldine, on witnessing these signs of re- 
animation, is not to be expressed. It redoubled her 
zeal and anxietyjn his behalf; and when Ferdinand 
brought the little basket of provisions, they mutually 
exerted themsetv^es to make the famished negro swallow 
a few drops ,of the wine it so fortunately contained* 

I wish I could describe to / you the various express 
sions that appeared upon the countenances of the rest 
lif the party, n^liilst standing ip a circle round the cha* 
ritable pair, watching this i;^ncommon scene. Lord 
J^itchm^re, more than usually serious, contemplated the 
transaction with the sort of meditative attention with 
tiliich, I can imagine, a philosopher woujid regard a 

{>henomenon in nature* His sister, Lady Elizabeth, 
Obked disgusted and supercilious ; Colonel Courtville 
^emed good-naturedly concerned for^he grievous state 
of the helpless stranger ; and Mrs. Neville, always en- 
diusiastic in her feelings, gazed on Geraldine with a 
feecies. of reverential admiration ; watched all her 
nbyements with approving delight ; and when, at 
lei^]^,.the party from the boat, guided by the sound of 
oio* voices, entered the field, ran up to Madame de St. 
Hermine, exclaiming*— 

^^ Oh, how touching a lesson of humanity have we^ 
been tsuight ! Come, dear madam, and behold, proud- 
ly behold, the child of your well-rewarded care, per- 
forming, with' pious tenderness,, the lowest offices of 
chsQity and benevolencp !" 
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Madame de St. Hermine, much surprised, hasfiiy 
advanced, and reached her pupil, jusjt in time to see the 
grateful negro, now a little revived, fix his dim eyes 
upon the fair creature to whose exertions he was indebt* 
ed for returning life, clasp his shrunk hands together,, 
and burst into a passion oi tears ! 

" Who is this poor distressed being ?^' inquired Mn 
Archer, much struck by the apparent fervour, of his 
sensibility. ^ 

We told him all we knew upon the subject ; and Ge- 
faldine, rising, and approaching her uncle with an air 
of irresistible entreaty, besought him to give directions 
for having the poor man removed to some place where 
he might be sheltered and taken care of* 

*' Certainly, my love 2 we will have him put into the 
boat, which will be the gentlest mode of conveyance, 
add carried to Highgrove Park. There are rooms over 
the stables, one of which he may occupy, till we see 
what is fittest to be done with him.*' ^ 

Geraldine kissed her uncle's hand in token of acknow- 
iifdgment. Then returning to her reviving charge, she 
listened and tried to understand the broken account 
which, in faint accents, and bad English, he was endea- 
vouring to give of himself to Ferdmand. 

He came, he said, from one of the West India islands, 
with an English merchant and his family. When with- 
in sight of the British coast, a furious storm arose, and 
they were wrecked. After keeping himself afloat a 
considerable time, by dint of swimming, this poor crea- 
ture had the good fortune to catch hold of a plank, by 
which he held fast, till driven with great force against 
the shore. The waves followed, and threw him out to 
sea agaift ; and this happened repeatedly : but, at last, 
he made good his footmg upon a ledge of rock, and 
there remained in security till the morning dawned* 
All traces of the vessel had by that time disappeared; 
no boat came in sight ; he was destitute o{ provisions, 
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ittd sb ftitaated, that he could neither, with any prospect 
of flucceedipgf attempt climbing higher up the rock, nor 
^ceod, without meeting inevitable destruction in the 
] ocean. Half dead with fatigue, cold, and hunger, he 
Maintained his dreadful post a whole day and a second 
ni]|;ht» The following nioming, impelled by famine 
«M despair, he resolved upon making one vehement 
>«K)rt to ascend the rock, aware that, if he failed' or fell, 
^ could only die, and die he mqst if he remained. Af- 
ter the most toilsome and perilous struggle, he finally 
ejected his purpose : but the summit of the cliff pre- 
sented nothing more consolatory to his view than an 
almost barren plain, a sort of down, on which a few 
stieep found a scanty pasturage. He walked slowly on^ 
tni evening overtook him, and then reached a wheat- 
field, where be appeased the cravings of hunger wi||| 
the grain supplied by a few ears of com. He slept un« 
der the shelter of a hedge, and in the morning resumed 
his weary way. At a cottage which he passed, he beg- 
^d a little bread ; but those to whom he applied wer^ 
diildren, who, frightened at his colour and haggard 
looks, ran away. Soon after, he went up to. a farmi- 
Iiouse, whence, however, he was driven by a fierce dog, 
wlio i^wled and barked' so surlily, })e ventured not to 
rlimain in his vicinity. Nearly spent with inanition 
lind excessive lassitude, he walked on as long as his fee- 
ble remnant of strength would permit him, and at last 
fen down, quite exhausted^ in the field where we found 
bim ; and ** wherey he added, looking at Geraldine 
and Lesmore, *^ good angels come and help me !" 
This story, related in worse English than I could re- 

Eiat it, bore an air of probability, and increased the 
terest already excited by its friendless hero. Ex- 
hausted, however, by the eifort of speaking so long, he 
seemed nearly fsdnting when he came to its conclusion. 
Ipresh nourishment W9$ administered to him ; and, after 
aon^e time, the pkbi of removbg him to the house 
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where his ^^goedangeV Vred, was comlalifiiGfiled'ti^ 
hinit He humUy and thankfully acquiesced* The 
servants were called, and we saw ntm gently cofertey^ 
to the water side, and placed upon some hay, procilfe4 
for the purpose, on the floor of the boat* Mr. Archer 
gave the necessary orders concerning Inm, and likewise 
directed his carnage to be brought, as a substitute for 
the vehicle with which he was parting. 

As soon as we quitted the banks of the river, to be«> 
gin oUr walk to the mansion of Lord B— -^— , GeraldiHey 
taking her uncle'^ arm, outstripped the rest of the pit-' 
iyy and left us at liberty to make what comments^we 
pleased on the transaction we had witnessed* "Mri^ 
rleville was eloquent in her praise, and regretted itt«ieh 
that Madame de St* Hermine and Mrs.^ Everley had 
missed the sight of such active and useful benefitetuse* 

** Certainly what she did was very good," cried Li* 
dy Elizabeth, *^ but still I would not have had her ^ 
80 near him, or touch liim with so little caution ; fgjr, 
really, a more^filthy looking object I never beheld !**' ' 

"The greater her merit!" cried Lord Litdtemere* 
^ We had sent away the servants ; the man appeared 
at the last gasp. Money in this case would have been 
of no avail ; nothing but immediate peraonal sttcedtir 
eotd^ have saved him ; and such was the prompti^de 
and unaffected zeal with which Miss Fauconberg lid- 
ministered it, that I think, with ycm, Mrs*-Nevi^ 
there n^ver was a more affecting scene J** 

This was spoken with an animation I shoi^d not 
have e;Kpected from Lord Litchmere, and wan^ as- 
sented to by Colonel Courtville, who added— 

"The lively conversation, and gay countenance of 
Miss Faucoqberg, had not led me to expect from hersp 
much thought and feeling/* 

"I begin to be of opinion,*^ cried Mrs* NevHle, ^ 
^ that there is no recipe for gaiety, real gaiety of faeatt^ ^ 
efbuil in efficacy to the <Nie mib which nature and edii* 
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'^ selfishness ! ,, We si^ what fbe is capable of d6^g 
;,^ cause of humaiuty ; how tenderly she sy^'j)^- 
s ip the miseries of the lowest of her mlo^ 
^ j yet cheerf«iilnes8 seems to be the habitual d^ 
itioQ of her well-regulated mind. We think, v/h^ 
<^ing her decked in smiles, and sparkling with ai^- 
TOttion, that no change in that blooming and ingennoils 
%j§^Qtenance eould be to its. advantage : see. her but in 

«ra€frous sorrow for another's suiferings, and she must 
rcibly remind all who have ever read it, of that truly 
4>edutiful passage in one of Richardson's works, where, 

flaking of some favourite character, he says, '* Tj^ 
a^r^s of her lovely face, and the turn of her fine eye, 
^^e caU for pity f* 

^^, Tbe expression is, indeed^ singularly descriptive, ^nd 
;was thought, by more than one of the party, admirably 

fppropriate to our dear Geraldin^ : but Madame de 5t, 
terming, without seeking to undervalue her 'pu4>i?s 
mei^it, besought Mrs* Neville to forbear such zealous 
,^|M:omiums in Miss Faucoiiberg's presence. 
}-. "I do npt," she added, " fear her becoming vain ; 
flmt^praise so fervent will distress her^ and lead her to 
.^mfqiri^eiid .she was too. public in her benevolence.'' 
.f^,.^>A^vl would you, my dear madan^, from the fear of 
^^Iwearvationyhave hershirinkirom doing what she thinks 

" No, certainly ; nut I would wish her friends tiot to 

;jse9i^io(iAer,ofjtbe notice she has attracted. It migiht, 

cm a^2|a^re«^cca8i^^^ induce her to hesit^e incurring it ; 

oi*f^e to her, while performing an act of duty, a con- 

V^^^eipus and painfiil sent^ion, too much allied to the ap- 

r.pisehension of being thought singular or ostentatious." 

"Ah, no !^ The general simplicity of her manners will 
^ffcempt b^r from all such injurious imputations ! But 
^t^,8obscrib(^^implidtly.to your recommei^atipns of fqir- 
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besu-jtDc^ ; siace, , folr tlie worlds I wpuldiiot^use l^r 
one moment's uneasiness or cmbarrassmenti" ^ 

We M^ere by this time arrived in sight of the imigni- 
ficent edifice to which our curiosity- had guided^ 4i^ 
Mr. Archer and Geraldlne were waiting for us bendadl 
a noble portido, and proceeded with us'tfmmgh dl tbe 
principal apartments. ' ' 

It was with this as with every great coRection erf pie- 
tures I have seen. To one good, therfe were ten inoc^ 
rate or unpleasing ones, tlpon the whole, however, 
we: were extremely gratified ; and after taking, on quit^ 
ting the house, a hasQr survey of the garden and plea* 
iure-grounds, we remounted, some their horses, and 
some their carriages, and went home to a late dinner*^ 

The poor negro, we had the satisfaction of heariog^ 
had arrived safely, a considerable time before our re^ 
turn, and been immediately put to bed. Proper nou- 
rishment had since been given him, and he had fallen 
into a refreshit^ and tranquil sleep. I sincerely hope 
4his pitiable object of Geraldine's attentive care wiU 
recover and live,^ to reward and gladden her excellent 
heart.. She is as anxious for his accommodation and 
good treatment as if he were a friend ; and, I doilbt 
not, he will invariably meet with both ; for thpttgh^e 
sery^ts all think with disgust and aversion of a Bfaci' 
(t-moor^ they all adore xhtit young mistress, and will 
strive with each Other who shall show4iim most kind- 
ness, for her sake. Ferdinand, in speaking of het to 
me, calls her " the good Samaritan.'' But What do you 
think the wretch sa>s of Lady Elizabeth Neville ? 

" She is in a very secure and comfortable predidi- 
ment. She can never be condemned in the next world 
—for she has no soul !" : 
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.^^!^R ball: isJosfj^r,, m]^. dm Augusta ; but lu ^ ac« 
jHpiM bave^to give of, )(# I doubt not I shall make jroa 

igryAijf ith Lesmore as I am myself* Before I gIoso 
^^ ie^er, l^W^V«f^I h<^c to obt^n 8<mie palliating 
ci^Ianation of his eztraordmary proceedings. At pre- 
jillf^^y ^imsw^^^ a most 

liy^Lvp^rable a^peqt^^ 

^^{^rday ^ty^ning,. about half an hour before th^ 
Cijll^p^y b^n 1^^ de St. Hermine, 

Igk.wnom Geraldine and I, when we were ready, went 
;^fhpw oui:s€^lve% in our dancing-dresses, obsei:ved ths^ 
1^^, «8^b. wantedf as ^ finish to our appearance, an ele^ 
j^t ,Qule nosegay. . ^^X saw torday in the £iower-gar- 
^xiil sbe^ added, ^* sever jd^clunaprose trees in bloom ; 
^Ipne of t^e jmen gQ and gather what you want." 
^f ^3^ey are all no busy ,'^ cried Geraldin^, " that -9^ 

abetter go ourselves: conxe, Julia^ the moonwlU 




jjingdiis, she took me by the arm, and we descend- 
into jhe garden together, helped ourselves to the 
r«r%\and^eii, finding the. air keener than we ex- 
s4, returned to the house by a shorter way, whicK 
dm^a!^4La.th^.offic^. - * 

H^-^Tne/loor o£ the housekeeper's room was opened as 
if^piMbed it, and accidentally looking in, we perceived 
a young country;woman, in a bonnet and cloak, sitting. 
||(iar the taUei and apparently cr>^ing. Geraldine 6b- 
ileirving tiijM l^ere was; nobody else in the apartment' 
ipc^pt alittle boy^jvho seemed to belong to the strang- 

Sy Stepped in to inquire what was the matter ? I foU 
\viBdher ; and,. when the youthful female raised her 
heady immediately knew her to be the same pretty girl 
I had lately seen at church, and once before at the farm* 
l|Ouse. She stood up as we ^proached her, and madai 
an humble courtesy. 
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Gef £u,diiie, addressing her wiUl greatgei|^eiies8»«' f v 

** iNoi ma'am^ i have aeen her already.'* ^ rr^? y^ 

^^ I am afraid yo^ are ipraon^e di^e^ ;TeU /rae, 
would you wish to see Mr^ Archer?" j^ 

Again the girl courteafiedj^^nd, WAth te»« ia^hcyrieycs, 
answered—, ~ — > 

" Nqj ma'am, thank ,j^u*^I only, de^M^to^ace-Mo 
speak three words with Mr*. Lesmore. Mt^^ Preifli^ 
has been so good as to send up to tell him <I am^^lKWf 
and perhaps he will condescend -^ come dowxi Ihmo* 
ment* .,■■'- /.^. «- 

. Asi she uttered this last sentence, we. beard the ap?* 
prpaching step of my brother, who, before we^^ouiii 
retreat, entered the room. -...-'^ 

He advanced hastily towards his.9uspidou|i vi^toSt 
saying, with an air of ititerest and concern, ^' Why^ nijr 
poor Mary, what brings you here at this bte. li^liMr (i^. 
the evening?*' . . n 

■ We waited not to hear Mary's reply» but directed 
our steps towards the part pf the house inhabited by^ihe 
family. 

I Irardly knew what to^eay upon so q44 an occMi^r<siice^ 
yet, not choosing to leave Geraldine to her own r^eG^ 
lions, I at last made some copimonrpl^ce remark apoja 
Ae grl's neat and modest appearance* . .. 

^^ Poor tiding !" said Geraldine, ^^ I fearsh^has^g^l 
into some grievous difficulty !" s 

Madame de St. Herinineat that moment joining us, 
we changed the subject, put on^ur flowers, ,^d apiused 
ourselves with conjecturin^^ho, ainongst ^1 those thai 
were invited, was likelv to anive fiesta 

In the midst of this edifying conver^icHi,Ferdinaiitd^ 
with a look of some discomposure, appeared at the 
door, and, after a few moments' he^tation, stepped up 
K> Geraldine.: 






t& 



-^.tifr." 



^peAding theeaifyfi^^f this eirenrag at Uomc, and, 
ViQ^8ii}tientl7, of telhiqtiishing the honour of dancing 
with you. May I, however, hope, yon will make my 
^ic^fises td Mr.' Ardier, and extend to me yonf own 
forgiveness?" 

*>->*** And pray, Pterdinand,'^ cried I, more angry than 
itfever felt with any body in my life, ** what is yonr 
.<tfM>tive for att this?" 

^ «« I eannot be explicit at this moment : 1 am going 
upon an ailair which requires the utmost dispatch, and 
lu^e only time to repeat my entreaties for Miss Fau-» 
tonb^r^s indnlgence, and to assure her, that I never 
made a sacrifice which cost me more." 
«» -GenMine, with great sweetness, expressed her con« 
tern at losing faitti; most readHly accorded the pardon 
lie soli^ed, and ventured to pr^nise him equal leni^ 
from her uncle. 

hu*^l relymueh upon your friendly intcrcessipni" tried 
F^lriifaMindi ^^ and* now, adieu, Miss Fauconberg; 
adieu, Madame de St. Hermifie. As for yoti, Juhsr, 
jhdare not sp^ak to you tiQ your wfath is a little 



K^ «ife tbety left the room, and left us aO three looking at 
«aeh other with silent amazement! Madame de St. 
H^ttintne^ who had most^l^ason for surprise andcon* 
jecture, expressed a scirious aj^prehension that he wais! 
going out to settle ^ some unfortdnate dispute. I^esi- 
titted^whedier to undeceive her, by revealing the secret 
•f 'Mary's visit; but an unconquerable reluctance to 
apeak upon so strange a circumstance, withheld me : 
and' Geraldine seemed equally disinclined to reveal 
what she knew. 

vlt was not very long, now, before a few stragglers 
began to arrive. I always pity the first comers at a great 
assembly: they generally appear disconcerted them- 
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8oit ol jMKiple the imslpeM ol tbc boiMe «am ^faiM 
abcmt^ {)o6r«eared*lookiiig8attI$^doubt£Hditftb^ 
welcome, dftougb ijiviteil, SAd^imptoviydbed witkfi^ra^ 

OerakHne^ however^ ha&mo^xmcbdeUoicy^iidfedUi 
ing, that «he finds the memis of puttiag Uifte kia4 of 
folka 1^ ibeir ^ease almbet iHMnedialelf « H^ JMom^. 
parable monttress has not, I amsure^ suffered her ^Idl 
overlook the excellent advice MadamedeSev^^ii4^vfa 
«^on thirauhje^^ Da yoiifc^reineoyber iheMssagemf 
mother made us i4l extract, and talked so often ^bwir 
log engraved ofver^hedFawbig^rooflfi door? / 
' ^^ Iljaudtoit de b&mte hmtne s^a^ffUfuer a bien^ fstkm 
ks honneur^ de s^amaiaons ilfi^^firien qui Med f4im 
mai qu'tmejraide msenaibkUi qtumd an est ctast s^^Jm 
: Aocordtngbf there is, in the reception GeraldiM^ 
gives to diffident or awkwsn?d vmix)rs, «i atte8ftloB,at 
cheerful politc^ness, that quite wins their hearts* She m 
^d, perhaps^ when they depa^^f )n0t; aevar betrajMi^ 
concern when they arrive : but looks so easy, jso«€0»* 
tented, aiid yet sdwhdHiy abstains fros? asswuiiing. 'any 
odioUsaits of affabii^, that when J go- home, I^aa^dt^, 
termined to endeavour, in this respect, to tiloddb^w^^ 
cooduiet upoir4iers« How glad my 4^ir inothor wiS^ 
if I succeed ! imd how.agreeable a surp^i^ shall I e:&-t 
cite amdngst some of por^oeighbours at PArktO0'Gasd»l 

^ Mrs^ Neville and her party arrived at a very reasooa^ 
aUehour,; and her appewaoce soeaied td give tlmstgfe 
nal for iEimmatio» toid gi^y^^hrcHaghottt the eot)ftpa&3r« 
She was i& exceHenft ^nrtts y -and^ tp use hor .owit 
words, was in one of her g'aod dayt; one of those hot* 
Bioura which dispose her, now aod^hen, to be in charity, 
with the whole world. ._ ^; 

• ^ shftuld apply oureilveS early ta acqofrfe the art (yfj^^me^- 
Ii]|))rilb!fig^t1ie h€ao«ir» of oar house ; mitluiig it so unbecoMtog 
s%»csiid HMitiiiaijyily under ewrSwaro^ v ^ 
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4li^ irlitdi^he «o«(da>^^iie^oi»ameBted f aiiStaiid, the 

fitgraiice of the fi0%^ she entered the house, had 

liiieited iaher mmda ttiouwuid dgreei^le ideas famoiigst 

others, that of Geraldine herself :/^^ for," added she, 

^ I have 80 ^ten -remarked your fondness for flowpra, 

llik» Fan^nbergy that seitber the sight cor perfume of 

^^resh^ito^gay ^oir ever Teaches ine^/widiout pi^scnl* 

f^gyour ima^ ta ^myfnilld'seye•'v^ . s,? 

^# ^^ A. very elegaat associatioD^"> said I^ord Liichmere* 

'^ ABd:a:ire]^ flatieriorg one, 1 am sure/' cried Ger^ 
iddiiie. 

• "You are to kncm,*^ tt&amtd Mrs* Neville, -^' thai 
l^possess a happy knack of making these sort of mental 
combinations betwe^ persons and things. Sametimesy 
indeed, the parties concerned might not think theo^ 
telves snuch^inckbtedtorme forthe f^ility wit% which 
1 unite tbeir irecoUection with ^ the i^bl, taste^ or sceo^ 
irf* inanimate objects. But wben this happens to be the 
4»8e, I do my best to concoal such Uttle amusing 
Fagaries^" 

.<She then in<|uired^ with much kindness^ after the 
poor Negro, and was^xtremely pleased to learn he waa 
djsii^'welti and hail, in the course of the day, bome^ 
#fAoat ii^ury, die fatigue of sitting up several hours* 

>>^ 1 am glad^P she cried, ** this happy result has at- 
IMded your humane exertions, my dear Miss Fauconp 
berg« I have been forbiddea to express to you hijdf the 
ndmiration with which your conduct inspired me » but 
this* I m// teU jo^j that if hasrleft upon my heart so deep 
iH impression, I shadl never cease to h^our and love 
jrattiforit.^ 

:^ Blushingt^ and^ confosed, Geraldine seemed> by np 
saeans displeased that die approach of Sir James Charles* 
Ipry and W terminated this ^onyersatic^*-^ 

|d[rs«Neirul^ immediately retreated from their vicinity, 
declaring, that the stodc^of C^isliuMiikctisrity w whidi 
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means |M'<K^ ag»in»t tfie^skock whieb the T«rji«igliMf 
those p^Q^e gave'to it. Aa ^ey ate not much moQlMiil 
laafOMF wi$h me, I likewise stole away, ^d atiafisl^ 
vikf^eifAxi a party of which Mr. aad Mrs* £verley:Wii3§> 
members.-' ► -.. ..-' --^ 

You wHl be surprised, perhaps, to find die Aasi^^W 
ilfr. Everle^ n^ntioned iaso gaj^ a scene : certain^itii^ 
that fot maay hours he was a pleased speet^nor of air 
(hat was goiag forward. His coming was a conipfe 
ment paid to Geralditie, which she accepted so^racl*' 
ously, that I verily believe he would ev^ra have daiieeit|» 
had she, with the same smiling loidc, requested it* ^ ^ 

- As the moment fof}- staading vtp^lrew near, I bcggi 
to feel considerably emh^rr^assed how to annio^ipce >li . 
Mr* Al^er the sudden eeMpse of my brother. 'Bbi 
unple^ikatit ta^, however, was utucvoidaUe ; and, wkH 
all the quidifyifig varnish I coiddthrbw overit, I td||[ 
the awkward truth : that is, I^aveinfbrma^n of hia 
Hbseiice^ a&d#poke pathetically of the regret with whkil 
he departed ; but very carefully avoided mentiomBg 
tine £ftir tempter who had seduced Um to- the deed* t'^ 

- Y^t, notwi^tanding the^paina^ I tooktoQoftien dtt 
inteiltgenee, leould perceive that it affected Mr* Arch^ 
in a very unpleasant manner. Obvious as^waafaia^i^ 
f^easure, however, h exceeded, not the ehagriniaiiji Ifia* 
appointment bemtved hy I^rs. Neville. She asitMl 
iajftdame-de St. Hermitie (tniwilling^ perhi^, ^ spfd^r 
to me)^ thoBsandquestiona concen^g Lesmore i aaif 
Q^tairnngno satisfaetory intelIigjenoeya{^Mred ^ndt^ 
»09iieBt to las^ aUintereat in what-was paesing^ around 
her ; resolutely declined engaging herself to dancer| 
Kfd^tlfter siftting some time at a window aps^ f(^ow<il 
Iwo^or three eldtrly 4adiea into^i^ ad]oimng rwM^ 
vherei^li few, yet tidooeiipied^ c^4*tid4eft had hmf 
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iti^ ^eimfy €Bczj^ 4b^ of Gerald^, whi 

iboked after ha? with an air of re^^t and coiic€rD.<«^ 
th6 hAd no leisp^, however, to reflect long opoo tl^ 
illhjiect ; for Lord Litchmtre, informed of my brothei^ 
ijitence, Oame to reqiiest the honour of her hand for ife^ 
%f^4wo, instead of the i8ecx)|id two dances; C'^She rea- 
dily gave it ; but not wjkh e^aal i^adiness'^oukl she 
m' prevailed upon to^ <^en. the ball. After a short and 
dprU jDontest between her and Lady Elizabeth Neville^ 
the latter consented to^^call riie first dance* 
TV As the ftdjnstment of this point of etiquette, and va« 
rious other dekys, had iietarckd the cominencement'df 
ifels^ball to aiconsiderabty later hour than I hadexpected, 
1 was'now m momdnury hope of seeing FerdiasHid' re^ 
turn. My eyes were pei^tuaUy directed t^lMurds lilt 
^ft$dr ; and, even, when converging' with my p^tnei^ 
]^onel <k}urtvilie, I could not forbear turning httf 
iQ4ittd whenever any gei^deitean passed near me/ 'Al 
iibgth, the Colonel, sensible of ttie littld attention I pat4 
.10 all the fine things he was saying to the, asked^^with a 
Mifle^ whose arrival I was so anxiously looking fdr f 
IFhis ^estion rendered niembrecircui^spect; I evad<> 
tsd-anssweringit; but straggled to appear lesapre-ot* 
jil^fed smd restless. - 

•;^¥'|^b|[f^dMee end ; and another, which; wkhstareety 
ilii|»meffval, succeeded it, concluded also : but stiH i^ 
ttlMandieltppea«ed* : Provoked nearly as isiuch as Mrmi 
ifevH^ I coikd Wi^n^y kave joined in a Ikde sidl^il 
li^ii^ith her ; bat I was not pet'mitted : aihirddanee 
Ifia^tititted, and my new partner. Lord Litelmiere, wiQi 
%if a humour so unusu^y talkative, that I could not 
Si^flBi^age myself from^hn simonieot. -The theme of 
Hcr^enirernition oi^ght to faavefpteased me,^nceit waa 
Wilf4(d^mi3xa^ jpracei ttid perfections of MsH^San- 
c<Hiberg : 6ut lam not liberal-minded enough tot di^vf 
much pleasure firom hearitig her waraoily prsua^ by any 
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ymngw&a except my brother. Y^u.^pn^ s^iite^ Ai|^ 
gttstsi, aind suspect, perhaps, that I wish to eogjcoss ^ 
admiration of all others to myself: if sucK is yoii| 
ojunioci of mei I will not attempt tp refute it ; but 6i^ 
say, that Lprd Litchmere is one of the last whcpi|i 
should listen to with satisfaction upon this subject, frp|| 
the persuasion I lie under, that his are not merelyefH^i^ 
eulogiums, but that he seriously and passionately iMl* 
inires Geraldine^ and may become, xo our poor F^<|i|' 
Band, a very formidable rival. Though grave at n^|| 
an^ somewhat cdld and distant, he improves extrediehr 
upon acquaintance. In his countenance and xqipe^ 
ance there is nothing striking ; but he looks observanti 
his cpnversation denotes good sense and good natiiure^ 
am) his manners convey the idea of his being a th^prolig^ 
gentleman. Such a man, could I, without sorrow, l!|||: 
sign the prospect of obtaining such a sister, I shou^ 
most gladly see united to my loved Geraldine: but^all 
long as a spark of hope remains of her one day beco|gi| 
ing the wife of Ferdinand, I shall never witness the at- 
tentions of Lord Litchmere without pain ! . " j 

Whilst I was going down the dance with him, G^^ 
dine found an opportuility to say-** ^ .^. -^ < 

" Mr. Lesmore is come back, Julia."— l\: 

" Is he ?— ^How did you hear it V* ■ :^ ; 

I " Mr. Everley saw nim mst now in the card-rai>i)Eu^ 

ThJ^s answer gave me a ip,ang|^t;Kc rt ; and during tfii^ 
remalader of the dance, I could dp nothing but pictut^ 
to myself the sniig little flirtatioh Which I concludm 
was passing between JVtrs. Nefilte and my brother. 

My partner speedily discovered an alteration itxmf 
voice and looks. : 

*^ Are you fatigued. Miss Lesmore ?" said he. 
- ** No, trty lord, not with dancing; but my owa 
Noughts have fatigued me^ thp s^^test part of ^' 
cvcimig.'^ : 
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*' I wish there sub^sted more ednformitv of sentiment 
between us j" resumed he—" My thovights never were 
fe^f so agreeably occupied as they have beeiy dur'iDg the 
I^st two hours !" 

Then pausing a-momcmt, he presently idded— " WiU 
itbe permitted here to dance twice with the samt 
partner?" 

*' Indeed, my lord, I know no law against it.^' 

Scarcely had I uttered thcfse words, when, as Geral- 
dine followed us down the dance, I heard him say to 
hei-i 

' " Have you i longlist of engagements for thi rest of 
the evening, Miss Fauconberg?" 

** No, my lord ; only for the next two dances." 

He could say no more just then ; but seizing eager- 
ly the next opportunity of speaking to her, he obtained 
from her a promise that she would stand up with him 
again after supper. * 

My ill-humour was wrought up to its fulj climax by 
this arrangement, which threatened completely to ex- 
clude Lesmore frpm all chance •f recovering his once- 
forfeited partner, and I scarcely could prevail upon my- 
sdf to speak another word whilst the dance lasted. But 
Lord Litchmere was too hiappy to regard my tacitur- 
nity. His eyes followed Geraidine in every direction ; 
|iot a step, not* a movement of her's escaped him : and 
aa expression df unSirti|rt^^9ed delight brightened his 
Countenance wWiS^^r^tlfe'figure of the dance brought 
them together* , 

MeanwhHe colonel Courtville, who had succeeded 
him as the partner of the fair. lady of his affectiop, was 
doing the best he could, by battery and msinuation, to 
winlier to himself. He looked ^ unutterable things ;' 
now smiled, now languished ; and performed to per- 
fection the character of an enamoured and dying swain. 
All this I beheld with the most complete indiiference : 
he cannot, I am well assured, be the kind of man Ge- 
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raldine would tver approve: but judge' jny surprise, 
when, on casting a glance towards the card-room d«akor, 
I at length beheld Ferdinand, -leaning against its aide, 
'looking earnestly and gravely at Gexaldine, and scarce* 
ly appearing to hear, or to know how fie answered, the 
lively observations addreiMsed to him, {roi& time to 
time, by Mrs. Neville^ who stood beside him. I |jer- 
suaded myself he was jealous of the colonel, and the 
suspicion made me ample amends tor all the vexation I 
had enduted throughout the evening !— JSut, jealous of 
the vapid colonel Courtville !-^Is such an infatuatton 
to be pSrdohed ^ * 

When we were returning^ our seats, I saw Le$r 
more approach Geraldine, whom he detained several 
minutes in conversation. .She looked at him as se- 
renely, and answered him as cheerfully, as if she had 
every reason in the world to be satisfied with his con- 
duct. Not equally placid did he appear, when, their 
little dialogue ended, she proceeded to a vacant chair 
next mine. I was curious to know what had passed, 
and she readily informed ^me. - 

^' Your brother wished me to dance with htm ; and, 
when I a<!quainted him with my two present engage- 
ments, seemed to think that by the time they were over, 
the company would be dispersing." 

And wais he pleased to murmur ?" ' 
No ; but he professed gr^t concern : and, a&ia 
gratitude bound, I returned the compliment, and de- 
clared myself equally chagrined." 

This light mannlsr of speaking of what was, perhaps, 
to him a serious disappointment, would not have been 
very gratifying to p6or Fferdinand^s vanity : but Ge- 
raldine secerns not to have a suspicion that hci has^in 
any thing which relates to her, the smallest degree of 
feeling* , 

Sooa after, wc were joined by Mr. AixJier. 
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^* WdV Baid he, addressing me^ ** your bvpther has 
beea makihga thooisand apologies for so suddenly ab? 
SGondmg, and^ promises to clear up the whole mysteiy 
to us to-morrow. A long story is connected with ity^ 
wJiich there is now no oppprtunityof relating." 

Theuyturnii^g to Geraldine---** It is past qnt o'clock,'' 
said he, " ^nd we shall presendy go to supper. Who 
do you dance with, my dear, afterwards J" 
V " With Mr.jGharlebury, and Lord Litchmere." 
' " Lordiitchmere ? Why, he has beeia your partner 
ialready." v 

** It is very true, nay deait pncle ; but he asked me 
again,* and I did not know upop what plen to refuse 
him." . 

Mr. Archer s^id no more ; but I thought he looked 
gdodTnaturedly vexed that Fe^dinand*was,thus depriv- 
ed of the prospect of obtaining her hand» 

In our way to the upper-room, I saw, peeping 
through a glass door that opeued into the. hall, Geral- 
dine's/>ro^eg^/, the poor Negro, xreditably equipped in 
a livery-suit lent him by one of the servaiHs ; and 
wntching the ladies as they passed, with the most ea* 
f^r attention* When Geraldinti, without Gbscrving hiua, 
drew near his hiding-place^ his countenance kindled 
im into an expression of joy amounting almost to rap- 
ture! The lamp which depended from the cielingof 
the hall, cast a strong light upon his largb uplifted eyes ; 
and his Ups moved, asr if invoking blessings upon the 
head of his lovely preserver. I was siensibly touched 
hy this quiet ^testimony of h^rtfelt grsititude, and, 
waiting till every body had passed me, approached the 
window behind which he was stationed^ On perceiv- 
ing me advance, he Was hastily retiring t but nodding 
to ^ncoiurage him,! half opened the door^ and inquiring 
after his health, expressed somejconcern to se^ him up 
at so late an hour. 
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" No hart me, lady,'^said_hev "to qome and lookai 
good aiigeL Hear tlie music all the evening, and beg- 
ged so hard just for one pc^p, they lend me clothes^ aixd 
put me in this passage." ^ .^ " 

" You knew your kind friend againi directly, I saw.** 

" Know her.!— Ah, lady ! Caesar never speak, never 
think, never dream of any thing but good angel, ever 
since she save his life !" 

The tears .glistened in the honest creature's eyes 
whilst he spoke,. and I felt my own beginning to start. 

" Good night, Caesar," cried L—" If you like to^ay 
here a little longer, I will send you a^lass of wine." 

'* No, thank you, lady ;-^good night.** H<J then 
withdrew, and I repaired to the gay party in the supper 
rooiri. - 

I found an unoccupied seat.neaVMr. Archer, and 
while every -body was talking round us, related to hint, 
without being overhear;!, the little dialogue-in which I 

had just been engaged* ^ 

" Poor fellow !" cried my benevolent auditor, "he 
shows a wonderfully grateful disposition. I must try 
and put hini in some way of Qbtaining an honest maljir 
tenance. Is he young or old ^ What does he seem 
fitfbrj'* : /^ . _ ^ 

" I had not a very distinct view of him in that ob- 
scure passage ; but I think'he looked yojmg." 

Mr. Archer then said he would hav^e a little conver- 
sation with him the next, day ; and if any scheme could 
be suggested to his advantage, he should be anxious to 
promote it, were it only to gratify his compassionate 
Geraldine. • ^ - 

Mrs. Neville, during supper, I jobserved, entirely re- 
covered her ^ood-humour ; and with admirable ad-, 
dress divided her attention between her two neighbours^ 
Cokmel Cpurtville, an^ my brother ;. that is.to say, sh^ 
accepted ^t ever-rfady hpmage of the former; whilst^ 
with more seriousness, she condescended to court the 



-■ -: ;'^■^.i'^^V:nX;c?:;,- 



i 



i%!t 



f>- 



attention of Ferdkiaii(i« LdtdLitcbmere, n^ew^hUe^ 
iiad the g^ fe^ldfAe of etfgf 0tohi|;; ilmosrescl^ 
the convrfsat^'^i of ourfair frienfl^ and looked tKc hap- 
^e8tofni|bn. : ^ ^ 

At whose suggestion I know ndt, for amidst the hiim 
of so msmy voices, it is difficult, to distkiguish one 
l^eaker from "adfotbfer, but, at the vciy moment I 
thought we Were going to rise from table, Mr. and Mi^s 
Charlebury, and a ladj Who sat n^ar them, suddenly 
burst forth into a loild glee. This Vas succeeded by 
atiothery and that by a third; and peYhaps the good 
l^ople might have been singing' now, had not Mr. Aj:- 
cher civilly, but frankly interfered.—* 
'^ •^ Ladies and gehdeihen,'' cried he, "if any of you 
4re so tasteless as to prefer dancing to singing, I advise 
you t6 return into the ball-«roofi(i^ and make tbe best of 
your time. As for Sir James and myself, and a few 
tnt)re who have le5^ activity in our legs than * music in 
Our souls,' we will stay arid listen to these delightful 
harmonists as ]ong as the^y have a note to bestow upon 

'^here wa& an almost universal rising up, on hearing 
WOtds so friendly, I believe, to the general wish : the 
erdwd aiid pressure at the door of the supper-room 
^as truly ridiculous. As if instigated by one spirit, 
Ihfey all sieemed eager to avbid, what some amongst 
them, perhaps ^oufd with less fastidious companions, 
have anxiously sought to obtaiin. But so it is, I have 
.oipten heard it f-emarked, in all ranks of life ; people fly 
f^ or j^&OT ah amusement according as they behold the 
majority press forward or retireat ; the greater the bus- 
tle and the rush, the greater, of courte, niustbe the tri- 
ijimph of escaping from what is bad, or gaining access 
<<> what is good. • , 

'*' The vaf4ous exciairnations of the young ladies wjien 
^ reached the;^all, were equally efttertainingr—" Dear, 
r atn So glad to haVe got away !" cf ied one. " And I 
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was so horridly tired !** cried ati^^then " Aod I do so 
hate glees J'' added a third. ** And, do you know,*' 
said a fourth, stepping eagerly forward^— " Miss 
Charlebury wants to propose French country-dances ; 
1 am sure, I hope* she'll not be.able to make up a set* 
,Thcy are tine most tiresome things in the worid to ar- 
* range ; and unless the dancing-master is standing by, 
always go^ wrong." Thus they went on,^'till Mrs. 
Everley, growing tired of attending to them, took m€ 
by the arm, and led me away. 

When de{)tived of so large a proportion of their au-** » 
di tors. Miss Charlebury and her brother declined sing* 
irig any more ; and in a short time the Is^tter came to * 
claim the hand of his promised partner. I stood uptr 
with an pfficer whom colonel Courtville introduced tot 
me ; and lie fiimself, with considerable difiiculty, pre- 
vailed upon Mrs. Neville to go down oiSe dance with-' 
him. Lesmore,' I believe, wished rejnain an inac*^. 
tive spectator of what was passing f but a motive of. 
good nature^ induced him to change his purpose* 4. 
Amongst the company present was a Mrs. Fairfaix, 
a lady reduced bf some family misfortunes from a state 
of the highest afBuence, into one of comparative indi-^ 
gence. Her daughter was with her, an only child, and • 
a girl of the most pleajsing and interesting appearance. 
Yet, how it happened I do not know, but this poor 
thing had never been asked to dance the whole even-? 
ing. Geraldine had in vain exerted herself to procure 
her a partner ; the gentleiheB all pleaded prior engage^*, 
mentsj and, deserted, difiiident, and almost dejected, 
poor Einily Fairfax still ke[)t her post beside her mo- 
ther, an unnoticed- looker-on at the gaiety in which she 
was not invited to partake.* ^ 

, Neither Geraldine nor I, cduld, after supper, con- 
tinue to witness such cruel neglect without concern, 
ai^d .almost indignation. Scarcely a disengaged maiv 
except Fecdinsmd, remained in the room. 
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^^ Do you think, Julia/' said Geraldinev looking 
wishfulty tbwar4s him— ^^ yoiir brother would dance 
with- her?" 

-I ** Tty your influence over him ;" answered I-—*' he 
owes you fipme compensation for his abominable con- 
ddct this evenings and can do ho less tnan comply with 
80 reasonable a request.'' 

Geiraldine begged Mr. Charlebury, her partner, to 
tell my brother she wished to speak with him; and 
when he came, after apologizing for sending to him, 
she said— *^ Your sister and I, Mr. Lesmore, think, 
that in applying to you to perform an act at once of gal- 
lantly and good nature, we are^ secure of success. Have 
we," added she^ *' trusted to a broken reed ?" 

^ ^* I hope not. What is it you wish me to do ?" 

*' We should both be delighted if you would allomr 
Madame de St. Hermine tointroiluce you to the joung 
lady sitting near the door, and take her out to dance. 
She scarcely knows any body present, and has not yet 
stood up." - 

-^** I will do this," replied Lesmore, with alacrity-— 
" pr-any thing else Miss Faucoliberg deigns to request, 
with the utmt)st pleasure. She never, harbours a wish 
tbat is not founded on spme kind and considerate mo- 

--^6 then went in search of Madame de St. Hermine, 
wlio gladly consented to perform the part of mistress of 
tiieceremqnies,^ and presented him to Miss Fairfax in 
dueform. Distant as we were from them, we could 
yet discern evident symptoms of surprise and pleasure 
liithe faces of both mother and daughter. The latter, 
whose pretty little ball>^dress had long been vainly pin- 
Bled up, gave Ferdinand her liand With a modest olush, 
and accOmpinied him towards th^ dancers. Geraldine 
ahd I were standing together; and fearful that she 
irould find no place but at the bottom of the set, we 
Wade signs to Lesmore to bring her up to^us. He com- 
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pliod ^^aod we found room for h^r be^w^aus ; didiall 
lis our power to dissipate the sort of embartraftsment she 
seemed, at first, to feel; and had the pleasure to ob« 
serve, that before the dance was half over; she recover- 
ed her spirits, an{} iippeared to fDrget all die mortifica^ 
tions of the everting* 

I am persuaded many young meti are so weak as al«( 
ways to stand aloof from action, even in the mbst trifling 
affairs, till some one encourageS' them, by example, to 
perform what is right. Hitherto, by the leading beaux 
in'the roofld, poor Emily h^ beeti overlooked ; but as 
soon as she was seen dstncing with Lesmore, and c6uif« 
ed by Miss Fauconberg, she gaified notice from every^ 
body else ; was admired for her pretty figure ^ thought 
ain excellent dancer ; and engaged for the two next sets, 
even before Ferdinand relinquished herhand. 

As Lord I^itchmeiie, proud of^his prize, was leadicg 
Geraklirie up the rbom for the secb|id time, my brother 
for a: moment detained her^— 

". Should there Be any more dancing after this, Mist 
Fauconberg, may I hope you will keep yourself disen- 
gaged for me ?*' ^ 

" With^reat ^le^ure^'-^answered she. 

Highly gratified by this answer, he bowed^and suffer-' 
ed her to proceed : whilst t, anxious that his ready ci- 
vility to Miss Fairfax should not pass unrewarded, 
went to mtike interest in his favour with Mr* Archer. 

*^ Well, well," cried he, good humeuredly, " we Mrilt 
see what can be done fbr thjs perverse fellow. But 
really it grows very late, and half the folks are wanting 
to get home. Why did he not stay and dance with 
her when he might ?" 

*' You say^ yourself, dear sir, that we are to hear all 
his reasons for that to-morrow. Meanwhile, have the 
generosity to exert yourself a litde for him to-night." 

He promised to tlo all in his power; and having my- 
self declined* dancing any more— the gentleman wto 






askied me was MK Charlebury— •! took a chair for the 
rest of the eyeaing next to Madame de St. Hefnime. 

We were both full of conjectures as to the yet unex? 
plained cause o^ Lesmore s tardy appearance in the 
ball-room. Ever ready to plead for him, Madanie de 
St. Hermine professed, a strong belief that his motiv6 
for disappearing, was such as, when ^known^ would re- 
dound to his. credit ; and soothed by prognostics so 
agreeable, I listened.till the remembrance of Mary a}- 
mpst vanished from my mind, 
s The anxious wish Ferdinand had evinced oif jdancing 
with his once rejected ps^rtner, was at length gratified* 
TThoOghit was now near five o'clock, and nearly half 
the company had. departed, those who ^remained were 
sufficiently numerous to Qiajce up a very tolerable set* 
Mr. Archer himself urging them once more to. stand 
up, a sprightly air w^s called,^ and th& two persons for 
whom i was «o much interested^ led off this last dance 
with a spirit and ^animation, that brightened the fine 
countenance of -Madame de St.^ Hermine with smiles ; 
enchanted Mr. Archer ; and gave a .glow to my own 
heart such as pnly in .its happiest moments it has ever 
known. . ; / 

. .; ■Thus'ended.this long- talked-pf ball ; the conclusion 
oif which fully repaid me for ih& chagrin I had endured 
lA; Its co^dmencement. To Geraldine^ I believe, the 
evening proved uninterruptedly agreeable. Mrs* Ne- 
ville, like myself, found it chequered with gocrd and 
l;^(}.^and the rest of the company retired apparently 
ektremely well satisfied* 

' Two or three families, residing at a considerable dis« 
tance from hence, had been invited to take bedis hei'e, 
^d .accepted ^he oflfcr. .We therefore sat down to 
bi^akfast this morning a very large party ; and had no 
conversation but upon matter-of-iact subjects. When 
th^se gU6^t9> departed, the tWP gentlemen rodje out, and 






to us the history of Maiy is as great a mysterj^ as even 
I must here close this enormous letter : buf.^reist as^ 
sured you shall not he suffered to remaip in ignorance 
of the explanationive are promised. Adieu^ my two 
dear sisters; you perceive I take it for granted 4]Jaro5 
line. claims the privilege of seeing every letter I write 
from hence* ^-dieu again! 

Yours ever, 

Julia LEsMoRXi^ 



MISS LESMOBB TO TB& SAJ^ 

" , • ... 

* SjBptember 26« 

Without comment or preface, I "now sit down to ^ 
give you,^ in Lesmore^s own words, |he history, pf, tho 
origin and progress of his acquaintance with poov 
Mary^ • 

No allusion was made to the subject, till, tea being 
overyeaterday evening, the shutters jclosed^ the, curtains 
clrawn, and»^our several apparatus of employment spread 
out upon the table before uSf Mr. Archer thus opened 
the cause-r- 

*' Whilst you, ladies, were sitting at home, this mo9rn<' 
ing, to recover fro^n the fatigue of your nocturnal r^'f 
vels, I was listening to a little hisjtoty which I must now 
request the kind narrator will Jiot think me too encroach- 
ing if I solicit, him to repeat: I would save him this 
trouble ;^ but a man relates a story but. awkwardly in 
the presence of the person from whom he heard it*" 

Madame de St. Hermine besought my bi*other--to 
comply with this request ; Geraldine kept her eyes, fiz^ 
^d upon one of the scenes of a little theatre she is paint- 






Mig' fbr Chavlis DttiFeiiant, and %as perfect}^ ^lent ; I 
looked, I doubt not, extreniely curious, but likewise 
forbore speaking, and tried to go on very attentivfeljr 
with tlie wolrk-bo3t I was ornamenting for my mother* 
L^niore had by far the most awkward part to perform, 
being unprepared with any "better employment, thail 
that of snipping, with Madame de St. Mermine's scis- 
sars, every bit of thread or paper which lay in his way ! 
Kven. this humble resource, the owner of the misdiieV- 
ous little weapon, had the cruelty to- deprive him of two 
0|r three times ; and then.he^d nothing for it, but to 
play with Mr. Archer's spectacle->case ; for aware thfit 
that gentleman had . excited general expectation from 
him, he was jQearly as much embarrassed as Geralditie 
herself used formerly to be in his awful presenc^! 

At l6»gthr^**^I could not," said he, " thus formidsiWy 
called upon; consent to undertake a rel^don which com- 
pels me to make self so promirient a personage, if my 
conduct towards Miss^ Fauconberg, la^ night, did hot 
demand from m^ every^ explanation in my power to 
give. About three week's ago," continued he, gaining 
-mof'e courage, ** during one of my solitary shooVmg 6x- 
Ciirsions, I was surprised, whilstait some 'distance from 
home, by a sudden thunder*shower. In order to seek 
shelter, I turned jout'ofniy road, and went up to a farm- 
house, which, however, I^tmost hesitated wither to 
enter, when, on a nearer approach, the only perton I 
beheld wif^ia was k young woman, reading a letter at 
the window, iind crying over it with every appearance 
of sorrow amd distress. I observed her for some mi- 
nutes without being myself perceived : ;but the shower 
becoming heavier, and no ether house being in sight, I 
at length ventured to solicits temporary refine. At 
the sound of mj^ Voice^ she started ; and herwst care 
was to ^ust the letter she held into her pocket ; but 
then, disperring her tears^ she civilly told me I was wd- 
Gome to come in ; brought me a^cbair ; ^and even offer* 







cd the protection of her roof to Mr. Archer's game* 
keeper, who attended me. He declined it, however ; 
but found shelter under the porch ; and the girl, kfter 
acquitting herself of these rites of hospitality, sat down 
to her spinning-wheel, without taking of me any further 
notice. . 

"The sho\fer was of considerable duration, and 
whilst I sauntered about, examining the homely deco- 
rations of the apartment, and looking into a few well- 
thumbed books deposited upon a shelf behind the door,! 
overheard, from time to time, many a deep-drawn sigh 
proceed frqm the bosom of my young hostess. 

" Much concerned for her, I could not long forbear 
hazarding some indirect inquiries into the cause of her 
affliction. Stopping near her spinning-wheel, after hav- 
ing made the tour of the room, I asked her to whom 
the farm belonged ? 

** To my father, sir ; Farmer Chadworth." 

" And do you keep house for him ?" 

" Yes, sir ; for I have no mother, and my sisters are 
quite children." ~ v 

" You are so useful a person at home, then," I added, 
laughing, "that your father will be ub willing to part 
with you ; and yet, there must be many a man anxious 
to have so pretty a wife." 

"A faint blush crossed her cheek ; and sighing again, 
she answered — " Not many^ sir, I dare say." 

" Well, but if there be only a few, only onCyYit has 
little chance of obtaining you till your sisters grow up." 

"Ah!" cried she, not aware of the inference to 
which she led— "it is not on account of wanting me at 
home my father refuses."— 

" Thfere she stopped— looked distressed at her own 
unguardedness, and the tears once more stole down her 
cheeks. I affected not to observe her agitation, andj 
continuing in the saufie tone of raillery, said-^" Fathers 
are often sad tprments;to poor girls who have lovers ; 
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but If the house is frequently left, as to day, in your ^ole 
care, you must have so many opportunities of seeing 
ydursy that you may bear, better than many others, any 
delay required of you.'* 

•* Delay !" she repeated, shaking her head — ^*^ Ab, 
that's not all !" 

" In short," added Ferdinand, " the innocent girl be> 
trayed herself so unconsciously, that, with scarcely any 
farther trouble, I became acquainted with all her little 
history." ' 

Here let me ask you, Augusta j should you have 
thought our brother, taciturn and grave as he usually is 
with strangers, could so speedily and so dexterously 
have penetrated into the secrets of a female heart ? 
Madame de St. Hermine looked very arch while he re- 
peated this short dialogue, and Geraldine seemed listen- 
ing with the profoundest attention. 

" It seems," proceeded Lesmorc, " that this poor 
young woman had, for near a twelvemonth, been per- 
mitted by her father, though with some reluctance, on 
account of the youth of his other children, to ^courage 
the addresses of the son of a neighbouring farmer, in 
circumstances nearly similar to his own. The youl% 

fieople were willing to defer the marriage a year or two 
onger, provided they might be allowed occasionally to 
meet at each other's houses ; and j^he fathers, satisfied 
with thdir patience and docinty, gave them every reason 
to believe their future union decided upon. About a 
month, however, before the time I am speaking of, the 
two farnfiers had a furious qvi&rrel, and old C(f&id worth, 
returning home;»ne day, trembling with passion,^threat- 
ened Mary with his malediction if sh^ ever admitted 
within his doors, or spoke again to the son of his devest- 
ed neighbour. The terrlfiid girl .ventured not, at thatj^ 
moment^ to contest this arbitrary command : but when 
time had, she hoped, a little assuaged his reeefttmcnt, 
she pleaded tfltH all the eloquence ip hef power tor her- 
voi.. I. * M * 
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^If and her unofiending lover. Chadworth Was itifiex- 
H>U ; he spoke not with the same violence as before ; 
but his prohibition was equally peremptory, and yet 
more stem. Day after day, week after week elapsed, 
and Mary, dreading the execution of her father's me- 
nace, secluded herself so sedulously, to avoid all chance 
of encountering young Williaoi, that he, having re- 
ceived orders equally rigorous not to visit her, had re- 
course %o his pen, and wrote the very letter I had seen 
her so fondly weeping over. After intrusting me with 
these particulars of her situation, the artless girl made 
no difficulty of putting into my hands a treasure she so 
highly valued. I read it with surprise ; though word- 
ed with the utmost simpUcity, there was nothing coarsely 
rustic in it ; the writing, though not*free, was clear and 
plain, and the spirit of affecti<Hi by which it seemed dic- 
tated, breathed an air of genuine and manly fervour. I 
restored to her the letter, with many encomiuins upon 
its writer's heart ; promised, as I was to remain some 
time in the neighbourhood, to get acquainted with the 
young ii\^n, and, if possible, to devise, in concert with 
nim, some means of reconciling the two farmers. Ma- 
iffwas considerably revived and comforted by these as- 
surances i and our conversation being soon after inter- 
jrupted by the tumultuous arrrval from school of a tribe 
of little rosy brothers and sisters, I took my leave of 
her, uttering a thousand tkftnks for the hospitab].e r^Cj^p- 
ilion she had given m^ 

<^ Frevious to quitting her, howe^r, I Jiad obtained 
full infgiF&iation respecting the abode of her lover, and 
learnt,^ that in addition to his agricubmral knowledge, 
he possessed ^rery ^ngensous^turn for little works of 
mechanism, and had a shop near Ris father's liouse 
^wbere Ije often employed lyreveoin^g hours. X^i^l^cr 
I, the next day, sought him, under the prStence of 
wishiil^ ^o look at some of his performances. The 
aiomeni X behdd hun^ lus appearance f r«poa«iessed«ie 
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ih'hfe favour. I think I never saw a finer figure, united 
to,a more spirited and open countenance. Wholly un- 
slispicious 6f the real mc^ive of my visits he was evi* 
dentty flattered by the notice I seemed willing to be- 
stow upon his labours ; showed and explained to me^ 
with wonderful perspicuity, several specimens of his 
ingenuity ; and, after a conversation of above an hour, 
invited me to walk into the house, and taste some of his 
father's home-brewed ale. I complied, from a wish of 
getting likewise acquainted with tihe old man; and 
Williiam, leading the way, obtained me a reception of 
such frank cordiality, that I immediately felt myself at 
home. A quiet, civil, elderly woman, the aunt of 
William, had the superintendence of the family con* 
cema; and every thing around me looked so neat, or« 
derly, and comfortable, that it was without an effort I 
made advances towards securing her good graces by a 
Kttle-well-ttieritett praise of her notability. 

*' This first indftrview with my interesting young man 
~ terminated without my making any allusion to Mary 
Chad worth : but, in the course of a few days, I visited 
Mm again ; and then acquainted him with as much of 
the purport? of her communication as I thought requi- 
site. He was surprised at the knowledge! seemed to 
have of his concerns : but the openness with which I 
spoke upon the subject, obviated all tendency to mis- 
trust or jealousy, and he made no scruple of considering 
me as his friend. The cause of his fiither^s breach with 
Chadworth, originated in a dispute relative to some 
bargain, respecting which, each accused the other of 
unfair dealing. Chadworth, however, had been much 
the most violent J and William, from the knowledge he 
had of the lengths to which, in many instances, his re- 
sentment had carried him, expressed a strpng appre- 
hension th«^ this fatal disagreement would never be 
accommodated. 
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" Then, what,'' said I, " will you resolve upon ? 
Have you the courage to renounce your mistress?" 

^' That, sir," replied he, with firmness, ^ would not 
be courage, but cowardice and ill faith !— -I wiU, on the 
contrary, do all in my power to prevail upon Mary te 
abide steadily by her promises to me. Whatever causes 
of complaint my father may have against Mr« Chad- 
worth, I am well assured his house and heart wi&alr 
ways be open to her : and if he has forbidden any inter* 
course between us at present, it is only because he fear* 
ed, if Mr. Chadworth and I met, we might have high 
words, and so widen the breach." 
. ^^ I applaud your spirit and constancy, William : but 
it is possible that Mary's meek temper, subdued en*^ 
tirely by her angry father, may render her fearful of 
complying with your wishes." ** -i 

" Then, sir," replied he, all the animation with which 
he had so lately spoken giving way to a look of despon- 
dency, ^' then my resolution is tak^ ! I will forsake 
this part of the world : if the happy prospect I once 
looked forward to is entirely overcast, I wilUenlist aa^a 
soldier, and try to forget every thing which has hitherto 
been most dear to me !" 

^^ A resolution so desperate I did all in my power to 
counteract : but William's thoughts had taken a gloomy 
turn ; he listened to me with considerable impatience ; 
appeared wholly unconvinced by my representations, 
and manifested the most immoveable, diough quiet, 
inflexibility. 

" But let me," continued Ferdinand, "endeavour to 
abridge my recital. You already know enough," ad- 
dressing Geraldine and me, *^ to account for the in- 
terest I seemed to take in the distress of the young 
woman who called here last night. I will now hasten 
to the motive which induced me so suddenly to disap- 
pear from the ball-room. 
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^ Since my first vitit to the farm-house, where M^ 
resides, I liad fomid means of becoming acquainted 
with her fi^er, and had vainly attempted by every ar- 
gument I could nr^e, anti every motive I could suggest, 
to Kiftenhit obdurate temper. But I soon pevceived 
dbat self-inlerest had as great a share as anger in render- 
ing him Impenetrable to alii could recommend* He 
hoped, by stubborn intractability, to obtain from Wil- 
KatK^s fether, the possession, upon his own terms, of the 
object in dilute. My concern for the poor young 
people, sacrificed to this mean spirit of extortion, mighty 
possibly, have induced me to interfere with more sub- 
stantial assistance in their favour : but Chadworth, al- 
ready rich, had no excuse for a rapacity which every 
honest mind must revolt from the idea of fostering and 
encouraging. I proposed to him to leave the matter to 
arbitration. Impracticable, and stupidly insensible 
sSike to pitffor his ikughter, or shame for himself, he 
bluntly refused all reference ; /ejected all counsel; and 
resented all remonstrance. Despairing of accomplish- 
ing any useful purpose, I ceased resorting to his house ; 
oceinionally looking in upon William, now grown al- 
mdsi entirely hopeless, and evincing considerable de- 
plression ; ^ut for these last ten days, had nreither seen^ 
nor heard any thing relating to his unhappy mistress* 

^^ I wiH not attempt to describe to you the affliction 
with which the pitiable girl was overwhelmed, when, 
last night, she came to inform me, her rash lover had 
actually engaged with a recruiting party, now stationed 
at N !'' 

Here Gersddine, with a look of dismay, suddenly 
looked up, and exclaimed, 

♦* Oh, Mr. Lesmore ! could you not save him?" 

^ I determined, at least,'' answered he, much pleased 
by the generous solicitude she betrayed, " not to omit 
any means of convincing myself the report was true.— « 
Mary, in her extreme agitation, might, very probably, 
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have mistaken rumour for certainty : «he acknowledged, 
that without waiting to mdike any inquiries, she had 
taken one of her young brothers by the band, and, her 
father, being absent, flown to me for advice the moment 
the distressful tidings had reached her. No time, it 
appeared to me, ought to be lost* I therefore det^i^ 
mined to go immediately in search of William, and leant 
froi4 himself the exact state of the stfair.'' 

"Ah, why," again interrupted Geraldine, deej^ in- 
terested in the narrative, " why did you deny-us the 
pleasure of knowing, last night, the meritorious errand 
you were going upon ?" 

^^ Could I," said Lesmore, " at such a moment, en-^ 
ter upon the particulars of so long a story i It was not 
without effort, and an internal struggle, litde, perhaps^ 
to my credit, that I resolved upon tearing myself away : 
but I was fortified by the hope, which you have now 
condescended to verify, that whatever appearance my 
conduct might wear at the time, when you came to be 
informed of its motives, you would sanction and ap« 
prove them.'* 

I could not, during this little dialogue, chi»e from 
my mind the recollebtion of the one with which we 
were lately all so much struck in Adeie de Sinange^-^ 
I Feelingly, however, as Geraldine participated in the 
' inquietudes of William and his mistress, she showed no 
disposition to address to Lesmore the fond remon- 
strance of Adele : but having listened to the brief apo- 
logy he made for his previous silence, auffered him to 
resume his story. 

^^ As I proceeded across the fields, with Mary and 
her brother, to the abode of Farmer Weston, William's 
father, I heard from her that since the first letter I bad 
seen her reading, he had written to her repeatedly, 
exerting his utmost powers of sup{dication to induce 
her, without further delay, to become his wife. Skbe 
had answered him briei^', but kindly s avoiding to 
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grieve him by any positive denial, ye^t withheld, bjr 
dread of her father, from daring to assent to his wishes. 
K ^ The preceding evening, she continued, he had sent 
her, by a young wonaan, .the zealous friend of both, a 
letter noore pressing and earnest than any ^e haa ever 
received from him. It was gloomy too; and seemed 
written half in anger. She was frightened at its gene- 
ral tenour; and sSiocked to think that disappointipent 
had produced the effect of so cruelly altering his guild 
and cheerful temper. She had no means, however, of 
anawering him ; for before she had thoroughly consi- 
dered his arguments, her father came in from the fields, 
employed her on different errands about the house, and, 
at last, made her sit down to transcribe some accounts 
for him. The young woman, wha.had promised Wil- 
liam to carry him a reply, finding it grew late, and not 
knowing what motive to assign for remaining after 
Chadworth's return, now unwillingly departed, and 
Mary was forced, with whatever reluctance, to let her 
ffo. The following morning, she added, whilst the 
children were at school, and her father busy about his 
farm, William, for the first time since their meetings 
ba4 been interdicted, suddenly appeared before her as 
she sat at work. He looked pale, and seemed agitated 
and hurried. At sight of him, she shook from head to , 
foot ; the bare possibility of his being surprised by her 
fkther, filled her with terror ; and yet he had so wild 
ax^ strange an expression about the eyes, she <lid not 
dare press him^ to retire. He staid with her above «>" 
hour, employing that whole time in endeavouring 
persuade her^ gaoff with him to a relation of hi& 
Wales, and there to become his wife. She scarcely a., 
swered him but with her tears ; — ^he required a positive 
and immediate decision ;-— still she was silent : he again, 
and with more vehemence, renewed his entreaties ; and, 
cm her fearfully signifying her refusal, rushed out of the 
house like one distracted, and had not be^n heard of 
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agtiot tifl news was. brought her of his halving uodoubt- 
edly enlisted. 

^^ ThU Uttle ex[daoation brought ua ta the door of 
William's bouse. I will not dwell upon die grief de» 
pictecl on the honest conntenanoe of his father, or the 
boieotations of their affectionate rebtioo. The sight 
of fne^ho'wevervseemed ta cheer them ; and they gave 
to the weeping Mary a reception the. most friendly •'^-^ 
I eagerly ashed to apeak to William ; ihey told me, he 
had not been at home since the fatal engagement, aa 
they were infcnrmed, had taken place* I then com« 
mitted Mary to the care of her lover's aunt, and pro«» 
ceeded with farmer W^ton, to N-'^— ^> in search of his 
unhappy son. 

^^ We had little diScu];^ in finding him, seated in a 
public-house, amidst a number of riotous and hidf^iiii* 
toxicated counttymefi. But be was himself perfectly 
sober, though evidently oppressed by a melanchcdy the 
most profound. I called for a private room, whidier 
he suffered himself to be led almost unconsciously.—*' 
H^d you beheld the unfortunate young man at that mo.» 
mei)it, the impression would never have been erased 
from your memory. # .Mr.^ Archer has seen him, and 
allows that he never, in any station of life, met with an 
exterior more manly, frank, and animated. . But, at the 
time I am speaking of, the fire of his intelligem eye 
was dim ; the elasticity of his movements was changed 
int9 languor and apparent apathy ; his voice, when 
painfully induced to speak, was hoarse and tremulous ; 
m short, he sat before me, the truest and niost affecting 
image of youthful despair it is well possible to con* 
ceive. 

^ My conference with him was long, and its event 
for a considerable time remained doubtful s but I found 
with joy that he had yet entered into no indissoluble 
engagement, owing to the accidental absence of the re* 
cruiting Serjeant, and in the end I proved successful^" 
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Here we all uttered an exclamation of delight, and 
Geraldine in particular, whose feelings had been work- 
ed up to a painful degree, might have repeated what 
sbe.once said on a different occasion :-^^^ had a moun- 
tain been removed from my chest, the relief could not 
have been greater to my oppressed respiration." She 
literally scarcely seemed to breathe, whilst in suspense 
I'elative to the fate of poor William ; but joy now spark- 
led in her eyes, and the approving smile she bestowed 
on Lesmore, seemed at once to thrill through his soul, 
and to indicate the genuine sensibility of her own. 

Our raptures a little moderated, he thus concluded 
his tale : — 

^^ William being finally prevailed upon to go home, I 
ividked with him and his father to their own door. He 
was now, in some measure, restored to his usual self- 
possession, and informed us, that on the preceding day 
he had received, what he considered as unquestionable 
intelligence, that Chad worth meditated forming a new 
€(»mexion for his daughter, and had even pledged his 
word to suffer no opposition on her part to delay the 
match he now projected, beyond tb^ period of a month* 
How far his officious infdrmant deserved credit, I will 
not pretend to decide ; certain it is, that this communi- 
cation, and Mary's steady refusal to become the partner 
of his flight, drove him to extremities, and assisted to 
confirm him in the resolution from which I had so much 
difficuW to dissuade him. 

*^ When we reached farmer Weston's door, Mary, 
who had ventured to wait for our return, ran out to in« 
quire into our success. At sight of her lover, whom, 
perhaps, she scarcely retained a hope of ever beholding 
again, a rapturous exclamation burst from her, and, 
sobbii^ like an infant, she threw her arms about his 
neck. I believe she would have hardly scrupled, next, 
to bestow on me the same favour : her gratitude for the 
service I had been able to render her was unbounded. 
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and so contagious was the same sentitnent throughout 
the par^, that it was with difficulty I, at length, tore 
myself away. 

^ This momiog, Mr. Archer, after hearing William's 
history, desired to be conducted to his faUier^s farm. 
We rode thither together, and entertain very sanguine 
hopes of being able to compromise the difference be- 
tween the two old men ; and, perhaps, ere niany weeks 
elapse, of congratulating Maiy on becoming the happy 
wife oS her faithful, but too impetuous lover.'' 

H^e Ferdinand ceased ; and, with one consent^ we 
all united in loading him with thanks for his relation^ 
and praises for his conduct. He bowed, looked grati« 
fied by our approbation; but, as soon as he qould, 
sought to give to our thoughts and conversation a dif- 
ferent direction, and begged Gefaldine to indulge us 

with a litde music* 

^e was rising with alacrity, as if eager to comply 
with the slightest intimation of his wishes, when Mr.- 
Archer told her, with a smile, to sit down again. 

" Our young man," a^dcd he, •* has not thoroughly 
finished his story : left me supply the de ficiency . Know, 
tben,^^that hearing, upon inquiry, the chief objectioti on 
the pait of Weston to comply with the uncopscionable 
demasdsr of Oiodwof ^ originated in some temporary 
4ittcUhies^ which rendered it inconvenient to him to 
part^ at am under price, from the object in conten- 
tion, Lesmore generously engaged himself, last night, 
to make up the deficiency to Weiston, upon condition 
he would consent to let ^e marriage treaty between his 
son and C^h^worth's daughter be renewed. The offer, 
though long opposed by William, was gratefully accept- 
ed by his father. Chadworth, meanly, but happily for 
the young people, has agreed to abide by his original 
terms : and, as Lesmore says, every tfihig now seems 
ia a fair and prosperous train." 
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" Thank you, dearest undte,'* cried Geraldine, **ifor 
this admirable little aj^nclix : it indeed makes the 
story complete*'' 

VI must/' said Madam^e>de'St.Hermine^^^ become 
acquainted with the interesting William, aod* his pretty 
Mary.'* 

^^ Mr. Archer/' cried Ferdinand, ^^ has ab'eady found 
means of facilitating that circumstance. He has pro* 
xnised the young couple a wedding^ikiner here.*' 

^^ Hav€ you, uncle i" s^d Geraldine; ^^howikinda 
thought!" 

^^But now, pray," said I, ^^ allow me to go from 
white to black, and inquire what has been decided upon 
for poor Caesar ? you promised to speak to him to-day, 
Mr, Archer.*' 

^^ I fulfilled my engagement, Julia ; and Csesar and I 
have come toan.engagement, with whkh be seems per- 
fectly satisfied. I have every possible reason to believe 
in the truth of the story he related tP us. Others of 
the crew, though merely common seamen, haveibeen 
saved as .well as himself. Theiaccount they give, whidi 
has been inserted in scunc of the newopapei», ooinckbs 
exactly with hjsown. It is accurate as to thctoame oi 
the vessel; as to that of the t different , piaaengeys;, 
amongst whom was ))is unfortimate master'; as iKxi die 
island tkey came from,. aiidrthe< pcnrtT tawMch thej^wesre 
steering. It seems, he was what, I believe, is. lalkd a 
house-skftc; and was coming over here in quality of " 
foounan to his deceased *\naster. I have offered hba, 
for the present, a post some what'ineniai,juadcr tfaetlHH^* 
ler: but if he conducts hinMelf to my^atssfai^ixm'^ 
that stamen, (i^^r« time^ I sneimto^ raise bimcto the 
High honour^ beiog GeraU^ne's owniacqueyw Do 
you approve this arraiageiiieat, ladies ?" ' 

We all gave^to it tkeniost corcUal sanctkn^iasuHmv*^ 
ing duly discusse^the subject, iGeraidiae.>wa8:agai& 
called upon to take her place at the instrument. 
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Now, my two dear sisters, may I not indulge myself 
in lavishing praises upon our active, kind, and generous 
brother? Is not this a narrative to do him honour in 
the eyes of Geraldine ? Is it not,' as Madame de St* 
Hermin^ observed to me, the noblest and most touchidg 
way of courting a female heart ? I am sure my mo- 
ther would be delighted by the relation ; I write to her 
often : but the detail I have given you is too long to be 
transcribed. I must intrust to you, therefore, the care 
of transmitting it to her. Adieu, my dear sisters. 

Julia Lesmore. 



LETTER XVm. 

MISS LESMQRE TO THE S^MS. 

September 29. 

Yesterday morning, whilst Madame de St. Her- 
mine, Geraldine, and I were sitting in the dressing- 
room, a note was delivered to the former from Miss 
Charlebury, requesting the direction, and all particulars 
as to terms and method of teaching, of some master 
w^ had been employed for Geraldine, and whom Ma- 
dame de St. Hermine had once accidentally mentioned 
in Miss Cbarlebury's presence. 

We could not listen to the characteristic tenor of this 
billet without a little disposition to simper ; and, as the 
master in question (a very irascible and petulant per- 
sonage) had only attended Geraldine whilst in town, 
ref^resented to ourselves the consternation and disgust 
of the poor man, when, on his arrival fh>m-sttch a dis- 
taAce, Jie found himself condemned, for a month, per^ 
haps, to listen to the pompous harangues of Sir James, 
and endure patiently, the setf-suffickncy of his daug^ 
ten ' ' 
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** All these witty conjectureij,^ said Miadapfw jfc St, 
Herdiine, unable wholly to repress her own sitttilea, 
" mky l^ very amusing to you, young ladies ; but tney 
by no aieans assist me in devising a pretty, civil note to 
nay accomplished correspondent. . I wish one of you, 
would answer it.^ 

We. both begged to be excused: but GeraHine, to 
render the task as easy to her as she coold^ brought lier 
6wn Writing-box, and placed it before her ; supplied her 
with a packet of fresh pens ; promised to giv^ her jao 
disturbance ; and undertook to get the taper lighted, 
ready ^ seal the note as soonr as it should be eon$:luded« 
This, when once it was. begun, speedily happened rabid 
Madame de St. Hermine, as much rejoiced as a child 
who has finished its task, was returning to the^ occupa- 
tion she had previously been pursuing,,.when, on closing 
the writbgtb<u^-ah ini^r Ud flew (i^Oy and tSieyeral 
loose papers fell upon the table. - 

f* Here^re verses !" pried she, collfecting^em toge- 
ther ; " are they your own, Gerakline ?" 

*'^ O, pray putthepi^ u|x|" i^ed &<!i:ridinev^ wjth some 
earnestness; " they i^reiipthiirg^ mere nonsense ; pray 
do not look aMhemT-* v 

^^ Certaiiily9 wwithout yo»r ^Fmission^, I w^Eild not 
for the worid : b^ what n^^9^ift& caa oay Geraldine 
write which she fears to comipit to the eye of her friend f 
I have never been severe upon your former /attempts ; 
and, I OW&, ttwould give me pain to tbtnk^you now 
meant to withhold your cotifidence*'' 

"Now, nc^ ever do I mean it r* cried the a&ction-, 
ate Geraldtne, rising with emotion, and embracing Ma- 
dame dc St. Hermine, "take them, dearest tnadam, 
read theni aH : I have not, I hope, a thought which I 
would seriously wish to conceal frc»n^ you. My only 
reason for remiesttng your » forbearance on this occa- 
sion, was theiear of being accused, in <me of these Ht* 
tie pieces, of having given way to something like a 
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spirit of ilUnatur^ against your favourite, Mr* Xea- 
more.'* 

" Against Ferdinand !'* cried I ; " O, my dear Ge^ 
raldine, how has he, of late, deserved it ?" 

She smiled at the promptitude with which, ^^ jealous^ 
in honour," I was prepared to take alarm in my bro^ 
ther's cause* 

^Do not imagine me ve/'y rancorous,'' said she; 
^^ read these lines, and acquit me, at leasts of all bitter^ 
ny^s of recrimination." ' 

She then put into pur hands, and Madame de St* 
Hermine and I perused together, the following stas^ 



t 



A youth, not moulded of our comxiMii c^. 
But proudly conscious of superior worthy 
Cast, on a humblt maid, a dazzling ray 
From eyes that caH'd her mantling blusl^es forth. 

Sh« Mw disdaia tnthron'd upon his brow, .^ 
And turn'd aside to hide the starting tear 
Which anger, more than sorrow, taught to flow-^ 
A gilest ua^ddeo, alniggling to appear. 

Huch to his praise affection's voice had breath'd 
With partial zeal in her atttentive ear; 
She wrsfa'd'to love him— -wish^ his name enwreath'd 
'Mongst thcMie of kindrf^ frienda long held most dear. 

But, ah ! ^ow soon these air-built hppes dispersed. 
Nor left a veitige of their " wreck behind f* 
Oi^^gb she gave— then, all her .plans reversed* 
Gall'd <m chill i^thy the w;ound to bind • 

The wounds of pride heal quick— utilike the g^rief 
Which ta<^ate» and consumes^ aching heart ! 
The anger of the humble maid was briefer- 
The youth within ber bosom left no dart. 

But how inscrotable*s the human mind ! 
The veil witlidrawn, dismissed the stem disguise, 
Behold a wonder ! In his breast enshrin'd, > 
Beats a kind heart— disprover of his eyes I 




•-^ThAfe Ime^iireibot without tlicir due portion of se- 
verity, it must be allowed ; yet thie atgre-doux cooipli- 
ihent in the concluding stanza, the affected aniazement 
on discovering that he really possessed some feelin^^, 
Bt^W from me a smile in despite of myself. Madame 
de St. Herpine laughed heartilyvand seemed the more 
amused from observing the sort of constraint, the little 
^ air of pique with which I endeavoured to purse up my 
mduth after reading them. 

i " The verses," said she, stretching forth her hand to 
tTieir pretty author, ** are very pardonable sort of verses: 
^u have had, in time past, ample provocation for 
them : and, if you promise never to write any thing 
again of the same sarcastic nature against my favourite^ 
as ^'ou justly call him, I wiU not only absolve you from 
this present sin, but defend you valiantly against all 
accusers* Cpme, Julia, be placable, and acknowledge, 
what I am sure your brother himself would not scruple 
to confess, that he has fairly merited this litde epigram- 
matic badinage.^'^ . • 

The speaking eyes of Geraldiae seemed begging for-> 
givenessj so tli^t, in pledge of peace, I graciously ex- 
tended my hand, saying— 

^ And when waathis saucy composition penned V^ 

*^ The last stainza was written durinjg the first leisure 
moment I had after hearing the story pf William ^utd 
Mary ; I can scarcely tell when the preceding ones were 
composed.'' 

** Then you have really been residing utuler the same 
roof with poor Ferdinanjd full six weeks, and consider- 
ing him the whole time as a being stern^praudy and dis" 
dainfuir 

*' All poets, whether good 6r Jbad," answered she, 
laughing, ^^ are privileged, you know, to employ some 
degree of exaggeration." 

She then rose up, and invited me to walk out with 
her : but I declined it, wishing to look at the remaining 
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yerses, vrhich she vety readily permilied me .to read* 

Madamt^ de St. Hermine, however, chose to acepinpa*' 
ny her, and I w?i8 left to follow my own humourv 

I had been ^one about a quarter ofzn hoar, and nr^^ 
still examining with great interest and pleasure the dc^ 
tached productions with which Geraldine had intrusted 
me, when, as I believed, almost for the first time since 
his arrival here, Ferdinand entered the rooih— ^ 

" Julia," said he, " I am writing to ray niotherj 
have you any message to send her ?" 

Then advancing towards the table, and casting: his 
eyes upon the. papers scattered over it-^— " Are ydit 
turned poet?" demanded he^ smiliog-^^^Are theaf 
manuscripts yours ?" 

** They are »ot, indeed ; I never, tlmugb, to confesi 
the truth, I have often tried, could hammer out a coup* 
let irf my life.'* \, 

*' Then whose are these verses ?" 

I laughed and said-— •'•^ O, never mind : they are noir 

intended for youf perusal ; so bring me tjie letter yo^^ 

#are Wjritinff to Parktpn Castle,' and I will insert in it a 

few lines* > ' r 

He hesitated whether to follow my counsel, and lf>c4E^ 
cd so curious, that he itipreased my risibility; and I 
could^not forbear adding—^* You had better go, as they 
«ay to children, wfiile you are toell; for I have a little 
philippic here >yhich it would not much gratify your 
vafiity to see.'' * 

His urgency for an'explanatton now became almost 
irresistible ; I evaded his inquiries, and withstood his 
supplications as long as I could, but at last, quite over- 
powered by their importunity, I confessed what he' air 
ready, I doubt not,^uspected, that Geraldine was the 
poet- — and .^nally, put mto hia hands the stanzaa of 
which he is th6 subject. 

He seized them with an avidity, and read them with 
an eagerness, which, from Ferdinand, generally ^o 



esdn ^Bnd <|uiet, e4)isitt7 sui^sed and amused poie* At 
the beginning, a smile played about his mouth, apd he 
looked perfectly unembarrassed : but as he proceeded, 
a deep glow overspread his cheeks— and he concluded 
diem with an air of thorough mortification. 
" *^ O, Julia !" cried he, putting them down, and seat- 
ing himself next me, ^Vhow my heart reproaches me for 
having given occasion to such lines ! She wished to 
love me ! And have I been so cruelly my own enemy 
as to repel a wish I woidd now give worlds to realize ! 
Y^ look surprised^" added he, putting his arm round 
me*— ^^ Ah, dear girl, is it then possible you can still be 
in doubt as to the nature of my sentiments ? Is it t)os- ^ 
sible you can realty be ignorant that I love Miss .Fau- 
conbergi-<-Love her with the fondest and most de- 
voted passion tV 

The full sincerity of this declaration, so sudden, and 
so unexpected, bereft me, for a few moments, of all 
power to answer him. Joy, approbation, mingled with 
an undefinable sensation of inquietude as to the future 
fate of his attachment, combated for pre-eminence in ^ 
my mind. When able to speak, I pressed his hand| 
saying— 

" You deserve every thing, my dear Ferdinand ! 
May you be happy !" 

♦* But tell me,*' resumed be, anxiously seeking to 
read my coimtenance— -^^ tell me, dear Julia, have X de- 
stroyed my own prospects for ever ? You know the 
heart of Geraldine ; what are its present feelings to- 
wards me?" 

" Perhaps," said I^ " she scarcely knows herself. 
Though she had talked of you much before you came, 
soon after, she entirely ceased to mention you. Ma- 
dame de St. Herniine and I, though almost equally 
your friends, avoid leading officipusly to the subject, 
and therefore both remain in doubt as to the actual 

state of her mind. Yet, we may reasonably flatter our- 
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selves she thinJ^ of you somGtiva^9^,3tti[k^s^Jff^^ 
have Wntteft tKose verses," 

" Do not mention them, Julia ! They fiU me urith 
shame and sorrow !" Then gazing arpuod hhn as h^ 
sat — ^** Ev^y objea in this room,'" he added^ " spea^ 
eloquently of its lovely mistress. Here, in unobtrusive 
retirement, she cultivates those talents^ which, Jsiiperjif^f 
$is they are, she displays only for th^ gratification (^ 
others, never for the indulgence of her own vamt|f^ 
Here, as I hare often passed the door, without dariofg 
to enter, I have heard her sometimes singing, 4it otbei9 
reading to you aloud j, and the accents of tbjat sw^ 
voice, dearer to me every day, have riveted me to tbq? 
spot, till I have incurred the danger pf being «urpri8e4f 
Here — shall I confess it to you, Julia ? I have ccm^ 
when you have all been wandering in the park^ and, ma* 
disturbed, indulged myself in the contemplation ef thq 
several objects that have employed her morning hottrs.^ 
the picture she has been painting, the bpok she has been 
reading, the very niusic, which, still open upon thc^ 
desk, I concluded she had been practising* I h^ve 
spent m^ny delicious moments m these stolen scruti*^ 
nies ; read every fevourite passage she has marlced^ 
followed,from day today,the progress of her pursuits— • 
and felt happy whilst breathing the same air she had 
breathed-^-looking at the saQ(%e elegant production she 
had been surveying." 

" You af-e, indeed, a lover, my dear Ferdinand !-^ 
even a romantic one ! B0 of good courage^ howev^ : 
remember our Shakespeare's maxim — 
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% She's beautiful, and therefore to be woo'd ; 
She is a woman, and therefore to be won ! 

*^ Persevere in little quiet assiduities; let not her in* 
diiference temp^ you to show any impatience or iH-hu- 
mour— 2^nd, above all, make haste; out of thisi room^ for^ 
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^n^ ib^e'f ap^is iM^n^ed albom^ | would not have h^r 
find yotu here for the i^orld !" 

' ^Hf^folbwed thecoutisd; hastily kissed m^ ; called 
me ** a dear coosoliilg gitV and withdrew. I imme«* 
iKalely coir^cted, aod locked Up the poetry tshkI pufr 
ting ^n my walking thingsy went out in search of th^ 
two ladies^ whom I soon traced and joined. 
> Ncrwtellinfe Augusta, ^tdl me, Garoline,^ did I not 
ireat this brother of bur's witfh amasing lenity and merr 
{^y i . Not a shadow t>f reproach, not a singte allufldon 
to the pastr—4)ut^ mild and ^& as adore, I seemed to 
whi8|rer peace and hope to his anxious heart ! Perhaps 
the recollection, st^U so fresh in my mind, of his admip 
rabte \:onduct to the farmer's pretty daughter, mighty 
even unknown to myself, influence my behaviour po 
him. At all events, I am glad I happened tp receive 
his communication so pr^tily ; I might notiiave done 
so in every humour ; for 3iKHi well know, that since his 
residence here, I have often,- and wkhjustreason, beea 
extremely angiy with him. ' 

I am determined jaot to give a hint to Geraldine of 
what has passed between us. Ferdinand is too good to 
be made love for by proxy ; he shall win her himself: 
and, at times^ I am sanguine in my hopes of his sue* 
cess ; at odier itioments^ the idea of Lord Litchmere 
comes aqrosa me, and I sicken with doubt and alarm. 
Have I ever told you,^hat before be went from West*- 
hill with his sisters, he announced his Intention of hir- 
ing, as a hunting^x, a small place in this neighbour* 
hood, caUed Rushley, whither he means^ almost ipime- 
diately, to^establisb himself for some months? Now, 
I cannot help surmising that this is done merely tb be 
in the vicinity of Misar Faaconberg : Mrs. Neville 
professes the utmost surprise at it ; calls it a complete 
whim ; and says he would not formerly have cared, 
had all the foxes in England had ^ price set upon their 
heads. Is not this calculated to strengthen my appre- 
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hensions i And if a man of such high character, a maa 
of noble birth, large fortune, of unexceptionable msm*' 
Hers, and apparently amiable disposition, starts up the 
competitor of our poor Ferdinand, what is his chance 
in the contest ? He, who has to obliterate from her 
mind the most unfavourable recollections ? he, who, 
with whatever reluctance, is compelled to abandon the 
fitld to his rival ? to absent himself at a juncture the 
most critical, to leavchis fete undecided, and his image 
scarcely cleiared from the stain with which he sullied W 
by his own perverseness? 

You will ask me, perhaps, what I mean by his be^g> 
eompelied to retreat? Can you then think he intends^; 
to continue here an unaccepted, even an ^unaclcnow-^. 
tedged lover, witteut fresh Encouragement from Mi>.^ 
ArctiKsr ; without ^y ostensible motive for remaining i 
No, certainly. ^ fie originally came (and with pf^rsusif^ 
sion enough. Heaven knows!) forainonth: on occa;^ 
sion of the ball^ Mr. Ardier pressed him to prolong the 
visit : but now, he seems to think it has been of rea^ 
aonable duration, and makes no further effort to extend 
its continuance. Ferdinand, therefore, in conscience, 
in decency, can maintain hir quarters no longer-— and 
in a few days he leaves us ; first, to pay a short visit to 
his former tutor, Mr. Newenden; and then, to join 
my mother at Parkton C^tle, whei^ he soon expect 
visitors himself. Adieu, my dear sisters. r 

Yours, most affectionately, 

Julia Lesmore. - 
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HISS jUSaHOl^ TO MRS.XUML£f. 

JHy deur AAJi^tlfttaf > .\ 

1 Last night, somethi^ being m<l;>eQneeni]fij}iki}r 
Wother^s itnpe^dihg: (If^^anttPe, Mr* Ardw ga»ejhjm 
r^ll^f ttiykaUq^ ta rfsfvtiii m 'Qirisimai) whieii Ji#^ 
metins to haire iilcMP^^iptisljr tovtbii hottte^ Ifolhiiig; 
se6ms^di9temHfl#d| )9l»#eyer^ iftUdfltiliini, thotliit goings 
i^way at thiar fifs^mefif ^f^^r^ytomfiik^^Mirf^yej^^em 
pus enU GeralcUn^/pi^fNsset to regret it morei^haiF 
we had reason ta^#]apf»(ise^^]ie woujd : b£it, I fear^^a lilb 
tie degree of s^lf ^intereitt oiay. mfluenee her feeUftgs tia 
this occasion. Ferdinand has given ^iiejr a fe^ lesaoni 
to fadilitatfr ^ in the^^ctite^QHMi^llrhtQg vtefws ;. and 
ye$iterday, as sM wiks proe^^^c&og^ iwtth bi^tjdrjwiogf 
book in her handt to d^oose a.^H»tfiivo«irabk to^their 
{^rpo8€,^hesaid^«p<* 

i ** This is giving yoa very. useless troidMb, I fear^ IMfor 
liesnioreiibril^hen'you aft gone, I shall fprget all you 
have taU^t m«.'* > , 

" O, no ; if you continue pracdsing, you. know 
enough now to isipptove^ by yourself." 

^^ But I shall not have half the spirit about it I I wish 
you had given your u;i^tructions sooner, ^ ojr would slay 
longer to render them of more ^vail." : 

*^ Whatever your motive may be fdr fonningsuch a 
wish, I caimot but be flattered by It* Yet, I think you 
have already had {>atience with m^ a wonderful time !" 

" There are many people," resumed she, *' who, 
though they do not get easily acquainted, become very 




pitch of discomposure and jalarm. I explained to Mm 
all the circumstances attending its loan : but the honoUf 
Conferred oipon the original (who, probably, remains 
iitKx>nscious ai his happiness) appears to llestno^ tio 
superemtiient^ that he can do-nothing but ^vjrtusdSfg^ 

Men are very siHy creatures, my dear sisters, c^rA 
die wisest of the race. GertWme aild f*have feu^h^ 
a hundred times, in'the preitence dF^Fef'^afid, atfhe 
Aki luainghe^ the melting looks, th^ iiK^ble soft«^ 
of, the poor eolotfd: and yet, ' simply because ;^he^i| 
iMUidsome (for I know not wh^tottier recbmm^d^lcio^ 
be possesses, unless apparent good temper be taken: in^ 
fhe account), *the than is deemed irresistible! To bfc 
jealous of so iuMptd a personage^ is an instrlt to Genfl* 
dikie's taste and tmdefstanding. - ? 

Bntto return to ourdinnfer-party. . , 

On entering the drawitig-room at WeitMll, wejfdiiiid 
the lady of thehoirae, and her several inmates, dispospe^ 
of in the most charaderistic manner imaginable* Opr ia 
sofa, at one end of the room, sat, or rather reclined, Sir 
Henry Tresilian, his eyes half closed, one leg stretched 
Upon the seat, and pne ^rm thrown over its back; /Near 
him, with more condescension and patiet^ce than I sus- 
pected her to possess, was stationed Mrs. Neville, $ 
volume of jD^/i//(r^^ poems in her hand,' froln which she 
wais reading select passages to hrm aloud. At a nekt, 
uriittered table, in the nridcUe of the apartment, wa# 
posted Lady Tresilian, dressed with the nicest exact!* 
tilde, and poring her eyes, wf thVery^xempiary assldtiityt 
over an endless piece of muslin embroidery^ A pretty, 
elegant girl, of about fourteen, her liiecc, was seated 
dose beside her, doing her best to imitate so laudable 
a patter<i of industry. "' 

Our appearance changed the face of tfiings. " Mrsi 
Neville received us with the most graceful cordiality j 
presented us to her guests; and devoted herself to us,' 



till the arrival of die Everleys. I then had leisure to 
contemplate the ill-paired baronet «nd hi» wife ; for 
such I was sure they were : and my opinion has since 
been confirmed by what I have learnt concerning theila 
Irom Mr. Archer and Lesmore^ who both knew theih 
before* 

Sir Henry, affected, and impertinently supine as he 
appeared when we first beheld him, is not always sb 
languid and inanimate* We found him, towards the 
end of the day, equally agreeable and entertaining: but 
these fits of real, or {>retenc)ed lassitude, often steal up« 
on him, and he takes no trouble to shake them off. Vm 
eeneral character is that of a* very dissipated man of 
fashion, who, having outrun his estate at an early period 
of his minority, married, to repair it, the wealthy 
daughter of a prosperous banker, whom he cared iiot 
one straw for at the time, and has treated with negli- 
gence and contempt ever since. He seems to be scarce- 
ly thirty ; his exterior is prepossessing, his countenance 
penetrating and sensible, and his manners, occasionally, 
remarkably pleasing. 

But how ^all I do justice to the indescribable insipid- 
ity of his luckless wife ? Imagine a taU, upright figure, 
of about two or three and thirty, dressed, as I observed 
before, as if freshly taken out of a bandbox; a set 
smile upon her face, which yet looks fretful ^ndunsa^ 
tisfied; hair almost as light as flax; no eye-brows; 
small, duU, grey eyes ; a faint purplish colour, fixed 
like a spot, upon the summit of her cheek bones ; a very 
long upper lip ; and a nose, somewhat pinched, which 
promises, in process of time, to be tipt with the same 
tint that decorates her cheeks. 

All this, you will allow, makes not an agreeable as- 
semblage ; but it is no excuse for the insulting conduct 
observed towards her by her husband. He does not 
sd^solutely tell her in company she is a fool ; but if he 
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, attends to ber at all whea she speaksi bis loolcs i^vaiia- 
bly declare that he thinks her so. The little cant ma- 
trimonial phrase of '^ my dear," proceeding jTrom his 
lips, has the most ridiculous effect imagiaable ; it is ut- 
tered so mechanically, and, in general, precedes or fol- 
lows a meaning so sarcastic or conteqiptuous, that, biit 
for pity of the poor soul to whom it is addressed, I 
could with difficulty forbear laughing. . 

The conversation during dinner turned chiefly upon 
the subject of sea-bathing places, and other fashionable 
summer-haunts. Sir Henry and his lady were just i^- 
turned from tl|e Sussex coast. Geraldine, who loves 
the sea passionately, and delights in parties upon tl^e 
water, walks on the sands, or clambers among the rocjus, 
asked Lady Trcsilian, who happened to be her neigh- 
bour, whether she had indulged much in any of these 
amusements during her residence on the coast • ^.. 

" No," said her ladyship, ** I did very little of all 
this ; I am rather fearful upon the water : and besides,, 
ve had no sailing vessel of our own ; and the getting 
in and out of a dirty hired boat, soils one, and nu^es 
fine so uncomfortable, I mvtr was tempted tp try it 
above once.'* 

*' I have been more fortunate thaa your ladyship^" 
resumed Greral|line, ^^ for though always condemned to 
a hired vessel, the pleasure I have derived from some 
of these little excursions has been infinite." 

" Well, to me," cried her ladyship, ** I do qot thiqk 
it would be a greater punishment to enter a hackney- 
coach ! What shoes you have when you step 0)^t! 
What a nasty fringe to the bottom of your gown ! I 
assure you, I was quite unwilling to wear any of ^be 
same clothes again." * . 

** If you are very good in this world,. my dear," aaid 
Sir Henry, helping himself to a second plateftd of fi|bf 
*^ tod bear all its crosses and vexatioi^ with Christian 
patience, you may chance to go to heaven : and ^en 
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wli^t wilt you do if yoa find its floor has not been duty 
swept?** 

" In sucli a case,'* said Mrs. Neville, ** her ladyship 
h^ better ask to come back again to her own orderly 
mansion." 

•* And triake room,'* resumed Sir Henry, "for those 
who prefer ease and convenience, to restraint,,a duster, 
and a scruSbing-brush !" 

** Upon my word^*^ said Lady Tresifian, with some 
solemnity, *^I think when you speak of heaven, you 
should not do it so familiarly !'* 

" You canuQt tell yet, my dear, how its inhabitants 
ihay be affected by such Ktde liberties. Leave the ex* 
pressions we may use to our own option, therefore, till 
you are better iodfbrmed upon the siAijcct.*' 

Colonel CourtviHe now inquired of Geraldine what 
were the bathing places she had yisited I 

She mentioned Hastings as being one to which her 
uncle had twice carried her. 

*♦ You did not thercf fi^d the sandi very delightful.** 

" No, indeed r but still 1 had great pleasure in walk- 
ing upon the shore. I love the smell of the sea- weed ; 
r Ibveto watch the tide : in short,'! can interest myself 
in all that belongs to a ramble along its coast." 

** You are speaking now. Miss Pauconberg,** said 
Jlesmore, •* as an admirer of nattrre, not as a vo- 
itary of the artificial pleasures which most of those who 
haunt such places go in quest of.*** 

*t Public libraries, gaming-Kouscs^ balls, phiys, and 
large private parties,* "said Sir Henry, ** are all requir- 
ed to keep alive any degree of spirit in these scenes,' 
which, even with their assistance, soon become weari- 
some and insipid." 

**'Then why did you go into Sussex ?** inquired Mrs. 
NeviUt^. 

" For die benefit of our litde Emma,*' answered 4ie ; 
*^ she was out of spirits, and comfortless ; and they told ' 
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me she wanted bracing and sea-ain The fact m, sfa^^ 
pined for, what we all love, liberty and exercise.. Lady 
Tresilian has an idea of making Uie poor child so nota- 
ble, that she keeps her, whether in town or oountry,,, 
continually employed in plying a needle ; and the good, 
girl, I suspect, has no greater relish for that sort of pas-^ 
time, than her aunt has for 2l fringed petticoat.^ 

"But it is very fit,'' said Lady Tresilian, "she. 
should learn to have a relish for it ! Tile young ladies 
of the present day can all sing, and dance, and play, and . 
converse in foreign languages ; but half of them do not 
know how to hold a needle." 

" Very likely, my dear : however, I thought health 
of more importance than bousewifry ; so I scampered- 
with our Emma, up bill and down hill, from morning 
till night; took her out upon the water; set her en 
horseback ; threw her thimble and thread out of the 
window ; and have brought her here with the fine da* 
mask glow you now see upon her cheeks." 

Lady Tresilian made some disapproving remark 
upon this unseemly mode of education, which remain- 
ing unanswered, she assumed an affronted look, wiped 
her thin lips, and csdled for a glass of Madeira and 
water. 

The conversation, after this, became more interest- 
ing and general. Mrs. Neville mentioned some of the 
most popular literary productions of the day ; drew 
out the opinions of her guests, gave her own without 
pedantry or ostentation ; and, to do her justice, was, at 
the head of her own table, every thing you could wish 
a well-bred and well-informed woman to be. 

The interval between dinner and tea, was not without 
its languid moments. The incredible dulness of poor 
Lady Tresilian cast a sort of weight upon our spirits. 
We thought it rude to make two coteries ; and yet the, 
obligation of belonging to her's wafr fatiguing beyond 
measure. As soon as she had drank her coffee, ex- 



pressiiiff a conviction thut we were al^ provided with 
vfprky me sat doiim to her eternal embroidery* Emma 
Cecil, her yowngprotegSe^ was summ'ot\ed to follow the 
example : and aunt and niece began working as if con- 
tending fer a prize ! Meanwhile, we were all, excq>t 
Mrs. Neville, in the most laughable distress ; for not a 
creature amongst us was furnished with even an apo- 
logy for w6rk* Mrs. Neville, we knew, seldom enter- 
tamed herself in that way, and we had no expectation 
of meeting at her house with such a phoenij^ of industry. 
, To ptes off the matter as little to our own discredit as 
we could, we expressed great regret at having accidcn" 
tadkf forgotten oar work-boxes ; talked of patterns, and 
shining cotton with wonderful fluency ; examined and 
admireid the laborious undertaking her ladyship had in 
hand ; and, in short, did very nearly as well as if each 
of us had been an Arachne. 

During the greatest part of this time, Mrs. Neville, 
seated at another table, was answering a note that had 
been brought whilst we were at dinner^ and which ^ 
servant waited to carry back with him. When she had 
finished and delivered it, she approached our circle. 

•* Since knights and 'squires of the once-illustrious 
Round-table are extinct,'* said she, *^ I am g^ad to see, 
beneath the auspices of the ladies, and under a new ap- 
pellation, its fallen honours revive, ^d its ancient con- 
sequence refiourish. Lady Tresilian, and you her fair 
associates, shall be dubbed c[ueen and damsels of the, 
work-table !" 

" Alas !" cried Geraldine^ " we are so little entided 
to such a distinction, that, except Lady Tresilian, we 
aK have reason to blush at our idleness." 

^ Well, then, i/(m at least, shall have cause to blush 
no longer. Come and try whether this instrument is 
fit to be touched. I sent yesterday for a man to tune 
it, but he disappointed me, and I almost fear you will 

find it too bad to bear." 

o 2 
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^^ Let me do ''Miss Fauconberg die justice to de- 
clarei'^ cried Mrs. Everley, ^ that admirably as %hit 
plays, and well entitled, therefore, as she is to be nice, 1 
never knew her, when asked, scruple to perform upon 
any instrument, or to any person, howev^ iU-quali£ed 
to judge of her superior excellence.'* 

^* I guessed as much from the unaffected cbaractei'^of 
her countenance, or I should never have had the cou* 
rage to ask her to sit down to a piano-forte in audi 
wretched orden But widi regard to the sickening dif- 
ficulties which some musical ladies are apt to make^ 
might they not, my dear Mn. Everley, when they have 
the misfortune to be requested to play upon a tin ketdp 
in the shape of an instrument, or to a taUcing and inat- 
tentive audience, set their vanity aside, and content 
themselves with flourishing on, as if they were practic- 
ing for their own improvement ? Such a plan would 
spare them a*great deal of mortification, and save time 
into the bargain.^' 

^^ Very true : for the reluctance that is expressed to 
play to bad judges, cannot arise from diffidence, but 
must be the offspring of pride. I can forgive a modest 
girl who shrinks from the idea of performing to a- pro- 
fessor : but I have no indulgence for those who refuse 
to exert themselves because they tlynk their auditors 
too ignorant to estimate their talents as they ought#" 

Geraldine, laughing and rising, now said^ 

** After this little lesson, which, however, I hope I 
did not require, I should be hsutly indeed if I hesitated 
for a moment to play.'* 

** If you had required it,** said Mrs. Everley, " you 
would have been less willing to profit by it ; and I flat- 
ter myself we should have had the grace to administer 
it less bluntly.*' 

Whilst Geraldine was playing, Mrs. Everley and 
eur elegant hostess, both almost equally fond of music, 
sat beside her, devoting their whole attention to her per- 
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farmiKW^ Lady Tresiiiaii, however, iiekher Mirred, 
nor, during the sweetest passages, even looked up, or 
seemed to hear, much l^& to feel, a single note. Ma- 
dame de St. Hermine and I might, per&ps, have been 
put out of humour by. this insensibility, had we not 
found amusement in observing the very uncommon de- 
lig^ with wbich little Emma Cecil appeared listening 
to what was going forward. She dared not, I believe, 
leave her work to go ni&arer to the instrument ; butv of- 
ten holding the needle suspended in her hand, and look- 
ing as if anxious to banish all sense save that of hearing, 
she scarcely allowed herself to breathe, from the appre- 
hension of losing any part of so invaluable a treat. 
When conscious that the eye of her aunt rested upon 
her, she resumed her occupation ; but the minute after, 
again, as if involuntarily, discontinued it, and gave her- 
self up to the pleasure of ^divided attention* 

We were joined by the gentlenaen before Geraldine 
was permitted to quit her post; and they all, except 
Sir Henry, surrounded her chair. He chos^ to place 
hilnself at our table, next his young mece, whom with 
^good-humoured fondness, not unmixed, however, with 
some degree of roughness, he did ev^ry thing he could 
to disturb from her employment, and render rude and 
noisy* The poor gir)^ probably afraid of incurring a 
reprimand from her aunt, sought, with supplicating 
looks, to keep him quiet ; but the more backward she' 
appeared, th«rmore troublesome he became. Mrs. Ne- 
ville called him to order several times ; Lady Tresi- 
lian frowned and murmured — ^nothing would do; he 
twitched away the child's work, as fften as she attempt- 
ed to proceed with it; stole her thimble; cut her 
thread ; held his band over her eyes ; drew her upon 
his knee, and one moment kissing her, the next dancing 
her with a rapid and incessant motion, that almost 
threatened to deprive her of breath, seemed to have 
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tMungAowMi^ «t heart as the deaife el provotrkiglHS' 
iitfe,:aDdtliaturbiiigthe^«oitof ^le company^ 

We cottld not but admire, during Ais teasmg" frolic, 
the modest propriety of EanflMi's behaviour. At the 
same time that she did aH in her power to disa>urage 
her uock's turbulenee^ she gaveway to no peevishness ; - 
bat evinced a command of temper, and a gendeiiess, 
very bigMy to her credit. ^ 

During tea, Mrs. NeviHe gave IKr iienry a direct 
and onceremoiuoiis kcttire upon hn conduct, which he 
bore withont any symptoms of contrition ; assuring hif, 
be did it all for the good of Emrmsl*s heirith : ainl de^ 
daring, that if #he lud not, now and then,^ some Utde 
relaxation of this sort, biiit went on perpetuafly upoo 
her aunt's system of sedent«y notability, she wonhi die* 
of stagnation* 

" How good of you to show Such tender anxiety to 
keep her blood in circulation ! I suspect, howeter, 
that my little placid Emma would have confessed much 
greater c^ligation to you, had she been permitted-to at- 
tend to Miss Fauconberg intjiiiet* She has a soul ibr « 
music, diougb you have none." ^ 

** Why, thanks to Lady Tresilian, she does not know 
a note*" 

^ But she has an excellent eiir, atid a very sweet' 
voice. I taught her, last spring, two or three lit^airs 
which she sings perfectly in tune, and in an exceeding 
interesting m^anner." * . 

%r Henry declared he wouhl hear them cKrettly ; 
and Mrs. NeVHle, to gratify bis affectionate impatience, 
went to the instrument unasked, in order to accompany 
the little girl; who, thus takeii by surprise, confused, 
and almost in tears, could with difficulty be persuaded, 
by our united entreaties, to comply with her uncleV 
iHimour. At kngth we conquered her unaffected ti- 
midity; she began, but so softly and tremulously, we 
could scarcely hear her : by degrees she acquired more 



courage, and with real delight we then listened to the 
purest and most ductile young voice you can conceive, 
singing artlessly, and yet feelingly, a little plaintive air 
of Jean Jaq^es Rousseau's. The moment it was end*' 
edi, Sir Henry, enchanted both by his niece's perform- 
ance and Mrs. Neville's kindness in instructiiig her, 
was animated in his encomiums of the one and acknow- 
ledgements to the other. We joined in assurances to 
his diffident favourite, of the pleasure she had given us ; 
and even Lady Tresilian seemed moved to something 
like a feeling of approbation. - 

When £mma was again permitted to resume her 
seat, Mrs. Everley ventured to observe to her aunt, 
that she thought it a pity Miss Cecil was not encourag- 
ed to cultivate such musical abilities. 

*^ Why, her time has beenpretty much filled up with 
Other masters," ^id Lady Tresilian ; ^^ and music, in 
a moderate way, she can take up at any time." 

" Masters ! repeated Sir Henry. " What masters 
have you ever given her, my dear, esccept a superan- 
nuated, old pothook-maker, who taught her to write a 
hand fit for a scrivener of the last century ? Mistresses, 
indeed,''she has had in profusion ! Now tell me, Emma, 
how many good sort of decayed gentlewomen have you 
been attended by, for the piurpose of being instructed in 
what you ladies call fancy work ?" 

^^ I^lon't remember, indeed, uncle." 

^^ That is a pi^, for the enumeration could not but 
edify the company. But amongst the illustrious acqui- 
sitions thus obtained, let me record all /can recollect. 
Ladies and gentlemen. Miss Cecil, simple as she sits 
there, understands the art of drawing patterns through 
a window ; of spottit^ and dotting upon muslin ; and 
of representing m bright silks, upon satin as bright, 
^ huge bunches of flaring poppies, holyoaks, and ranun- 
, culusesj shepherdesses, with blue scarfs and yellow 
\ petticoats, worked to match a face painted of as deep a 
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(fyt^JcZtbePu; and lambs, ^em to the qtddc^Vitfi 
rose-coloured ribbons tied round their necks !" 

It was impossible whoUy to preserve our gravity 
during this ridictilotis description of poor Emma's ta^ 
lents; yet, onhcraant's account, we did our utmost 
not to exceed the bounds of decorum* Lady Tresrlian, 
imon the whole, bore her husband's impertinence very 
pnilosopfaicatly : I do not mean that she appeared poir- 
sessed of entire imperturBabriHy ; but entrenching 
herself behind a strong fortification of affronted looks, 
her usual resources, I believe, in these cases, she wiselj 
abstaitied tomfng to action, and wearying out the as- 
smlant, obliged him to rmse the siege^ 

-To maife^her, at least, some teartporary amends for 
being yoked to a sarcastic husband-^a scourge, from 
v^hich heaven, in its mercy, preserve me ! Mrs. Neville' 
exerted lierseff to arrange for her ladyship a whist 
table. Two of the gentlemen, Mr. Evcrl<^ and Mr. 
Archer, readily offered their services ; but it was not so 
easy to* find a third wiltiDg to embark in so serious an 
affair. At length, however, dear Madame de St. Bfer- 
miite, seeing the party ready to be given up, and ob- 
sending the cRsappointment risi&fy impressed on the 
countenance of the lady for whose amusement it had 
bcseiipiN>posed^madeii sacififitfe ofher own ihtjihatfons^ 
and consented to ^U up the tmenvied chsdn 

The remainder of the' evening I cannot give you any 
connected account ofl We hadno^ixed place, nor any 
regular cbnversation. Sbmething being said about 
picturi^, Mts. Neville led the way to her dressmg- 
room, tcishow us a St. Cecilia, painted, at her desire,, 
Iw an Its^lian artist, now in England, apd intended to 
decorate the front of a chamber organ, at this time 
building for her. The picture is beautiful, and excited 
general admiration. But, before we quitted the apart- 
ment, its fair ftiistress tinderwent, with some justice, 
the keenest raillery from Sir Henry, upon the rersati- 
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^ty of her, pursuits. Would yqu l>€li^ve;,^thatinone 
.p^rt of the room stood an easel^u|)on which ws^ an un- 
finished Ismdscape in oilsj in another, was a roQj^ 
sketch from a bust of one pf the muses 4 in a fhird, tt^e 
bead of a child, ju^ be^un in cra^OQs » .and in a faurtb, 
a large basket of fruits and flowers,' sightly tinted^ 
water-colours r ^BesidesaUthese^ we foun4 little fi* 
gures of children aQi4 animals, modelled in wa;K ; buti^t 
one completed : and Sir Henry protested, she had been 
writing to town, that very d^y, for a huge block of mar- 
ble, and a host of chiseling tools, to commence sculptor. 

" And I would recommend to her," added h^, "'to 
set about a colossal statue of the monster Chimaera, 
which, however unfinished she may leave it, will serve, 
justly enough, to represent the shapeless and undecid- 
ed form ascribed to it by the poets; and may, at die 
same time, give no bad idea of the strange jumble of 
indeterminate ideas that float in the fickle artist's brain." 

" Or what think you," said Lesmore, ^^ of a atatue 
of the god Terminus^ which might be placed upon the 
boundary of her estate, and the head pf which, only, 
need be finished?^' 

" You^are both intolerably pert," crkd Mrs. Neville. 
'** But, Sir Henry, why must my jpoor Cbimfisra be 
colossal ?" / . . ♦ 

^^ Because its best situation, to be out of the way of 
critical examinaticm, will be the roof of the house ; ^and 
there, unless it is gigantic, it will not be perceived at, $dl." 

** Nowlaear me witness, Mr. Lesmore," resumed 
she, ^^ that the plausiblegentleman, who sQcooUy takea 
upon him the privilege of ridiculing my harmless ca- 
,price$, is hmise|j' as variable and capricious a W>rtal:9p 
any uqder heaven ! Have you not a thousand tiiv^ea 
jheard him protest I was the most d^UgbtfuliQr^alure in 
existence?" 

^' Whovthat knows you/' replied ^erd«M»l» *^im 
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^ Well» but now to show you the dependence that 
may be put upon the permanency of his opinions, let 
me, in presence of vou all, declare, that I have been 
confidently assin-ed, be has, on several recent occasions, 
spoken of me in terms the direct reverse of all he for- 
merly asserted me to be." 

** jiy all that's sacred, never !" cried Sir Henry^ 
with great warmth* *^ If such information has, indeed^ 
been communicated to you« it is most diabolically false, 
and wicked ! But I hope you are only amusing your* 
self at my cost ; I hope I have no enemy malicious 
enough to insinuate such poisonous falsehoods in your 
earr 

. He spoke with an agitation and a vehemence which, 
seemed to stagger, his fair accuser. She put her hand 
upon his shoulder, and, smiling with an air of placabi- 
lity, said- — < 

^^ Gently, gendy, good man! you cannot fight the 
evil reporter, even were you so disposed. It was a 
fiend in petticoats from whom I had my information* 
I shall be glad to believe the charge unfounded ; for u 
is no treat to our vanity to think every little bit of flat- 
tery addressed to us, is to be followed by ill«-natured 
censures. There, there," added she, patting his ari;:^ 
^^ quiet that perturbed spirit of yours ; and let us go, 
down to the whist-players." 

During the rest of the evening, Sir Henry, anxious, 
as it appeared, to ipake a firm and lasting peace with 
his charming hostess, paid his court to her with unre- 
mitting assiduity. Ferdinand procured for himself a 
place between Mrs. Everley and Geraldine, upon one 
•eftbe low sofas near the fire ; and I m^s left to the care 
of the gallant and ever*attentive ColoifeL Courtville.-— 
To vary my amusement a little, I talked a good deal 
to Emma Cecil, who, of the two, has really much th^ 
%ost .variety and spirit : but, punctually as the clock 
struck ten, her aunt sent her off to bed : and then, I h^ 
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tdtttuoXisbtAii tb get 6iit bf !hki:^uaItoiittne of com- 
IHmeDtafjr e^geratidn. I tried re]^te^]r;fb;^nuflti 
maicofiverse dpdti genet^ strfyfecU, atid-none iHsry^ee^ 
dues f such att di6 dperd last spfiii^; tlie itiia»(|^t^di 
gtVeir by L^ h^ t<!iwdrds *e (Snd 6f ifht6 'stt^n ; 
]M[r8...^^'8 first splemttd 9^Bcrm%1kc:^: ^^^ 
mSd trtr^ wcH^ thfelr ttlrfi, lot a feW irtfcrtites ; but 
Aen, before I utr^s awate of it, he got blHclt^tb M^itigftry 
talk and laBguishing glatices, and absolutely drove me 
to my i^!t^4i^ tb &id something new to start. I won- 
der whether such a man as this, confined for a week to 
the society of Mrs. SibyHa Milbanke, or to that of La- 
dy Tresilian, would soothe their ears with any of these 
flatteries ? The habit is so idveu^ate, I dare say he 
would, without knowing it. 

When we sot home, I found an t)pportunity of asking 
Ferdinand, whether he gav6 any credit to the reports 
made to Mrs, Neville, concerning Sir Henry's treachery f 

"None upon earth," answered he. "Whatever 
f^6sdtii Sir Henir may have, that of being unjust to th^ 
*m»fit of Mrs. Neville ranks not amongst the number.'^ 

"I am glad of it; He realty can make himself agree^^ 
abfe, atid I ani hair mcliiied liot to di^ke hiih t but yet^, 
m coiKtem|rtuous treatment of his wife is Verj^ bffi^f 
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* "She'tieverhgdmtich feeling,** resume^ Lesmore*, 
^♦^Jrtid %cr weff-Vishers HavetJnly to hope the little that 
riemains'ma^lecome morclJbtuse every day ; since shi 
certainly H^s now a wdrse chance than eVer of meeting 
^th kindnesis.*' 

** Why now f Will Mrs. Neville countenance his 
sarcastic behaviour to her ?'^ 

** No ; probably not designedly : but caii such a wo* 
hran as Lady Tresiliati, without disadvantage, stand sC 
dkily cotnparison with the lively, the etegant, and beau* 
«fW Mrt. NeviHer' 

VOL. I. P 
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^^ Si^, Henry is distantly, related tQ. B|r^ iHeyiUe | 
they haveknowii each oth^ aU their lives : yet^l iifnar 
gine, it Height nof be prqper he should visit l^j^|u^ 
widowedstateJunac9pmpaii^e4J>y hl% 411^1%*'' r^^^ . .,^,^ 
. t«e8||]PQ^, then Ught^d bis bed-tTOQ]!i| c^aiid^ i^^ i^^; 
good nighv^iHl weiff up^tai^s. , V, t /^^^. i^ 

; Andrvhere let me Wiow bjs.exajnty^lq^ l^^rWrBPm 
ttight to yp^.bp|i^ fny t^o very 4ear ^sj^fs... , |^ 

'.•■■' • . '■ 1- %] ■", 'i -r :- 

■ "^ • ' ' ■• XElt*rER' XX. f ■ ^' , ; '■ ' ^ *■* '^ 

MISS I^ESMOBE TO TH^ SAME. \^^ .. 

F£RDiNA|fD left US this morpuig, not^wi^out ^it^* 
ing the regret of the whole party. Mr.. Archer, tluiu^ 
the resist of my brother's long vi«it herelia|; been less 
aatisfactory thaj[i it were to be wisbpd^ i^fih ^^f ^f^i4^ 
nio^ cor^ial^^i^d friendly leave possible, '^ucifji Tfipcjx^ 
in plain terms his invitation to him to cpfne down ii^ 
Christmas. Madame de Su Uermiae parted frpi|i(Eim 
as if he hadheen her son^ aad scrupks j^tt to aay^^^ 
•he knows no one like hi^o*— no one whojic^i^^s^s j^]^|i 
siiperiority of mind and manners i ^uch delicacy of 
taste, united to such manliness of conduct; such swee;|t- 
ness of teipper, joined to so mui^h diseominent and spi- 
rit : in short, she says of him, with, eloquence and fa:«- 
vour, what we, iny dear sisters,, have lopg thought, but 
either not dared, or not known, how to express half ^ 
wcU. Geraldine, dear, candid Geraldine, wjboUyiba- 
nishing all resentment for the past,^.eak8 ^tireservedly 
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in hik'f^vQiir ; ami O^ns thatih^'saw fahh de|>^ft tvltli 
thei^mcerest reldctance : but, however truc'thh may bei 
I' perceive in her no indications of a stroiigci^ regatd 
ttiah she might be supposed to feel for ^a brother ; her 
spirits are uhaiFected by his absenci^ ; «H'e' pUrsues her 
irccustofned employmehts with the satne dissffiifity as 
liefore ; and, in allrespects, is the very Geraldine i/tit 
^i^ two months ago;' '9^ow; I am not sudh a romantic 
damsel as to repine at this,, because contrary to the usual 
practice of sentimental heroines ; so far from it, that I 
make It my^bo^st to hold allT)retipitancy and exaggera- 
tion, whether in love or friendship^ extremely cheap % 
and mdst heartily despise the notion of red-hot passion 
at first ^ight ; I should therefore by no means murmur 
on perceiving that Geraldlne still remains heart whole^ 
if the dread of Lord Litchmere did not incessantly 
haunt me. We hei^thatvhe m 19 take possession of 
his newly-rented hunting-box, Kushley, next week. Is 
it very wick^||.|o say, Lji^ish it niay be burnt to the 
ground before he comes V You will think me pardon- 
able<^^rhaps, when I add, that Rushley is scarcely a 
mile from the gate of Highgrove Piirk. 
"^ Hencefd^thy myd^s^ !rt3ters^~yoTr'TOt»t-.cett»»-to^»- 
pett'lrom'iiid's\icK:lo% and frequent ktters. I never 
ibtild%itf%'^«ken u^ Ae trade of journalist, Unless im- 
^Uctf t^'^-'by a'Subjiictof more thaft Common interest. 
•Mly^p^ia^ing, T dislike writiilg: so long, however, 
H^^Pefditiai^dreniiained here,' everv occurrence in which 
ii¥ildd^GerakKne w<ere conterned, gave §fiieh fluency ttJ 
Iny pefi, %ait I not only wrote Without effort, but eveh 
With pleiisure. I loved to communicatfe W -you my al- 
ternate hopes alid fears ; and to trace the progress of 
their gradually-ihcrerf^ing regard; All that, for 'the 
present^ is pvei* j and a laiy fity I know, will eonie upon 
me. EvetMt«. Ne^fflif's sj^igMy observations ; S'rr 
Henry V matrtmonrial ^al*casms ; Miss Charleburg^s 
prdfeiflbio^l^^Mcl^h^r Other's vu%ar imp^i^^h, will 



. m 

style of life, peftcefuDy happy^ and a^reocly spi^iib^ 
you already kaow so well, that poihing new remains t^ 
be said upon the subject. Take leave, tbereforet»oj^ 
bard^worn pen ! of your two deal* correspondents j . ap| 
|retum| ye long*neglecti^ eyes ! to your former aifocap 
ticips 9-— your sutempts at drawing, your music, yppf 
lame ItaUan, and, ^i though i^ast, not least," yo^ju* gpo<^ 
plain, English reading. 

Eyes and pen both subscribe willingly tp this ^w^tfdf 
and have the honour to be, my dear sisters, yoiu: mo^ 
fbedient servants. 



LETTER XXL 

If 188 LESMOBE TO THE SAME. 

Highgrove Parky OcU i2. 

1 JiA^vp jn«f received youf aecond Ictfei', my deaf 

Augusta^ and perceive still more plainly than by tlu|^ 
first, that, you have no inclination to let me waiid^ u^iv 
interruptedly in the flowery paths of elegant liter^li^ \ 
A gossip I have been, and a gossip you are deterll|^&ea 
I shall continue* At Parkton Cihstle you pron^se mf 
full leisure to be as musical as I plisase $ to read, to dntir, 
to make myself wise enough to sc^e all the men in th^ 
county i At Highgrove Park you require me to^be 
less studious* You are anxious to hear of the arrivajl 
and proceedings of Lord Litchmere i of the temper ^ 
mind with wmch Mrs* Neville bears the absence of 
Ferdinand :— *nay, you have even ^e conscience to^^ 

Ect a further account of the hymeneal felicity of Sir 
enry and Lady Tresiliap !^— W^ell, as I cannot now be 



'oft€^' called lipon topel^tin the same task, since I leav<i 
tHlli'deiir abode in a fortnight, I will even, for an hour 
6iritwo, ptit a matk in the delightful book I am reading 
LiGt)ivper*8 Life and Letters, atid comply with your 
fnsiititible demands. 

^ Lord Litchmere ha^ b^en at Rushfey three or four 
days. He-called h^ft the morning after his arrival, and 
yesterday we dined with him at Mrs. Everley's. His 
attention to Geraldiile has abated nothing of its lover- 
lifc^ appearance \ yet, at present, I believe, is obvious to 
iib eyes but Madame de St. Hermine's and mine. Mr. 
Archer, In family affairs, like most other men, sees not 
an itich beyond his nose. We have reason to flatter 
ourselves he forms no wish for the success of atiy one 
except Lesmore ; and our noble neighbour may ride or 
walk over some beau mating trembling, hoping, fearing 
•^and actually make proposals for Geraldine, before her 
dear, unsuspicious uncle even dreams that he admires 
her. But we females are not so blind to these interest- 
ing little concerns ; w» can foretel, almost to an hour, 
the exact time when a lover will put the important 
question ; we can interpret looks, decipher meat^ings, 
trace causes, and prognosticate effects. In short, as is 
•lanost fair, we are iiot confined to private life for Nothing ; 
we know perfectly how to derive amusement ind intcf- 
rest from every domestic incident that occurs— or, that 
we eVen fancy mat/ occur. Yet, in justice to niyself, 
let me add, that it is not the progress m a tender attach- 
iri^fit of every ^oft swain, and every simpering ihiss, I 
#ould give myself the trouble to observe. What may 
happen if I enjoy a life of single blessedness twenty or 
thirty years longer I will not pretend to ascertain ; but, 
sit, present, I very sincerely assure you, that no court- 
ships ^ord me air^ amtisement, unless I love, and am 
intimately acquainted with, the ^iatties. - 

Sir Henry Tresilian, who has many friends iA this 
<5dunty, orfty returned to Westhill yesterday, in time to 
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dress for oordfouier»par^ at the Kverleys: lieluMiiMeQ 
absent with his ladv near a week^payingdiffiBrettt vmts* 
Emma Cecil remained during ^t interval with Mrs. 
Seville, who is grown sO fond of her, diat we ouanot 
but regret there should be a necessity for them so aoon 
40 part. IndeedfMrs* NeviUe's situauon, young, beau- 
tiful, opulent as she is, appears, in some resnects, pecu- 
liarly ^ilenviaUie• She has no very near rehtions ; she 
has chosen to e^ablish herself in a coun^ she never 
before inhabited ; lyhere every face is. new to her, and 
where it willyet, necessarily, be^ long ere she forms tmy 
permanent fiiendships. Her estabUsfament is elegant, 
and her house is cakudated for the admission of nume- 
rous visitors : but none* that she has hkherto received 
have been people she cared f(x ; and, what is w^rsei I 
have heard her acknowledge, that, with an immonse 
list of town acquaintance, she has not a single intimate 
friend ! How, and amongst what sort of people, must 
she have livedo Can any human being be so wholly 
devoted to dissipation as to omit making some selection 
from amidst the surrounding crowd ? fcHtning some at- 
tachment towards the few amiable individuals who may 
chance to mingle in^ the herd ? Alas ! I fear Mrs* Ne- 
ville bas rather aspired after admiration than friendship; 
and if such is the case, she already, early as it is, has 
reason to lament the injudicious choice. Admiration 
can only be fed, to the«atisfaction of its greedy devour- 
ers, in large cities<y^ in splendid assemblies, in plaees of 
gay and fashionable resort : an tnsulotid country man- 
sion, in' a district where die recent purchaser is but lit- 
tle known, is no spot for the gratificati<m of sucb, orav- 
ing appetites* ^ Let all,'^ says Madame de St* Het- 
mine, **who, either through folly or mtsfortupe, are 
devoid of family connexions and fiiends-^st,' firm, 
and affectionate friends—- shun the country ; it con^ have 
no charms for them !" 

It would really be charity topevsuade^poorMTs^ Ne- 
ville of the truth of all this,; and the task would not, I 



teqry now, be y^HS^^u Shft loQks boqmid wd 
liiMl^ ; her fiicukies seem benumbed ; she has nothhig 
witfatn reach to love, ortofe^l interested ioti as^ 
ipinter approaches her garden be^^ns^tofade; shecioi 
neitheE shoot aor hunt ; she cares not a straw for larm* 
kig ; she prcgeclB no alterations in or around her dwell- 
ing ; she has no pelrmanent and pleasant society within 
doors ; she grows heartily weaiy of pt^rpetual dinner- 
parties: she com^ins, dmt, when riding or driving 
louty she meets not, in ten miles, with as^many living 
creatures f {dicing or sing^G^ to bare walls fatigues 
her ; painting or drawing lograt^ no eye but her own, 
flsakes her melancholy ; and reading, her favourite se- 
dentary mnusement, fes^^half its chi^rms, when, as she. 
josdy observes, hcnvever brilliaiH, touching, or sublime 
a passage may be, she has no intelligent companion, 
suseeptybk of her own enthusiasm, and, capable of par- 
ticipating in her feelings. Her emo^ns, whether of 
admiration or. disgust, pleasure or pain, must all be 
solitary : every social sentiment lies dormant ; all the 
kind afieetions of her nature appear sc^pended.-^ Ah ! 
"who upon such terms would envy the independence of 
Ae Mgh<4x)m, higb*bred, and beautiful Mrs. Neville! 
Sir Hemry rallied her upon her grave and d^ected 
looks; she answered him with a fsunt smile; denied 
not the truth of the change, nor took any pains to dis- 
perse the doud that 'himg upon her brow. He then. 
With a kindness and goodi^nature for which I felt indin- 
^edto lai^ bim^ seated himself neauio her, and exerted 
aU his powers of entertainment in order to revive, her : 
he^^ve a aaost humorous account of some litde casual- 
At»i as he billed them, which had occurred during his 
^late^absenee from Wes^iU; described several of the 
company he had met at the two houses where he had 
been visiting ; told of Lady Tresilian's distress on find- 
ing, one day, at dhressing-time, a huge tabby cat asleep 
tipoB a new.wdite satin gown l^rms^ bad spread out 



ispon a 8(^a, rendf for her mistress to ^ut oh ; s^ nbe 
hardf oh another occasioh, nearly fainted with ve^catioici 
Und didms^^ in consequence ^f hairing accidentally spM 
a <mp of rhubarb and peppermint, with which she Waft 
on the poiht of regaling herself, over the maghificient 
damask bed-curtains of the diamber in which xh^ 
riept. 

*\And these curtains," added he, ♦* were bright blhe J 
the yellow rhubarb, therefore, coming in contact widl 
them, produced as iine a green as heart could desire! 
Lady Tresilian turned green with fri^t i her niaid's 
eyes^ green already, shone how, from the same caose, 
with the vivid lustre of an ema-ald ! And, as for my- 
self, I wilt not pretend tosay what hue I was of; bht 
certain it is, that, together with their bustle, I found thi^ 
eiBuvia of the rhi^arb and peppermint so intoleraMe, I 
was forced to make interest for another apartment.*' . 

Though we Iftughed at this story, I secretly congra- 
tulated myself that I had no witty husband to try my 
patience by recording every little innocent cup of rhu-^ 
barb I might think it advisable to take ! Nothing is 
pleasanter than to hear married people, who are upohi 
good terms, pass jests hpon' each other : buturbei^ the 
numbur is all on one side, and dulness superlative reigns 
on the other, there seems something crud and unfeeling 
in the business. : ; 

Mrs. Neville, who is now perpetually talkihg of heir 
young favourite, Emma Cecil, made a discovclTy in the 
courae> of the evening, which greatly deH^ted bcr. 
She found that^e little girl% fourteenth bir^-day, and 
the anniversary of some important event to herself 
(Geraldine'TS' angry with ^ne for suggesting that this 
nameless event may be her release from matrimonial 
bondage) exaeify coincided : antt she determined t6 
seize the oecasion for giving «ome little jT^^^. Thit 
idea did her wonderfol good, and she became, for the 
rest of the evehihg, as animated as pots%le* To a bali, 




m^i repre^tatiQA^ incii:^dio^ mak firformerJh 
ly Tresihan oftputly opposed Jber wl^ole rhetoric; 
^ was tpc^bte in the y^ar to tkiuk of eittert^iiig oiir? 
9^vei^QLfre»c€(j mdi a :«commou dioAerrp^y, we a^ 
f^eed^ would be as duU a thing as. could well he fix(^ 
upon by way of peculiar amusement. At length. Ma? 
4ime< d<^ Stf Henpin^, being pr^^ssed to give ber ppinionf 
^rformed the part of Shakspeare's Ros^ind) ainl eaak^ 
^d us ^* to n^e these doubts all eFen." tL7aderstand« 
ingfptbaC amongst the limited numjbei: of flmma's ai^ 
complishments^ speaking French with fliiency was tliie 
most.distinguished, ^ mentioned a charmipg little cOf 
medy in that language w]:itten by St. Fpix, called JE^ 
QruQeSj in whioh. there are only six char^jptera; Cupid, 
wlip, without apy s^e^t ioiproprieQrt m'^ht be repii^ 
aented hy Miss Qecd ; the three Oraces, Mercury, an4 
f{p,Xi\\^ At the mere mention pf Mercurtf^^^k divinity, 
ipf^ m^st allow, whose morak are n9t quite so edifying 
\as migl^t be wished^ Lady Tresilian made a most dr^acU 
ful wryfi^ce, ap^ ^ almost feared our. whole spiKme 
would be abandoned ; but hi% all united in aasuiiag hei^ 
thsi^t a heathen god, a little addicted to dissipation^ waa 
by no nfieans so Stcandalous a peraonagf^ as a vu%9r^ U- 
cen^ous beau of modeni times; that the fictiont of 
mythc^ogyr though not always perfectly conefcti wcisf 
ceit^B^al le^iBt, pf beii^ i^hgant ^xA ingtmous i wA 
Mad?(me d^ St* Hemline jBSimredi her^ Uiat |he chaiaMb 
t4sr to which she ^a much object^ had such a aubordi* 
nate part to re|»?esent, that if her ladyship was abaor 
hitely averse to hia appearing la proper ca#^m^, k 
would not be impractic^le to kave him out entirely m 
a^8ub|taiitial agent, and only to read his spe«€^$- This 
pl^% t^opreviert w^ a(c»doi|sly opposed by the wh^ 
<?P<npaiqr ; and it wasy atleii^gpdi, agreed, that poor Mee« 
ouy should be allowed to retain hb station^ You see 
to what fbnig^rs an iU niwf m^ eipose us ! Sir Hen- 




r3r Titfttlian, to otdige Mrs. Keville, uhilertook to per* 
forth the stigmatized part ; aiid, in consitlehithni W it! 
being the unde of little Emma, L^dy TresiKan Beenaed 
tolerably reconciled to the arrangement. Mrs.* Ever^ 
Jey, vfery good-humouredly, offered her service in the 
character of a y^Atei;^^ Venus; and Geraldiiie, Mrs. Nt^ 
vilfe^attd myself, are to repreisent the three Graces;'^ »;* 
• Emma's birth-day is on the twenty-third of thiri 
jiiptottth. Ampl^ time, therefore, is aHdwed to learn oo^ 
p2iris<f and prepare theatrical dressea and decorati(»Hr. 
We are to fit ijip a little stage here^ at Mr. ArcherVrc* 
qaest, who expects an old lady and gentleman on a visit, 
neither of whom will choose to be out late at night, 
^dufgh both, he assures us, are of adispositionrso clieer- 
Ail, that our projectec} entertainment will^delight them* 
We purpose enlivening our ' spectacle by the ii^tn9dU(>^ 
4itm<pf*ta little dancing and music, and have mttde 6ttV9 
list df abobrfiftc^n or twenty people whoaretbrbe iiivitefl 
to the stenic -show. They are to know nothipg of tii^ 
matter, hc^w ever, at present ; for wtS are by no means' 
lgimlHti6us of having the scheme talked over itrthecoutt^ 
<)^,^kQd are quite determined to niake it as little oFa 
filriilic represetitation^s possible^ < .-,^ 

-I. Ifov^ I yet afatiftfied ybar curiosity^, ihy dear Augtista, 
te «0't»ur W^tual prode)sdtng9i No, fbiii'iBay i'^lib^ 
f^kh'you fldthing cbiicSming Lord'LUchttilh^^i^'#^Ma 
^ tfodiin^ can come dfilbtiiiBg.^^ He liks%den^ t^rti^ 
cKfib only twice since kli^turn tolM^ part of^h^^^oticl^, 
aftd ltt%^behay kMir bn^dtk *dtcaai<»il^Hv^^ a^ iieafly ai 
poilsible, the aatfie k h^ been previ^stb his d^rttire* 
He ^^otiv^pses, estlilie4v^y, widi her whenever he can 
jiftdot m^ietoi opportunity : but I can give you no ae- 
^oufit of what he says, since he in Variably seeks to jEit)^ 
dresw htr^s^o m9€e; and if«'#tM person j^i^ tM^ 
vxA, attempt ^gvo»^ii|kg atf y ^rti^n of her; a^ttetltidd^, 
he <l^ws back, and becomes nearly aileiit. ^'W^re¥^ 
fllie happens «o be^ivrbc^fatlrftliimingfai^^w^rto 
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^fisp^Sjffb^ a Utt)^ aparti or eagaffed.af die m^u-* 
j||im^$^s.usiii4 station is at the back oilier chair, wiaich-» 
^g lor a favourably mopient to obtain her undiyide4 atn 
tieiitioa ; if^p^uf;^e^fui^ l^e is patient andtjuiiet ; biit ne^ 
l^^r di^0iji|'fige^, ^^ver d jverted from his object. ,Ge«» 
t^ikHni^ gfvc^ to tl^q^'assj^ult^^ no other saqqtion than 
cpnimp^.goo^-breeaing^xaiois ; and^^^pears^iiithertp^ 
|carceI)r,toMve r<^n^Md thei^^^ IVtr*. Archer s^ms 
pf^possea^ji in^8^^ora^iy()fab^half^apds^^^ well of 
l^iin uppp^ali ocjcaw>ns» I^^|^a4^n(i^,d.?St. Her?' 
min^ adheres fi^inly to her favQurite LesR^ore^ I have 
hinted to her, my appt;eh|en^iops of ogr oew n^ghbour; 
^he .will not hear of th^m : and, in theVfuinth pi^hev 
heart, ia almo§f,?flP|^y^with me fw- a*mpp^VRg?J?'«^diiiand 
^an ao.eas^y b^ ppp^an|;ed ! Yel; she doesf jus^ke :ta 
|Jie merit ofXiord Ot^hpere, apd sayMW^aul^>do th^ 
^me with reg^d to, twenty ipare, : "for after aflpwing^ 
to each,'* sbeia^ld^ ** hi^ due share of approbation, youc^' 
vQjthei* yviU ^v^r)ie superior to them aU." / f 

^i need tell yoii nothing more of Mrs. NevHleV pre-? 
sent dispQtitjLpiijpf miad Ihan you will have cqilected 
from the forii^er p;|rt of this letter* Yetlelmeadd, 
ihat sh|S rnsKle of Madame de St*^ Herinine inouiQerable. 
inquiries ' rela^ vie tp FerdipaiEid, ; for tihoug^ aiiet and I 
a^ethe besjt^:frji^n^ds 4n'U^^ I have always re- 

marj^f^^t^t^ahe is ^ore reserved upon the subject of 
my ijTother^ when cdnversing with me, than when ad- 
dressing «iy Qne ^se. . Qlg^uhe suspect that I should 
be less inclined to love her as a sister than as a friend I 

Adieu, my dear Augusta. I shall be very busy the 
remainder of this week, learning mif party and rehears- 
ing, and pra€t^|JpQg.t^4iule figu^ tp jier- 
formJ J[-/^r0/)i9^, we have made a discovery. Csesar, 
oyiir^Qji^il^glHPI^ViMW^f^ and in high 
fi^^^^4 sic^mh f^Vj^d tp b^ a.^^^ accomi^iahed'per- 
aoo. ^H^^oanrf^^^iif^rWear^ told by Geraldine's maid^ 
fcyeir^l j^§8^Dge 4>fll^ ^^^t ^ ^^ ^^^ mpnofo«% 
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ftous, savage sttiging. t have advife^ I^h 4^rcher'^M 
let Mth be tantastrcalty dressed up, in olM^tti ii^tts^ 
Qtfeof those wild specimens t)f national talent, bdtweeti 
Che acts of our Ktde ]^lay ^ but my ebunsel' dtfes ndi 
prosper* C^Sar, I am persiTaded^ w6of d not%e ilhy 6f 
bbligitigus, especially if he thought Geraldine wished 
it. He is become a prodtgplout favourite thr^vr^oiii 
the family ; the servants all dechre he is the m^eirriieill 
and the best tempered creature that ever existed : mA 
his behavioiir in the drawing-room is ^o humble artra 
f^spectful, his counienante so hohest and happy, diftf, 
Mack as he is, I begm to think him dlmost handsotiife. 
He has struck up a violent friendship With an etiormotti; 
Newfoundland aog belonging to the house. This ct%i- 
ture is called Pompey; and it would do your heaift 
g6<>d, after the terrible»gr<idge there has beefh betWei^ 
Sieni these thousand eight hundred and oddyeat^,!^ 
witnesss the amicable terms lipen which Caesar ai^ 
Pompey now walk about together ! We are all etKft^ 
byiu 

Adieu, once more. I hiavc a letter from Fetdittatidi 
supplicating me to write to him. He is by this tinfie, I 
suppose, on his way'to Parkton Castle. My mOthet 
has been very gbbd to spare us both so long. '* ^" 

Firewel. Touts ever, ' '*' 
Julia LfisMbw.^' 



LETTER XXII. 

- . ■ * 

msn lESMORt: TO PERBIKAim UmWOM/BSQ. 

^ mffhgrcrce Ptlrk, 9di^itfr "^^ 

It is so long, My id€af Ferdmand, shite I'hav^ tMi 

•ceaiion to^address a regularletter to you, ttttft^f fee! "ttft 

if i-hard^'kn^w hbw to liccompKah ilie undei'^aiftf g^ 



IlP^emW, wVnyou'Werein Ifelaiicl, thr^^ oir foujt 
years ago, I used, after long urging from my mother; 
fo come at last to a despierate resolutioxi-— take, a she^ 
of slippery gilt pipir, a new clarified* pen, ap4 'with 
some pale UuisHlnki which I thought made the writhii 
kK)k neatisr, begin, it\ my best hand^* half way dotm 
the page, a ftn-mal-— ^-i-" My dear broth^ei^r' theti 

Eause ; draw my fdhaJr nearer the table ; straighteath^^ 
lack lines which, fpr the QOi\yepieQ|:e of writing even, 
I then snugly used ; and after some meditation, joyfully 
C9€oUect that I had yet put iiodate^ Dowathen it west^ 
at the right hand comer of the leaf, and always at fuH 
leogth^ as tbo^: ^^^Fda-kton Cafsde^Shropsbire^ Monday, 
3 o dock, Sept. 23^ \%r-^J**' Then another long pmsei 
fiaally suci^eded by » beginning to this effect s-^^^ ^e 
i¥cre very happy to beal? you had safely landed at Dub* 
^Un« : Mamma and X were very sorry you. had sorough 
H passage; $. but we hope the w£ather: will be calmer 
when you return. I suppose you ard very gay at I>ub«» 
Un : we are dt:dl enough here,'^ &€•< 

Now, having lost au relish for the juvenile simplicity 
of this style, yet not acquired any mher one jot better, 
rfed a little reluctant to expose miyself to such com pa- 
lisons as you may be.pleased to make, between .my insi-* 
{Hdity at fifteen, and my insipidity at twenty. I assure 
you I must receive^ very speedy answer to diis, and, a 
great many encouraging complkacnts, or my vanity will 
fake the alarm, and I shall wait another foi^rorfive 
years before I ventured address you again. 

What do you expect me to say to you^ ? I lire under 
the same roof^ it k^tmc^ with yotir £aEtr etislaveri but^ 
a9 I observe her nbt with ttheqdick discerning eye of a 
lovei, I diiiidisGOwer^Bodiing very new or hfiUiadt toi^ll 
y0u cointerBiiiff theri / She loohst, as tieacfy as possible^ 
ihe iSiime as: imm you? aamh ikut iasi f visits cr mresves 
pretty much the same people ; dresses, as well as I can 
remeaaiMi^ 'ttndtf hi the sam^ oiatiiit^i anrf'idkn&on- 

veL. I. Q 



stratesall her accustomed cheerful a weetnew of teoDptrj 
Perhaps^ you had rather I had told you she was growa 
pensive and peevish. In that case, you might have the 
consolation of flattering yourself her disposition waa 
aoured by your absence i but truth compels me, how- 
ever reluctantly, to declare, she has never plagued us, 
with a single whim, never pouted, never scowled 9tmy. 
body in the house, and that her gaiety, 

' -E*/ lampeggiar de TangeUco wo*. 

lure as genuine and as fascinating as ever.— 'Poor Fer^ 
dinand ! 

WeH, but may I now profene this paper by talking 
of any thing else f Much as I love her, and gladly as 
I \iyuld oblige you, I must confess it would tire me eSc- 
ceedingly to ring the changes, through a whole letter, 
upon ner dark blue eyes, her chesnut hair, her ruby 
lips, her dimpled x:heeks. All these y«m cduld describe 
to die full as well as myself, I will answer for it ; and 
really nothing else occurs to me, just now, to say of her* 
So pray let me converse a litde about meaner mortals* 
, Sir Henry and Lady Tresilian, though often absent 
for a few days, continue to make Westhill their head^ 
quarters* The latter, who, to thift hour, remains as 
harmless and simple a» I was when I wrote niy former 
pretty, litUe, prim letters to you, is not a being of whom 
it is possible to say ten words, unless you happen to be 
speaking of her to an utter stranger. Then, it is Ho bad 
amusement to describe her formal figurd, and precise 
demeanour; butyt>u are not unacquainted with these 
attributes: I shaJl therefore put her upon the shelf, 
where, if she rested till her husband chose to take her 
down, I b^lie^e she might abideio peace fntt'tbe day of 
doom. ' Sir Henry is a person of whom more might be 
recorded, both gopd and bad r i>ut at present we do sot 
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see intich df him* I confess, that with all ihe faults at- 
tributed to him, and all those which he permits to be so 
iapparent^ I cannot he^ liking him : he is an odious 
husband, I allow ; yet every now and then, such symp- 
toms of good-nature, and such indications of a natural- 
ly well-disposed mind peep forth^ that it seems no more 
irtian common justice to suppose, he mtght\i2cvt. been as 
worthy as he is agreeable, had he married any thing 
4>etter than a breathing automaton. Yet, as he chose 
her himself, he ought certainly to abide by his half-ani- 
-mated bargain with more decency. 

Lord Litchmere, who, like another Nimrod, means 
thta winter to become " a mighty hunter," is establish- 
ed ^t R^shley. I foi^^tel that he wiU%o effectually dear 
the county of foite^V^h^t I have been advising Mr. Ar- 
cher to replenish bis poultry court with the rarest and 
-finest birds he can get, as they may now live in perfect 
veciirtty,^ without the usual prec^utioh of being driven 
Jiome to roost every night by the old woman we have 
iso often seen at $jLip-set, limping after the pea-fowls, 
'guinea-hens, smd turkeys. 

^ We are all on the point of turning actresses, and are, 
^e^t'week, by way of celebrating Emma Cecil's birth- 
day, to referesent a little iPreniih comedy. Madame de 
St» Hermme, who enters with spirit into everything 
csdculated to give others pleasure, makes a very impor- 
^^t^ffair of t^ching us to recite our parts with *^ good 
accent and discretion." Yet is she not, at this time, in 
her accustomed spirits. Her son, whom she lately had 
reason to believe on the point of contracting a very de- 
sirable marriage, all at once has wholly discontinued 
writing to her: and, by some imperfect accounts she 
haa received from a friend in town, there seems cause 
to apprehend the match is either unaccountably retard- 
ed, or entirely broken off. You, who are well acquaint- 
ed with Monsieur de St. Hermine, might write to him, 
or to some common friend, and try to, discover the reason 



of bk mysterious ailence. I am sure j^Mi-will uke a 
lively interest in all that concerns a wpman you so just* 
ly admire: indeed you ought; for she loves you, I 
sometimes think, almost better than her own Albert. 

Mrs. Neville has been half resolved upoiv dvQw^ipg 
or poisoning herself* She has ha(| a furious aitaQjc q^ 
rranz/i and spleen : but tbe bustle of preparing for, ouf 
dramatic performance revives her a little. Poor sc^u}! 
the malady of having nothing to do^, and nobody 1^ 
herself to care for^ destroys her by inches ! Aft^^^H, 
Ferdinand, if Geraldine remains insensible, yoq, i|^i^ 
turn your attention to the fair and idle possesspf of 
Westhill. Once upon a time you certainly wwl^^^ 
have been avjerse to such a reconamendatipQ,; X am i|j^ 
sure you might not be charged witK having Jiltj^d h^ 
abominably ; and decidedly think, you ougj^t^eii^ier tp 
find her another flirt,, or to resume the .^haraq^r yo^f^ 
self, at least during the three ensuing gloomy mp^tl^ 
When the London season begins, she will b^ Jl^ett^jt!.,^^ 

My paper will contain no more nonsense, unless | 
turn it, and write crossways ; and I never yet kne,w,a 
man who couldever bear the sight of a letter so^Ueo^ 
They all look sneering and impertinent if tbe^^^e ^ 
miss read in jg; one of these sort of epistles; andlj^Vf 
made a vow never to open a letter froni a longnwinde^ 
correspondent in presence of apy of your saycy sltXm^,^.J^ 

Adieu, my dear brother. Pray be at home tO; r;ef 
ceive me when I return to Park ton Castle, smd^, j^f 
your reward, I wiir endeavour to bripg you some 
friendly, at least, if not tender message from the fair 
Geraldinei She now seids her best respects |o my fnpr 
ther, and compliments to yourself. Adieu, ^nd believe 
me your very affectionate sister, ^; 

Julia I^bsmori^ >} 
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LETTER XXIli. 

MISS LESMORE TO MRS. LUMLEY. 

Highgrovc Parij Oct. 24L 

' Once mare I return to my old tUMie of writing long 
letters. Thi^ will probably be an enormous cme : but 
I shall take my time over it, as we are now, after our 
reoent bustle, so perfectly quiet again, that I may allow 
myself a week to endit& it, without fear of letting events 
tecumulate faster than I can record them* 

Our pretty litde play was performed last night, to a 
frieiully and select audience, with all the success ima- 
ginable. Yoii both, my dear sisters, are well acquaint^ 
jed with theidisposition of the apartments in this house* 
Vou will therefore understand me, when I describe to 
jpou die situation of our tiny theatre. It was erected at 
idfne end of the drawing-roonr, next the folding door 
that opens into the library. This latter apartment was 
converted into a dressing-room for the performers ; 
and here, likewise had been placed our harp and piano^ 
forte. The stage was raised about a foot from the 
floor, and though not I^rge enough to bring us close to 
the audience, was of sumcient extent to enable us to 
move about with convenience and security. We had 
no painted scenes ; but Mr. Archer permitted us to 
make what use we pleased of his magnificent orange- 
trees, myrtles, and other green-house plants ojp various 
heights and sizes, which, with a quantity of m6ss, we 
contrived to arrange in such a manner, as to produce 
the effect of a luxuriant grove, the exact scene we want- 
ed. The floor, and back of the stage, were covered 
with green baize ; and w€: had a front curtain suspend** 
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ed to an ornamented frame, on which was painted this 
motto : 



(( 



Piece out oar imperfectiofui with year thpug^ts*'.** 



Just before the curtain^ was a row of lamps, which cast 
a very brilliant light upon the stage, but were shaded 
from the company, who sat at as great a distance as the 
room n^ould permit, upon forms gradually rising one 
above the other. 

The party coUeeted to beh<dd our evening's enter- 
tainment, consisited of Mn and Mrs* £verley, and 
O)lonel CourtviUe ; Lord Litchmere ; a Mr. and Mrsw 
£bmner, worthy eklers^now on a visit here; Sir Henry 
and Lady Tresilian^ Mrs. Fairfsx and her pretty 
daughter ; and four or five other neigMionrs, whose 
names, I believe, you have never heard me mention. 

Except these nameless personages, all the test of tht 
company above enumerated had dined with us, im 
cludmg Emma Cecil, the intended Cufidof the nighty 
and the original cause of this festive undertakiaig. Mc. 
Everley, who, you may remember, had once been s^ 
pointed by Mrs. Neville, poet iq ordimuy to herself 
and friends, gave us on this occasion^ a vtry appropri^ 
ate specimen of his ability to fill die office. The verses 
which I here transcribe, written by him in honour of 
Emma's birth-day, were presented to her shortly af^r 
she arrived. 

'■'>-, 

t The b\id first p^epi&g at, the world* 

A» if unwilling to be seeii , 

Till all its foliage is unfurl'd. 
The emblem g^m of gay fourteett. - 



And still resemblance further goes ; 



For all that's sweet, and fresh, and cleap^ 



ler go 
^resh, 
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* Chorus to King Heory y. ' . ^ ;, 

t These lines are the production of a friepd^ . < x 



^ WlMi ^iMUpmrv ill the eiurly rose. 

Is found in fragrafi^ gay fourteen. 

^igciauttUy aitlet% Y<M ef fi^e» 

Sju^iop,. eBv)b batitdi ^keen* 
The «ge excepted tnost £n)m bile. 

Is sufe gobd-natur*d, gay fotuteen. 

WiMtefer the fisslarety or the tba^» 
. Tjbe gen'ral countenance or xnicn^ 
They ne'er so well from blame escapne 
As at the age of gay fourteen. 

.. Ifever free frofViielfidi. vie wff 

And all that's sordid, base, andmeaOf 
^r^il mortals can a bribe refuse, 
'Tis at the age of gay fourteen. 

Then flourish on, thy sweets disclost {-^ 

Long on that smiling face be seen 
The beauties of the summer rose. 

The sptring^l^e fteshness of fourteen ! 

: These stanzsB B»t only fiBed the modest Httle Emma 
wilk gratrful stirpmse^nd delight, but excited in every 
tmt 11^ heasid man, the warmest approbation ; espe* 
cially in Sir Henry Tresilian, whose fondness for his 
well-disposed young charjge, renders every testimony 
of kindness or attentkm which mray be shown to her 
peculiarly gratifying to him. 

- £%ht t^dockin ihe eveimsg was the hour fixed upon 
for dratmng up th& curtaifu Every body we expected 
being arrived, we Were waitkig, all completely equip- 
ped, in our tempoi^afy dressing-room, till Madame de 
St. Hermine should give the signal for the werture to 
begin. GeraldiBe was already seated at the piano- 
forte, and I at my harp, when we heard a soft tap at 
ihe library door. Emma, in her little heathen dress, 
ran to open it ; and, preceded by Mr. Archer, who 
ahoi:dd enterbut my brother ? 

Ydu will oisily conceive the surprise his unexpected 
appearance 'ex(;]e«l« That which I experienced, tow^ 
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ever, was not wholly undiitbd with 'm^^ll^ioii : « 
painful suspicion crossed tnv* mind that iiky mother 
was ill, and, whilst eag^y uiquiritig how he had left 
her, I scarcely dared raise my e^ to Ms iisce. 

" Mrs. Lesmore is perfectly well, my dear Jidia^** 
said Mr. Archer, unusually solicitous to answer for 
him. ^^ No evil tidings from Parkton Castle hav€ 
brought your brother hither: but, attracted by the 
fame of our brilliant theatricals, he is come ai^iorigst us 
to take a peep at them. I feared, howeVer, the sudden 
sight of such an addition to our audfenctf iti^ghi ' cause 
some little confusion in your memories, and tb^refoise 
conducted him in a moment, just to^hake hands widi 
you, previous to taking his place ia pit,^ box, or gallery, 
whichever he prefers." 

During this speech, Madame de St. Hermiae and 
Mrs. Neville, had approached and welcomed Les- 
more, the one with all her woiited cordiality, the other 
with the most evident symptoms of satknactton smd 
pleasure. Geraldine, meanwhile, siknt and motionleas, 
betrayed, I thought, feelings of embarrassineiM and 
vexation. > 

" What is the matter, my love?" whispered I, lem^ 
ing over her ch^ir ; ^* are you sorry that Ferdinand Is 
come?" ,?.. 

• " To own the trutfi," answered she^ with a fctttsed 
smile, ^^ I really am. He will think ail this so silly P' ' 
- ^^ He is not quite such a churl, I hope : but jo^ ard 
so ready to think ill of him, that you almost deserve { 
shoi^M tell him what you say." t : 

*^ O no, no ; that would be too sevefe a puinishinefit 
for my frankness !" 

Just then Ferdiiiand came towards us, unconscious 
of what had been passing between us. His iir^ ig^ 
dress to her was compounded of a happy mixture ^ 
^Uteness and freedom ; the tone of his voice, always 
peculiarly gende when he speatm tafaer^ and the arart of 



Hplf-6Uppre88edy4n4^BcriM3(lt e9;preQ9ion of joy a) again 
ba^lding her, which sparkled in his eyes, gratified and 
reassured her* She. shook off the momentary chagrip 
^at had assailed her» a$id gave to him a reception per- 
fe,c;|lv cheerful and unconstrained. 

Mr. Archer allowed them not lonp; to continue their 
parley*. He reminded^ us that our friends were all a&- 
si^mblfil in the adjoining rQom, and urged us to begin 
Ifnjthout delay j( after w^hich, taking Lesmore by the 
arm, he was going with him towards the door, when 
I stopped them a mooaent, to say to my l^rotben— 

" Dt^d you receive my letter before you left home? 
And have vqi^ attended to the request it contained ?" 

I Eluded to aqommissfon I had given him relative 

(to Madame de St. Benpine's som He instantly unr 

def^tOod mfit and, significantly preying my hand^ 

ai;is>^eredi|^,a.low voice*— 

. ^^ I haye : but I entreat you, ask me no (questions tiU 

wreariei.alQnef" 

Jjibis. repi^ s^i^med me, and excited in my^ind a 
djjtj^ftand iiii^easia^t cpnjectures : I saw by his look^ 
the was profoundly in earnest, and trembled for 
atr he might have to 4isclose. There w;as no time, 
^ifrever, to dyreU upon vague surmises* .$0Qn after 
• Archer and be had left us, Madame de St. Her- 
mlQei Q|xr n^ans^er smd prompter, rung the little bell 
wl^chi |[:^led^^Qn us for the overture* I dew to my 
1 1 ]\Ir^^eville stood by us to turn over the leaves ; 
iv Henry affected to beat time with his caduceu^; 
mma em[Aoyed herself^ for the last time, in re-rperur 
sing ber part, and we boldly struck up. 

From the moment the first chord vibrated upon my 
ears, the various apprehensions and panics^ which, 
dMTtng die last week, had perpetually haunted me, a^ 
.^be< thoughts of the undertaking in which we had enr 
|;aged, vanished as.if ^y magic A similar revolutioi^ 
^ook place in Geraldine, and we played almost as firmly 
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as if we had been" practhA^g in private* Indeed, rflfe 
had repeatedly declared, that what her uhcte ^nd Mti- 
dame de St. Hermine sanctioned, and what she had 
voluntarily agreed to attempt, she wais determined t6 
perform with the best grace in her power, I fi^4t%tl 
for a minute, that the unlooked-for arrival of Pbrdi- 
nand, would damp her couragcf :. but he has not y^ At- 
tained sufficient, importance in her eyes, fot'^ after ^ht 
quitted the libraiy, she seemed to forget he w£» in tftt 
house. 

I can convey to you no idea of the adniirable 6fF46ct, 
the spirit, and consequence, she gave to her litde part : 
in her countenance, and in the expression of her vbide, 
there was a sort of chastened archnesis i a spbr^ivi^ness 
BO original, yet so dditate ; a variety so amu^ngf aiif) 
an intelligence so perfect of the author's meanfilg, ' that 
I was more than once in danger of losing 'riiy' own ^&r, 
by paying involuntarily, too much attent^pn td her per- 
formance. Mrs. Neville, to dp her justice, was de- 
lifi;hted^so ; but her manner gave me tfiore^ the id 
of acting' : she knew not how to touch an^ ti{>rigKi' 
passage so lightly f gay as she naturally is, yet, in^ 
assumed character; her* vivacity was more artificisA,:1icff 
movements, though graceful, V^cre l^ss easy :^ iii^iilifibl^ 
on^ gave us the idea of Geraldine really placed' in tlib 
situation she represented, and speaking ^idibutii^ 
meditation : the olh^r set before us^ sttijli^ ^^7 '^ 
lierself—-an imitation, not always advjantageous,^'-^!^ 
Mrs. Neville in her holiday disposition. Another 
circumstance, also, which tended to diminish the plea- 
sure we might have received, was the disparity of lief* 
figure, elephant as it is, to the character she persoaated. 
Hers is a form and face that would better have suitetf^ 
msne^ic Juno, or the •'laughter loving*' goddess Rtaf- 
self, than any of her youthfully-tiinid, and yet spCfr^^ 
attendants. I will not, however, dwell upon trifiiibj| 
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impeifectioDS : imra the whole sibe susuin^ her bor- 
rowed part most a0fnirabiy. 

*1But our youbgtiufud was the prodigy of the night. 
I sh^U.nevei: ^ease being surprised at the unexpected 
confers disiplayed by a chifcl, naturally so shy, and 
n^pituaUy s9 curbed* In the first place, she looked her 
Qharacterpompletely ; her well-proportioned, yet, for 
h^r age, diminutive figure J her extremely pretty, but 
di^di^h face ; hi^r elegant attire; and her young, 
t^bugh ^stinct and sensible mode pf articulation, gave 
tp her suph advantages, that whoever saw her, saw the 
most perfect image of the roguish little deity which 
mortal eyes can ever hope to behold. By turns sub* 
missive an4 designing — desponding and triumphant-— 
menacing and imploring— -she knew how to vary, with 
every varying sentiment, the inflections of her voice, 
and the cast of her countenance : but what she repre- 
sented best^ was a certain mutinous and spoilt-child 
sullenness-— a pouting, yet comic importance, the most 
qharacteristic and entertaining imaginable. Her pro- 

g^nciation of the language was pure and correct: she 
irnt it early of a iParisian native, and nothing could 
exceed the propriety of her accent, 
'/i'fow who will take up the pen and say a civil word 
for Sir Henry, Mrs. Everley, and your poor Julia? 
of the Erst, indeed, I can truly assert, that his dress be- 
^aidpe him e^xtrem^ly i but his acting was utterly spoilt, 
by i^ disposition to laugh, which he several tinies found 
ft impossible to conquer, and which affected his voice 
ilii ^ very perceptible degree. Mrs. Everley never ap- 
eared till the last short scene : and as for me, the part 
chosen^ wai so insignificant, that I 4cfy even 
dine to have given it interest or spirit. . ;! 

Our dresses, made of coloured crape, and the light*' 
^€^. ^|{u|^,Q§| pruh^iM: silyer U^ were suchastpe 
Graces, whom *we dare'd to personate, would not^ I 
thioki on days of gs^^i h^ve di^dSM^^d to wear. We 
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eath luid a wreath of roses bound round bar ludr ; asid 
baskets of flowers, gsurlands, &c« were profusely scat- 
tered about the stage. 

A litde air, learnt by ear, and beautifi^ljr suog by 
^* Cupid,^ prince of gods and men'*^'," followed by a ^ 
neral dance connected with the subject of the piece, 
concluded our well-rewarded exertions. The curtaia 
dropped amidst such acclamations of applause at, I bi^ 
lieve, were seldom heard in a sober, private houae i aid 
whilst we were yet standing upon die stage, laughmg^at 
the flattering uproar, Mr. Archer stole hehind the scenee 
to embrace, thank, and praise his lovely niece! Sir 
Henry likewise appeared enchanted at the. success ^ 
Emma Cecil ; who, resuming, as soon as her &ctitio«(s 
character w^s laid aside, all her accustomed diffidiSfic^e 
and simplicity, received his caresses and commenda- 
tions with blushing and unaffected modesty. She is a 
truly sweet ahd amiable little creature ! 1, 

Whilst the two fond uncles were lavishing encon^- 
ums upon their respective favourites, Mrs. Neville and 
Ij agreed to join the company in the drawing-room* Ik 
our way thither, we were met by Ferdinand, Lord 
Litchn;iere, and Colonel CourtviUe*. They were JtH 
coming to offer to us their tribute of appfiay^e; {ji^t, 
finding that Mrs. Neville chose not to be detainpi),, il^c 
two latter turned back, and attended her into the draw- 
i|ig-rooih. Ferdinand pursued his way towards the 
spot where Geraldine still remained ; and 1 follo#e4 
him, partly with a view of renewing my inquiries ri^l%- 
tive to Monsieur de St. Hermine, and pardy fronil a 
desire of witnessing his first address, after the. fs^ pf 
th^ curtain, to the fair representative of the spril^ds 
Euphrosyne. i 

^ ttodk hold of his arm, and Was begil^ning to ^aqit 
aJbiief eiq[>lanation of the tny^teiious spetcli^Ji^'in^^ 

'^'S^ntlmeiital Joilrae^ 
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onrhii firti i^V^^ : but, \ytfm M ^WtU^ff % eu- 
riftai^/Gl^ral^fi^ iiiid' %miii'#t%at approachi^d lis* 
Perd^and inmr^iaiti^ t|iiitti^d me^^^mid, stepping' d]^ to 
the fotm^r, smd^ With gr^ataiiimatibn, ' 

** Were I to exprWsf tt> ydu, Miss Faoconberg/ha|f 
the pleasUlt your petformance of this evening has given 
mt^ you wbbkt Accuse me of 'eiftraVag^fnce and hyjfcr- 
bdfok IliaveseenVitn tme,m6re impisisdibheddt^ 
andihaireseeil^^moreekal ted characters : btit any thiAg 
sd^sweeAy nat<aral,80 inhocently playful, so jd8t^>6weU 
flKbsqpted to ^^ efe^nt and classical bemgyou iie|]^re«' 
seitt^d, I hlid foriiied no conception of : and but that we 
cduld never replace the less of Miss Fauconberg, I 
should be attempted to wish her always td'appear to us 
in the semblance of Euphrosyne!" 

His voice, his looks, whilst hef^ gave utterances to these 
si^ntim^ts, bore witness to the sincerity with which 
they Were spoken : never did he display mot^ spirit and 
eamestness.'^I saw that Geraldine was struck and sur« 
ptised by his manner ; hdr eyes, which at first were di« 
retted towards him without embarrassment, gradualhr 
bent themseWes upon the ground, her cheeks weiae-su^ 
Aided with a brighter gfow ;— -and wheh he paused, she 
seemed neither to know what to do with her looks, nor 
hbw to utter a single sentence. To relieve her from a 
confiirion which I was well assured must be painful, 
diough it made h^ leiok ifrettier than ever, I now said-^ 

** You best taxi tell, rtf dear brotheir, how Miss Fau- 
cotiberg came to imbibe such rigid notions of your sub- 
Ikne wisdom ; but certain it is, that when she first saw 
you this evening, ibe repiried ^t yo^ presence, and ex- 
pressed a fear that you would think lilfaU feols for en- 
gaging in such a scheme^^ 

H iS-ar Julia/* cried she, repi*osichfally^ *^ why do 
you tell this ?" ' 

^ To'>moririf(^ and punish me ;" <*Med Ferdinand. 
«^ I amy ^ve d^senred it ; yet I am gjrieV^ to find 
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d^nm mei grieved that she wsSi|QC>^ii4€||iro^^^ 
tQ enteitsm more gende and iinlv^geiilf t^iCM^^ 

Poor G^raldine looked exceedia^yi £oolU)^;i I^M: 
ndiilst the wae detiberamig what to savt It^fi^i^f^ l^^^"^ 
ed to Emma Cecil, andaddre89ed.toli(|r««c0fl«^ 
the most flattering aod weU-de$enred i: m^ boihr Jf^eftt 
with him in ejLtolling her admiraUji; per&rimPte, Md^ 
afterwards proceeded together to thii. dm,w'va%ifS0i9t^iiHr 
, I will not tire you with a r^ft^^onQit hri$ t^ft €^W^> 
teotts thin^ that were said to us the momeiit iwecllllry! 
peared^ Peihapss however, I mighty wifthoutjiicmir^^ 
the risk of fistiguing you, relate the pretty «peeeHfS)t|^j 
Vfere made to my selil Bitf the apphuse, I wjtt. n(Hi ii^ 
it flattery", which was poured upon Eupkrost^ne^ it wofM : 
really be a serious labour to record. Her sister Cii9iajMi 
were considered but as secondary beings ; a»sat|j^)|i^ 
to the fair, unrivalled planet. Wherever she tWMilf . 
all eyes were fixed upon her, and every heeu^t pffm^. 
s^med to delight in seizing tte occasion to praiatiiie^: 
without restraint. r i?y 

Were I to moralize upon this subject, I should tigrt' 
that diough her beauty and talent were] whalci^t 
forth, in the present instance, such sigmd «M fttnaot* 
i|ious mark^ of ifavour^, yet the distinction she^mei wjib 
had its origin in the general attachaieol aOdi^mridhiHee? 
<3^ited by hier conciliating dii|)ositioii, stiUmore^dMii 
ip the admiration awakened l^r her persomA actbin* 
plishments. Without courting- popularity i. ei^e^ hy 
gentleness of manners and pronipliti»dk to oblige, dheii^ 
throughout the i^upty, botib withimen 9^d woamfy die 
aipst popubr pmn^^ I «ver knew* U her unde choM 
to become a candidate for thebomus^ I.think that^^fay} 
merely allowing h^ to a^lvl^ for hlf», his would te 
assured of success. . a c 

Lady TreslUani tho9|^ m}mlAfm^^thmi$A^ I be-' 
iseve, witiiibi |>8^7ifr nirc^ h»Akwi$jxkliitue^^^ 



edrlft tiie^/dmi^%4^«is the ^HMcHEM^^f ll9«isA6)^6lo& 

ibuf «e> ««»d l)Kir lidtiie; as if HfM lufr pHifcttifl ^^ett- 
^cB^Mitet6^biMi^'^hpiir4eff^^ Hale hifp^tawsk nf 
IfceeWMVWhol^ftt^nfeltfc* ^ ^ 

it ii411 lidt #iil*pri9!e J'tm the 

ttitle ghd hsd seiiifdd^ bb^ fiiie m^uine^ hi rtic i^oom, 

4«fe#e )ii^]<^slM»tMi€ Hum Wl^ li^r u{S'dre«sed as she 

^asf tjiiWdr^ wiiigs, and idl, )#«i hilg^ f adlati sh^i^r, and 

tnmriisdh^r oiF lo the ce^klge, in whtc^ a-tnaid ^waa 

waiting to attend her to Westhill. Our united entreatits 

that the peof lintegbd m%lll bb^towadto staty stfjpper, 

were totatty disregarded. Lady IVesitian^ as obsunale 

as he is fabled to be fbischltfvoiis, dedared hierself di^* 

t^mined <jn no account to break through her uKual re- 

gutetioft^* Eimila depart^ , therefore ; but wtdi such 

^vmiiuT«iurin|fyt»igllalfon,>thkt WeaU fe much pkas- 

^d With tii^ sweetness 6f her temper^ as conci^ned at 

'liar^K«i|^k>intffieht. 1 think this tiMld^af takes of the 

(sdadid, cdnt^med B&mrit of otir Oefaldine. Yet, how 

diffibrem are fheir sitnatioBSf atld h(^W different^ miU 

they have been br6u^t up! Tbe one, a living proof 

thatsome n^mchLCtet^tanHdthti^k^ has been reared in 

the Itm df hidtigence, fostered by ^ncdiH^geanfem ; and, 

thoUgWan or{Amiifk)«n childhood, eotvsidered as an ob- 

jeist of the fim iaipottatiee'ty her siSfvtttfeig protector $ 

adored by his friends; assured <^f anftinple paternal 

'tfuc^fcssfon ; sRfd tfiCighti tmMfeot^r^td ^eMsider herself 

'as heiress to the greatest part of his eattetishre i^operty. 

f^ese mn i^cuaiftiatnce^ W|ltibh;^cdrcting to the usual 

course of thingSi are but too weU caletdit^ to -awaken 
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wkat I can iiQderataiia«thDttg^4Mfar^l^ r eaifds die 
loM of her pfurentft, in aiimiiar yedi lP»lign t»« cntifkd 
tQ litlie or no fortuae, M^ tm yonage^t of a lin|^ 
,fiM9(^7^aU4iap«tfedaiiijaog<iii^^ Sowr 

fipirnvheiiig bro^t fbrfirardf avi4 tital^ - with pec^Ikir 
tfnderaeiiSvahe is, by. one <^ her guardiiHMi oteadily rt- 
fHressed, and methodicdly sobdiied s whikt^h^ tiie oiher,. 
•he k openly eiiQOiiragea to rebeliioo, and wkh ipjtidi* 
cious fondneaa oiade a playthings and exposed to tlie 
danger of being made a |ietulant fool* let ai« bolh 
these, welt-tempered minds exempt from ^le faults to 
which theirseveral modes of edueatioii rendered fh^ 
obnoxious :--»with all her present advwtages and fuliMie 
high prospects, GeraMiQe is as humble as £mma, in 
^r comfortless and insecure position, is unrepming «id 
amiable. 

We sat down, seventeen or etghteeo^ to a vety eis- 

Smt supper, the three Graces cotidescending to forego 
eir nectar and ambrosia for mere mortal dainties ; and 
benignly exerting themselves to prove their title to tl$e 
high estimation in which they have ever bee^ held* ' ;^ 

Our company departed not dU twelve o'clock ; some 
of them, ind^d, and Mrs* and Miss Fairfax Were of 
the number, remained here all night ; ^^e others ttelmi^ 
in high glee : and soon after, c^mcludiog th^t thebij^i- 
ness g{ the day was over, Geraldine, Madame de'Sl* 
Hermine, and I were proceedingto our chambers^ when 
Mr. Archer and Lesmore, who alone remained down 
suirs, called us back, and entreated us to allow ^ma 
few minutes' conversation. We looked at each <nh^ 
with some surprise, but immedisttly i^omplied, and pro- 
ceeded with them into the study*. : ' 

There, Mr. Archer ^ook IVfadame de Su Hermine 
asidS) and whilst^ in a low voice, he communicated t^ 
her what he hs^ lo say, my. b|?otber,addr96sing hims^ 
to Geraldine, ^aidf 
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ili^lffti«ftt^iiitemgef^e of ymjtki i attt jthe b^er^ tili& 
jroorfrienck w^i«g6iie,ftQdthe^ of the eveniog 
Wfts over* I cad now tio l<mger conceal from you whtt 
'fAvi Archer is at this tnomcDt reiuctamly announcii^ 
,V> M^dfime deSt. Herfiiine :-^her son, I fesnr, 19 deri*' 
9119I7 iddtspoaed, a^nd k wHl be necessary for her immer 
4iAtely to take a joufftey totown." 

*\ Ohfd^fi^t Madaitie de St. Hermine T'exc^med 
G^eraldine, ^ how I grieve for the distress' these tidUog^ 
'%iU give h^ !-^— She i^aU not go to town alcme, howe^ 
Ver 1 i am mre my UQcle wiQ not refuse .to let me ac- 
cotiipatiy her, at ati^e whe^n my presense may,perhapi» 
isqoth and support her !*' 

^' Your presence, dear Mi8$ Fwconbcrg/* resumed 
iPerdihand, ^^ would indeed, on ahy oilier occasion be k 
support the most cbe^ttg ahd consolatory ; but in th& 
caseitwbidd be of little avail to her, and the joulrney 
wpuld be whoUy iiimnroper for you. Monsieur de S|» 
Hermine is iH att a not^, from whence he camnot be 1^ 
present removed, aiid where of xodnte, his mother wifl 
establish her abode* To me this circumstance is im- 
material^ and I travelled hither from Parkton Castle 
Ifeith the news, solely for jhe purpose of offering my 
>^ehdabce to Madame de St. Hermine, as well during 
hei" journey, as after her arrival in town.'* 
>^^Cleriadiile,abxioQS smd af&icted as she was, could 
not be insensible to the kindness of such a plan. In the 
openness of her hgart^ she laid her hand unconsciously 
upon l^erdinand^s arm, andi regardiiigihim with the 
most grateful approbation, said, ^^ This is being a friend^ 
indeed J How much are we all indebted to you for such 
a thought!'* . . ' , 

t 11.1^^ by the frankness of 

'her nitaQer, atid the expressive softness of her voice 
and countonaiite, gently raised her hand to his lips, but 
^d hot immediately speak. <7eraldine appeared a Bttle 
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^^k, and she iiistaatly so^ig^ to dip^^^^igifr^lii^^'^^ 
0tt not so much with displeasure and ahiruptiiess, as 
^nrith shame ^ leaving apparendy invited the freedom* 

^* From whom, my dear Ferdinand/' said I, ^^ had 
you the news of Monsieur de St. Hermine'sUlness ^^ 

^^ From a lady to whom i am ,an^ utter sttangisr ; a 
Mrs. Selforth, whose daughter, w^ lately he|u*4« he w|^ 
UPQO^ the point of marrying. I had^ in consequence of 
what I learnt from you« written immediately ^Albeiet 
Ihimself, and to anptlier friend, now accidentally, pi 
town* Mrs. Selfoith, who, I imagine, wa^ with hupi 
when my letter arrived, opened it at his desire, ^dtbeii 
^dertook, as his amanuensis, briefly j^o inform me (^ 
his illness, but without entering into any detail. By 
the same post I received a more explicit accojupt, from 
the other correspondent to whom I had applied. H|S 
communication, I own, alarmed iae con8idei:ably.'' . 

We entreated him to eiq)lain h^nseif ; and, lowering 
his voice,, he added, ^^ Monsieur de St. Heripine h^s 
been engaged in an affair of honour: he is himself 
wounded, I believe severely : but his ant^onist ha^i 
been so much a greater suffereri that his l^fe^ it is feiar- 
cd, is in danger.** ^ 

" Oh, what accumulated horrors ! How Mrill.|jtv^ 
news wring his p#or mother's heart !" .; ^^ 

** We must hope the be8t,'^ cried Ferdinand^ endea- 
vouring to reassure her ; ^^ they may both recover : 
even before we reach town, the dagger may be pasu— « 
At all events^ I beseech yc^i^ my dear Miss Faucoi|« 
berg, for Madame de St. Hermine's sake, to moderiM;e 
your apprehensions : to see you thus agitated, will in- 
crease her own alarm.'' 

: •** For tlte^ world would I not do that !'* cried^ iihe, 
speaking more calmly. — ^^ But^ indeed, the. accojuilt 
you give is truly dreadful ! A young man in a foreign 
country, with few friends, and no established repuia- 



opponent.towch. extremity v^ for'ffis surviving con* 
nexioDs, a blow heavier than any he could inflict I-^-Ob, 
Ml*. Lesmore! if his adversary shoulddie, what will 
become of the unfortunate Albert, and his still more 
unfortunate mother !^' 

«^ You view this business in too tremendous a light,'* 
cried Ferdinaiid ; ^^ I entreat you to subdue these ter* 
rors. Be assured that no exertion it may be in my 
jiQwer to make for Monsieur de St* Hermiiye's advan- 
;^ge shall be neglected or omitted*. I feel sanguine i|i 
^flfty hopes of a favourable termination to this affair : en- 
4i^vQur to participate in ^ese cheering expectations* 
;You know not how it |;rieves me to have inflicted upon 
you so mu<:h pain*'V 

^^ You are very good, and I thank you most siocerer 
^ly for the interest you take in this alarming transaction* 
The greatest consolation I shall have, will be the reflec- 
tion that Madame de St. Hermine is attended and ad- 
. vised by so kind.a fxiend* When does she begin her 
journey V^ 

"Your uncle has, already given orders for every 
thing to be in readiness by day •break. We shall travel 
post, and probably reach town, at an early hour, the day 
after to-morrow. 

•,r. Mr. Archer now joined us f and Geraldine seeing 
.Madame de St. Hermine, the very image of melancho- 
ly, seated near a table, her head resting upon her hand, 
ran and thre.w her arms round her neck* v They both 
remained silent some time ; at length Madame de St* 
Herminei rising and taking her^oung friend^s arm^ 
said, 

** Come, my gentle comforter, come with me to my 

rooin, and assist me in giving directions concerning 

.what I ought to take with me. Good night, my bene- 

yolent and excellent Lesmore ! My heart thanks you 

/jforyour generous attention." Then, holding out her 



4tti4 to me. a^e added,/* Coode vrv^ fiW|^|Aptr fi^at:; 
let me »ee au t^kn of my. two {3«loved^|pbxJm^ I 

leave them.^ ,. / 

I flew jto her, grateful for the permission; tad we 
proceeded together to her apartment. 

There, whilst her maid was employed in packing UB, 
lier ^rst eare^was to entreapt, that I would immediately 
write to my mothei^ for leave to remain with Geraldbi^ 
during her absence. 

** The peaceful tenour of this dear chSd's short bit 
happy life," said she, fondly encircling her kind 9tm^ 
-kround het*,' *^ has hitherto be^ exempt, beyond |ip|^ 
common lot, from inquietude ai^ sorrow; It^oao^ 
Tiot to her now in' its least formidable shape i I hooim 
her generous ^eart^ and I know its first pang will rsrtheir 
be aggrsivated than lessened, from the circumstance of 
its being indirectly inflicted, and, as it were, through 
the bosom of another. Stay with her then, my dear 
Julia, during this period of trial, and assist her in sup* 
porting her anxiety for her friend. Griefs merely per- 
sonal, I believe, she could better bear. 

We both wept at this maternally affectiona^ speech. 
iEIow high,yet now just, an opinion did it indicate of her 
|>upirs excellence ! I promised all she required, and 
my ready compliance seemed to give relieif to her heaitt 
She spoke of my brother in such terms of praise andrer 
•gard, as again drew tears, but of delight and exulutioii, 
from my eyes : and Geraldine observing my emotio% 
tenderly kissed me, saying, \ ^i 

" He is a true Lesmore !'* 

** Would that I, who ansi one of the number,'' cried t^ 
** were half as good !" 

" You sdre every thing, dear Julia," said Madame dc 
St.. Hermine, kindly, "that the sister of such a brother, 
the daughter of such a family ^^ ought to be ! I look 
around me in vain for any other young -person so de- 
serving to be the friend of my innocent Geraldine. W|ith 



y&i^hf^^'fAte^ simple manners, herun- 

tOBtttunafled neai^i^ not only safe from perveni^ 
thev are even confirmed and improved. Leaving her 
itfimjba^l feavis herinrith her iecdnd self. And how, 
B^y dear diildren, tet me dismiss you for the night* 
rl^kt JMt of each othi^ ; write tp me often ; and give 
me'your be^ wishes for the speedy disperdon of the 
b^vy ctinid now lowering over my head." 

In vain did Geraldtne, in vain did) we bdth, entreat 
aik would permit ta to tem&in with hfr at least till ^he 
was ready to go to rest. She would not hear of it ; bttt 
i^e^d to our firing iii order to see her in the morning : 
.Mi "Wi^ renewed benedictktos and caresses, sent us 
both away* ' 

We w^re dressed htfoirt fivet>'cloek, and met at Ma- 
dame de St. Hermine's door. She was alreadi^ gone 
down, and we hastened to join her in the library. 

Ferdinand haid' ainticipated us; we found them has- 
tily taking th^ir coffee, add anxioils to be goiie. The 
chaise Was at the door, and Lesniore's servant was 
every moinent eicpected, tasay that all was ready. 

Poor Madame de St. Hermine^s countenance too 
plainly told>the" wretched ai^ sleepless night she had 
{passed. GeriMii^ eontem{^ed tier with the deepest 
nbncernr She f6uiid room for herself on the same chair» 
and, whilst: she laff<fcttofiately kiised her hand, said, 

^ You win write to nie, I am sure, as soon as you 
tffedrfe.'^ - ' 

** Perhaps,** replied Madame de St. Hermine^ ";! 
may leav,e il tOr th» good and deu* friend," looking at 
Ferdinand, ^ to give the first account of me. Wheii 
I am>s^itatedanddiatire8(|ed) I find no task ^difficult 
as thf^t of writing, eveii to those I best love.**^ 

^ Well, then; Mr* Lesmore,f' resumed Geraldine, 
:^ we shall depend upoa you for the earlifest intelligence 
possible^'' 



/ 



. peirfbrniMce of c^^rf'Aoxlg^iMcli I iMMe l il«y gi^ 
jFOu pfeasttfe.'' >>,*...,.,: 

^ Your siifcer, "Mn Lcsinore^" «£d ^MaSw^ di(Sc 
.Hcrmine, ^ has consented Co wfiie hdliie fotrptroiii- 
9km to^efet lier depaitate tifl my i^ecurn* '9nAf66r 
TjDother think ti8 encroachen upon htr ifidtdgeUce V^'^ 

** I will venttt^' to nwwer w6r her eheerfel acqt^ti- 
cenee» Sht wiltnoc be alone ; 1117 mukr Lumley and 
her litde ^rl, tire expected at Parkton Oatfde cvtty 9tf^ 
mad viU remam there a fortnight orthr<^ veelcs*^- '' 

^ But JoUa writhed ao much,'* mid Geraldine, ^^ 
be at home when Mrs. lAimkymd^ierthHdnaid Aifar 
long-expected visit ! I cannot bear that she shOttld^i'lSb 
Sly accomil, be depH^d'cif SBch k "fAtmHidft T ' 

" Yet, here I am d^tennined^" oried i; *• for the p«%- 
«ent to remnin! I aftail "se^ my tnternnin in ^te 
-spring. I kno^'idie iv nfdl, nsditMie it for gnantcd 
my young nataiesake ia a beauty ^ as 1 cannot, thm- 
|bre,bem<twb^nfaMes at once, pkflsi&Yas'tbe hLtmUy 
might be, I ahw content myself "H^fh Miyhig qaitAy 
'^erelwn.'' 

InMlt^nce wai now irou^ lint the (krtl^Lgt wIb 
ready, rerdinand, desirous ^ spaHng the 
,tiodi of Madame de S«. fldqin&ie and htff^plt,^ 
the formd' by ^Kf^hand,1ia]Hi%, ^*)m led hef tcriviuMi 
ihedoor, ^ ' * - 

^* Repeat not your farewelt, but have the bonfiMI^ 
ptetatonce.'' ^ ^' 

Crenddiiie, however, flew kittr d|tei, 'Ad, bdi^ififl^ 
into tears, flung heiaelf into Madame de Su BMttl^s 
arms. Neither of ^rfi could tipeak'^-iibillier of theih 
seemed able to tear herself from the others till Ferdi- 
nand^ whbse own e^^^ glistered; taialdn^^iii a st^ to 
approflieh, I forcibly diemih^ pMrGitftri#ne^,^^i^^ 
drew away his distressed feUow-traveller. ^^Adk^, 
adieu !" was all they had time to utter. Lesmore ck^ 




-., . . fifii^^midll^ 9^^ i^Oicm^ ttf^attftii^t foliowing 
t^i^t. )^apf4^ hmiilfifm vxyiMhrndievi and remamed 
mp^g^Bg :IAPW 4* 9|fiq^^V(^^wbere> $he had been sepa*^ 

. , Jt^ia j9Q9¥r9IQ?A .ibaibtm ¥«af%aiii«e abe haa been dU 
vi^ ArQ0t^IMaiilia^4e &^liafniin^ senior aaia|^ 
diiji^. Th|^iyr;ie^lwilipkH7.andc4iaafii^^ 
ea^ Qt^fia i^^^ttJuioiauai JHkt^heft^iaa tp tbati^ 

t^inijl^p^^ ihiapartittgare' 

cf»Qli4^^.^^fi^p}af^ff GcraUibeT not. only becoinea 
nftttirri if ! i ^j 49 a. juil aod ^t atcsfiil irijbttte^ of afiecttoa to 
G9^ of tl^ o^Qtl, ia^uaUe and^^xceltent friend$-<-4t 
s|iowa dial ^ !BXt>arienc<{ftibr Madams da St. Hermiae 
the feelings dM^ a tiandev daugfal^ wpidd lia«^ 
af $f4(M(UM anaAer> " > 

^ I haveri^Kairtadin^j^aalf (otbetitmosa to/tranquillizeand* 
sootHeWr I I(tadliineifcnatjid4^^^ 
G|^c$iniyidl3&aMtiiveai2|r vhickla9i>a€iUiai^ Wh«a^' 
iQti(P^, ilBa (^lAnldki^ a^^ai)^ isamindfid. of the aliglitest* 
effiut to afford her consolation, or to serve her in any 
possible manner i And whrawuia the heart that coidd 
becaUoua to her sorrows, from whatever source they 
8{trbie ? Sb«> wfaota princi|M^ dgoetJa life ia to imparl 
hjq^Ml».'tD'alLar^M|sd hnil . ^li&ifeelaao^ndar^i 
£mi ^ dmtt99» m ev^ry^sin^Qn daug^iUiHof adverai*' 
ty I She itciigglea agai||st giving indulgance to dt^w 
Uim^h^a^^'ApiA^ s6 animated aaosi^ is calai «id> 
craMpQsed ; atleaciire::aa ever to bcrunde^s^Kuesta i aadi 
aiwinnii^ to jiaiifm^. howr of tiie day ^tnocoupia^.wd^ 
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^ Msa. FAiicF42E'aii#ibii»da«^ter ar6 |[ooo^ fllH«i0< 

Mfaifoflaamitt'i Ae^bkoheafftt^ and^rvdf^ 

aAttri)tp>^oMifi»ldb |^var4qBe^ Thaj^hate abtady^ 



beeBwiihitnMa]ffyawe^,&iidlln»'%g«^l MHi^f^ii^MJ^ 
ed with them, thtf greater^fo my i«i^M(tllbit<^i€i^l^ 
lent eharactert. They are ptttidCrilfrtj!^ i^^ttHmnimd 
being the friend of Genddtne, wHi^M d^h^y^^lttiM^ 
all her life, and seem to tonsider-as their own -^hiM, 
fdlowing her wkfa4^iiN'ovmg tocAtt^whaiiei^r ^e is* in 
sight) and 8(peakmg of her with a w^MiHith c^ affectf iii^ 
that would jdone have disposed nie to love^ had I discd^ 
▼^ed in them no odMr e«:ellaiec. GendcKnie's Ml#- 
vioor to them is delightful ; without Mgl6eti»g My oa6 
else, her attention t6 them both is unremitting: and is 
giving up a large pordoQ of her time to their amuic^ 
ment, her cheeriubiess and alacrity evidemly show that 
she attributes to brarself no merit for what she does, but 
dmveaasmuch pleasure from their soddty,' as she is 
capable of affording in return* They have boiii been 
accustomed to live in the great world; are naluraUy pie* 
netrating and observants have made readii^ their fii- 
vpurite amusement; and are full' of attecdotes of the 
living, and allusions to the wdrks^ ait least, of thettead* 



^ But now, my dear Augupta, if, a^er all I have saidj 
my conduct ttiU requires anapcAdgy, wh^retfhtit I^find 
one ? ' Youknow my reasmis for not mee^ng yoiij aft ^ 
If ii^ended, a^ Parkton Castle^ Town the disappoiiit* 
noiea^ ^ this hope gives me nraeh concern : - y^t,'oiurift ' 
1 to prove myself a mere '^ summer Iri^nd V^ AmitKt 
httva%J'ited and caressed widi ubes»mpled kindMA^' 
during three gay months, can I, on the first appearaisce 
of anxiety and sadness, make.n^ retreat, and forsake 
one who, to become a solace and comforter to me, would,- 
I^finp^rely beUeife, mist |aUteln)ptflttiop, sod r^^ 
1^ plMil^ ^TTT^ i you could \ Ml foi^tifik me were C 
c^^le^ 9i ^ch ingr$t|tude : and beskbs, 1 aaa hfemh: 
&9:gj^>««bopl to leans.tblki«irltt* of cosictMRng te^ 
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Mme^, that k'WflfeAs^attleriithatild not ]a^ by what 
i see^eo c&oimmAy prac^ecLf^/Gemldiiifi, however, in 
diipite 43# ^l 1 can My, W 4iii:t]OittB ¥«ry umoa^y at mjr 
having made for her, wiiatshecid^^ 
. we have had many: argi»nnetiia upon: ti^ but 

eommdn? honoaty wilLobc alk>w her to ttay^ she feek hjQty 
aielf incapable of perfonnkig as^imuch ior^inei ao^be** 
4»g driven to^ diatress,' ^e finda it expeditot taletJBike 
itart soitee 0ther cofRveraation* 

' We exp^t no4e(ters from town before Monday, at 
ihe soonest* Alay they pronre consolatory and propi* 
tiooa ! • ' ; 

Ad^eUydeareat Augusta, . - 



LETTER XXIV. 

MISS LESMOR^ TQ TH£ SAME. 

October 27. 

No tidings yet, nor, indeed, coddle r^aaonably 
hope for any* Oar travellers, probably, onfy arrived in 
town yeaterday. Having nothing better to do, how- 
ever, I will give yoa aome account of oisr proceedings 
^inoe Madame-de St» Henmne left us. 

To begki witjbi what wehave n^t dcnie ; we have ne- 
ver been from home except to take a drive in the morn- 
ing with Mr* and Mrs. Hanmer ; or, when we return, 
r(a hitle perished) from these excursions, to take ^ run 
in the Park. I believe I have ailready told you, that 
^oi^r present guests have a{;reat o^jecticm toheing out 
late in the evening ; and, on that account, all recent in- 
^vitations^h^M^ been declined; We have aeen as much 
«8 usosd of our friends however : the Everkys were 
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here yesterdi^ ; Mrs. Ntville paid us a visit this mom* 
iog; and Lord Litchmere, in the character of ilmico 
deUa ccaia, conies and goes' as his fency directs hinu 
He is really amiable i and I couid be inuch{;ratified by 
his society^ were he less evidently attached to G^nd* 
dine's ! Tiese last two evenings^ he has be^i with us 
from eight o -clock to eleven ; he detests cards ; : Geral- 
dine is not in spirits to sing and play as visual; so, to 
fill up the time, as I heard Mrs. Neville speak highly 
of his abilities as a reader, I ventured to propose h» 
taking a volume of Shakspeare's Historical Plays, and 
reading tons while we worked. Geraldine seemed to 

S prove the plan, and he immediately consented to it* 
e acquitted himself much to our satisfaction ; but not 
quite so well as I expected : he wants ease and nature ; 
his articulation is too mouthing and pompous ; he has 
not sufficient variation of inflection ; and, if he ever 
comes across a quaint, sarcastic, or sportive passage, he 
absolutely murders it! We have regretted, since we 
find him so tractable, that we had not rather put Milton 
into his hands, the grave, majestic, and. lofty style of 
whose verse and subject^ would better have suited otir 
noble lecturer, than the characteristic and richly diver* 
sified dialogue of our inimiuUe Shakspeare. How 
few are capable of giving due expression to senumenis 
of archness and humow, in proportion to. the number 
who are able to pour forth a solemn ^nd sonorous peri- 
od with adequate propriety ! I scarcely ever hei»rd a 
comedy well read : but a good, bloody^ storming tra- 
gedy, there are few, amongst those at all conversant 
with blank verse, who do not succeed in delivering wiih 
tolerable dignity. After all. Young's high-soundiog, 
gloomy Night Thoughts would, peihaps, have, been 
the properest book to intrust to Lord Litdtmiere's pe- 
rusal. 

Mrs. Hanmer and I were left together this morning 
nearly an hour,*5yhilst Geraldine was writing letters for 



her uncle, who bts sli^ihtly biHt his haikU She made 
many enquiries relative to Lord Litchmere^^ spoke 
Ter)' favourably of btoi, and professed to have heard 
the highest character attributed to him wherever he 
was known ; but at the same time observed, that his 
coming perpelufldly to die house upon so intimate a 
looting, wo«dd give rise to reports and conjectures in 
thexounly which it mig^t be difficult to silence. 

" Has Mr. Archer, do you think," she added, " any 
wish to encourage bis addresses ?" 

**I hope not r' answered I, with. an unguarded 
warmth, which the next moment made me colour. 

She perceived it, and iimiled* 

^ Be not alarmed at your own frankness," resumed 
she, ^^ I will take of it no unfair advantage. It is npt 
unkoQWii to me that there has been a family treaty on 
ibot between y^ur mother and Mr. Archer. Qn hear- ^ 
ittg of Mr. Lesmore's long residence here this summer, 
we concluded that every thing was arranged, and daily 
eimected to hear the negociation was n^ade public. How 
»ist,tfien,thiitLord Litchmere has gained such firm ^ 
Noting in the house, and seems so psurtially counte* 
iuineea by all its inhabitants ?" 

There is a benignity, an openness^fai %e ccmntenance 
and language <^ this excellent old Isidy, Uiat irresistibly 
disposed me to confidence and reViance. I gradually 
stated to her the plain tiriidi : that is, informed her of 
'the inauspicious outset poor Lesmore Had made; the 
subsequent indifference conceived for him by Gerald- 
- ine ; his hourly decreasing prejudices, and increasing 
admiration ; and, finally, his recent avowal to me of the 
attachment he now feels for her. 

'^But that attachment," continued I, ^^may have 
been conceived too late. Mr*. Archer, disgusted by 
my brother's original coldness, may perhaps intend to 
dissolve the conditional engagement he. had formed. 
Geraldine herself may object to the connexion i in 



short, there jare so maoyreasont for apprtheasloti on 
our side, ana, on that of Lord Litchmere, there appe^ir 
so many for hope, that, I owo,. his [presence here gives 
me at alt times the liveliest inquietude*" 

^^Be of good CQuragt^" said .Airs* ;Uaiimc6». after. 
cordially thanking me for the candour of ray commu^ 
nicatiou. '^ Lord Litchmere, with all ht* jecom^ 
Tuendations, of birth, character, and fortvuie,, is little 
calculated to inspire tenderness. . No woman c^dd de* 
ny him her esteem and good opinion » but there are 
few whose hearts he has any probability of touching, 
though I believe he is himself capable of conceiving m 
very deep-rooted and lasting passion* Your brother, 
without taking half the pains, appears to me infinitely 
more secure of success. There is so much more e^se: 
iind spirit in his manners and countenance f bis^efttedor 
advantages are, beyond comparison, so much supe^ioK^ 
Ills accomplishments are so striking and uncc^mop^ 
and his resources of conversation and powers of pleasf* 
ing are so much greater, that, when he earnestly and 
assiduously lays siege to her heart, he can scarcely fa^ 
of conquest." ^ - . / 4 

These flattering sentiments in favour of LesnaosE# 
coincide so preciady with those entertained by MadalBde 
de St. Hermine, abd proceed from so rs^onal and im*. 
partial an observler,,that they fortify all my best-hopes^ 
and nearly dispel every appr^bensiop. Adieu, oenr^ 

Augusta. 

YoiU's affectionately, 

t'V J. 1^ 
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LETTER XXV. 

nSBOINAND l£SMOBB, £84%. TO MISS LBSMOBB. 

AssxmsD of your hnpaliencc, my dear Julia, to re- 
ceive tidings which may give relief to the anxiety oi 
Miss Fauconberg, I lose not a moment in informing 
yea, that the account transmitted to me of the danger- 
ous state of Monsieur de St. Hermine^s antagonist was 
much exaggerated* I know this intelligence will, with 
reason, tranquillize her mind more eflfectually than any 
other I could communicate. Its effect upon Madame^ 
<le St. Hermme has been salutary be vond' description ; 
she appears equal to every other trial ; and what re- 
mains to be communicated to you, though mortifying 
in the highest degree, scarcely seems, comparatively 
speaking, to affect her at all. 

The duel which gave us so much alarm, m^d which 
Albert, I believe, engaged in very reluctand^, was 
fought with Mr. Selforth, the brother of his mistress ; 
a furious and insolent young man, in whose guardian- 
ship she was left at the death of her father, and in 
whose custody, till she is of age^ her fortune inevita- 
bly remains. Their niother, a well-meaning, perhaps, 
but weak and misjudging woman, is the origin of all 
the mischief and alarm that has ensued. She is the 
widow of a merchant, by whom, though her children 
have been amply provided for, she herself has been left 
in very moderate circumstances, and usually resided, 
with an only daughter, at a small house near Ken;- 
iington. The son, an officer in the Guards, and by 
much too fine a gentleman to trouble himself more th^i 
be could help either about his mother t>r sister, in- 

s ^ 



l|ribilsa hmiin i r and oammodaom dmdDmg M the 
west €wA CI tnc town ; drivct Ins fiDur ta band iliniug^ 
craj HMmmMc street ; psrades vp «id doim the ▼!- 
caui|r ot «x» jamcssfli Ms n'j^iiaciiiin, ami Qtim^ 
Cor weeks, nay mooiiis tDgctfaer, n^tihcr railed, nor 
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Bj soaie mfMii fx oliier, Albert de Sc Henofaie be- 

aoqnnnted ia die owsl of tbe imaiMfi widi 
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wkhtbecareoCa 
daagbter^werC) inue eyesof jSiSaScifetlb^ 
aiaajr r rmniMMi nd ati oBs ia his bmaar. She bad 
ODce been abroad benelf lor a ficw moodis ; she cooki 
vUl of P^ris ; its theatres, its i is hioas , its varioiis 
aamscniTHls, with rspcavoos ieii<is|icction ; and was 
iontSkf devoted to eveiy tbin^ which lecaBed to her 
fluod sceaes and tines she so anodi kvred to describe. 
Albeit obtuned the fiee tmtaric of her bouse ;• and 
wbeiieTer be had a disengaged evening he spent it at 
Kennngttm. Soasetimes he met other co a a p a ny diere ; 
very fre<piently be foond die mother andrdsingfatcr by 
themselves; but not once did be obtain sig^ of the 
biotber,- thoogh occanonaDy be heard him men- 
tioaed. 

Miss Sdforth, a simple, innocent, and very beaoti- 
fol girl, bat mteriy incapable of supplying, by the 
strength of her own imderrtanding, the drficiencies of 
that of her mother, attempted no means-of dieckipg the 
asMdutties of their young visitor ; wfao,.at length, with- 
oot meriting the accasadon of presumption, so coonte* 
nanced and encouraged, declared himself in form, 
and sued for^ the daug^ker's hand* The proposal was 
frankly accepted ; no doubts of young Sdfortfa's con- 
sent appeared to be eniertmned : and Albert, charmed 



^lh.}»B,bii|^il!eniiig prospects, wrote WithoiLt delay t# 
announce them to his niother. r 

Oniqyptying, however, to the haughty soldier, a task 
wiiich the hdiea took upon themsrelves, bU that could bt 
obtmned was a coarse and positive negative, accompani«- 
ed by many arrogant and inaidtiag reflections upon^tus 
mother's partiality in favour of foreigners, her love of 
flattersi rad Ker unfitness to have the direction of his 
sister's conduct. Provoked and irrhated by such Ian* 
goage, Mirs. Selforth determined to disregard a prohi* 
bition stS offensively expressed ; she concealed from AU 
bert her son's unfavourable ansiwer, and-, hastening die 
match, requested only, for reasons which she hereafter 
prombed to explain, that it might be as private as pos- 
sible* Monsieur de St. flermine consented to this 
Without animadversion iir inij^iry. The young lady's 
fortune, amounting to ten thousand pounds, is so se- 
cured, th^t on her coming of age, wbether^^e marries 
with or without her brother's consent, he cannot with- 
hold it from hef. SucltBettlements as Mrs. Selforth 
deemed proper £3r her daughter, were drawn up, and 
willingly signed by the parties concerned ; and^e mar^ 
riage,-tn due fora&, actually took place about ten days or 
a fortnight since. ^ 

Then it was that the unsuspecting bridegroom was 
first informed of his brother-in*law's adverse disposin 
tiohs. He regretted the necessity of being upon bad 
terms with one to whom he was now so nearly coniiect- 
ed ; but was either too much in love, or^oo disinterest- 
edv to express an}' disappointment at being debarred 
from the immediate possession <^ his wife V propertjr. 
Mrs. Selforth behaved with great liberi^y and kind- 
ness : she ofieied 4he young couple an apafrdnentin her 
own house tHl diey w^-e able to fit up one for them- 
sdiaes; and,' eqoatty delighted with her new relation, 
and^wkhthe-fluccess of ner projected defiance of her 



•on, published the marriage to all her frteods, aod e&- 
idted in her daughter's choice. 

' Monisieur de St. Hermine, who iramedtately took up 
Itts abode at Kensington, was there in the act of wrttiiig 
to inform his mother of the recent event ; his wife was 
•eated by him ; and, at die same table, Mrs. SeUbrth 
was composing an angry and reproachful epistle to her 
son ; when that son, as little desired as expected, rode 
tip to the door. A rumour of his sister's marriage had 
iust reached him ; and, in the first heat of passion, he 
iiad galloped to his mother's to assure himself of the 
fact, and thunder forth his anathema. Whether Mon- 
sieur de St. Hermine was at the house, he neitherknew 
Bor cared : aU he seeined to have in view, was the giv- 
ing full scope to his tiseless fury. 

The scene that followed I will not detail : thus much 
only let me say :— Whatever ties might bind, whatever 
circumstances might call for forbearance, no man could 
lon|; have submitted to the insolence, derision, and vio- 
lence displayed on this occasion by Mr. Sdforth. Al- 
bert, though spirited, is neidier passionate nor rash ; 
and I am convinced, from motives of tenderness' to his 
wife, would command his resentment to the utmost. 
But, at length, enraged equally with his inveterate ad- 
versary, they nished out of the house together ; Mrs. 
Sdfinth vainly endeavouring to stop them ; her daugliter 
remaining senseless upon the floor ! 

These are very horrid particulars, and the soft hearts 
ef the two friends at Highgrove Park, I well know, will 
ache as they peruse them. But, brothers as these 3roung 
men now were, they were ^rscmaUy Atraagers ; many 
causes tended to disunite them ; and the newly-formed 
connexion, far 'from Operating with conciliating in- 
fluence, was the chief capse of their enmity. 

The contest was decided, without witnesses or 
seconds^ in a ixtired part of Kensington <9ardens. Both 
were wounded, but, contrary to the first information I 
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received, Mr. SeUbrth much the leaft severely^ Hi 
was able^ after hU ppponent &11, to walk, unassisted, tq 
a hackDey-coach, in which he had the humai4ty tp dri^ 
to a surgeon's, acquaint him with^what had paf sed,>fiQil 
direct hun where to^fiod the WQunded Albert ' '^h% 
surg;eoa hastened to the spot, and, not knQwi^g hap 
better to dispose of him, being ignprsMiit of his namei an4 
abode, caused hi^patieiit to be removed to the neatest 
hptel; frqm whence, as ^OAasAtbei-t was able tq speak, 
he desired that imeliigence pf his sUuation might t^ con^ 
veyed to Mrs. Selforjdw She repaired tp 1^ irnme)* 
diately : but without perif^itting her dn^bter to acci^p^ 
pany her* Nojtbing c^i exceed the carq andieodemesp 
with which she has attended him ^hroughoiit bi^ whole 
illness* The stale of hi^ wo^nd has hithei^ Fend^€i4 
itimpqssibkyPr at lf«^t da^ge^rpf^s^^ta remove }7^;yff 
has sh^ scarcely, ev^r quitted pis beid-fiilft- P^€^ 
i^man ! she psys dej^-ly for hei: piredpitan^);; betk in 
forming the, match, abkI m rendering it pdt^ ! Her spoi 
al^^med at the report of Aibi^rt's preq^ripus cpn4iti<H9^ 
s^ludes himself ^ much as possiblei,junder prelcni^e pf 
indisposition ;: ai)4fSf|tfs in ^eat d|*f%4 of wlifut<piiigh| 
€9isue,:fhpuld the^ot^t of his v^^igjeanfiie t)e .U«.VH;tiflifii 
pis ow^y^^n^^ ^j^tc^e ij^ the^puld#r^ isy i am 
told, pearly he^eid^ M^ty few^iierspna are ^ipsuAted 
with the aifair ; and amongst those few, I me^t wit^ 
none |¥ho^'>da not enike^y f^a^ ^^ blgpii^: of t this fipiy, 
first upon MrSf Selforth'A io^prudenc^, Oind next upon 
Her ^f^^^^TQ^ffx^K^ a^ iipperipuspes^. 

Madaqae de^St^ Hermin^ ActoaUy fills the post aboul 
thes p^cson of Albert, which Mrs* Selforth previpusljr 
occupie4> . We; |iad, qon'sidersbble difficulty in traiciiig 
him to his fiqpent s^de: bpt when we did discover 
him, our iresearohes were mpst amply repaid by the joy 
which the sight of hi^ another, in particular, gave^ himi* 
He wished her imt tobe informed of what had passed, 
till assurances could be sent to hej[» that he was in a state 
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of convalescence. He declares himself wondeifully 
benefited by her presence ; and she ever}' hour rejoices 
more and more that she undertook the journey; His 
wound, I fear, will be slow in healing; but his miqd 
ieems easy and cheerful: and, were he allowed, he 
Would often converse more than his friendly surgeon 
deems advisable .or safe. 

I have had the honour of being presented to his 
young bride. Miss Fauconberg, were she to behold 
her, would immediately exclaim, ^^ How beautiful a 
subject she would be for a miniature picture V' Ma* 
dame de St. Hermine is charmed with her appearance ? 
with her unformed, but innocent manners ; and with a 
sort of bashful, yet inquisitive look, that gives to her 
an air of inexperienced wonder at every thing she hears 
and sees* I suspect, however, that neither the temper 
nor the understanding are quite equal to the lovely face 
and figure. There is no characteristic expression in 
her countenance except aboutthe brow, which contracts 
with incredHde celerity on the slightest opposition, atod 
denotes a spirit extremely prompt to, what I have heard 
my mother dall, taie miff. The understanding that 
piccompanies these captious dbpbsitions is seldom good. 

iVfy journey hither, as afiairs^areiioW situai^, wiS 
prove of lesa utili^ d»an there was reason to suppose it 
would. 

Had Mr.Selforth,in<le«d, betnin theperiloua^ate 
that was described to me, Albert would have found 
himself in a very awkward predicament ; and all the 
support his friends could have given him, and exertion 
they could have made in his behalf. Would have been 
requisite effectually to serve him. I am far from re- 
gretting, however, the step I took. My attendance 
certainly was a consolation to Madame de St. Hermine; 
and, though I do not profess to be very intimate with 
her son, I have reason to believe he felt gratified at see- 
ing me. I shall^ therefore, s^t up my tent in town for 



a week or ten days ; nay^ perhaps, till Albert's recovery 
is sufSciently advanced to enable me to have the plea- 
sure of escorting his niotherback into the country. 

Now, my dear Julia, a word or two upon the subject 
of your hi^erto unanswered letter. Think me not un- 
grateful for having neglected sooner to thank you for it ; 
but believe me when I assure you, I was extremely 
pleased with this first specimen of your improved style 
since the days of ^^ slippery paper, pale ink, and black 
lines*" You write as you speak-— cheer/uUy, unafiect- 
edly , and kindly. I need not remind you of the pleasure 
wlm which I always converse with you « imagine, then, 
that I have the same — ^nay, heightened as it is by ab- 
sence— «tiU ^eater pleasure in reading any of your let- 
ters* The fertility of your fancy would, I doubt not, 
always enable you to find materials for filling a sheet : 
but, without having recourse to fancy, you have, actu- 
ally before your eyes, a palpable, real, and living subject, 
mpre interesting to me than any brilliant imagination 
.eyen of a poet could suggest ! 

Adieu* Say every thing for me that is most aflfec- 
UQpate and respectful to Mr. Archer* To Miss Fau- 
conberg I dare dictate no message-^I should so easily 
fall into the error of saying too much ! Yet, tell her, 
that surrounded as she is with admirers, beloved and 
valued as she is by all who have the happiness of know- 
ing her^no one prizes and reveres her with greater fer- 
vour and sincerity than your truly affectionate brother, 

^ Ferdinand liESMaRE* 

Write soon, , I entreat ; and direct to me at my mo- 
ther's house in town* . 
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MiSS IJSaidOBE TO FEBDINAND IJ1SM0RE;i E3a> . w 

You have given us all great eonsollitioni mydear 
Ferdinand, and we are very thankful for your apeddy 
'and circumstantial communicattbn : not that I melm to 
iday, we arc glad to hear poor Albert is the auftbiteg 
"hero t>f the tale, and Mr. Selforth the unpunished ag- 
^gressor ! Could the* latter have more severely expiated 
'his headstrong violence without risk to Monsieur de St. 
Hermine from the molestations of justice, I really 
should not have been sorry t it does very well* some- 
times to make these turbulent apitits smart for their 
brutsility. Qut as it is, I thmk it better, though sooie- 
what more inglorious, to be playing the part of a wound- 
ed knight, attended upon his restless trOoch by grieving 
matrons and a tender consort, than, with inore triumph- 
ant success, to be liable to the rough comforts ^of a pri- 
aon, or the inconveniences of an abrupt fiight* 

You say very pretty things of my last letter, and give 
very intdligifole hints as to the subject you wish me to 
'Choose for my next. It is hard that a genkrs of my 
aubKmity shoidd thus be circumscribed in its flights. 
The whole of your letter, however, was written with a 
*view of being read by other eyes fiian mine ; its begin- 
ning evidently announces it : but with openness and 
simplicity. Its conclusion, mqre covert and artificial, 
less deserved to be so honoured. Yet, such as it was-— 
bidding me not to say»-^hen requesting I would say-^ 
its allusions to interesting objects-^Vind its flummery 
about soji hearts^ (you care a great deal aboai the soft- 
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ness of my heart !) I put it, after a silight perutaU into 
Geraldioe'a hand. She had been devouring it with her 
eyes the whole time I had held it, and asking so many 
questions about Monsieur de St. Hermine, and his mo- 
ther^ and his wounded adversary, that she completely 
confused and bewildered me. I just saw that Selforth 
was safe and Albert not dead, and then desired her to 
satisfy her own curiosity. Suspecting^ very justly, thsit 
she had prevented my understanding iwo thirds of its 
contents, she began reading the letter ak>ud. Nothing 
could be cUai^r and plainer than her utterance through- 
out the whole epistle: what species of flattery she re« 
quires, I will not pretend to say; but certain it is, 
.there was nothing in the present dose she found any 
difficulty in swallowing, or seemed to think at all too 
potent. She smiled and blushed a little at the words, 

. ^ I should so easily fall into the enor of saying too 
much !" Yet, immediately proceeded without the least 
hesitation f and, her task concluded, said, 

^^ I never looked back, but as to a dream, to the time 
when I was afraid of your brother. He has the best 
and most friendly of human hearts ! What ease and 
satisfaction this letter gives me— I feel quite raoovated 
and exhilarated by it !" 

And so she proved herself, for never did I behold 
her in spirits more buoyant than she appeared through* 
out the rest of the day. 

Mrs. Neville rode over here about half an hour after 

, your letter arrived. She likewise wa^ in iKuberant 

^ good-humour ; but from a cause not quite sf* meritori- 
ous. She has persuaded Sir Henry Tresilian, who, 
with his lady, is at length gooe home, to leave £m«ia 
Cecil at. Westhill. Nothing (;an exceed the qj^ultation 
with which she speaks of her success in this affiiir. She 
held forth upon it so long, and with such glee, that Ge- 

. raldine, whose sense of justice w^, perhaps, a Uttte 
wounded, at length said, 
vol.. I. T 



SIS 

^ BttI li»w did Lady TrestHan i^|){iiove this ai^ 
Twngemtali In her owb wmt she a»peai» veiy fiond 
of Mi» CeciL'' 

*^Yet, in her awntuayj as you obsenre, so she is! 
However, her cenaeiit was asked, and, for au^ I 
koow, obtioned. Sir Henry aoaaaged it i^ ; and, at her 
departure, I saw not that she looked more disoiid or 
fertom than inuaL" 

Now, my dear brother, we, who admire Mrs. Ne- 
ville almost as much as you once did, are sorry she has 
taken this step. It is not a generous one ; and, I sin* 
merely believe, must have given Lady Tresilian as 
^nuch pain as she is ci4>i&le of feeling. Emma, 
whom we saw this momtog, unconscious^ acknow* 
iedged it* We congratulated ourselves on Ae pros- 
pect of retaining her amongst us this winter i and the 
cUld expressed infinite delight at being committed to 
tthe protection of Mrs. Neville, but added, 

** I was very sorry, though, to part front my aunt. 
You cannot think how kind and good she was to me 
^di6 morning she left us! I hardly knew before that sh|B 
loved me so much !^ 

We forbore askkig the ingenuous little girl any ques- 
tions ; but, in all probability, should have heard, if we 
hisid, that Lady Tresili^i submitted to this measure 
vdith great reluctance. And who can wonder ? Emma 
was ahnost her only comfort.-^ With a husband who 
despises her, weak health, no family of herown, and a 
charactir so insignificant that the world nearly ov.er- 
looksher,the guardianship and society of this child, 
must have been an invaluable resource. And what ad- 
vantages, from which she was withheld by her aunt, 
can Emma derive from her residence at Westhjll? 
How ffw good masters can be procured at such a dis- 
. lance f^m any large town ; and how little will she be 
benefited by the treatment of one protectress more thsm 
by that of the other. Lady Tresilian, if shelve her no 



high cultivdtioa/ at leAflt accui^tomed her to hahits of 
docility, diffidence, and modesty. Mrs. Neville may, 
perhaps, endeavour to make her more accomplished ; 
but, at the same time, will infuse into her mind 
ideas never entertained before of her own consequence ; 
bring her forward in society ; aet her an example of 
unsteadiness, both in temper and pursuits; and, very 
probably, restore her to h€r natural friends not half so 
amiable as she found her. 

Can you forgive all this croaking, and the freedom 
with which I venture, on the present occasion, to cen* 
sure your old favourite i I really love her* She has a 
tfiousand admirable qualities ; a noble openness of 
temper ; an unaffected liberality of spirit ; and an af- 
fectionate and feding heart* Yet has sbe> toward* 
poor Lady Tresiiian, indicated utter hardness and in* 
sensibility. £very body blames her who knows the 
circumstanee^ of the case ; we say as little as we can 
help, but $re unable warmly to defend her. Without 
suspecting it, however, she has done her late guest one 
essential service ^-*she has literally rendered Lady 
Tretilian interesting] 

' Geraidin^ has finished the mh^iature of Ccdonel 
Gourtville, which you beheld with such alarm*-^ 
Were I unacquainted with the origtnalf I should l>c 
f!&mpted to fall in love with lus resemblance : but fire 
features connected with so mawkish a mind, lose all 
power of fascination. The picture will be given ta 
Mrs. Everley, so make yourself ^rfmrtly easy. The 
indefatigable pamtress has now done me the honour to 
begin one of me. 

We yesterday saw at church, and, as we were coming 
out, spoke to your pretty Mary. She looks cheerful 
and happy : her marriage is to take place very speedily, 
and we told her, we hoped you would be here to 
dance at her wedding. The sound of your name 
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brought a glow of gratitude and pleasure into her 
cheeks* 

^* Is Mr. Lesmore coming down again, ladies?"' 
inquired she« 

" We hope so.'* 

*^ Ah, then, WiHiam and I shall have nothing more 
to wish J" 

We shook hands with her, wishing her joy of her 
happy prospects, and got into the carriage. Mr* 
Archer, to whom we repeated what the good girl 
said, protested that you ovght to be present at the 
wedding. 

" He has been the chief instrument of its success,** 
added he, " and, to crown his work'i he really owes to 
them the honour and gratification of his presence." 

There, friendi, could you desire stronger encourage-: 
ment to do exactly what you most wish ? 

Geraldine writes herself to Madame de St. Hermine,' 
and I shall insert a few lines in her letter: I therefore 
trouble you with no messages to her. We were much 
amused with your description of the young bride ; but 
are sorry, for poor Albert's sake, that sne has so ill* 
boding a brow ! Mr. Archer, however laughs, and 
with true John BuUism, observes, that if she is pretty, 
she will do for a Frenchman \ , 

Pray write again soon^to inform us bf the progress of 
Monsieur de St. Hermine's recovery. Adieu, my dear 
brother. 

Yours, ever affectionately, 

JWLiA Lesmobk. 
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UETTER XXVII. 

MISS LESMORE TO MRS. LUMLEY. 

Highgro^ Parky Nov* i%* 

I TRANSMITTED to you, my dear Augusta, and 
I hope you have safely received, an abstract from l^'er- 
dinand's first letter aft€^ bis arrival in toivn. We 
have had a short one since, giving a very favourabI<^ 
account of Monsieur de St* Hermine's gradual aitiend- 
ment ; and to-day, Geraldine has written, at her un- 
cle^s desire, to invite the invalid and bis bride to ac- 
company Madame de St. Hermine down hither, as 
soon as the state of his wound will enable him to bear 
the journey. Is not this most kind and hospitable ? 
Mr. Archer thinks himself bound to embrace every 
possible opportunity of obliging Madame de St. Her- 
mine, in return for the tenderness and care lavished by 
her for so many years upon his niece. This. mark of 
attention to her son will gratify her more, I doubt not, 
than any thing else he could devise. 

Ferdinand, when he finds Madame de St. Hermine 
is to be so well attended on her journey back, will pro- 
bably set out before her ; and, I hope, come here, in- 
stead of returning immediately to Parkton Castle.— I 
long for his arrival. Lord Litchmere's persevering as- 
siduities put me out *of all patience. He is here for 
ever ; and people begin to smile, and nod, and look ex- 
ceedingly significant whenever they mention his name 
to us* I am amazed Geraldine does not perceive the 
conjectures that are forming. Sometimes, to say the 
truth, I think she ^(9r* fcfl a little conscious. I have 
more than'once, lately, observed her endeavouring to 
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place herself out of hit lordship's way/, she is less rea- 
dy to converse wi^ him than formerly ; and yesterday, 
on hearing Mr. Archer say, that, after hunting to-day, 
^he should bring Lord Litchmere home to dinner, she 
criedout, with some quickness, 

^^ And won't you bring any body else, my dear uncle i 
We shall all grow tired to death of seeing so much of 
Lord Litchmere !'* 

^^ I fancy ,'^ answered he^ laughing, ^^ you would 
much sooner grow tired of some other members of the 
hunt ! However, if I can pick up ^n agreeable stmg* 
gler or two, I wiU indulge you." 

Mrs. Nevilltt hs^ not yet openly attacked Geraldine, 
but she very freely rallies me upon the subject of bSa 
lordship's attention to my friend. In her heart, I be- 
lieve, sIk is not sorry to observe his increasing partia- 
lity : should he succeed, all danger would be over of 
Lesmore's entering the lists. I know not that she ever 
penetrated the secret of my brother's attachmjE^nt : but 
she is too sensible, too candid, indeed, not to be awafe, 
if Miss Fauconberg continues disengaged, of the ex- 
treme probability there 19 of Lesmore's becoming her 
admirer. 

We have had a long, tireaome mdtning visit from 
Miss Charlebury, with whom our intercourse has, qf 
late, been very reiniss. She had heard of our little play, 
and gave evident tokens of a disposition to be affronted 
at not having been invited to its representation. Geral- 
dine appeased her as well as she could ; and was pre- 
vailed upon to promise, if any exhibition of the same 
kind took place here again, Miss Charlebury should be 
one of the first upon the list of those who were t6 be 
asked. 

I know not why it is, that, even in wiser and more 
amiable people thail Miss Charlebury, I always disco- 
ver something ludicrous and mean, the moment they 
show themdelvts affronted* Heaven knows*, there are 



times when we mtay all have rtmotk to be so ! A&t irfij 
should lye betray it ? There is a want of dignity , a 
paltry petulance in these easily- affronted folks, that 
more irresistibly excites my disdain and risibility^ than 
any of the petty vices of society* The noble lion is 
. tremendous in his anger ; but still he preserves his ma- 
jesty : the murmuring, buzzing, troublesome insect tt 
1% which, at the same time that it molests us, we crush, 
despise, and think of no more ! 

Mr. and Mrs* JIanmer are still here, and we hope 
will remain with us till the return of Madame de St. 
Hermine. Yet— there must be a drawback^ you know 
to every human enjoyment — if they were gone, Lord 
Litchmere could not b^ permitted to visit us so often : 
Mr. Archer would immediately see the impropriety of 
it ; and I should be relieved from the only lasting cause 
of inquietude I have ever experienced in this dear 
house. 

My mother writes me word, that when you leave 
her, if Madame de St. Hermine is not come back, she 
means to pay a short visit to Caroline. I have assured 
her of the real anxiety I feel, notwithstanding my love 
for Geraldine, to be restored, at least for a time, to the 
comforts of home : but it is impossible! should yet fix 
the moment for my return. Every thing depends upon 
the state of Monsieur de Stii' Hermine's health. Be- 
sides, to speak the truth, I have a great curiosity to see 
the little bride ; and hope to be allowed to spend a few 
days here after she arrives. Adieu. I will keep this 
open till the^end of the week, as I may then, perhaps, 
be able to announce to you the return of Ferdinand.—- 
William and Mary are to be married next Wednesday. 
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Nov. 17. 

Lesmore made his appearance here again yesterday 
evening. His arrival was hailed with the Inost flatter- 



hii; demonstrations of |)teasure by the whcde pstrty. Ge« 
raldine, who was pla}4ng at chess with Mr. Hanmer, 
nearly overturned the board, in her eagerness to rise 
and approach him. To my great joy, Lord Litchmere 
did not happen to be here. ^Fhe most unsuspicious 6b- 
server) could not have witnessed my brother's first ad«4|| 
dress to Geraldine, without discovering his attachment 
to her. Mr. Archer himself, I believe, now begins to 
be aware of the truth ; and yet, for a sensible man, he - 
is the least quick in making remarks of this sort, of any 
body I ever khew. 

To our itiquirtes relative to Monsieur de St. Her- 
mine, Ferdinand answered, that he was going on as 
well as possible: "His wound,'* he added, ** is so 
nearly healed, that he is scarcely withheld by any thing 
but weakness, from setting out on his journey hither 
immediately. He is already removed and com- 
fortably established at Mrs. Selforth's house r and 
his mother has taken ah apartment in the neighbour- 
hood.'' 

Lesmore then presented to Mr. Archer a letter of 
thanks from Madame de St. Hermihe for his kind in- 
vitation to her convalescent soti, leaving to my brother 
the task of explaining why its acceptance was retarded. 

In the course of the evening, both Geraldine and I 
asked many questions concerning the newly married 
la<}y. Ferdinand's brief description of her ia his letter, 
had awakened our curiosity, and we hoped for som^ 
dlHusement from his report. But he is one who seei 
and observes more than he chooses to Communicate, at 
least when expressly called upon. The remarks he of-' 
ten makes, apt and saucy as they are, fall from him 
without premeditation : ask* him to describe a character 
bordering at all upon the ridiculous, ahd you make him 
mute ; he feels, I suppose, as people do who are desir- 
ed to be witty V but let him quite alone, and such ktren, 



arch, and comic olMennitions escape bun, as might cle- 
niolish the gravity of a Stoic. 

We gathered from him' by degrees, however, some 
particulars of an interview he has had with Mr. Sel* 
forth, which almost made us amends for his silence re- 
nting to the sister. A day or two before he left town,, 
Lesmore, without mentioning his design to any one, 
good-naturedly determined, in an amicable conference, 
to prevail, if possible, on the guardian«brother, to abate 
something of hia resentment, and yield up the imme-» 
diate possession of his sister's fortune. Ferdinand ac- 
feipwledges it was but a hopeless undertaking ; yet, tb« 
effort was worth making : since, if he succeeded, he 
should confer happiness on those in whose l)ehalf he 
stepped forward ; if he failed, bring disappointment to 



none. 
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M n Selforth, little dreaming of the purport of .his vi** 
^t, received him wi^ all the good manners of which he 
is capable; but Lesmore confesses, that, though not 
unlike a gentleman in his appearance, his deportment 
and style of conversation are coarse and Uunt. With 
such a personage, Ferdinand thought it advisable to 
mount his stalking-horse, and assume an air of con- 
scious superiority. Mr. Selfortbv without bei^ inti- 
midated, felt his own consequential pride thrown off its 
balance by this stately behaviour^ and, though he re- 
jected my brother's petition, hb attempted som^ quali- 
fying excuses, and expressed much concern at being 
compelled to deny any thing tb Mr. Lesmore's solici- 
tation : but, indeedy the person for whom he had con- 
descended to interfere, ill d^serv^d the effort he was 
making for him— an adventure%a beggar, a man with- 
out connexions or friends— 

"lifnustbeg to say," interrupted Lesmore, ^^ that 
you labour under a mistake, Sir.-^/ call myself his 
friend, and many of those by whose friendship I am 
mcMit honoured, extend their regard to Monsieur de St. 
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Ekrnune. ToosJast charge, therefore, kr wUoil)r fm« 
founded. With regard to die two former, I have only 
U> observe, that ft it neither my practice, ncn- that of the 
persons wick whom 1 am accostomed to associate, loi 
select friends from amongst adveot u r e r s !*^ 

Mr. SeUbrdi reddened at this haughty relftdce, bdl 
forbore any retort; and, dimngtheremathiid(»r<rf Fer- 
dinand'a visits though no acqttiescenee could be obtained 
from him, he abstained from abuse of his^^brodier^n* 
law, and chose to rest his refiisad upon the laudable ple» 
of resentment against his mother for the part she had 
acted in the affair. Lesmoredid not consider himselC 
as boimd to enter the Ikts with him in defence of fai» 
parent : but leaving that point to be settled betwetA lum 
and hia eonscknce, made his bow as soon as Y^ disco-^ 
vered the utter improbability ai prospering in the obje^ 
of fatayisife ^ * 

An appHcatiesi of diia diaagreeafale naifoire, vcduntariljr 
undertaken by a character so averae to oflkiousness aar 
qsy brother, is a stroiq; and oonvineini; proof of rtul 
frieadship^ I am aonry £m* its failure, and sorry he ios^; 
the ]deasnre of announctag his sutcess to Mtriatne de 
St^ Hermine* Both Geraidiae and I thinb it luir^lvtbotf 
for tfaonexit three oriburyears, poor Mrs. Sdforth (*^y 
though she mv^ be) should, widi her stender incense, 
be burthened with the charge of fodgtng and minntaia* 
iflg the young ociarried coupfe^ An idea has occfirred 
to Gerddine, which, some titne hence, she means to 
communicate to her uncle, and which may prove highly 
to their advantage. The bouse we are now in, you- 
know, bdofigs to Mr. Archer. GenMtne's patertml 
domain lies in Hereftfriahire ; and a large mansion, 
wholly unoccupied, escept by an old steward, and tttro 
or three mfertor domestics, stands useless and deserted. 
Her plan is, to oSer this residence, too extensive, per-^ 
haps, for their present crrcumsttinces, but otherwise un- 
exceptionable, to the newly wedded pair, till the MiM 



ciW9nes-«f flge«x ttMf^mnpleUiy farni^ed, has an ex* 
celknt gatdofti and poaaeasM jB^eiy accoinmodatkm 
which ci»ild makai dieir abode in it ecpnomtcal and 
fd c aaaou la not ibm adMaae woithy s of our ever-con*- 
aiderate and gasevouf Gteraldiiie ? 
' Weaakfid Kerdanand whether he meant tabe present 
at the mandage^hia^iivl^^, Wiliiun and Maty ? 

*^ I ahall paj diem a vtait to-morrow," anawer ed hs;^ 
*^ and if I find t)^y> jrealfy wiah. for my attendance, I 
ahidl have great pleasure in seeing two such interaatkig 
joung peo^ muted." 

*^ Were you ever at a weddings Gei^aidine ?*' inquiv^ 
ed I* X 

" No, never." 

** Nor !• Would it !» very WR>ng, Mr. Archer, if 
we were to accompany my brother to thia?*' 

My unexpected demand caused a little demur aasong 
die worthy eld^s, and was not immediately answ4»ed« 
At length,howevert Mr. Archer aotkUy said^ 

^^ There wouM -heoiothing wnmff in it, my dear 
Julia, certainly ;Aor in any thing else yott WKiuldever 
ask*^ But your disti^gaiahing .this yomig couple a» 
particularly might occasion too much ammadvecaiosi Ja 
the neighbourhood, especially aa fthey are xuit^ my te- 
nants, and aa this wduki be the first time G^aldine had 
ever^conferred such amarkoffavonr upon any one." 

I Vas sensible of the psopriety of this objection, and 
would immediately have given up a point upoti which 
my heart was by no means anxiously set ; but Geraldine, 
who found hemelft^ tonocent cauae of the relusal I 
had eacoutitared, and who ean at fdl.timea better bemrm 
deprivation h^sdf than endure to see one inflicted upon 
anothdr^ entt^ated me to ^ iwithout her. ^^ None of 
the motives for staying away," said dbe, ^^ wiiich my 
unde has mentioned, need Infliienoe you. Go then, 
my.dear Julta, and I shall at least have the fdeasttBO'ot 
^aring^m account of tha wedding." 



^f This young lady ,^' said I, taking her hmd, and ad« 
dressing the company, ^^taao obliging as not only t^ 
consider me herself in die light of a great spoilt faaby^ 
but, yoo perceive, is^^ven^ deakous to show me off^^as 
such to her friends. I beg leave, however^ to assure 
her, in presence of you all, tha^ she has nmtaken my 
character ; that I cmn submit to a little contradiction ; 
and that, without going to the wedding, I shdl behsive 
very prettily aU day, and neither pout, mutter, 4iot 
acowl.^' 

Every body seemed charmed with, this assurance, 
which was voted to be truly heroic* 
' I have now to inform you, that Ferdinand is invited 
to remain here till the return of Madame de St. Her- 
mine, in order to escort me safely back to Parkt^m 
Casde. There we shall probably continue tHl the third 
week in December, when Mr. Archer has engaged us 
to return hither, in com]Maiy with my ndother, and spend 
a fortnight or three weeks. Caroline and her husband 
will be invited to meet us ; and much regret is £rit, and 
expressed, at the terrible distance which precludes us 
Irom allreasonabje hope of being joined by you and Mr. 
Lumky. I am amazed that people in their senses can 
ever submit to beings buried alive in such remote cor- 
ners of a kingdom ! 



Nov. 19. 
Hers am I, a poor, forsaken, and neglected damsel, 
reduced to find amusement for myself how I can. Fer- 
dinand and Geraldine think of me no more than if I 
were not in existence. This whole morning have they 
J>een sitting together at one end of the hbnary, reading 
The Lmf o)r the Laai Minstrel^ whilst Mrs. Hanmer 
and I haire been working and chatting at the other. It 
has been a most blustering^ stormy, disagreeable day, 



jsmd npne of the paity ventured out. We have given 
up spending so nioch <^ our time in the dressing-rooim 
since the Hanmers have been here, beeause we did not 
choose to leave the good old lady alone : and Ferdin- 
and, getting inteltigence of this change of plan, remains 
down stairs till we disperse to dress for dinner. He 
has also robbed me of my old partner at batdedore and 
shuttlecock ; andthis evening I was forced to supply het 
place atthechesstabie with Mr* Hanmer, to give her and 
Lesmore an opportunity of looking over a huge port- 
folio of etchings and drawings, which Mr. Archer 
brought from Italy twenty years ago, and which has 
remained peaceably unexamined in the library till drag- 
ged forth by this amiable pair to serve as a pretence for 
their detaching themselves from the rest of the party. 
She afterwards sung to him ; and, at the conclusion of 
the evening, they took possession of a sofa at some dis- 
tance from us all, and, wholly engrossed 1:^ estch other^« 
conversation, verily forgot, I believe, that any one else 
was in the world. 

' What think you of this toarvellous change ? Good 
policy and delicacy equally forbid my appearing to no- 
tice it ; but the secret satisfaction with which I view it, 
gives a spring to my spirits^ and a glow to my heart! 
Geraldine Fauconberg,.! now feel assured, will become 
our sister ; and in her will Lesmore find every attaching 
quality, every merit, and every talent, that gives happi- 
ness to domestic Hfe, or graces and adorns society! 
Sweetly easy, cheerful, and unconstrained is her whole 
behaviour to him ^ whilst his towards her aiK^ounts to 
little less than adoration. Nobody interferes with them, 
no one takes the liberty to hazard any raillery j but M 
here witness their increasmg regard with ^ilent^ heart- 
felt satisfaction. 

How will dear Madame de St. Hermine delight »ad 
exult in the accomplishment of her predictions ! I long 
for her return ; I long to behold in her still beautiful 
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and ever-interesting countenance,— -the eraression of 
generous and affectionate joy, which, at such a sight, I 
know will beam upon it ! 



Nov. 20. 

William and M^iy were married this morning. They 
did not come here after the ceremony, as was expected, 
but, at the earnest request of some of the bridegrocmi's 
friends, staid and dined at his father's, with a large p^r^ 
ty of relations. We shall have them here the day after 
to-morrow. 

Whilst Ferdinand was with them at church. Lord 
Litchmere, whom we have seen less of this week than 
usual, called ; and, before he l^t us, Mrs. Neville and 
Emma Cecil paid us a visit likewise. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hanmer liappening not to be present, Mrs. Neville, 
soon after she was seated, said— - 
. ** My dear Miss Fauconberg, when will those wor- 
thy, but provoking friends of yours, go away ? When 
shall we have the happiness^ once more, to get ypu 
amongst ua? The £verleys, and myself, and half a 
hundred others, are repining most bitterly at the seclu- 
sion to which you condemn yourself. Do fix a day for 
coming, with Miss Lesmore, to dine with me.'' 

*' We cannot, indeed, at present," replied Geraldine ; 
*' bjat as soon as Madame de St. Hermine returns, ^e 
shall be delighted to accept the invitadon.'' 

*V Well, then, I must have patience ; but let me pre- 
pare you for the sort of guest *you will find with m^. 
Sir Henry Tresilian, who makes a species of idol of 
this little creature," looking at Emma, ^^has bew 
plaguing me with a volume of tetters, to solicit permis- 
sion to come and see her. I think the request natural 
enough for an idle man, and should be perfectly disposed 
to comply with it ; but as he does not talk of bringing 
Lady Tresilian with him, and I «n not yet in my grand 
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climacteric, I so far condescend to court the favour of 
a gossiping world, as to encumber myself and my house 
with the \^ery queen of the gossiping sisterhood ; v^hose 
plausible primness^ however, and antediluvian appear- 
ance,^may give a sanction to my conduct, and enable me, 
without fear of censure or malignity, to receive whom 
I please.'' 

There was no one presjcnt who felt entided to rembn- 
strate with Mrs. Neville ; yet we all, I believe, at the 
conclusion of this speech, experienced a sensation of 
mingled concern and disapprobation. If Sir Henry is 
so devotedly attached to his little niece, why take her 
from him ? At all evfents, why admit his separate visits ? 
Lady Tresilian, though with less ostentation^ is jus( as 
fond of the childtis SifTflenryl How will the best hearts 
in the world harden themselves sometimes against par- 
ticular individuals, and be betrayed, merely from dis- 
liking the cast of a countenance, into committing real 
acts of injustice] Mrs. Neville, I am persuaded, ne- 
ver reflects upon the part she is acting towards Lady 
Tresilian j^Jkit happening, unfortunately, to find h^r 
insipid and dull, allows herself, without further provo- 
cation, to niake her comfortless, and perhaps unhappy. 

We encouraged her as little as possible to dwell upon 
the subject*; neither Geraldine nor I ever feeling so lit- 
tle disposed to love her as when she is talking of the 
Tresilians, or of her usurpation of Emma Cecil. 

In the course of het visit she discovered what, till 
then, she had not appeared to suspect, that Ferdinand 
was actually a resident again at Highgrove Park. She 
asked how long he had been returned from towii ?- And 
when we told her, forced a smile, and said— 

^ Pray let him know from me, that he-ViU find his 
eyes by no nieans in safety, the first time we meet, un- 
less he devises some credible excuse for his ungracious 
neglect of me during the three whole days he has spent 
almost at my very gsHe !" 




'* Consider,'' said I^ ^*the abominably weather we 
bad yesterday ; and reo^ember that to-day he U gone 
to a wedding !" 

" Never tell me of weather and weddings— the far- 
famed, and ** unfortunate Miss Bailey/' was not used 
more " ungenteelly !" 

Then, addressing Lord Litchmere, who had home 
very little part in the cotiversation, but walked about 
the library, examining the title, of the books, she 
said — * ^ 

*^ Come, my lord ; you, at least, shall go home with 
me, and do your best to ^iford nie some relief from the 
nausea excised by poor dear Mrs* Southwaight'a acqui- 
escent conversation !" 

Lord Litchmere, who; on his first, coming in, ha4 
been asked by Mr. Archer to meet my brother here at 
dinner, Informed her of his engagement, and civilly de» 
clined her invitation* 

She then rung for her carriage, and less out of hu^- 
mour with us all than I expected her to have been^ con- 
sidering th^ ill success of ner several applications, soon 
after went away. 

We now e^xpected, and watched with considerable 
impatience for the return of Lesmore, in order to gather 
from him some account of the wedding. No Lesmore, 
however, made his appearance till after Lord Litchmere 
was gone home to dress. 

We met him at the library do«r. 

" Well, Ferdinand," cried I, " is the important cere- 
mony over ? You have been a long time away.*' 

.. " True," answered he ; " and I must away again, as 
soon as 1 am dressed." 

*' Where, then, are you going ?" 

** To Mrs. Neville's ; I met her on my return hotne^ 
and she made such a. point of my dining with her, -that 
I could not refuse it without giving her absolute of- 
fence." 



^* Humph !" ejaculated I ; aad glancing my eyes to-* 
wards Geraldine, I thought I beheld a flight shade of 
dissatisfaction, or, more properly speaking, of disap- 
pointment cross her brow. AU she said, however, and 
that with great mildness, was— 

" I am sorry you will not be here to meet Lord Litch- 
mfire, who has been invited on purpose.'* 

" And r am sorry tob,'' replied he; "but I shall 
get away as early as I can, and hope to spend the great- 
est part of the evening at home." 

He then went into the study to inform Mr. Archer 
of his engagement, and Geraldine and I retired to pre- 
pare for dinner. 

We saw no more of him till near ten o'clock. When 
be came in, every body, except myself, was engaged 
round the card-table. Mrs. Hanmer, after tea, had 
proposed a game of whist, which was to have consist- 
ed of herself, her husband, Mr. Archer, and Lord 
Litchmere. The latter, who had appeared throughout 
the day extremely out of spirits, pleaded the head-ache, 
in excuse for declining to be ^ party concerned in thft 
arrangement* Each of the young ladies were then al- 
ternately called upon. I cannot play at all ; and Ge- 
raldine scarcely knows the common rules of the game ; 
yet, rather than disappoint Mrs. Hanmer, she cheer- 
fully consented to act the part of a live dumby : and her 
services, in that capacity, being accepted, she Cook her 
station, and Lord Litchmere sat by her, offering to di- 
rect her hand. 

I am too little acquainted with the habitual bent of 
this young nobleman's character, to be able to account 
for the very evident change I have, during his last 
three or four visits, remarked in his countenance and 
general appearance. Gay he never was, I believe ; but 
at times I have seen him remarkably cheerful: he 
wore an air of contentment; he conversed readily 
and agreeably ; and though he confined his attention, 
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periiaps somewhat too excluaivd^, to Geraidiocv ytt 
he understood the art of Eendering himsdtf, more or 
less, acceptable to every body. AQ this is now at an 
end ; he comes more rsurety to the bouse, and whibt 
here has a look of serioosness amounting to dejection : 
seldom makes any effort to address himself particularly 
to Geraldine, and has excited in us all a strong idea, 
that something painful hapgs upon his mind, wad in- 
jures, at once, his health and spirits. 

It has occurred to me, that die precautions employ* 
ed of late by Geraldkie, to avoid bis too gi'eat a8si<fan* 
ties, have not escaped his observation, and have hoit 
and alarmed him. If such is the case, I pity him sin-* 
c^rely. What, when he finds he has a rival, wiU be bis 
feelings, if, even whilst he believes her attached to no 
o&er, they are so acute, that on the first symptoms of 
reserve and coldness, he suffers thua severdy i 

Geraldine has ncA a suspicion of the cause which I 
believe to have produced his disquietude. She seer 
the effect, however, and appears much concerned for 
him. Now that he has ceased to distinguislr her in so 
marked a manner, she seems anxious, by every little in- 
tention and civility in her power, to relieve his jnelati- 
choly, and draw him into general conversation. She 
attributes the change in his looks entirely to his feeling 
indisposed ; and treats him exactly as, were he sick, I 
should, in my best humours, treat Ferdinand. 

On the return of this latter from Westhill, the card- 
players made a pause iii -their game, and he went up 
to the table. Lord Litchmere, who had not seen 
hiry before since he last came down, shook him by: 
the hand in the- most friendly manner, atd Gerald- 
ine welcomed him with a smile, which I was glad, for 
his own sake, his lordship did not observe. 

In a few minutes he was ordered to sit down quietly 
by me, and let them finish their rubber undisturbed. 
He came and placed himself near the little table at 



wUcIt.I was workbgvaipd I asked him Mr bat sori, 

o£ day he, had passed^ and whoih he met at Westhill ? 

^* Nobody but a simpering, obsequious old lady,'^ 
answeced. he,.^^ who seetDs es^blished there for the ex- 
press purpose of lavishing the laost fulscHne flattery up- 
on . the mistrtess of the house.'' 

'* And is it kindly received ?"' ,\ 

^^ It is atarcely even listened to* Mrs. Neville 
abridges half her fine speeches with undisgiused im- 
patience; looks fretted, and almost ashamed every 
time she opens her lips ; and seems either to ques- 
tion the sincerity, or deride the meaning of all she, 
says»" ; 

I then informed him of the moiive to which Mrs« 
Neville had herself ascribed the invitation she had 
given to this parasitical Mrs. Southwaight. His coun- 
tenance changed in a moment; he listened to me with- 
the most earnest attetitiot:^; and seemed disturbed as if 
hy some unusually painful reflections. He scrupulous- 
ly forbore, however, giving them utterance ; and, after 
sitting silent a cpnsiderable time^ insensibly led me to 
talk upon other subjects. ^ ; 

Mf anwhile^ poor Geraldsne, though her face retain- 
ed its wonted expression of s[weetness astd good-hu- 
mour, could tiot wholly suppress a few involutitary^ 
yawns, occasioned by the immoderate length of the 
game. Ev«n Mrs. Hanmer complained of it,; and I 
am persuaded that nothing but being in the vicinity of 
Geraldine could have detained Lord Litchmere at the 
card-table, though merely as a looker- (y, one quarter 
of the time. 

" An hour may be tedious^ but it cannot be long,*'* is 
the saying of one of our modern sages*'. Geraldine^ 
perhaps, consoled herself with this reflection, whilst her 
task was drawing to a close ; and, in due time, re- 
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ceived the reward of her patience, by experiencing i^ 
truth* She rose up, completely tired, and a cpi»i- 
derable loser : but with as unclouded a brow as if she 
had been spending exactly such an evening as would 
have been most congenial to her taste and wishes. ^ 

In these trifling transactions, more than in points (^ 
greater importance, is the real temper distiiiguishedc-— 
Perhaps I might, oh serious occasions, g^fls evidence 
of as high principles, and show sparks of as good a 
disposition as Geraldine ;hMt in lesaer instances, whc^ 
les petites morales only are concerned, she inak^jaiGrv 
blush perpetually at my own inferiority. So many 
trivial occurrences fret and disturb me, which fldsjbf; 
harmless across her serene mind ; she bears the comM-. 
mon little disappointments ot vexations of life with it 
tranquillity so unruffled, that a superficial obse|H^er 
might be tempted to accuse her of want of feeling, Tht^ 
fact is, that, for herself, she does Want feeling, in thes%^ 
minute particulars. She makes the content and .fiS|t^ 
commodation of others so much her object, and, pamjif^ 
from nature, partly from education and habit, is- bt:^^ 
come so indifferent to her own -exclusive gratificliti^^^^^ 
that I sincerely believe there is nothing temporal :sl^ 
would not renounce to please another, except |i&' 
friends, her fame, and her word. ""!: 

My brother and Lord Litchmere, after the-cftti|^ 
party broke up, entered into a social conversation* * 
They appear mutually well disposed towards ea<^ 
other, and, but for our mischievous little Gerafdiric^. 
might become, very cordial and unreserved frien&^ 
But I suspect she will speedily prove the means of 
estranging them ; for who can bear a rival neart&e 
throne ? ^ ^ 

My dearest Augusta, farewell. 

J. h. 
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VfjL have had a letter from Madame de St;» Hermine^ 
who teaches us to expect her arrival early m the ap* 
proaching week. She writes only a few lines, but 
those are dictated by cheerfulness; and we hssive 
now the pleasure of knowing her to be relieved froxn 
all apprehension relative to her son's recovery* 

Yesterday was fixed uppn for the receptioa here ot 
the newly-married couple^ William Weston^ and hia 
pretty Mary* The father of each, and the aunt o£ 
William, were invited to partake with them of the 
plentiful, and I might almost say elegant, repast pro- 
vided on the occasion. Several young men and wo« 
men, the sons and daughtera of Mr. Archer^s^tenanis^ 
had likewise been asked to enliven the da^ ; siod, early, 
in the evening, the arrival of the village Orpheus, ift 
the shape of a lame and squinting fiddler, gave the sig*^ 
nal for their all beginning to dance. 

It happened in the morning, whilst Mr* Archer waa 
out on horseback, he had met Mks« Neville in her cafP? 
riage, and stopped to hold along parley with her. She 
reproached him for being so bad a neighbour ; and, on 
his promising amendment as soon as his fri^ds the 
Hanmers were goil^, she laughingly said, 

"Well, but why should these, dear good soub, if 
they preverft your going.ou^of your house^ withhold 
you from asking other people into it?" 

^" Upon this hint Ispahy^ continued Mr. Archer* 
^' I told^h^r of the party that i^as to dine here, and at* 
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sigfied that as a reason for not inviting her to-day, since 
all my servants would be employed in waiting upon, or 
doing the honours to the bride and bridegroom : biit I 
very cordially pressed her to come td-morrow, ai^d of- 
fered to ask any body she pleased to meet her. The 
sound, bride and hrtdegroom^ has, I belkve, a magical 
effect upon all young women. No sooner had the 
words escaped me, than she declared she would come 
this evening to take a peep at them ; and, with this de* . 
termination, wishing me good morning, she ordered her 
coachman to drive on." 

Accordingly, after dinner, just as we were on the 
point of proceeding in a body to the servants' hall (the 
scene of present festivity), Mrs. Neville and Miss Ce- 
cil were announced. They were received with the 
most cheerful welcome, and, having acquafbted them 
witli as much of the young couple's history as sufficed 
to explain the reason of their being thus distinguished, 
we pursued our way to the unadorned, but happy ball- 
room. 

As we apprbached it, Geraldine remarked, with son^e 
surprise, that the music had wholly ceased ; and de- 
sired us to stop, and listen to a strange, unaccountable, 
droning noise, occasionally interrupted, or, atleaat^ 
overpowered by peals of laughter, and loud reiterated 
bursts of applause. Eager to know what this could 
mean, Mr. Archer suddenly stepped forward, aod 
threw open the hall door. You would have been enter- 
tained had you witnessed the confusion this simple opt* 
ration occasioned. The murmuring, muttering, indis- 
tinct sound which had baffled our united conjectures, 
proceeded from honest Caesar, the negro, who, wiiilst 
the company sat down to take some rest and refresh- 
ment, had been prevailed upon to exhibit fbr their 
amusement, one of his native dances, to no other niosic 
than that of his own nasal, uncouth singing. What it 
Biost resembles is the vile twanging of a Jew^s harp ; 
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and yet it is altogether different from that, ^nd from 
every thing else which European ears ever heard. 

Our appearance extremely disconcerted him, and, 
with blushes, perhaps; thopgh such as the tincture of his 
skin rendered invisible to our eyes, he was modestly re« 
tiring to an obscure corner, when Ferdinand went up to 
him^ and, with a look of eiicouraggment, urged him to 
proceed. 

" Come, Caesar," cried he, " finish your dance j we 
shall all like to s^e it, aid Miss Fauconberg will be par- 
ticularly pleased if you go on." 

Caesar glanced his eyes towards Geraldine, and ob* 
serving herSmile and nod, he gained courage. 

^^ ShaU I, mas3a.?" inquired he, looking at Mr. 
Archer. 

'^ Yes, yes, Caesar, by all means." 

Fo^th, then, stepped the emboldi^ned performer, and, 
without farther solicitation, reaewed his fatiguing ex- 
ertions. ., Expert and active, at the same time that he 
possesses an excellent ear, he kept time so exactly, both 
with hands and feet, to his own dolorous melody ; went 
through his task with such impenetrable gravity, "y^t 
made such grotesque grimaces, such ridiculous contor- 
tions, that, once paore, the whole room resounded with 
laughter and plaudits. Our three gentlemen, in parti- 
cular, entertained themselves inconceivably, by drawing 
comparisons between poor Caesar, and a certain Morir 
sieur Poussatin^ mentioned,, I think they said) in the 
Memoirts de GrammonU The parallel afforded them 
so much amusement, that I felt mortified at not under- 
standing its merits. The dance ended, and, crowned 
with the hard-earned praise it so weU-merited, Caesar, 
panting and puffing, humbly atatjioned himself upon a 
bench behind the door, from under which, the next mi^ 
nute, slowly crept forth his faithful ifriend Pompey, who, 
deliberately mounting up on the seat beside him^ stretch,- 
ed his huge fore paws across bis knees, and, burying hi^ 
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broad black nose between them, secoreljr eonduded lui 
evening nap. 

Though we had seen, and wished them joy b^licirei 
Vfe now atl advanced towards the young couple wtid 
were the objects of the/Ste* They stood up on our Iq;^ 
proach, and to Mr. Archer^s inquiry whether they mpfp 
already w^ary of dancing ? readily answered in die tie- 
gative. 

*^ Well, then," said he looking at William, and talfi^g 
the hand of Genddtnci *^here n my niece, eztrefONB^ 
well disposed to bear a part in the amusement. -Qo 
and stand up with her, William^ and call die m^rioit 
tune you can.*' ' 

WBliam bowed, and respectfully walked bydiesl4e 
of his lovely partner to the upper end of the rqodni ; 
Ferdinand, leading out the pretty bride, immedi^iely 
foHowed ; Emma Cecil and I paraded after them, agpd 
then came an indiscriminate mixture of youn^g farmeff, 
and their sisters or cousins ; smirking ladies' mdi€^, 
powdered valets, sturdy housemaids, weather-beai#a 
gardeners, &c. &c.— altogether, th^re stood up neiyrly 
twenty couple ; some fat, some lean, some short, iioqcie 
tall, some young, some old; a few tolerably weH-looli:- 
ing, and others as ugly as Gil Bias' Dame JLeoniirdta : 
in short, such an assemblage of shining, grinning, jo^i^ 
faces, I never before saw collected in one spot. 

The good old-faahioned tune of ^^ Comeiiaste to ^ 
Wedding,'* 4)eing called, our dance began. Willi%i|i, 
though perhaps wholly untaught, was far from bein^a 
clowni^ or perplexing partner: th^e is a surprismg 
degree of native ease, grace, -and propriety in every 
thing he does ; and he proved as good a timeist as Caesar 
'himsdf. Ferdinand found somewhat more difijicui^ 
in getting on equally well with Mary ; she was confused 
and abashed at the presence of so many intruders; 
turned to the left when she ought to have wheeled round 
to the right ; tripped down the middle when she aboidd 
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have changed sides ; and, on discovering her blunders, 
looked so ashamed, and bhished so cruelly, that I felt 
quite concerned for her. At length, however, by en^- 
couragement and occasional assistance, Lesmore ena- 
bled her to do better ; and we were all proceeding very 
prosperously, when an occurrence, at once ludicrous and 
alarming, suddenly put an end to our festivity. 

Some unlucky rural wag, posting himself on the out* 
side of one of the windows (litde suspecting, probablv, 
that Mr« Archer or any of his friends were present), 
contrived, unheard and unobserved, to slide up the sash, 
gently to push back a part of the shutter, and then, 
iKlroitly, to tlitroduce amotigst us a number of lighted 
squibs and crackers !-— The commotion and disturbance 
this witty manoeuvre occasioned, may be better conceiv- 
ed than described. Screams, exclamations, and useless 
endeavours to get out of the reach of the parsuinc; mis- 
chief, were idmost universal. The dog growlea most 
ferociously; men and women, skipt upon the chairs 
and benches ; and those who were fortunate enough to 
be near it, made as hasty a retreat as they could through 
the door. During this scene of confusion, Geraldine, 
dioug^ as watchfril as the rest to avoid the capricious 
windings and turnings of the hissing squibs, was so far 
from betraying any fear, that she was almost incapaci* 
tated from running by lau^ter. Ferdinand hovered 
assiduously round lier, urging her to lose no time in 
getting out of the room; but, before she could eifect 
her purpose, the train of her muslin dress, which had 
been drawn up while she was dancing, i^ddenly falling 
about her feet, impeded her progress, and one of the 
squibs darting towards her, the thin texture caught fire, 
and was instandy in a Uaze ! 

A universal cry of terror was now heard. Ger- 
aldine, thotigh she turned as pale as death, had yet the 
presence of mind to stand perfecdy. still; and to this 
most fortunate instance of self-possession, she was pro- 
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bably indebted for preservation froni a calamity too 
frigntful to think of! — Before the flame had time to 
spread, Lesmore succeeded in completely extinguishing 
it i and then, dreading to let her remain another moment 
in the hall, he almost bore her away in his arms ; re-, 
turning, as soon as she was in a place of safety, to offer 
his services to the other ladies* Mrs. Neville and 
£mma Cecil had sought protection upon a form f but 
poor Mrs. Hanmer and myself were extremely glad to 
speed into calmer regions : our provoking disturbers^ 
however, had by this time nearly exhausted their fury | 
and we then had leisure to attend to the vehement im- 
precations uttered by the whole household against th« 
perpetrator of this tormenting trick. .Mr. Archer him- 
self, placable as is his general disposition, appeared very 
seriously incensed on the present occasion. The dan- 
ger incurred by Geraldine had been of so horrible a , 
nature, that he could by no means consider the affair 
iQ an indulgent point of view ; and hearing, that as soon 
as the feat had been performed, William Weston sprung 
through the window in pursuit of the delinquent, he ex^ 
pressed a hearty wish that he might overtake and bripg 
him to light. This wish, however, was not gfatifiefl ; 
the night was too dark to enable William to descry the 
fugitive ; and others, who subsequently set out on the 
same search, returned equally unsuccessful. 

, Whether the guests in the hall resumed their gay 
pastime after we left it, I know not. Certain it is, mat 
those in the drawingroom were all more disposed to 
seek repose and quiet, than to tempt fresh hazards* 
Mrs. Neville, particularly, seemed completely subdued s- 
and, seeing: her take a s^at apart from the company, and 
fall insensibly into a train of silent meditation, 2 ventur- 
ed to approach her. 

^^ Have the bustling incidents of the evening wholly 
overpowered you, my dear Mrs. Neville ?" said I. 

^^^ I was not even thinking of them/' answered she. 
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Then stretching forth her hadd, and draVHng me to- 
wards a vacant chair next to her, she added^^ina IdV^ 
voice, 

"I was pondering upon a discovery 1 have just 
made.'' 

"What is it?" 

She faintly smiled, and answered, 
' ** Your brother is in love with Miss Fauconbei^.^' 

I know not why I was so disingenuous-^since, in 
fact, I felt rather pleased that she had divined th& truth 
— buton hearing her thus unexpectedly avow her con- 
jectures, I was tempted to affect surprise, aoq, With k 
laugh, not more natural than her own smile, ^atd^ 

" And has this idea arisen from the circumstance of 
his forbearing to stand passively by, whilst she wa^ 
burnt to death ?" 

** No, no," cried she, with some impatience, " had he 
then been less solicitous and attentive, I should have 
deemed him a monster ! But previous to her being in 
any greater peril than the rest of the party, he thought 
of, he saw, he assisted no one else. His first impulse 
was to fly to her side ; and while watching over her, 
' with an emotion too evident to be mistaken, even your 
safety he wholly forgot." 

We were in no place where I could freely confide to 
her the state of the case: but ceasing to preserve an air 
of feigned incredulity, I only said, 

" If the fact is such as you surmise, Geraldiiie her- 
self' is yet a stranger to the sentiments she has in- 
spired" — 

" But cannot, without intentional blindness, long 
remain so !— I never saw love — ^genuine, tender love^— 
mdre visibly portrayed, than in the countenance and 
conduct of your brother." 

She would have added something more, but Gerald - 
ine, who had been up stairs to change her dress, just 



then are-appearing, and approaching us, she dropped the 
fubiect. ' 

Shall I acknowledge, that notwithstanding my Gfm 
and fond affection for Geraldine, an emotion of pity 
steals across my mind for Mrs. Neville i Ferdinand, I 
am convinced, has been very dear to her : yet sorrow, 
more than either jealousy or envy, ¥ras distinguishable 
in her countenance whilst expressing her conviction <^ 
his attachment to another. Surely in this, there is 
something truly generous ! 

She went home early ; declaring, at her departure, 
she left Westhill with the feelings of a culprit, reproach* 
ing heri^elf the whole way for the rudeness she was com- 
mitting in leaving her guest behind her. 

^^ But I thought," added she, ^* you would not like 
her, and so I left her at the fire*side, to amuse herself 
with my lap-dog." 

In taking leave of Geraldine, I observed not in her 
aspect the slightest vestige of diminished kindness ; nor 
was there any sensible alteration in her behaviour to 
Ferdinand.-— I love and admire this liberality of heaeU 

Adieu, my dearest Augusta* 

Jt7^iA Lianojts* 



LETTER XXIX. 

THE HONOURABLE MRS. NEYHXE TO SIR HENRT 

TRESILIAN, BART. 

Westhill, Nov. 22. 
ArriveZ'donc I Why forment me so indefitigably 
for permission to come, and, as soon as my consent is 
obtained, relax in inclination to avail yoursdf of it I I 
wish for you now on several accounts. Your last let- 
ter, and> indeed, some which preceded it, merit the se* 



ferest reprehension, and, as I am much too lazy to write 
all I have to say upon them, I am impatient to see you, 
that I may have an opportunity of giving utterance to 
the resentment I amiioarding up against you, Tresi- 
lian, I am not blind to the perviersity of your principles, 
and the shallow sophistry of your doctrine. I knOw 
that in admitting you beneath my roof, I admit one 
who aims at mischief; who thinks himself subtle, and 
hopes to be dangerous. That I do not, after penetrat- 
ing such views, hate and renounce you, proceeds from 
the utter contempt with which I regard all such hack- 
neyed artifices, such flimsy immorality. I have known 
you too long to be ignorant of the wrong turn your 
mind has taken : how your heart may stand affected, I 
pretend not to ascertain ; but your head has undeniably 
got a grievous twist ! Mine, however, remains calm 
and cool ; I detest your pernicious arguments, and am 
armed against them. I disdain the idea of being sha- 
ken by your ill-directed eloquence ; yet preserve foe 
you, from long habit and early intimacy, sufiicient re- 
gard to abstain from coming to any serious breach with 
you. 

Are not you ashamed of pretending to be sentimental 
and romantic ? Tou^ of all men upon earth ! You, a 
thorough votary of dissipation, a complete worldling, 
a creature of fashion, a decided egotist, a scoffer at every 
thing serious and sober! 2iti have the assurance to 
address to me such pathetic lamentations as the follow- 
ing: ; 

** I am dissatisfied with myself and every thing 
around me ; with the world — its delusive promises ;— 
its substantiar disappointments ! — I might have been 
supremely happy in domestic life ; — for, vain and idle 
as the past tenoiir of my conduct has been, I begin to 
feel-^for my own curse — that I have a heart formed to 
prize, beyond all others, the pure and tranquil blessings 
of family affection. Sickened of the follies and extra- ' 
vagancies inseparably connected with the career of a 
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prodigal, aitftchcfl oidj tolus own jkmnfcB^amat otif 
for his own gratification, I pine for peace, for wve, m 
retirement— for a tender counsdlor and asaistant in ti^ 
path of reformauoD. A woman who waa sincerely a(£- 
citous to mould me to virtoe, to aootfae my paauons, 
and gently to guide my future stepa, mi^t now do with 
me what she pleased. I sigh to moor my long^a^tated. 
bark in some calm and placid haven ; to pot myaelf on* 
der die mild sway of some directing spirit, who, with 
mingled softness, gaiety', and wisdom, would lead me, 
by imperceptible degrees, to whatever is most ho* 
nourable amongst men — m<^t acceptable in a bMcr 
world r 

Tresilian, how could yon write such hypocritical 
cant ?— -and, of all people, .bow xx>uld you write it to 
me i Did you imagine, for a single moonent, it would 
impose upon my understanding, or soften my heart i 
Awake, if such was your hope, from the vain illusion, 
and know, that all which these unsuitable sentiments 
excited, was disbelief of their reality, and laughter at 
the intolerable toil they must have cost you in com- 
pounding and arranging. But, upon reflection, I sus- 
pect they are merely transcribed ft*om some forgotten 
novel. In my giriish days, I think I recoUect reading 
a passage very similar, in a half- bound volume, unlaw- 
fully detained by my aunt's waiting- maid, from the cir- 
culating library to which it belonged. As books, like 
every other earthly possession, are subject to a rapid 
transfer, why may not this very volume, its dog-eared 
leaves, marble-papered boards, and noble flights of re- 
pentance, have fallen into your hands i Own the truth, 
my good friend, and I promise to for^ve you, in con- 
sideration of the pleasure with which I re-peruaed what, 
when a miss, I used to read with such solemn admira- 
tion, and thought so interesting and sublime. 

I come now to other passages in your recent letter, 
more seriously censuraUe than any of tbe mock hermcs 



i^tttatmA»A i^picm* I shiidder at the iMBoer ift wlucli 
you speak of jrour wife ! If you wish to remain upOQ 
friendly terms with me ; if you wish, in the slightest de« 
gree^to preserve my good opiniQOyQeyer^ihQck me again 
by such bitteniess of language, auch implacability of 
aYer9ipn ! You have no right so barbarously to stigma* 
. tize her as ^^ the bane of your happiness — -the scourge 
of your existence i^^tbe cool, insensible instrument of 
your heart's profoundest misery !'' I'hese expressions^ 
^ to say the least of them, are unreasonable and unjust* 
She is exactly what she was^ when you voluntarily mar- 
ried her. Her defects have neither multiplied^ nor as- 
sumed a malignant dye ; you ought to bear with them ; 
you ought to look back to the time, when, though you 
professed not great attachment la her, you thought 
yoinrself fortunate in obtaining so splendid a prize ; 
and, ridiculing the idea of a union contracted for love, 
you exultingly acknowledged yourself satisfied with the 
advantages derived from the attainment of wealth. Do 
you not remember, that some weeks previous to the ce- 
remony, I remonstrated with you^ in conjunction with 
"many other of your friends, upon the step you were 
about to take i You laughed at our officiousness ; prid-^ 
ed yourself on the worldly wisdom of your choice ; 
talked of the alliance like an avaricious moneydealer^ 
intent upon making a profitable bargain ; greedily anti- 
cipated the benefits of the contract ; and, after enjoy- 
ing* f^r nearly five years, all the conveniences and luxu- 
ries attached to the possession of that affluence you 
were so eager to attsin, dienote a disposition the most 
perversely ungrateful, in spuming at the ladder by 
which you mounted to the summit of jipur wishes. 

I have now nearly concluded my aaimadversioos* 
When J began, I meant not to have said a tenth part 
so much 'r but the subject once touched upon, was diffi- 
cult to quit ; and numerous are the additions I might 
yet myake to what is already here stated* The refiec- 
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doM that €rowd^upoti"m3riniiid are endlessi-^— Come 
and hear them, it is no presumption, Ihope^tosay^ 
that I fear«you as little as I feel disposed to spare you. 
I ought) I believe, in strict propriety, to be very rcserv* 
ed ^d very ahgry with you. 1 am angry at your treat* 
ment of your wife : but your declarations to myself^ 
though impertinent, and, in fabt, highly reprefaeasible, 
excite in me such a propensity to ridicule, that I cannot- 
consider them as fit subjects for g^ave and permanent 
. displeasure* Come, then ; yet not as to your guidcy 
your monitress^ your comokr^ your hearths chosen and 
adored friend ; come rather, as to your undisgoned re« 
prover ; your most tormenting derider; your merciless 
and implacable insuiter. If you are really unhappy, 
seek consolation from a new succession of amusements 
-«from the study of philosophy if you please— -seek i^ 
in short, from any source likely to bestow it— but never 
dream of obtaining it from me. Wholly against my 
own will, have you chosen me as your confidant, and 
set me "up in your distempered imagination as the^b«# 
ject oi your unlawful worship. I never mean to rea^^^ 
lize the phantom. But let me now choose a more 
"agreeable theme. 

Kmm;i Cecil hourly wins upon my affection. As a 
pompanion—- 1 might almost say as a friend**— I find her 
far a^>ove her years. She possesses, in a remarkable 
degree, that rare and ever-to-4)e-valued mental endow-^ 
ment, judgment. She never utters, it ts true, nor per- 
Ibrms, any thing that denotes genius.— ^Oh, to how: 
many is^ that rare and noble a^ribute falsely^ and pro* 
ifdkcXy ascribed ! — but on no occasion does Uiie ever be- 
tray, puemlieycyrbluntfiess of apprehenuon. . A more 
sound ly^constituted mind never came under my obser- 
vation. - Her favouritie pursuit is reading : ftom mere 
books of amusement, I have had the wisdom to debar 
her ; but works of useful information engage and rivet 
her attention for hours and days. To her musical ta- 



tests I give all the cuUvatien ia ny own power, wd bafve 
procurei for her the best jaast^r Ixould hear of in the 
county. Meanwhile, cheerful, obli^^gv always ration^ 
al, she is the very picture of innocence, the very model 
of attaching simplicity. Lovely litde crenture ! would 
I had been bom with a spirit haU* as happily organized ! 

Miss Fauconberg, more beautiful, more brilliandy 
endowed, both by nature and fortonc, but not less pure 
and ardeas than our precious Emma, hss (unconsciously, 
{ believ^)^made a conquest worthy .of herself. Ferdi- 
nand Lesmore udmires and adores her. I know not 
why.I should hesitate to acknowledge diat Lesmore, of 
all the men I have ever been acquainted with, has inter- 
ested and pleased me the most. He is not, generalty 
speaking, a popular chiuracter : but, when well under- 
stood, he is irresistibly agreeable. He has a thousand 
virtues, without any of tfieir extremes ; without any 
opposite vices to deduct from their value. He is spii* 
nted without impetuouty ; aocom{^hed without pre- 
aumption; frank without iUUbrecding i and penetrating 
without dislruat.— »To the ease and pcdish (H a man m 
fashion, he connects a feeling and noble heiut, and the 
soundest rectitude of principles and conduct. If be 
has a serious feult, it is that mr which I myself might, 
I fear, be censured with most justice. He looks with 
too much contempt upon weak, frivolous, and ordinaiy 
characters. This intokranoe of disposition A^ will coilr 
quer j his understancUng is too good, and his nature too 
generous, to dlow it permanent root. Whether / shatt 
ever have the wisdom to overcome it, is somewhat more 
problematical. 

That it is but reasonable to ^eak cautiously upon 
this subgf ct, I have hourly occasion to convince myself* 
No internal resolutions, no preconcerted efforts, no con^ 
scientiotts endeavours, have power to make me endure, 
with decent patience, the faults and follies of my pre<» 
seal inmate-^poor, dear, obsequious, and ^ney-tongued 







Mrs. Southwaight ! Tou knbw why I invited her ; but 
you kiA>w not the torment it is to me to have a being of 
herdescription under my roof. I perpetually repeat to 
myself, ^ She is my guest ; she came at my own desire ; 
I must bear with her,.or I violate all the laws of hospi- 
tality!''— In despite of these secret remonstrances, I feel 
and demonstrate disgust every^ time she opens^her tips. 
The flattery with which she surfeits me is so incredibly . , 
fulsome, so direct, so shameless, that she almost drives 
me into a passion! Wonderful is it, that a woman 
possessed of a tolerable competency, not meanly bom, 
nor wholly uneducated, should have adopted a vocation 
in all respects so contemptible ! Would you believt, 
that she absolutely condescends to pay fruitless, but un- 
wearied court to Furte^ my snarling little old French 
dog ?• The creature has flown at her two or three times ; 
and even in its best humour turns from her with airs of 
disdain, which prove, that there is nothing to which you 
-may not niake yourself too cheap. She aims at ingra- 
tiating herself with every individual in the house. 
Poor Emiha she persecutes from morning till night with 
fond epithets, and boundless exclamations of wonder at 
her prodigious cleverness and genius. The good girl^ 
when first addressed in this extraordinary style, bitch- 
ed, and hung her head in painful confusion : but grow- 
ing used to it hy degrees, she now hears all these flA« 
thitygs with the profoundest indifference : and, perhiips^ 
knbwing that we all came into the world for some use- 
ful piirpose, thinks that Mrs. SbuthMrai^ht was created 
to poibt out to her fellow-mortals, the folly ^nd mean- 
ness of lavishing indiscriminate adulation. 
> Adieu. Hasten, by your presence, to put me in cha- 
rity with this poor woman s society. She is of no 
earthly use here, now, but to sour my temper.— Oh, the 
mellifluous compliment that will be showered upon 
your devoted head ! Adieu. 

- Frederic A Neville. 
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LETTER XXX. 

SIR HENRY TRESnJAK, BART. TO THE HONOURABLE 

MRS. NEVILLE. 

Thombury House^ Nov. 24t. 

The unexpected, and, dt this moment, undesired, ar- 
rival of a party of sporting guests, obliges me to defer, 
for some days, my intended visit to Westhill. Yet, 
though I flatter myself with the hope of so speedily see- 
ing you, I cannot forbear saying a few words upon the 
contents of your letter. 

How severely you deal with me ! In some respects, 
how unjustly you accuse me ! Can it be, that you really 
suspect me of dissimulation f Do you, indeed, so littk 
know me ? I can scarcely conceive it possible. — Say I 
am presumptuous in having dared to communicate to 
you my sentiments ; reprove me, if you will, for the 
harshness with which I spoke of Lady T ; blame 
me for making so mercenary a choice ; laugh at my re- 
pinings, and exult in my punishment : but class me not 
with the vilest of the human race ; attribute to me no 
deception ; nor even imagine that, in a single expres- 
sion, I designedly had recourse to exaggeration. 

I have time for no more. Let me only entreat you 
will hold the balance in suspense till we meet : I merit 
not so rigorous a judgment. Believe this ; and believe 
me, my too dear and ever-lovely friend, your faithful^ 
sincere, and submissive 

H. T. 
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y THHpUGH ALBANIA, and other Provinces of Tui*^ 
In£iii>op0 and Asiaj to Constantinople; in the years 1^09 and 1810. 
^ > ^ ^ By J. C. libBHOUSE. 

^^>:^r'r^'J^: . InSvSls/Svo. with a 4to. vol. of plates. 

fTpt^se volumes are tiiie wprk of a. person ^ery? active and observMit, yqji 

j^i^l|g«i^^ and largely furnished with the prerreqidsites fdf tra^^Uiiiig m^,/. ^^ 

'^h^h >'5^brk will fnlly merit a stand and place in all ^Ueistions af^oya^t^?* 
|il^t%F3^,l5y tiie industry and dixierpf research cons|Hcaotist^ 
itj^ieijiv^hy tjhe spiritj viyaei^, and good sense pf : the general nittT&vijC*^'t, 
r'^M-.-\ ■-/:'••, ■^;.. ■_,/,. -■. .-'. Qmrt&rfy B6i^it>.':^^ 

p^ e!venr speisies «f readers^ these volumes will jBrove a moltibtk^^tai^*'^ ,. 
^ ii^i but to fti^ schjolar ^ bmne, ^ouehey JBrit, Crit. Jit^0y 1^1^, ^: 
^1^8 ic^a^sicld narra^ve of a very Interesting journey, hajirieapfed'; ##©*•? 
"""*'%, hef^ we \M^^ c®p«jrtaiii5ly of perusing tl^e;^;^ and w^; , 
jM^wee'ss which it hf^ Ge»/«^af-/,i?W%/l^i%^;^^ 

jB(liei!|y^l|i^k ^pf authentic^ anid< pf cdiligent observation di^gw^^ ;- 
" ^^^IilielB^^ They are registers of unquestionable fideli^.** 
^**'' ■ < /, . Idterdty JPan^amOi F^lHii^i 

_ iiiffl*ative.w)u<^ he hs^ produced bears unqu^stionabli^^inarks of a 
lolijli^ealpiicious and obs^rvatait mind'; and the same may be said of tiiie 







I|>V' ih|b ii^l&JB(i|ii&;^ere, and of those on Che B^equibo, 4ie Berbiee, and other- 
I %<£Mai^mYmoC^uyana. By HEKRY BOUKISBBPJ^ E^. /^ 



Price 150 centriipi boards. 
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^V^oduetions ofl^ friend^ Xiord B^n, who accompanied him inm 

.. ■ . \ Mritish Review, 

ejIONS of ITALY, ENGLAND and AMERICA, wifli Es- 

^^arioiissubjejcits in Morals and Literature. ,' 

''^3^- By F. A, DB GHATIBAUBRIANI), '. 

H**igp^% irf*** Travels m Greece ^ Palettine," ** Beauties of Ghristiainity,* 
"x^^^Mln^vaiiriei^S^enti^iB^^^ ^ ' .J*" 

|pi^M« uiiateaubT^ aiid b^u^ 

"rlfllfe^ri^e hismore^^M IM. Pan*. _ . 

f^^^^.<^vei^f0^viie in these recollections the elegant and romantic afULtI^<^'^ 
^li^tllii^^^^ These reoqUe^t^ntff^ • 

^ '^^^i^^^pif^ picturesque imagery, and^not^e thbughti^'*' * 

.^^^^#.^'^'''. "' ''■■ ''•^' ^ • '■ - ',- ' ' . LUerary Begiwier. ^^ 

^v^i^-i. . TCTTHE DElSfffiRABV, containing a statistical aciiOMitrf 
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wlt;h a Map of lli^fiiiigiii JMt 9i. 

^^^i^d^Tkiim ba^eVer Bad tb^ opprntuhity of doiog. 
.^#i|itxnr tlie Temfote pfl^eeca^ .and df \y^^ih>£ii^ 

— ^ qC tb<08e i^)ere^oiui&iy and^^t^^ 

: td Jul iray io jWfedini^ a|«>, of *^:l«iS 
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^i^b'e^si^ei^tp iB^l^Qt. - it^ describes tom^eufibW.^ 

mlia; an^ Paphoa*— and tbie Temple or Mpsque/of JTpb^t^i 
"Mfliere tbe Sultan, at bis aceession, is girt with tbe sab^e, 
" "ChtistJatt b^s beenh able to penetrate. I'he substance of 

been r(^d1>efbre thig Katbnal Institute at Paris>' and. ei 
, «St there. %. 

JURTTERS ONvENGLAND: Comprising descrii>tivei. 
< niarks|on the state of society, domestic efjonomy^Jbabits j^- 
'dodditioo of the raanufactuiing classes generally.' iQteV * 
" leelbuieous observations and reflections. 

By JOSHUA E. WHITEjV Savannah '"^|5,., 
" Iii^vyols. 8vo. Price 450 cent3 in b9a^8.tjij'£^, 

',;. ^RIPTURB ATLAS, containing 10 '4to. Maps, viz. l7l 
"^^ the Cbildren of Israel from Rameses to the Land of I^mise^t 
\ iisiaQ as ^i*bn^^l to 'Abraham and his post^ty ; 3. MapoT'" 
" of ihe places rectfi'dedjn the five Books <)f Moses ^ S.^Mapc^ 
, tim,e of Joshu^ ; ^- IWrap of the pur veyoi'ships in the Rii^ 
,„7. Syria an,dA89yt4a ; 8. Map of the Dominions dfSoldmoi^);i6^.i 
lAod of 3^ia^^ or •Tbrusidem- and the adjacent countiy j •; -K "" 
Travels #theApdstlei^ Price 150 Aenta>half iMUndi^,^^ |.^, 

'i^K ACCOUNT of a VOYAGE to ABl?SI»Ml^,>4iil^i 
Jftufe INTE^IOB of that COUNTBY> e^t^ciited- under -tl^? 
'British government* m tbe years 1800 and 1810 ;' in vhfcbi^ 

' acedunt ^ the PORTUGUESE SETTLEMENTS oil ^ 
COAST of 'AFRICA* visited in the course of the voyage ;i^ 
p^ry of late occurrences in Arabia Felix; and some "^ 
»g the Aboriginal African. Tribes, exten(fing fronr Moanpai 
borders of Egypt, together with voicabulariiBs of theii' respec 

, • By IIENRY SALT, Esq. P. R, 8. &e. 4. 

" In I vol. 8va with a Map of Abyssinia* -* ' ^y* 
^ .. Price 275 cents irt boards. , -^i^v-m,^^ 

- •*» Mr. Salt va« already known to the public ^ the eoi^^ 
Valentia, in his Eastern Travels, an^ this account of a neW%| 
■ unia has exalted and established his reputation as a sensiUe' 
el^fi^uit writer, and an able draughtsman.. Mant^ 

i TOUR THROUGH ITALY, exhilSSting a view of iS^ 
i^ ANTIQUITIES, audits MdNUMENtS ; particularly i|^ 
J^BGTS of CLASSICAL INTEREST and ELWClDATpil^^ 
''^c^ittht of the present state of its Cities and Townia ; sUf^M 
-vvalionS on tbe recent spoliations of the French. - ' . ^ 
By theRev. J6HN CHETWOBE RUST^^ 
In 2 lai^e vols. 8vo. with 10 plates. Price 650 cents' 
" This is one of the best h^c^ of travels that has ap]^^? 
i;a]iour labours." £d» Bev, «?Vb. XLU*p* 3r. 



?k^u. 






i(p^ 



'r 



%■ 



^?ftt--M 












r '■ _ 






:t^#^l^' 



L'^^SiKlVW^i 














-V^ 





■-^^ft, 



4k; ieeessa^ to 









.■'>■! 



e'T»*iin5a8 



iiaei»vsa3»*i ili€!^B^i^p$ri (rf^fe^Lmfr p^^ ii| 



ptiQi(|ile66iii ciahnot .fail ip add.cc^isH^iraibly 'td^.x^patititial^ is^^li] 
ri^4iBli1)f the i^ipoAi^^ fw^ Wi^igmjei^ the minei 




^w 



of the*^^s|lifeato:<e^^€&e ccMofiyjiias lii<hart»>beea yei 

.-i^^. ^ AraeiTCft;. 4r Tli«,BH|iilli **"" 

^ ^^_ .^ l.#iRhod$^^Q^d4^ 11. G<!bifed:fc#; 

w^aAkf^ -iMl^&nmyXyw^} "l5;^Iyelawal^el 16.,Ms 
l«.'It(H^^:6ar(mn»i 19. &Qttth?CarQUpr} 20. GTeoi^ 
f^m- 1}^&isii^r2^#he ]S#lri^^ 24. W 

'' 'WeilM^'l^lcbigpil^ llUoffc^ jfeU I^$ftna yerritories ; 
•danar27. 5^}ll4lB#riiT«^ 5. 48: SfeVen Ranges ^ 
^ "^ few ;.^. jWeXico ; Sb, The/West Indies; 
iRRO i J3Mt)tit^' Axhef^c^ Y 3^^ e«ra^1 

iw-wart i&;tlus«a ; 40.''afe6tlaiid ; 4l.f 
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tory of Ldtiisiaiia '|li||f me ]no]7idp;7:'C^ _ 
commerce, A&d «»nmciai:68;;Jh^an^ _ 

Louinanians, tlie state of ^lavejy am^pgst tliexp^t^ 
laid Mileral ricltes^ that ^htiy*;' V^aescriptiqr* 
^tgu^(^tir m favoitr of^e eol^tui^Yihaf vtm 
gratioii^ &ot!i W«l^j ant^rkir to the '^Buafeoveiiy . 
yofamp, -"^ ^ s :'^' - '- \ "y;' '^ • 'V^^V,.-- 
*^Thie 8^1e, altfa<Kugli it assumes the cl^pa^br^^' 
pure and chaste* and we doi^iallj c6njg;ratu]ate t)ie S^l 
of cKaraoter he has; assumed, for such jindoubtd^il i^^ 
to be 80 undassicar as to write common sense. Hel slh ' 
inastet'>of the roateiials that he . manages*^ atody'^^^e^, 
page, :We,haTe foiind ourselves seated with, him l^^e^ 
crs, pl^nng into the glooms of inextricable Vitdmiessei ^ 
heists ^desailb mountains, instead of forgetting If] thei^ 
briuii|^cy of a paragraph! We wished to e4plot^| thfe^ 
na r and by the lighiof his lamp we have explored 'thefif.*^ J 

AfeiiLS imNIMUS, or a -new set of PbCKfiT I'M^ 
EXIPmiSS, KINGDOMS, and STATES/ wiA' Ge«ghipl 
relative to^ach. Drawn and Engrayed by J. QIBSOirCi'^^'^^ 

In ISmo. ^ricel dollar, half boundv.,^^..^ 

CAiiPY'S AMERICAN POCKEJT ATLAS, c^titainliij^li- 
TJnited States ; ; ij. Vermont ; 3. New-Hampshire ; 4» Main4 
eettBj ., 6. Eliode<rIsland ; ' 7. Connecticut ; 8. New-York ; 9. Ne|fi 
Fennsylva^a ; ll'vDelaware ; 12. Ohio {id. MaryUmd ; 14. Vic^ 
tucky i 16. Nbrth-Cai'ojina. ;. 17. Tennessee ; 1 8. Soutili-Cato^A f 
gia^; ^.^ississippiTcrritory; 21., Upper TerritCi^esotlhe^ 
22. I^uimna; 23. Missouri Temtmy. With aBRUf^B ll 
cf eaek STATE and TEHRrTORY. Also thelBfenans <^ 
of the United States for 1810, and the Expoits fbr-20 ye 
4tn. edition^ greatly improved and enlarged. thn€e '!2 
'VIM^uch usetul, geographical, and miscellaneous informat^ 
l^s pocVet volume, and with the Maps it \^ he f^a]|i^l|^ii 
•for persons in general, and mor^ particularly lort^ds^^ji^u^ 
gin the United States. It is well printed, andihe map§*^ii^^^ ^ 
iiited." Anierican Reviev> and lAterQryT^ 

,. THE AMERICAN MINOR ATLAS ; 4to. «ontwningi^^ ^1^^ 
ms the preceding; PriCe 150 cents, half bound*' J t . J %J* 

T^E STRANGER S GUIDE through PHlIaADELPHlA^ isf^\ 
a PLAN of the CITY, whh an alphabetical list Of all the S 
RitJAids, Lanes, Alleys, Avenues, CouBts, Ship-Yards, PubfiJfji'' 
the City and Suburbs. By JOHN ADEMS PAXTu,.,. , 

In 12mo. Price 150 cents, handsomely half lj0u3fid^>^j2S^|^^ 

TRAVELS THROyGH THE CANADAS, «outainin«^ 
the picturesque scenery of some of the Rivers ian& Lakiiopk^a^Cli^i^' 
of the Pkiductions, Commerce and InJiabitants of tiiose Provumi^ ^.J^^ 

v^ BY.GEORGEHERIOT,ESQ. Vc^^ 

: Inl2mo. Price 1 dollar, iii bwirds. ^.^''^^^ 

^ Altogether we deem it (me of the most o^Oiis publbi 
U^fe appeared.". • ■'-' 
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W| v,38t. ii^wuo<ii|Ad Wales ;. 3^, Ireland; 40. Netherlands^i^^l. 
bl|nQ^& iJ^fipt^Dj^i^,. France '; %. Switeeiiand ; 4^, Jialy.? 
itid Pomeil; ' ^ffTta^^y m Eoirape ; 48- Asm i 49i jJ^mdos- 
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|il4to. I^ $ aoJters,liaff %daiid; V^ 
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iB^^vofauae are f^ttj^^^kprefl^-lii tlic iHle 
*i^^li»Uete, efttw ex^^ttl^.: itevery 

iP,-'^te&j9fflus^(^^ ho^tlie aatKbr»>i^w^ 

be tn^liatjeFea^ UDitetf $f^te«; v^f , 
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MAl^SNf iuROPES; Ad[A, AFRICA, anid tibie^B4n^|^i^,hiti^ 
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WS^^mm^/mSt^ Braail, ChiU, ftsr% Caracas, &c. 
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's OP cnan;icisM. By hekhS" hosie, flf?^«tiy 

Iq^^yqI^jiI^ Price 55Q«e»t?,Jb(bimd/ • •- 

I ; "PAB^^HST CHAT? ii^ aTiewr of the ste^etf jvtl^ 

'^' ^"^Idtemtore aod Amusem^iitorO^^eBansianar.^ Being til^^ '^ 






, ,x«i«^*.««*«SPE€n^^fi^r^oi^I?Him3>HTp®^^ 

; Wii^'WfSl. . Containiogk^temtions upohPARm^ 1^^^^ 

V 0^[|^QMS at theComMencement of the NiheteeiiUi 61^101027. Traqslate 

in'3 vels. ISbM). Price ^ e#rt8v inBjiiilJds. : / ^ :^ %"^- 
*rHB pOLONUL, f 0|.l(J¥ OF.GBEAT^^iUTia^ wi 

*«*^j|i;hfp yoB;|'f^ Ai^^ vvMjvxtis^ Im4 W^St India, Poi^e^^ 
i^^e ij^JMSI^^ftoin^ T^tftism- of Aaobti^rA? com»|^Titios is apeiiq^* 
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cijEtenstve dc^y,^l(%ited and,defended^ viC^^foisidr^e'piri 

mgjratio^an^ STRldTUBia oft^&e t*BATY of ^MiBNI 

* ^J^aB^tds^L^^»*r^^ ' ^ : 

,\ - In 12mo4 . JE^plce oife do^ . 1 

^a^^^iing.>aews of the relations, pres^pt^ai^d Miture, h^tween thi^ 

^l^and &reat Britain, which are develc^^diitijlvis -work, have iiu 

,i4^eri(^n^pl:A)^sihe^ with the idea that it cpu|d ^fi% ^Tait to b^ uaefu 

"^^idisaeiiucia^ iil^^^re. It liierits the mo^s^mus attention of Ui<^ 

^^^|. :|l$])iiSoiul8^>^^ j^^^ nation. ~ Shovtld the f(3^y it adv^^^^ 

^ T-r^ V «.«^~'b^ ^pted-S^iflik^t. there wm'be ii^^i^ibt^s iie^ewlr 

L 1^ #©N^&«(E8* 6P VIENNA. By the^ ABBE aBTpBADT, au 
^ HiCBPi^ ^ci^ Histoiy of ^e^ Mission to Warsaw,^' to. &c. * Translate! 
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In fl[!V^'*i^P^e 150 centftinvhoasds, , 
ivii?6 wotttd^l^dk i9!Ui.^^irity, atidsee ^le^robdble 
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» - '^« -X w^nijiife WHO wo<iin'':Ji^OK tn!wi.^«iFHy, ana;see ^piei<pn;DaiHe resiuis^ 
1 1"* tl^M^ffK^%l*¥iettnai th€^>eGen^ iKOxk of M. Be Pradt wili he an aecepmi 

wand. It.viS et^lhle the inquisitive politician tojtidge, with sonie reaionilbL 
"- . acouratf^, 3»h^er the present oondttton of (Europe he seKded^B a.pef^e» o^ 
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^.■^.. rn* ^^^^.'^v -iit^gTirK^Fi^c^'lrt scents 

*<0r. Haiti^Itcm bins performed ii TO^t i^ 
^IrobtiHg the|tcibI|oatte»ti6ntojna£fineiirs of tli1 

Tb^y are widely ^Bfl^tent ir^'di&^i&loiis t^u^ 
-Jept, 111)4, vfaieii areMuotioiied ^ the authority cf 
8ii|p^orte<d.by'arg;ament8 which, appear aq eonyinci 
cat eonchisionsof suoh Itnpbrtanoe, thatwcv"^'^ 
thoroughly oa^vas9ed; and we Have noippr^lta;^ _ 
unfavorable eitiierto.the author or his reviewer.*' "W£^e 
,8^raiit;the youni; stodetit hi the first principles of ;^il 
cttHeas Tiews whicb deserve the attenuon of the ibbk 

^,.>».c ; c^i ,■» .->, |s- •• ^ ,. ■ .-• 

'jUSTRUCTlONS FOtl THE DRILI^ and dieu 
the Nineteen Manoeuvres. By Lieut. J OHN nV$SE^M^ 
With 33 platfes. In l2mo. Price IfiiS ents, in ' ' " 

AN ACADEMY FOR GROWN HORSEMEN, 
nletest Instructions for Walking, Trotting, Cante: 
bfln^ aad TiimbUng. By GEOFFREr GAMT 
Ridmg Master, Master of the Horse, and Grand 
Venice. '/ - " . ' :' • ^ .. 

Embellished with !:2 Caricatures, from designs b^fS^ 
Pnise 75 cents^ in boards. - \ >;.^ 

v^ ^U •»;** 3^o turn and wind a fieiy Peg^ksus^ 1 1*^> : |^ 
v^y,. '-^ And witoh the world with noble .flortl^inj^i 

^' With great delight do we hail this satisE^otoi 
od^opuitty pubtished before our critical exiUieticey.lBS^ _ 
IiearJty mex'riment and gratification to us. The i&nff0^ 
bnndoar of the ^yriUng, ^nd the unrivalled buriet»ns>^^' 
ways made these books prime favourites, witbaH ^fl^ 
harmless wit and satire, by which no individual ialiairli^.^v 

THE OLIVE BRANCH ; or, FAUI.TS ON BOtH 
IJRAL and DEMOCRATIC. A serious Appeal on i*be 
iual Forgiveness and Hiirraony. Bv M. CAREY. 
Seyentb edition, eiil^ged. In 8vo. Price 275, penti^ 

THE CRIMINAL RECORDER; or, an AlW:f|^ 
RISING GENERATION of both Sexes, erectftd%r 
pi^irsuade them from the dreadful Miseries ^ of i6ud|| 
tlicntic documents,^ By A FRIEND OF MAB&fe 

In 12mo. Price 1 dollar, bouii9^; 

THE HOUSE CARPENTER'S BOOK of PRIGBfe^i 
suring and Valuing all their different kinds of wrt^ j^*^|^ 

In 12mo. Price 75 cents, half boona^. ' 

THE IMMORTAL MENTOR ; or, ^lAN'S 
a Healthy, Wealthy and Happy life. In .3 parts. ^ - ...,_.. 

By LEWIS COilNARO, Dr. FRANKLIN, and Dr. $(C0PR 
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To wbkli ii «dded, Ves^c^t &8r 

4th American edition, imprcnred. J ISm^^ 
on fine paper, lettered, i dollar, * '" 

Tbe^yAD]^ imsquirt OP, K»pd of ad^ 
In SSnio. Price on c^ff^e i^per, 31 ceniS^'; on^fe 
50 cents. ,^i^ -V/N . ;> - 

JOURNl^ DU CHRETIEN, ^EinctifieepartlapiieFe 
NouYeOe et^tion, en Latbi eten Francois augmentee 
* s :' .' : In 18mo. Piice 75 cents, jfeoitHkLr « ^ 

MNB SERMONS, on the Nator^ of t^^ 
our Lord*« Resarrecticm is establiaiied ; and' on Vioriotis o^ 
which ut prefixed j a Dissertation on the Proph^^ of ^e 
aniongtlie Heathen. .' - •- 

By^AMUflL HORSLEY, L.L.D. F.R.S. F.A.3. Late 
StAsiE^. In dvo. Price 150 cents in boarfls. - / * 

*' Etery fragment of this prelate is prpcious i and thotig^^ 
works in general re(j[nire much indulgence, none of tlie writi 
Horsleycan fail to give delight to those who have a reKsh -for 
gumen^ on important subjects. The preliminary rdissertatlon 
phecies' of the Messiah dispersed among the heathen^xhibi^ 
of the Bishop»*8 mind in (a very striking manner, an>'Un|cmfly< 
various learning being brought to illustrate an inquiry of W^ 
On the Sybilline oracles he. lays. somd_ stress, as contuninj^^a 
of traditionary predictions concerning a deliverer to com^ jf] 
after the condition of the human race. From whence* 
eV notices of a similar kind, scattered oyer the east, could arise 
factorily shown by an investigation of the patriarchal history, and 
pliecies delivered by Job and Balaam, all pointing clearly to the ' 
Redeemer. Of the nine sermons which follow, the four first, on 1 
reaction,, are the most laboured in closeness of reasoning and elevai 
guage. ' The last of tliese: is particularly excellent, <ind shows 
risen body of bur Lord had und<^one that transformation fi*6m\(i 
which will be tlie case of be^lievers at. his secbnd coming. The 
five sfrraoWs are on the Divinity Of Cliristj the Atonement, the 
of the Blessed in the Future Life, and the testimony of the HoliC 
sealing the Truth of the Gospel by miraculous operations, and in 
on his work in the minds of those who are called to tlie profe^sipn 
enabling tliem to bring fortli the fniits of righteousness. 

Jlncdectic Magazine, JS^ovember^ 

An ABRIDGMENT of the CHRISTIAN DOCTRINB, 
By BlSEtOFHAY. In 18m6. Price 31 cents, bound, 

THINK WELL QN'Tj or, reflections on the Great Truths 
lliu BeliKion. ^ For evcry^day in the month. 

By RifeHARD CHALLENOR, D. D. 

34th edition, ill ISnio. Price 31 cents, bouhd. ** ""^ * 

The PJOU^ CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTED,, in ti^e nm^^ 
•f the princdpal exercises of Pietv used in the Catholic Church.^?vi4frT^ >-<,.♦. i. 

k-'-y -:%^-^->>-?^^i^ ';. - ■ ^y BISHOP HAY. . ' ^^ j^ifci&i^i^i,'^;'* 
'^^ *" ^ •T.'Ip.J^njo. ^ 

i>15MTiB8-ETRENNES SPIRITUELLES, qontemu^ iles pri^ 
offiis^^^et^al^iesse, l^tin — Fi*an^s; AL'usj^ uutverseli .^f f*^ '^'%--0 

>* J ''"f^Hk Itt 33|no. ulth cu^, fVice 4*' !peatSa,,i?o(iiii4i^ 1K^ 
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^ABtW'^C^^PHB LAIWES. By 

aif^'addit^ seVeh iieW fab!^ bt oifli^r atitft< 
^ PQ^mS f^^aTittfd ti^aCed. ByRf 
Frte?^ ft^lttlftn b«Mfrdi'^- -f^- r - > -^^^KJSi^' 

i^ee|(tu>n froiii'the ])tibli6 diff^ent Irom^tbtt ^| 
tkietipi^ft of the American muse* 1% is a plea9||||^! 
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^,d by the hand of genius, and dclicaU4}^f 94 
takd^willmtJuljbo Bn^t)& die palates of tho«e i 
«5iwit pftfe^jnd^ .: :;^ /z^nFoHp^Ji' 

' ' TO?E P^RNASSMN GARLA^m, W 
POETRY ;^oo«^i% of ti^#{ird8 of two h^h^ii^^ 
works of {b^^m6etditi|ing;ttifilied Poets of the ^i^^ 
lory lines to mh s^tisv^ iJesagned^for the u^ 
ef poe^ in, ffefteraE^ ]^JBS& EVANI^ A* 

iaSoim^ , ¥'hy0'¥ ^0'^^:^ ■■ ■ . . ^ .: 

THE m^HLANBERS and c^er POEltfS. 
Las^ian. :hi ISmo. Pnce 50 eentii; iH lirtWs.' ^i,.^ i 
"-'**"- '*^ - -^^' rf simpli^rty ahd.u ** "^'' 
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TALES OF TERROR. With 3 Caric^tuii*^^f 
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cents* in boards. 
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^ ;*^ TJiialsreiilg^ ^Jlli^PPy piec? pf humour." J ^^^ 

l^STRELSYlof.th^^^ SCOTTISH BORBi:^^ 

4lnd^0m^^<^tBfl^sl(db,^coilectodLifl/;tUe SoU' * 
afd^w of^ddem Ipate foundc^d u^ion -local ti 
^ ^ * ^.^;$v By WALTER SCO _^, 

. ' r i ■ Vn" In 24mo. Price 1 dollar, iS^ 

1?OlJJ^0'S POETICAL WORR3, Com^] 
94mo. Price 2 dollars, in boards. ' - 

fc A^iElrJjO^iwrbMUS ; a ch<Mce selectiSl^ 
ERiS, fit)i^Mndaff, I>ibdin> Colmaii, Freneaiy 
Humphrey^, Hairison, l^wif^ Taylor, Pitt, ^C» 

'- Himo. Price 80 cents, bound^^J^^^ ;. -^m^.^^ ^^i:/> 
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^__ lieiift^^Sj^ ^l&p^i^ever. of at^niij| irarth ; being a 5$rainflf 

it]|[li&e, jiitui^l uitriiouF, 8Ct<^ asis sddoni fcmnd wiui;Ui4 <0|npl^e J^lt^^^^ 
'''^*^^**'^^ ideas jw^iidiifihe^^^^ 3lbn<^^^ 

K. Tran8lat4i"fc6m the Orig^ta&lj'ttjiich. With Notes, f^m- 
' idOA^^OnV retted aiid cow^^ted. - '^ ^ f J/ - . v ^ 

■ -In ll^drPrie^^8«c^ - '5 <^ ^ - ^ ^ 

' * .'^^^^R^cotteefenesS of^costcSlH^i beaii#f of ii^scttptioni and pc^iifer of lma» '^ ^ 
:•; n gnMtloa> that most east^i4i^ and "^nblii^e^^ Vat^Ky^t* sttrpas* '* 

^>.t'^^^€»^^fyQ|Siiit^ean iii^ |/f^d be^i^^^aohjuai^s of oHginali^. tiliat thoSiieV 
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|^<^Brm VIDEO --^ to OFFlCfiE'^ WIF^Br^nd^jftiS^ SlStJ^^A-- 

^ ' ^^^^^4 - In2^. ^l^inyr P%i>»arCinb(^8^ ; *'^^ 

?^ 1||i^i|# V0I9. Hy the ^utHor.of <• §kejtehes;of Chara^Bit^.'? i>rii}^ S drf 
I' - ]Ai«^iik1boards. ;*■ :^ ^•'^ ■ "■ ■ '■ ■ ' '.. ■" '■ ■ .,,y,,. ; X, . ^^* 

i~g^«3 8pee<^^5 ,^d eonversatioiiB^ I. o\ig^t to giye ,tl%pmjma^l . ftH? 





S5H?|imi oft^epen of that liveMlui^dc^oll^ 

f 4^ <^iaian»cter^* 1-w^rit ^RgTIiS^iBiim^ a'^U^I^r^d popularity, 
'' '''■||^fe,^t1>etuall| peca^ P,er80ii^ iwlicr^ pps- 
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Joe^is %thd ap^te^de0F#iis^t,ediii^itl^ 
■l^e^lti^. It is ibj^Jy 4iffi^i; 




issiti^laifS^jall^s^rWe. as ftt^ d<^i6ylrea1l«^t^e p /^F^ 
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Author of _ 
THEWAHDOP 

LORIMER. A Tde. Bjc Ll^t^lUrEBlr^ ^ 

UB, be ^ot emkiebtl^ ^^^»6iiB^^ilrlB hfi^e 4ftm#i^^ 

^ The stoiy excites QA^UAeoiaraoalypowe 

and firbmotes the catite >f iiiorali^' and pr^keoee > 

queneeff of unl-estrained radine^iihd'pMtBiip^lf^.^v * *>^ 

TALESr OF FA^qy, wl. U wntabiing tij^^ " 
B]aU;Jf^y,jmthor of « TriSts of jS^attfre,** Ufi,:m . • , ^ 

^^vbuNG i^(3^«TSR ? or AIJSE^ ■ ^isyj^^ 
" Ropa. in London,*! fee* j|cc, In .13mo^ Price 1 dolUr, in b'"'^~ 

FATHER AS HE SHOULD BE ,- i Novdl in j8 vols; 
- By Mrs HOPLAKD, *' . 

AtitUor of." Maid of Moscow/'V^ Son of a deniuV'^c- ^• 
"lai^'iiibbards;'- , ' ^: ''■':•>- ^ ^;.-,^ "' ''■' >'-^- ' ■';• ,"' : •->«-^« 

** Most of the characslers ai« well imagined 5!^ 6<e nUbri^ ia"' 
tale a lesson fOr married men in their grand ^tnacteric, who ai^ 
lately incorrigibie." - 1 CtU, Beti. My:tt%l5 '* 

THE HEART AND THE FANCY; ^/TALSXNpilEif 

By Miss BENGI«^ s .: ^ 

In li^x^.. Price 1 dollar, in boards. 
5*.Miss Benger ^^ly, be.^d to be a writer jcrf" no ordinary clai 
work cOnt^ns' beautunl sc^tamehtsj and flash^^ real-jgeniuSi 
cb*r8bBtei?$ ar^'^newj , th^'naixatiY^ ot Coi*nelius is T^iy touel 
whole prpmisBs to charn^ihe h<eart, and caipUi^teth6^^£Biney, 
ders:*' Moh.1^, •; , v ., - v 

W.IRED^NOT MATGHEDi or MAtRJ^faNj^ W t: ' 
TIJRY. By Mrs. ROSS: _s*^^^^ ,. 

j^ In 3 vdis. Ifimo. Price 2 dollars, in' hoa^j^%f^i 

. '* We recommend Uiis novel to our liewlV married .faishiot! * 

TRECOTHICK BOWER ;oV LADY OP THE WESTCO^ 
A Tale in ^ vols. . By REGINA MARIA ROCHl^# 

Author <»f the "Children of the Abbey,*' &c.;&c. Prie6 2 

THE MAGIC OF WEALTH. A Novefc . By T. S. S 
Author X)f" A Winter in London/*. &c. &ic. hi,2 ym: l^tao. 1M 
ars, in boards. . ' . \,; ; ' ' vi^T 

^♦.There is mucli insight into, character, wi& a veryl^r sharie' 

T*RAITS OF NATURE. A Kovel. , Sjr Miss. B 
*; • In 2 V0I9. Price .225 cents, in' boards. ,' 

, <f A f^le invention, a dexterity of managem^iit^' aiid alBufin^^ 
mani^ in these yoltunes^ ^^JHoii. Rev. Vot^t/ '''. '^ ■_.\'::^-t^'^: 

iiARRiEI) LIFE j or FAULTS ON AlXj|ii£s. -" , 

' ' • ' , ' ■ : ;v -^ ' . ■' . By: MisslHOWAmi^^" ' ' 
In 3 vols. 18mo. Price 2 doUars^ in boards. %i 
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eyesry xn<;i^ tjbftt'^an recomineiia - fictitioUB 

il^^ARUl^J^JBi!^^ By Mi^s ANNA HAfttAPdBTl^* 
aio. 3[^.^ ea&n^ Wee ^ d[dUu% in fc^ .. ■^' 

(^lpLt8'0fuaiNa▼el ioMe stirikin^^ Wd inaIl7'^f^tlle, eharf^t^ 
^ .dratm. The tiirobrot^iers are modeis of that dhitafroiu ' hevltei 
c|^ Miss Porier has, i^ other occasioiis, proved ht^P^lf'^to lye uHi- 
/Aequainted.'^ Crit. J^* . : • - . * - ~ > 

^MFUSAlu. .1 fly Mm. WESt. . > ; . 

Di" «^Taleofthe Tim68.'< f (Gossip's Storyj^" &c, 850^ In^ToUu? 
te0 S dollars, in board;. - /^ '' / 

^ '|aAWTHORNCO'lT4:(|B.^^^^A^ By*:j^NE9. ;^ 

pipl^ines in one. . In IS^oua* PHce 1 dollar, iC^oaa^ctei^r^T?^^^^^^ 

.£^K?wJfe;mSTORVO|5TOk JON1ES,rFonhdlmg(^: ' : , 

1^ ;. -Bjf Hiamv PIBUMNG^ Esq. • 

In 3 *v6ls. lSnu>« Price 3 doUars,^^ bpttnd. . ,J 

" ^^cjfcfifc^ voIjMpes; JBy Miss t^dlitEN>- S^ghter of 

i^fHPated Dr;^Cq!ien. , Price 2 dqll^ in boards. 

|^43,^u4 allo:«^ eqiinclerab^^^^ to this NoVel ; which we may ^fairly 

^mmend to ou]^ cireulating;^libi^es, as^affbrding mm:h sbnnder eolSE^nih',. 
" ""^ ' P^e^ p^p:ml^ off^-to the public." Cf^t His^^ ♦ ' -^ ' ''^' 

i^^Wimcesin elefeaijtafta chaste langoage, event^%lttch\nught 

in aiiy family, form tj*e |iN>und^ork of this pleasing Novel, it|. 

re is mi&^h to oDmiokiS^, and nothing to blame,'* Eur. Mag» 

l^lTTB^^o^lt'kfJAN NrN and an EI&GCI8H GEJjtJUE- 
rJTBupiWed to be written by J. J. ROUSSBAIT. 

^^ifis^i^?^: , 'ivin ISinOvPrice 50 cents, bpund.^^ :: ; :• 
LRou^ean'8f!<4but in ta^J respects worthy of his exiq^ite p^h. The 
" ' fting^d ]^th0^^--^and the let^ written with^Sj^it Wjdy 

- ,^/'..^;,' ;-JRi!«i. Rev. .' ' ,. ^ ' . .■ ■, ■' ■ -■.■;"•- 

H;;>^e ^iXlfiES OF SIBfeRIA. A Tale founded on 
edfem the Pr&Tof MADAME COTTON^ - ^ ":^ ^ 
, ^. '. ^iedition.^lnjSma Price 63 cents, boi^id. * 
•* ling fi^e, wotIl is a trahstation from the ^S-eiith, ; and rnilike 

slii^ifC^ I086S i^ contaihed in 
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e«]ik» in boards. 

■ \, Pit Jwy^Arr 

Au^orjot^* Alan^Aj'ieeliafo't aPSl^^' Man 

"Roubi^ Uie jsame riehhess ofweinkin^'ps^Rd^^ 

fonnow^n^ich, to admire in'^theseniita]:^ e0ittpod8 ^'1 
it is ^Stb regret^;^ learii from tKejbr@£Bbe^ tliat^hiSi^ 
la;»i^iiM^kt%;r!8ntltOr wiU (Boht^ikkt^^ in ttm yriq^ 
tke public." MnuOev. . " ?- 

|«BMOmS Ol'AIJ AMERICAN LADYi i^th:«||Krj 
NBR^and SQENERY in AMERICA, as Ihey existe 
Re^oli^tioki^. In l^mb.l'rice 1 dollar, boao^s. -ii i i **#a 

•*,1Cfee8e letters are written in a superior style, and^eont^ii': 
«f interest (»^:1/V^Hh toateknig seonbilitythe author i^i^p^^ri^^ 
tive munneriof '^&" cdloniists, and> 4iliwn ^pie^ku»ii»A aU;%)t^. '' 

fTfea w awork 0f3rery conal^^^^ Midm 

TERESTS. Br Mrs: TAYLORv ol Qngar, . t. 

Author of " Practical Hints to young Females,** &cf 

^-: i'^ i-j^^-^'y In 12too. Pricj^ Z^roents, jboartls. ^^cs ^... 

^'.iCbe .subjects of tbesd le^spaysare well (mosen and^in^ebt- __ 
4ind tiieTaip writer displOTS a ^fe^ee of piety, ^it|i-a^^wl^|[|^> 
tioA of ^e scripture, whush in<*i«$es dietalue of Iter'Si^brK"* 

vEiXEN ; or, the YOUNG €lODMOTHBR. - A Tale^f^ 
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By ALICIA: CATHARINE MANTi ^^ ^4|| 
In ISmo. Price 63 cents, half bound, mwoceo*^'' 
^ When to consect r^nciples and religious tenets, are v 
tion, considerable discrimination, and a well-wrought sfcoo^,^] _^ 
discredit a work destined to hig;he^ purposes, and ^idcesaMed to ii^ 
more.improved state, nothing mere^eed be said^n it» fayooi^'^^ 

iPOPtJfiAR kODELSj.and'iMPRESSIVE WA 
andDatighters ofliidustry. "•' By Mrs. GRAN^ 

V ■:' v ' "^In 2tol8, 12mo. Price 150 centJT^ boariisf^ 

"No ^rk published nHthiii the last twenty years, •-liai 
general-cuirenoy.'' ^ "^ / Mimihti^^Mia 

«*It i8"wifl[i'8inceret)leasuVetKat tj^e embrace the o]f 
second pu^icfttion fro^i l^rs. Grant^ addressed to*^!^ 
of Ind|isUT." The success of the firtt volume of dfls 
sufficient pl^oOf of its merit, alU|6us;h success does not ^' 
of umiycNliiki phiisuitlrrbpr ;^ cHsfinguished abiUtie^^^ 
^'^^'^NSf^^&i^ their^iappieatecfc^ 

a^ wcfusOWllr the li^sijtt^^ gj^% 1^ 
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V *'^«- ■■ 



■^^'■■*t^v 







^•f^>Ht#(l 



. , By j: L^RfPEO^E. B. P. 
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1 bjr an en&ineiit writer to ti^ PEl^CBf (W Al 
o. Price t dollar, bound. '.» ^. 

BTatf OFFieEft'S WlDOWj and her' young Fi 

l^v^V' ^ By Mm. HOFtAND,' - : 
kfif «* Son of a Geniiis," « Ellen, Uie Teacher/' &c. &ci 
s^tft|"inv boards. "■ •-*: ■ ' ■ • ■ ;. - •. ' ■^■■' . , ■;'-* -■' '-v. > .' 
|(% iflhi0ter69ting,4ndv such as may in a. peculiar ^ns 
''^.tke attenti6n of juTenUe minds.'* • Jfcfon. .|?«vi 

^TISE,OF Algebra. 'VllieT^in tjie prmcijiles t 

, appiied'to many 'i;|sefut andititerestiii'^ en^plid^ 'Mc 

<lf a great variety of ppsUasiiil^df it^fifre^t tkinds. To ^1 

'^'*,eometric^ construction "of a great number of lAwar 'i 

^^'ith the niethod (^resolving the same^htimei^aHy^ir >i 

By THO»f AS SMPSOIf, F; «. S^ 

In 8vo. Price 25(J cents, bound. •' 

CAIu PRONOUNCING DICTlONABY, and EXI 

^^ _^ jCJSH tANGVAGEi: In wj^ch, not only the meaniil 

$r clearly exp]ain^, and„ the* 80U]ad.of evei^ wo^d distincj 

-^CM^ords are, subject to different 'ptt)nounciatim§, 'this kki 

tfronouncing'pibtibnaries are fully exhibited, the i^ason] 

large-'disBlayed,/ and the -BreiGeihible pronunciation pointed! 

'are prefixed,PRmGIPtES of ENGUSH PRONUNCi 

ichthe souncbi of letters, jyUableiy and -words, are cvitieaUy in] 

^miittrcaUy liTranged,' &c. &cc. &c. The whole inters] 

i^^'EtymologiMil;. Critical, and Grammftticid. 
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By JOHN WALKER, 



"Elements of Elociftlon." &c. &c. &c. In 8vo. Price 
^;dn Bhe piU^erv 4 dolliEurs bornid. 
N ANT^UlTIEST-or an A^^ of the MAN|n 
iB of the ROMANS, respecting their Govemndent, M 
«|i!kdifiia1 proce^di|igs, ReiUgioB, Games, Military ; ^d Naf 
***^l!?|(ji8e8,. , Bftthsi^ Marriages, Divorces, . Weigj^ts, ai^ 1 
^ulwe,J^]9blic Buildipgs, &c. &c..&(c. D^^ignedfchj 
Latifl^€$as9i0, by explaining words and phrases,. Yror 
to li^hl^ ti^ey mer. , . * ,. 

By £Cb£aND£R ADAM, L.X. 1>, ' ^ • 
I High School of^mburgh. In 8vo. Priqe ^^doVEf^rs, 




u, * 



G^^AJ^M A^ Ad|ipt!&d tp Oie ^iffereni pU^«s ' dTj 
lix,t:contaimn|^ Rul^s^iand. Oj^MervationiS, Jbr as 
^eiilato.wnt« with ^0|mic\ii(y and ^^ccuracy. 

Stereofype edhion. Price 75 cents, boaad. 
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Ee tales themsdvei' ju^ 
CfH^iOQt. They con6lttj^w4lh> 
«ge of life;" todtK^pSk 

i^cnf of yoong p^o^ ; 4jivlM<aiJ[ie .first Pfill^^ 

and EXPEg^lE^t^ raiLO^Oray :are e^blained. > 

^■'^./i •:':>".n' J.^^^*5^th«?iic4c,i.;iaYefe-.^/ .^ 

3jB^oi&d Amet^n editi6iw Iii 3 j^'lSimi,- wi^ j^^ 
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^J^ACTlOALrHg^TS tb YOtNO FEMALES^ ottibl 
triFE/a MOTflElt . ftdd a MISTRESS pf a FAMXtif^ 

; By Mrs. TAYLOR, of Ongap; . . 
A^r'<^«< Mftt^rnal Solioitade fora Paughter's . kest ioi 
Jmtje $0 cents, in boiu^. ' ':> "* ^^^ 

*'. Eir^ wfg^ w(HBaii bbildetb her hotu^^ but the foolhh 
wtiiiherhajids/l, r - Salmon,. . \ 
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■AJ?»ESENTforayOUNaQERVANT; consisting of 
ttd Jteal Qistones. ^v MRS.- TAVjbOR of Ongar^ «\]thW 
KiillB tbr^oong Fematdbf* &c. &o» > ' ' - '" . '.'^<m 

' ' t^ ' . I^ l^mo. Pi*e 63 ccH<8, 4n boardi^^'^ j 

/* Shi^ addrenies yeon^ servants ;' and^jreeoinmeflids id iti^itr 
hayiour and cdnddcTirhich canndtfail to kisure their r4e«|>ecr^ 

• ; Literary 

*^W^, are happy to announce another publication of this^ 
useful litriteiV'P^^^ulariy as we think mat ^the present 
atnoD^ the most valuable of Mrs. Taylor^s prodactions. T^ 
volume is atltractive i and the style, though correct, is so ufc '^ 
" B, |hfit every^word, will be undei^toq4 by the class of read 

, GEOeRAPHIC AL QtJESTIONS, adapted to the new Abfl 
l^ORSE^S GEOGRAPHY ; for the use of Schools. * ' > ^* ' 
^ By the Rev. DAVID GRAHAM. 

In 12mo. Price 38 cents'; half bound/ ^*/^ 

JOSEPHHrtS; O^the ADVANTAGES OP A S _,,^g^^^ ^ 

iiitended for the instruction and amusement of Youhg T-iina^f 

In'iSmo, Price 50 cents, in* boards*. 

TALES OF THE fcASTLE ; or STORIED of INS' 
DEtlGHT. Being Les Veillees flu Chateau^ written in^i^ 

Madame la tJOMPTBSSE DE GENUS. X,:%i: . 
and translated iiitoEngli^ by THOMAS HOLC^OPT. tf^" 
. In 2 vols. 12mo. Price 2 dollars, in board8.f ']; 

PHILAIMBLPHIA- PARMONY; or, a CojllectiOn of; 
Hymns, and Anthems, selected by A.^ADGATB. Tbge^f ji 
dimeuts of Music oh a new and Improved Plan, inr A. APCIA^ 
With an Impi:pyed mode of teaclung Music, to iaoilitate tl|^ 
learner. By JOHN J. HUSBAND. - . «' 

; ' Price, 1 dollar, half bound. '^ 

• VlSrr FOR A WEEK; or HINTS oh the J 
TIMB.' Containing, .Original* Tales, entertaining stones, i 
dote^, and ske^es from natural and txidral history., la 
cents, bound. 
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fiJE^Ok i^^^lEdfed tr&;ii i>^ ^Jjf[ap of:^; tJ^Hei 

Tohrnie^isral^Mgiifed for is^' jntcoduo^on , into ^oKools, and as i(^ 
•InterestibAjl^iktiie^dot^ ofi^MMgt0a»^«iil''^ wiH^b^ in aS^^, 
ig tothe'yiMi^yit will hai^Jaa extenBiye ciroula^n. tt htapiii- 
p less ti^Mb jear8» p;|Be<l tKrotil^ eight editoi% r '^^^ ^ 
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r6d herd of the Kevohitjwpfn. 
%st oomi^iaiBtt, that ia.wcR. ,Uves^|«^asihingtaib 
fiiS'heeh 1^ U^e ofBiog^ 
re beihoidiiim. only on the jsts^of jp&^e acticriPiy^and ^ noC 
s^ hlih irfj^frprivate^ ^^ftjctf of hfe. Mr. WeenS** carries for- 
)|^ this defi^lfincy. He has dolljeoted a number of £|cta, narti^qa* 
■ftio the chil^f^ and youth jof the Ain^tio^xi-s&gt^ixidnaB pre- 
to the publib^ m suibh an int<sresting^, and tx^quei^^B eohaic dress^ 
_,,^-^,J^>i^uii*e the" nciost immoveable gravibr ot disppkitiod, ^to pTeiterve a 
l^lp^^^pre of muscles, ^I'li^ding this book. : With this inimitable talent for 
iwJM|)&litl^a hai^iyoiQQumsiaoce, tha^ the author has a higher oTjgect thani 
I tp^^|(^ ■^:|i<^pei%ei\'es^lbe yalue of religion^ and he wishes to^econitnend tt^ 
le ofv^V^as^Ihgton." - PanopUst and Mis, Maff^ tmited. . 

j«^WaVENTilffi&^iof TELEMACHliS, &e Son of UfcYSSES- 
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'S GiEO&i^i0CAL. and" MAP E^^ClSES. Besi^eit 

'''^^**-'* iSB^^ ak(l tjehtlemen. Corrected and imr — '"^ ^""^ 
fil^lfigPEPHBN CODINGTON." ^^ 






/'^ $9l-?^idit«Sii. ' Ih^l2ino.- T^lji %'4itoi .Atitts 113 cents-rsor,' 150 bisntsL 

;^ '^^^ofiiing is so emc5i#»Mi^as M«^^ .■'^t JLord Chesterfield. 
\ tJl!3'fi feyli>¥MO'>> thprei jM^r fey .wyiters on the sulye^t of jPrsifracid Edu* 
' ^inll^TO'vn^ ^nder greater obligations^ than to ^ 

^ ^li^wiror ofit^e pr^^ jvorjk." ; .lAiify\J^u»eum» , , 
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^ „ „_^ ^ Hydr#Hj^^y neum. _ _ 
r xnpfihe* «• A new edit^a^i''r4k)rrected 



atic% P|ilics, Gec^smhy, Astron^m^y ap^, 
te,d>nd!;i^n}a;i^e4« ,\yitJii iioties ' a^ an tip* 
ntstatec^.thfr Arts and Sciences, / ^ , / ,, 
lEL BTEtfeWiTERv a: M; V ; " .' 

ted. By Jjt^BERT*TAl^ERS0|4. Professor 
ij and Taas^jer bf^fattfr^ ^PMlos^^ t»^: ^t^erslty of 

SeilsoiB^Aii&^eriefH^ Edition. In 2 Volcr. ^vo. i^|th a^ yol« 
Pric€^ ;m[^ar^ 4)oi^^' > / " ' 

By the lije, LORB fe^ 

|>y tfe^J^.'JpHj^^ Conta^iiit^ eveiy . in- 

tb'iilB^le^ the G^O|x^n an,4Man ofPs^&tt*^ teaeh ' 
jpd^m^erliW^^ Td/ 

anne)c]&a Giepi^RY'S LEi^^ACY. For the improiem^t 4S>fv^^ 
yeath ; but not beneath the attention of any. In 12mo. Price 38 cents, )Myfij|H 
bound, .' 
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di^' and. Gentljpii»^4,^ ^t:$^o>P,i^ 50 

«fi|omttoii toe3rGi7J|i^ $|ue$tlm left :uni 

i^ tuitare of esush^ue clan admit Arran^d {oi 
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iillJj iiitfi propet refereiieei " % T| 

In l?mo. Price 1 aolhlf; 
A COMPENmOBTS EXPOSITOR of '^^wh ^i^ords dfe^l 
La6ii, Gf eek, and \Frenfcli? ' By J: GOIJteH, S.,M. ^^ 

4th edition iinpi^(»vl^9<with the. ad<BliQn/ of .^earij^^,^ 
former one. In ISi^rPr&ce^S cents, hajf h9«u9b£ ;4<^ ^;''.; ^' 

THE tlNrVERSAL LETTER WRFRBR ; ^^^#1 
UTE<30RRESPCI^DENCE.. Contdning a great lSa»iot^'» 

' ehtertatnihg, andiaipliar ordinal Letter^ 
in Life, btttmqre partieulfir^^ On ikUSXNESS, EB^PDii' 
To which is added, a xnodem collection of Genteel cO 
L&ewi9e useful fonxM in Lav^ such as Bdnds,.'-^i]i)!^ifi|c^ 

• r -J - ' ■\, In ISmo. Price50cents^t^atfjj^o!i^4,j^. .^..^^ 

GVRNEY'S eafy Mc^ Cbmpendfoils SY^EM b0?'SQQ: 
{edtothe Arts and Sciences, andWtheJea^^ Awtfe^^r"^ 

f'fltCMSrAl^ SERGEANT: 3d Americjin'Ettitbiir ftt 
,; hound, ^--^y^-' ••■- '- '-^- ^^'.^ j:!'^-v 

; JEjtl^l'OilY Oi! ' PAM^^ or VIRTttE tf^ 
from the works of SAMUEL RICHARDSON, K^q,3 
cente. ' ,••.> • .--yi .--•^'J^^;^_ 

THE PARKOTS' FRIEND ; or EXTRAGTa* l^j^ 
WQRi^ on.EDyOATipN, from the tune. (^]^oi^ 
daYf methodized and arranged. With ohserv^tidos apW «»» 
By IIICHARD . LOyEI. pOGIEiWORTH, and M Al^iA | 

In S vols. $vo. Price 4 dolliBffS, hound. ^ 
, «« The compiler of the «* IV6nt*s Fi'iena;" with >i|;i 
tal hq^s which have been published on edufeatiion,^a$ SjS^i^ 
observations, raueed, not indeed undei: the natnes'or the*^^__ 
:i^e different l^eads bCfood, sch^Ools, choice of booM^-^^ 

** These volumes c(nitain'rnuoh good mattfet-^ and i^^^$^ 
. agreeable reading,, to those who may not have m<oiney||tay)qi: 
to peruse tlie original a^tlnprs. ~ ■ AiHm Afmmt 

MLWOrWs NEW GUIDE to the ENGlistt: Ti 

19 ccnt8.'r-i33 cefiits per -doz. 
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iHlUNH JUVENALIS et A. PERSH PLA^CI^A^ 
' pretiltl0ne^ afe No^s' iftvistravit Ludovieus Pii^u^ 
i«iiMeritus; jussu'ehristianissimi Reeis, iii uiE(t;dk;$eJ|rett 
tio prima Americana, In 3vo. Price 275 ebnts/hound. 
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l^lfefeCrrElJB FRANCOIS-, |ni,Rf^«il de Pieces, en Pipse et^ en Vers, 

i^ture ; a-efendrci^teup Omn^Sftnce d&lai^Langue f^nmtxiijse ; let 
tneulquer deS prineiTie8''de Yertu erflfe Piete. " " .^* 

^r,^ /. Parl4N©JUEYMURRAX V 

Second editiQa'ln l^mo. Price 125 cents^ bound. 

loigl care has been tak§n 1^. render tbe study of eljpq«ence:fabser« 

b ybfuei and to introduce only suqhpieces^a^ shdl, answer jtifie^'^m- 

Surppse of promoting good; p^nciples, and a. correct and elegant taste. 

* Iff ^^nO doubt be found a ver^ i useful scbpol-bo<^." ; ,Mon*, j^ct;. 

**^^^^*dent will find liis ad^vaniage itf niakiiig" use of thii woPl^ as he 

^ to form liis tiate aft^'jlie most correct mddelsi" C»^t»^. 
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is jaaiVENTURES de TELEMACiUE, Filsd'Ulysse, Par B*£N|: 

'''^ TouYelle edition, rcTuer et conngee. " — ' ' ■ 

Par M. CHARUES Le BRUN. , 



r^/.i^c 



mo. Price, 138 cents. 

'ADVENTURES DE TELEMAQUE, filsd'Ulysfle. -:. < 

||?kr M. PR. DE SAUGNAC DE LA MOTHE FENELON^ ^ 

^ %tie.de Garabray. 'En Francois et en Anp^lois. Seconde cation 

line, soigiKusement comparee avec les meilleures editions Fhan- 

jpeirue et eori'igee par L. C. VALLON, Prctfesseur de laXangue 

ttlvjBttl'lMversite de Pennsylvanie. In 2 vols. l^o. Bric^ 235 oe<its. 
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MENS de JaGRAMMAmE FRAlSGOlfeE, Pftr. M L'HOM^D. 

Ss^eor emerite «n la cr-devant UniyerSite de Paris. Dixieme edition. 

fi <:'>-' In 1 2mo. Price SO cents, half vbound. v , *> ■ 

JPIRBCTEllR DES ENFANS, depuis I'age de Ciriq ans, jusqij/a 

f' "Con tenant 1. I'Abecedaire, 2. DeS Prieres et* des meditations 

ones, 3. Un examen de Conscience pour I'enfance, 4.., tJn-iJ^i^- 

et des prieres pour la Confession, 5. Un petit traite <PAP^|wcneti- 

a Lectures interessantes, etun recueil choiS de ' conteftit de 

JTouveUe edition, redige, \ * ^ :' o 

Par M. C. LE BRUN ? ' 

6ii'1|n& paper, half bound, 50 oents,-9r-Common paper 38 centa, 

0MBI AN SPELLING AND REAt)ING B€kJK,: ifftprot^. 

S^j^eiife.— i2 dollars per do4. " y* - 

0a1aTEA de MIGUEL de GERVANTfeS, imitada, coinj)en. 
fcqiiejiiid^ por^M. FXORIAN. Traducido por D. CASIANdJ^^L- 

_ ^,^^^^_|[* -In igmp. Pi'ice,50 cents, hal^^bound. , • \: • 

|;;;^P|li DIRECTOR DELpS NINOSpwa aprender a Deletresa' ; aJiietgdp 
:V||^^J^^^^^ (Je los Ninos quando >e maEbdaki par,.l|l'Bri- 

V9^^^%jj^ Escuela. In 18mo. Price 50 ct^ts. Half bound. ,^^y^ ,! 

ANA VIRTUOSA. In 18rao. Price 50 cents, half bound. 

^%8 m^EMENS de la LANGUiB ANGLOISE, develwa^s d*uiie 
' — is^floiivelle, facile, €ttre»-<ionci8e. Pfir J. V. PEYTON. 

In 12mo. Price '63- cents, ^If boMXid^ ^ 

riOM{«RI ILIAS, Greece eit Laftine.^ Annotationes :in usum Hgerenissimi 
l^tni^^ GulielRii Augusti, Duei?* de Cumberland, &e. regio- jmsa 
Itt-Wl tittiae edidit SAMUEL CXARKE, S; T. P. Editio prima Ameri- 
cana. Cura GEORGIO IRONSIDE, A. Mi 

In 2 yols. 8vo. Price 7 dollars, bcfond. 
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24 im^l!^. FOB. 

QOMifaOTATH . 

pbbi. A new edition, in whiciii l>ll%^ liie -ert^ of llie liondob 
We been .6orreeted. • In 8fa Frlftfr^^ oent9, boi^' ' 

JUSTINUS DB HI^t^OIOTS MiUBElClS, 4 to^ mnndi 
fcoB. fnterpnetatione et ntftis Ulastravit PETHUS JOSEftttlB CANI 
E Sodietate Jesa ; ifassa Christiaii&simi Re^is, in usum Serei&i^imi 
phlni. Editio Prima Am^rieana. Accessere JACOBl BONCij' 
Exceiptiones ChronologioSf ad justini tiistonas. accommodats^ 

In 8vo. Price i27^ cents, lioand. * 

C. 'JULU CiESARIS, -qa« extant, . interpreta6one et notis UtastKitfH-. 
JOHANNES GOliVPfUS, professor Regii|,^in ui^ DelpUmL /Vm 

notes and inteipretatiboB translated and uinprbVed . .^ 

By THOMAS CLARK, In 8vo. Price 250 cents, W^J 

CORNEUI NTIPOTIS, Vitse Excellentixim imperatorain.-V«;n»oi»' 
AttgUcana, in qua Verbum de verbo quantum fieri pOtuit, reddltiir i'^- j^otit- 
quQque AngUcis et indice locupletissimo ; or, CORNELIUS ^^EPOfiPft' 
LlV^S of the excellent Commanders, with .an English translation' as i^Mftv 
as possible, with English notes and a large index. By JOHN CL^BS^^* 

In 12mo. Price' 1 dollar, bound. 

EPICTETI ENCHIRIDION. Ex editione JOHANNIS UP*rO?Ctf» l 

curate- expressum. In 18mo.. Price 31 cents, bound. . *^^- 

THE PHILADELPHIA VOCABtFLARY, English and Latm j 
to acquaint the learner with thin^, as well aa pure Xiatin, words. A< 
with 26 pictures. For the use of Schools. By JAMES GREENW4 

In 12rao.-Price 50 cents, bound. .' ' * 

QUINTI HORATH FLACCI OPERA. Ad optimas editionescom^ 

In ISmo. Price 1 dollar, bound. -.t- .- 

SELECT JE E^ PROFANIS SCRIPTORIBUS HISTOR.1^. Qt^ 

admista sunt varia honeste . vlvendi Pracepta, ex iisdem spriptdribus /ile^i* 
prompta. H'xc editio Philadelphiensis pfioribus ccrte emendatior et jlt^ 
ventati <utilior. Accurante JA. ROSS. ;- 4. 

In 12mo. Price 1 dollar, bound, " ' /^*: 

CORDERH COLLOqUIORUM CENTURI « Selecta: or, a se^^ 
Centuiyof the Colloquies of Corderius, with an English translation, as^tf 
eral as possible ; designed for the use of beginners in tlie Latin ton^laii^* 

By JOHN CLARKE. . /^ . . 

A new edition, corrected and improved, by JAMES ROSS, Professor 
of the Latin and Greek Languages in Philadelphia. ' * , 

In 12mo. . Price 50 cents, boupd, Srv 

SELECT-E e VETERI TESTAMENTO, ^ueis nonnull» ex AP(H34 
RYPIQS, sive libris incertae originis, et auctoritatis humanae, addjaiir^, 
HISTORI-^9 ad usum eorum qui Latin® linguae rudimentis imbuiii^i^lBHT 
editio nbya Philadelphiensis, (|ua signa qtiantitatis certis syllabis perspUs^e 
notantur JA. ROSS, Humaniorum Literarum et Greece Lingusp Proifessbipe 
aecnrante In 12rao. Price 50 cents, bound. t . 

DESIDERn ERASMI Roterodami oolloquia familiaria nonnuHa selti^' 
ta : or some select familiar Colloquies of D. ERASMUS of Rotterdam. 
With a literal Translation. By JOHN CLARKE. 

A new. edition, in which many of the errors of former editions (both in. the 
t«xt and translation} have been corrected, and -the signs of quantity, to 9/h 
sist the students in pronouncing, are annexed. By JAMES ROSS, Pis>- 
fessor of the Greek and Latin Xanguages in Philadelphia. 

In }2nio.. Price 50 cents, botibd. 
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